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ADVERTISKlkTENT. 

yW£ Idler iaving omitted to dtftinpAtJh the Effkfi 
of bis Correfporuknfs by any particular Jiptatun^ 
thinks it mcejfary to inform his Readns^ thai from 
the ninths the fifteenth^ thirty4hird^ forty-Jkondy 
jifty^fourthy Jt^y-feventb^ Jeventy-Jixth^ Jeventy^rmth^ 
eigbty-fecondy ninety-thirdy ninety^xthj and ninety^ 
eighth Papers y he claims no other prai/e than thai of 
having gii^n them to the Ptd^ick ** 

^ The namcf of the authors of thde F^pcfi, u far at tmomup 
will be given in the gourfe of the prefeot editkni. 
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I D L E R. 



^^U»» h S^^TUBDAY^ Aprii\5^ 1758 ^. 

nPHOSE who attempt periodical eflays , feem 
-*- to be often flopped in the beginning, by the 
^ttntkcf of > fksding a proper tide. Two writen<, 
fince (he time of the SpeStator^ hzv^ affumed hi?'* 
name, without any pretentions to lawful inherit* 
ance ; an effort was once made to revive the Tatler ; 
and the ftrange appellations, by which other papers 
have been called, fhow that the authors were dif- 
treffed, like the natives of America^ who come to th^ 
Europeans to beg a name. 

It will be eafily believed of the Idler^ that if his 
title had required any fearch, he never would have 

found 

* Originally .puWiflied in *« Thc.UniVcrfal Chronicle^ or 
Weekly Gazette/' a newfpaper projeded by Mr. Jc^n Mew- 
bery. €•, 
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found it Every mode of life has its convenieocics. 
The Idler J who habituates himfelf to be fatisfied with 
what he can moft eafily obtain, not only efcapes la- 
bours which are often fruitlefs, but fometimes fuo 
ceeds better than thofe who defpife all that is within 
their reach, and think every thing more valuable as 
it is harder to be acquired. 

If fimiiitude of manners be a motive to kindnefs, 
the Idler may flatter himfelf with univerfal patron- 
age. There is no (ingle charader under which fuch 
numbers are comprifed. Every man is,^ or hopes to 
be, an Idler. Even thofe who feem to differ moft 
from us are haftening to increafe our fraternity j as 
peace is the end of war, fo to be idle is the ultimate 
purpofe of the bufy. 

There is perhaps no appellation by whfch a writer 
can better denote his kindred to the human fpedes. 
It has been found hard to dcfcribe man by an ade- 
quate definition. Some philolbphers have called 
him a reafoftable animal ; but otlrars have confidered 
reafon as a quality of which many creatures partsdte. 
He has been term«i Kkewife a laughing anima!; 
b'ut it is faid that fome men have never heughed. 
Perhaps man may be more properly diftinguiihed 
as an idle animal ; for there is no man who is not 
fometimes idle. It is at leaft a definition ftom 
which none that (hall find it in this paper cah be 
excepted ; for who can be more idle than the reader 
oitht Idler? 

That the definition may be complete, idlenefs 
tttuft'be not only the general, but the peculiar cha- 
rii^rifllc of man ; and perhaps man is the only 
being that can properly be called idle^ that does by 

others 
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others trfaat h» ought do hanftUv ^ TAcrifices ditty 
or pleafiu^ to the love of aifew 

Scaf oety any luune can be imagioed £rc»n vibkU 
le& ^vy or competmon is to be dreaded. The IdUr 
hasno dvak or enemies* The man of bufinefs for* 
gets him ; the man of enterprife defpi&s him ; and 
though fnch as tread the fame track of life fall com- 
monly into jealoufy and di£cord^ Ukrs are always 
fdumi to a&cmte in peace; and he who i$ vaott 
famed for dobg nothings is glad to meet another a9 
idle as himfelf* 

What is to be expefled from this paper, whether 
it will be nnSbnn or variouS) learned or familiar, 
ierioQS or gay, poUdcal or moral, continued or in« 
termpted, it is hoped that no reader will enquire. 
That the Idler has fome fcheme, cannot be doubted ; 
for to form fcheraes is the Idler's privilege. But 
though he has many projeds in his head, he is now 
grown fparing of communication, having obferved^ 
that iris hearers arc apt to remember what he forgets 
himfelf ; iliat his tardinefs of execution expofes bini 
to the encrc^uchments of thofe who catch a hint and 
fall to work ; and that very fpccious plans, after long 
contrivance and pottipous difplays, have fubfided ia 
^vearinefs without a trial, and without mifcarriage 
have been Wafted by derifion. 

Soiiething the Idler's chs^adex may be fuppofed 
to iMfomife. Thofe that are cnrious after dimim^dve 
hiftory, who watch the revolutions of families, and 
the rife and fall of charaders either male or female, 
will hc^ to be gratified by this paper j for the Idler 
is always inquifitive and feldom retemive. He that 
defights in obloquy and latire, and wiihes to fee clouds 

B 2 gathering 
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gathering over any reputation that dazzles him tudth 
its brightnefs, will fnatch up the Idler*s effays with 
a beating heart. The Idler is naturally cenforious j 
thofe who attempt nothing themfelves, think every 
thing eafily performed, and confider the unfucceff- 
ful always as criminaL 

I think it neceffary to give notice, that I make no 
contraft, nor incur any obligation. If thofe. who 
depend on the Idler for intelligence and entertain- 
ment, (hould fufFer the difappointment which com- 
monly follows ill-placed expedations, they are to lay 
the blame only oh themfelves. 

Yet hope is not wholly to be caft away. The 
Idler J though fluggifli, is yet alive, and may fome. 
times be ftimulated to vigour and activity. He may 
defcend into profoundnefs, or tower into fublimity ; 
for the diligence of an Idler is rapid and impetuous, 
as ponderous bodies forced into velocity move with 
violence proportionate to their weight. 

But thefe vehement exertions of intelleft cannot 
be frequent, and he will therefore gladly receive help 
from any correfpondent, who (hall enable him to 
pleafe without his own labour. He excludes no 
ftyle, he prohibits no fubjed ; only let him that 
writes to the Idler remember, that his letters mud 
not be long ; no wordis are to be fquandered in de- 
clarations of efteem, or confefEons of inability ; con- 
fcious dulnefs has little right to be prolix, and praife 
is not fo welcome to the Ulerzz quiet. 
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Numb. 2. Saturday, April 22, 1758. 

Toto vix quater anno 
Memhranam. Hor. 

VTANY pofitions are often on the tongue, and 
feldom in the mind j there are many truths 
which every human being acknowledges and forgets. 
It is generally known, that he who expefts much will 
be often difappointed ; yet difappointment feldom 
cures us of expedation, or has any other effeft than 
that of producing a moral fentence, or peevifh ex- 
clamation. He that embarks in the voyage of life, 
will always wifli to juivance rather by the impulfe of 
the wind, than the ftrokes of the oar ; and many 
founder in the paflage, while they lie waiting for the 
gale that is to waft them to their wifli. 

It will naturally be fufpefted that the Idler has 
lately fufFeted fome difappointment, and that he does 
not talk thus gravely for nothing. No man is re- 
quired to betray his own fecrets. I will, however, 
confefs, that I have now been a writer almoft a week, 
aiid have not yet heard a fingle word of praife, n6- 
rcceived one hint from any correfpondent. 

Whence this negligence proceeds I am not able 
to difcover. Many of my predeceffors have thought 
themfelves obliged to return, their acknowledgments 
in the fecond paper, for the kind reception of the 
firft ; and, in a fhort time, apologies have become 
necefTary to thofe ingenious gentlemen and ladies, 
yrhofe performances, though in the higheft degree 

B 3 elegant 
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elegant and learned, have been unavoidably de» 

layed. 

What then will be thought of me, who, having 
experienced no kindrtefs, have no thanks to return j 
whom no gentleman or lady has yet enabled to give 
any ckufe of difcontent, and who have therefore no 
opportunity of fhewing how IkilfuUy I can pacify re- 
fentment, extenuate negligence, or palliate rejefldon ? 

I have long known that fplendour of reputation is 
not to be counted among the neceflaries of life, and 
therefore fliall not much repine if praife be withheld 
till it is better deferved. But furely I may be aU 
lowed to complain, that, in a nation of authors, not 
one has thought me worthy of notice after fo fair an 
invitation. 

At the time when the rage of writing has feized 
the old and young, when the cook warbles her 
lyricks in the kitchen, and the thraflier vociferate^ 
his heroicks in the bam ; when our traders deal out 
knowledge in bulky volumes, and our girls forfake 
their famplers to teach kingdoms wifdom ; it may 
feem very unneceffary to draw any more from their 
proper occupations, by affording new opportunities 
of literary fame, 

I fhould be indeed unwilling to find that, for the 
fake of correfponding with the Idler^ the fmith*s iron 
had cooled on the anvil, or the fpinfter's diftaff 
llood unemployed. I foHcit only the contributions 
of ihofe who have already devoted tbemfelves to 
literature, or, without any determinate intention, 
wander at large through the expanfe of life, and 
wear out the day in hearing at one place what they 
ytter at finother. 

Of 
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, Qf tb£l(e» a gri^ pa^t are lUr^^y writers. One 
Jias a friend m the cowtry upon whom he ex^rcifes 
^s powers; whofe p^iBons he raiies an4 deprefles; 
pfhok underiUnding he perplexes with paradoxes, 
or ftres^thens by argum^pt; whpfe adn^ration he 
courts, whofe praifes he enjoys; and who ferves 
.biqi infkea^ of a feoate or a theatre; as the young 
foldiqrs in the R$man camp learned the ufe of their 
weapons by leodng ^gain(t a poft in the place of an 
enemy. 

.^JiQtbar has hts pockets filled with eflays and epi- 
grams, which he reads from houfe to houfe, to fe- 
hSt .parties ; and which his acquaintances are daily 
eiltreating him to withhold no longer from the im- 
patience of the publicL 

If among thde any one is perfuaded, that, by fuch 
prdludes of compofition, he has qualified himfelf to 
appear in the open world, and is yet afraid of thofe 
cenftures which they "who have already written, and 
diey who cannot write, are equally ready to fulmi- 
nate againft publick pretenders to fame, he may, by 
trjuifmitting his performances to the Idkr, make a 
cheap experiment of his abilities, and enjoy tlie 
pl^ure of fuccefs, without the hazard of mifcar* 
riage. 

Many advantages not generally known arife from 
this method of ftealing on the publick. The ftand- 
ing author of the paper is always the objeft of criti- 
cal malignity. Whatever is mean will be imputed 
to him, and whatever is excellent be afcribed to hit 
ailiftants. It does not much alter the event, that 
the author and his correfpondents are equally un. 
known ; for the author, whoever he be, is an indi- 

B 4 vidual. 
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vidual, of whom every reader has fome fixed idea, 
and whom he is therefore unwilling to gratify witjh 
applaufe j but the praifes given to his correfpondents 
are Scattered in the air, none can tell on whom they 
will light, and therefore none are unwilling to beftow 
them. 

He that is known to contribute to a periodical 
work, needs no other caution than not to tell what 
particular pieces are his own } fuch fecrecy is indeed 
very difEcult; but if it can be maintained, it is 
fcarcely to be imagined at how fmall an expence he 
may grow confiderable, 

A perfon of quality, by a fingle paper, may en- 
grofs the honour of a volume* Fame is indeed 
dealt with a hand lefs and lefs bounteous throu^ 
the fubordinate ranks, till it defcends to the profelTed 
author, who will find it very difficult to get more 
than he deferves ; but every man who does not waxit 
it, or who needs not value it, may have liberal al- 
lowances ; and, for five letters in the year fent to the 
Idler J of which perhaps only two are printed, will be 
j|||lKioted to the firft rank of writers by thofe who 
ar$ weary of the prefent race of wits, and wifli to fink 
them into obfcurity before the luftre of a name not 
yet known enough to be detefted. 
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Numb. 3. Saturday, Jpril 29, 1758* 

Oiia vitM 
Solmnur taaiu*^ Stilt* 

TT has long been the complaint of thofe who fre- 
quent the theatres, that all the dramatick art has 
been long exhaufted, and that the viciffitudes of for- 
tune, and accidents of life, have been (hewn in every 
poffible combination, till the firft fcene informs us of 
the laft, and the play no fooner opens, than every 
auditor knows how ir will conclude. When a con- 
fpiracy is formed in a tragedy, we guefs by whom it 
will be detefted; when a letter is dropt in a co« 
medy, we can tell by whom it will be found. No- 
thing is now left for the poet but charafter and fen- 
timent, which are to make their way as they can, 
without the foft anxiety of fufpence, or the enliven- 
ing tigitation of furprife. 

A new paper lies under the fame dlfad vantages 
as a new play. There is danger left it be new 
without novelty. My earlier predeceffors had their 
choice of vices and follies, and felefted fuch as were 
moft likely to raife merriment or attraft attention ; 
they had the whole field of life before them, un- 
trodden and unfurveyedf charafters of every kind 
fliot up in their way, and thofe of the moft * luxu- 
riant growth, or moft confpicuous colours, were 
naturally cropt by the firft fickle. They that fol- 
low are forted to peep into neglefted corners, to 

note 
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note the cafual yanedes of the fame fpecies^ and to 
recommend themIelv^T)y minute induftryy and ifif- 
tindions too fubtle for common eyes. 

Sometimes it may happen, that the hafte or nq^Ii- 
gence of the firft inquirers has left enough behind 
to reward another fearch ; £Mnetimes new objeAs 
ftart up under the eye, and he that is lo6king for one 
kind of matter, is amply gratiBed by the difcovery 
of another. But ftill it muft be allowed, that, as 
more is taken, lefs can remain} an4 every truth 
brought newly to light impoveriihes die nune, 
from which fucceeding intellefts are to dig their 
ireafures. 

Many philofophers imagine, that the elements 
themfelves may be ip time exhaufted ; that the fun, 
by flunjng long, will effufe all its light ; and that, by 
the continual wafte of aqueous particles, the whole 
earth will at lad become a fandy defert. 

I would not advife my readers to difturb them^ 
felves by contriving how they fhall live without light 
and water. For the days of univerfel thirft and per- 
petual darkneft are at a great diftance. The ocean 
and the fun will laft our time, and we may leave 
pofterity to fhift for themfelves. 

But if the ft ores of nature are limited, much more 
narrow bounds muft b$ fet to the modes of li& ; and 
mankind may want a moral or amufmg paper, many 
years before they (hall be .deprived of drink or day- 
light. This want, which to the bufy and the inven- 
tive may feem eafily remediable by fome fubftitute or 
other, the whole race of Idlers will feel with all the 
{enfibiUty that fuch torpid animals can b>Skr, 

When 
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VfbcsA I cimfider the inntnnend^le .multitudes that, 
iiavmg no inotiv&«f define, cor determination of ^I, 
&e freeaing in perpetual inadivity, till ibme external 
vmpulfe pats them in notiosi^ who awsdce in the 
momtng, vacant of diought, with minds gaping for 
she inteUednal food, ix^ch fotw kind effajift has 
been accuftomed to fup^y; I am moved by the 
eommlferation with which all human beings ought 
to behold the diftrefles of each other, to try fome ex- 
pedients for their relief, and to enquire by what me- 
thods the liftleis may be a£tuatod, and the empty be 
repleniihed 

There are laid to be pleafures in madnefe known 
only to madmem There are certainly miferies in 
sdlenefs, which the Idler only can concave. Thefe 
miferies I have oftm felt and often bewailed* I 
know by eicperieoce, how welcome is every avoca- 
tion that fummons the thoughts to a new image ; and 
how much languor and latitude lu-e relieved by that 
officioufnefs which offers a momentary amufement to 
him who is unable to find it for himfelf. 

It is naturally indifferent to this race of men what 
entertainment they receive, fo they are but enter- 
tained. They catch, with equal eagernefs, at a mo* 
ral leSure, or the memoirs of a robber j a predidion 
of the appearance of a comet, or the calculation of 
the chances of a lottery. , 

They might therefore eafily be pleafed, if they 
confulted only their own minds j but thofe who will 
not take the trouble to think for tbemfelves, have aU 
ways fbmebody that thinks for them j and the diffi. 
culty in writing is to pleafi? thofe from whom others 
learn to be pleafed. 

2 Much 
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Much mifchief is done in the world with very little 
intereft or defign. He that afiumes the charafter of 
a criticky and juftiiies his claim by perpetual cen- 
fure, imagines that he is hurting none but the au- 
thor, and him he confiders as a peftilent animal, 
whom every other being has a right to perfecute j lit- 
tle does he think how many harmlefs men he involves 
in his own guilt, by teaching them to be noxious 
without malignity, and to repeat obje&ions which 
they do not underftand ; or how many honeft minds 
he debars from pleafure, by exciting an artificial hf 
flidioufnefs, and making them too wife' to concur 
with their own fenfations. He who is taught by a 
critick to diflike that which pleafed him in his na- 
tural ftate, has the fame reafon to complain of his 
inftruftor, as the madman to rail at his doStor ; who, 
when he thought himielf mailer of Peru, phyficked 
him to poverty. 

If men will flruggle againft their own advantage, 
they are not to expeft that the Idler will take much 
pains upon them ; he has himfelf to pleafe as well as 
them, and has long learned, or endeavoured to learn, 
not to make the pleafure of others too neceflary to 
his own* 
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Numb. 4. Saturday, May 6, 1758. 

Tldvhq yacf ^Asajxt. H0M4 

CHARITY, or tendemefs for the poor, \(rhich 
is now juftly confidered, by a great part of 
mankind, as infeparable from piety, and in which 
almoft all the goodnefs of the prefent age confifts, is, 
I think, known only to thofe who enjoy, either im- 
mediately or by tranfmiffion, the light of revela- 
tion. 

TTiofe ancient nations who have given us the wifeft 
models of government, and the brighteft examples of 
patriotifm, whofe inftitutions have been tranfcribed by 
all fucceeding legiflatures, and whofe hiftory is ftudied 
by every candidate for political or military reputa- 
tion, have yet left behind them no mention of almr- 
houfes or hofpitals, of places where age might repofc> 
or ficknefs be relieved. 

The Roman emperors, indeed, gave large donatives 
to the citizens and foldiers, but thefe diftributions 
were always reckoned rather popular than virtuous : 
nothing more was intended than an oftentation of 
liberality, nor was any recompence expefted, but 
fuffrages and acclamations. 

Their beneficence was merely occafional ; he that 
ceafed to need the favour of the people, ceafed like- 
wife to court it ; and, therefore, no man thought it 
dtljcr neceffary or wife to make any (landing pro- 
Tifion for the needy, to look forwards to the wants of 

I pofterity. 
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pofterity, or td fecure fttcceffions of chflt^i for fuc-» 
ceffions g( diftrefs^ 

Compaffion is by fome reafoners^ on whom the 
name oiF philofophers has been too eafily confi5rred» 
refolved into an affedion merely felfifli, an involun- 
tary perception of pain at the involuntary fight of a 
bebg like ourfelves languiihing in mifery. But this 
fen&tion, if ever it be &it at ail from the brute in* 
ftind of uninftruded nature, will only produce e£- 
feds defultory and tranfient ; it will never fettle inta 
a prindple of a£tion^ or extend relief to calanutiei 
imfeen, in generations not yet in being. 

The devotion of life or fortune ta the fuccour of 
the poor, is a height of virtue, to which humanity 
has never rifen by its own pawer. The charity of 
the Mahometans is a precept which their teacher cri«^ 
dently tranfplanted from the (kdrines of ChriftiK 
anity ; and the care with which fome of the Oriental 
feds attend, as is faid, to the neceilities of the dif- 
eafed and indigent^ may be added to the other argu* 
incnts, which prove Zoroafter to have borrowed his 
inftitutions from the law of Mofes. 

The prdent age, though not lifcely to flrine here- 
after among the moft fplendid periods of hiftory, haa 
yet given examples of charity, whkh may be very 
properly recommended to imitation. The equal 
didribution of wealth, which long commerce has 
produced, does not enable any fingle hand to raifd 
edifice^ of piety like fortified cities, to appropriate 
maiuDrs to reUgioos ufesi or deal out fuch large and 
lafting beneficence as was fcattered ovev the land in 
ancient times, by thofe who pofiefled counties ojr 
provinces. But no fboner ia^ new ^cies of mifery 

brought 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



N^4- THE IDLEft. 15 

brought to view, and a de%n of relieving it pro- 
fefled, than every hand is open to contribute fomflk 
thing, every tengtkc is bulled in folicitation, and 
every art of pleafufe is employed for a time in the 
intereft of virtue. 

The moft ai^arent and preffing miferies incident 
to man, have now their peculiar houfes of receptuin 
and relief; and there are few among us raifed how«* 
ever little above the danger of poverty, who may not 
juftiy claim, what is implored by the Mahometans in. 
their moft ardent benedidions, the prayers of ^ 
poor. 

Amoi% thofe a^ons which the mind can moft fe« 
curely review with unabated pieafure, is that of 
having contributed to an bofpital for the fick. Of 
fome kinds of charity the confequences are dubious ; 
fomje evils which beneficence has been bufy to re- 
medy, are not certainly known to be very grievous 
to the fufferer, or detrimental to the community f 
but no man can queftion whether wounds and fick- 
nefs are not really painful ; whether it be not wor- 
thy of a good man*s care to reftore thofe to eafe and 
ufefulnefs, from whofe labour infants and women 
cxpeft their bread, and who, by a cafual.hurt, or 
fingering difeafe, lie pining in want and anguifli^ 
burthenfome to others, and weary of themfelves. 

Yet as the hofpitals of the prefent time fubfift only 
by gifts beftowed at pieafure, without any folid fund 
of fupport, there is danger left the blaze of charity, 
which now bums with fo much heat and fplendor^ 
ihould die away for want of lafting fuel; left fa» 
(hion ftiould fuddenly withdraw her fmile, and in. 
conftancy tmnsfef the publick attention to Tomething 

which 
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lyhich may appear more eligible, becaufe it will be 
new* 

Whatever is left in the hands of chance mud be 
fubjed to viciffitude; and when anj eftablifliment is 
founflwtolbeaifefal^^it .aught to-beCthe next car^to 
make Jt permanent. 

But man is a tranfitory being, and his defigns muft 
p^take of the imperfedions of^. their author. To 
confer duration is not always in our power. We 
inuft fnat^h the -prefi^nt moment j rod employ it well,^^ 
Wllhciut too much folicitude^for the;future, and cdn-' 
tfnt otirfelvea with reflecting that our part is per*v 
form^ed- Uq that waits for, an opportunity to do" 
mwili at once, may brejtfhe piit W^jyifein idle w^fliesjo* 
aftd, regret^ in the ^aft^ ljQi|r» klfi .ilfelefe.intcnrioris^.- 
and barren zeal. 

. The naoft adivfr promoters of tba lagfimt fch^'es 
of charity CiUinot be deared from-jp:)!©^ inftances of: 
mifcond^ft, whi^h.inay^ awakj^ qom^mpt 9i cenfure, 
and haften that negleft which is likely to come too 
foon of itfelf. .The open competitions between dif- 
ferent bolpitals, and the ammofity with which their 
patrons oppofe one another, may prejudice weak- 
m^njls againil them all. For it will not be eaiily , 
|Hi|ievjpd, that any m^ can, for good reafons, wifh 
tq exclude another from doing good. The fphit of - 
chs^ty.can only be continued by a reconciliation of - 
th^fe ridiculous feuds j and therefore, inftead of conr 
te^itions who fliall be the only benefadors to the 
needy, let there be no other ftruggle than who fliall 
b%4he,fifft. ^ . 
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Numb. 5. Saturday, May 13, 1758* 

AvT lynitin dieJi/Un 

OUR nxiiitaiy operations are at laft begun ; our 
troops are marching in all the pomp of war, 
and a camp is markied out on the Ifle of Wight ; 
the heart of every Englifhman now fwells with confi- 
dence, though fofnewhat' fcjftened by generous com- 
paiHon for the conftemation and diflrefTes of out 
enemies* 

This formidable armament and fplendW march 
produce dtSerent effeds upon different minds, accord* 
ing to the boundlefs diverfities of temper, occupation, 
and habits of thought* 

Many a tender maiden confiders her lover as aL 
ready loft, becaufe he cannot reach the camp but by 
croffing the fea; men of a more poHucal under* 
ftanding are perfuaded that we (hall now fee, in a 
few days, the ambafladors of France fupplicating for 
pity. Some are hoping for a bloody battle, becaufe a 
bloody battle makes a vendible narrative ; foihe are 
compofing fongs of viftory ; fome planning arches of 
triumph ; and fome are mixing fireVorks for the cele- 
bration of a peace. 

Of all extenfive and complicated objefts, different 
parts are felefted' by different eyes ; and minds are 
varioufly affi^fted, as they vary their attention* The 
care of the public is now fixed upon our fbldiers^ 

Vol. VII. C wha 
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who arc leaving their native country to wander, 
none can tell how long, in the pathlefs defarts of the 
IJle of Wight. The tender figh for their fuflferings^ 
and.thc gay drink to their fuccefs. I, who look> or 
believe myfelf to look, with more philofophic eyes on 
human affairs, muft con£^, that I law the troops 
march with little emotion j my thoughts were fixed 
upon other fcenes, and the tear dole into my eyes, not 
for thofe who were going away, but for thofe who 
were left behind. 

We have no reafon to doubt but our troops will 
proceed with proper caution ; there are men among 
them who can take care of themfelves. But how (hall 
the ladies endure without them ? By what arts can 
they, who have long had no joy but from the civi- 
lities of a foldier, now amufe their hours, and folace 
thdr feparationp 

Of fifty thoufand men, now deftined to different 
ftations, if we allpw each to have been occafionolly 
lieceffary only to four women, a fliort computation 
will inform us, that two hundred thoufand ladies are 
l^ft to languifh in diftrefs ; two hundred thoufand 
ladies, who muft run to fales and auftions without 
an attendant; fit at the play, without a critick to 
direft their opinion; buy their fans by their own 
judgment ; difpofe fliells by their own invention ) 
walk in the mall without a gallant ; go to the gar- 
des without a protestor ; and fliuffle cards with vain 
impatience, for want of a fourth to complete the 
party. 

.. Of thefe ladies, fome, I hope, have lap-dogs, and 
Ibme monkies ; but they are unfatisfa£tory conipa* 

nionSf 
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nions. Miny ufeful offices are performed by then 
bf fcarlet, to which neither dog nor monkey hi^ 
adequate abilities. A parrot, indeed, is as fine ti d 
colonel, and, if he has been miich ufed to good com- 
pany, is not wholly without converfatibtt ; but 21 pat- 
tot, after ill, is a poOr little creature, arid has neithtef 
fword nor ^oulder-knot, can neither dande nor play 
at cards. 

Since the foldiers muft obey the call of their duty^ 
and go to that fide of the kingdom which ^aces 
France^ t know not why the ladies, who cannot five 
^thout them, fliould not follow them. The ptt- 
judices ahd pride of man have long prefumed the 
fword and fpindle made for different hands, and de- 
hied the other fex to partake the grandeur of mili- 
tary glory. This notion may be confiftently enough 
received in France^ where the falick law excludes fe- 
males from the throne ; but we, who allow them ta 
be fovereigns, may furely fuppofe them capable to b« 
foldici's. 

It were to be wiflied that fome man^ whofe expe-^ 
rience and authority might enforce regard, would 
propofe that our encampments for the prefent year 
ihould comprife an equal number of men and Women, 
who fhoutd march and fight in mingled bodies. If 
prtjpa* colonels were once appointed,^ and the drums 
ordered to beat for female volunteers, oui* regiments 
would foon be filled without the reproach or cruelty 
ofknimprefs. 

Of thefe heroines, fome might ferve on foot, under 
tJie denomination of the Female Buffs^ and fome on 
horfeback, witb the title oi Lady Hujfars. 

C% What 
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, What obje£Hons can be made to thist fcheme I 
have endeavoured maturely to confider j and cannot 
find that a modem foldier has any duties, except that 
of obedience, which a lady cannot perform. If the 
hair has loft its powder, a lady has a puff ; if a coat 
be fpotted, a lady has a brufli. Strength is of lefs 
importance fince fire-arms have been ufed; blows 
of the hand are now feldom exchanged ; and what is 
th^re to be doae in the charge or the retreat beyond 
the, powers of a fprightly maiden ? 

Our mafcpline fquadrons will not fuppofe themr 
/dyes difgraced by their auxiliaries, till they have 
4pne fomething which women could not have done* 
I'he troops of Braddock never faw their enemies, and 
perhaps were defeated by women. If our American 

feneral had headed an army of girls, he might .fti'l 
avjB built a fort and taken it. Had Minorca been 
defended by a female garrifon, it might have been 
furren^ered, as it was, without a breach ; and I cannot 
tut think, that feyen thoufand women might have 
.ventured to look 2X.Rochforty fack a village, roha 
vineyard, and return in fafety. 
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Numb. 6. Saturda-y, May 20, 1758- 

'T^HE lady who had undertaken to ride on one horfe 
'^ a thoufand miles in a thoufand hours, has com- 
pleted her journey in little more than two-thirds of 
the time ftipulated, and was conduced through the 
lafl mile with triumphal honours. Acclamation 
fiiouted before her, and all the flowers of the fpril^ 
were fcattered in her way. 

Every heart ought to rejoice when true merit is 
diftinguifhed with publick notice. I am far from 
wifliing either to the amazon or her horfe any dimi- 
nution of happinefs or fame, and cannot but lament 
that they were not more amply and fuitably rewarded. 

•There was once a time when wreaths of bays 6r 
'02k were confidered as recompcnces equal to the 
moft wearifome labours and terrific dangers, and when 
the miferies of long marches and ftormy feas were at 
once driven from the remembrance by the fragrance 
of a garland. 

If this heroine had been bom in ancient times, (he 
might perhaps have been delighted with the fimpli. 
city of ancient gratitude ; or if any thing was want- 
ing to full fatistaSion, (he might have fupplied the 
deficiency with the hope of deification, and antici- 
pated the altars that would be raifed, and the vows 
that would be made, by future catididates for equef- 
trian glory, to the patronefs of the race and the god» 
d^fe of the liable. 

C 3 But 
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But fate refervcd her for a more enlightened age, 
which has difcovered leaves and flowers to be tran-! 
(itory things ; whiph confiders profit as the end of 
hopoXirj and rates the event of every undertaking 
only by the money that is gained or loft. In thefe 
days, to ftrew the roj^d with daifies jmd lilies, is tQ 
mocH merit, and delude hope. The toyman will nat 
give his jewels, rtor the mercer meafure out his filks, 
for vegetable coin. A primrofe, though picked up 
trader the feet of the moft renowned courfer, will 
neither be received as a ftake at cards, nor procyre 
a feat at an opera, nor buy candles for a rout, nor 
lace for a livery. And though there are many vir- 
tuofos, whofe fole ambition is to poflTefs fomething 
whieh can be found in no other hand, yet fome are 
inere accuftomed to ftore their cabinets by theft than 
purchafe ; and none of them would either fteal or buy 
one of the flowers of gratulation till he knows that 
all the reft are totally deftroypd. 

Little therefore did it avail this wonderful lady to 
be received, however joyfully, with fuch obfolete 
and barren ceremonies of praife. Had the way been 
<!overed with guineas, though but for the tenth part 
of the laft mile, fhe would have confidered her flcill 
and diligence as not wholly loft j and might have 
rejoiced in the fpeed and perfeverance which had left 
her fuch fuperfluity of time, that flie could at leifure 
gather her reward without the danger of Atalanta^s 
mifcarriage. 

So much ground could not, indeed, have been 
paved with gold but at a large expence, and we are 
at prefent engaged in a war, which demands and en- 
forces frugality. But common rules are made only 

for 
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for common life, and fome deviation from general: po-? 
licy may be allowed in favour of a lady that rode a 
thoufand miles in a thoufand hours. 

Since the fpirit of antiquity fo much prevsdls 
amongft us, that even on this great occafion we have 
given flowers inftead of money, let us at leafl com- 
plete our imitation of the ancients, tad endeavour to 
tyanfmit to pofterity.the memory of that virtue, wbidi 
we coniider as fuperior to pecuniary recompenor.) 
Liet an equeftrian flatue of this herdqe be ereSt/^Af 
near the ftarting-poft on, the heath of Newmarket^ t^ 
fill kindred fouls with emulation, and tell the grand- 
daughters of our grand-daughters what an Engl^k 
maiden has once performed- 

As events, however illuftrlous, are foon obfcur^sd if 
they are intruded, to tradition, I thmk it nec«fla?y, 
that ,the pedeftal fhould be infcribed with a concilb 
account of this great perfqrmance. The con^iofi* 
tion of this narrative ought not U> be . coajmitte4 
rafhly to imprq)er h;^nds. If the . rhetoricians of 
Newmarket^ who may be fupppfed likely to concciv^ 
in ita f^ll ftrength the dignity of the fubj>a, ftiaul4 
undertake to expreft it, there is jv ^ai^gfX lef^.they ad- 
mit fome phrafes which, though well^underlipod at 
prefem, may be ambigqous in another century. If 
pofteriQT (houldread xax a public nt^ntimetot,. that the 
ladyi carried k^, hrfe a thoufand mUes in a ihou/andl 
hours^ they may ihmk that -the flatue and infcriptioil 
are at variance, becaufe one will reprefent the horfe as 
carrying his l^dy, and the other ^ell that the lady car- 
ried her horfe. 

Some doubts likewife may be raifed by fpeculatiftsi, 
and Ibme controvenfies be agitated among hiftorians, 

C 4 concern- 
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concerning the motive as well as the manner of the 
afiion. As it^will be known, that this wonder was 
performed in a time of war, fome will fuppofe that 
the lady war frighted by invaders, and &cd to pre- 
fenre Her life or her chaftity : others will conjefture, 
that file was thus honoured for fome intelHgetic^ 
carried of the enem/s dcfigns ^ fome will think that 
ftie brou^ news of a viftory ; others, that fhe was 
OMnmHEoned to tell of a conlpiracy j and fome will 
enngmtukte thcmfelres on then' acuter penetration, 
Md find, that all thde notbns of patriotifm and pub- 
Kek (j^rit are improbable and thimerical ; they will 
eonfidently tell, that ihc only ran away from her 
gimfdians, and that the true caufes of her fpeed were 
Ibar and love* / 

Let it therefore be carefully mentioned, that by 
tfils pcirformance fl>e ivon heir wa^er ; and, left thii 
"ftould, by atiy change of manners, feem an inade- 
quate or Inercdfible incitement, let it be added, that 
at this time the original motives of human anions 
had loft their influence } that the love of praife was 
eairtinft ; the fear bf infamy was become ridiculous ; 
jmd the only wfh of in BngUjhman was, io win its 
wcger*. ' ,- . ^ _ * " ^ 

« .The incMentlbfktfinfiy MVeakA I* i!iis|»Jjcf tiappetietf^ 
;ll«f fWft, pud thfWffra|)TO of J*C timfc.gifc tjhaiianportiiicte 
. |o k w^kH thai ifocecffoff wi* to tnwitfcr tx^ mother tody jaf H^ 
'jyoloriety, ^ , . . C* 

. . .^ - .: .: ^;. ' j..l' ^- ^ '- '^ ..- ^ ' ""''■ ■ "- 
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. Numb. 7. Satuhpat, M^y !27> 1758. 

/^NiE oiF the. principal amufements of the IMen 
Uxo read the works of thole mioute hil^oris^^ 
tjie writers of news, wlur, thpugh contemptuouflj^ 
overlooked, by the compofers; of bulky volumes, «fo 
yet neceffary in a. nation -where much wealth -pfo» 
^uces.much leifure,* and .one part of the peopte ;faa| 
Hothing to do-but.to-Dbfecve.the,liveft and.fortunea.^ 
the othe^ ..... - - .- , . -•- -^'i 
^_To,us^ who are regalecj ey^ niorniag ^ ^vei^ 
ing with intelligence, and are fupplied from 4ay-:t|^ 
d»y with jnateriajs. for, copverf^tiou, it. is jdifficuU to 
f<^c^ve bow map. jrai^ fubfift wHh<iiat a new^-papei:^ 
01^ to what entertaiiiinent: coippaiues^^can alfemblifc 
injhofe wide^ regions of jhe earth, thja.t haye^* neither 
06rmclej nor Maga^l^fSyjidik^x Qcts^ttes^i^Qx Adv^^ 
tlfers^ neither jfcuni^Js jno^ Ev^nin^^P^^. ^ , — -t-i 
, ,T|icre ^ are „ne ver , .great numbers, . m , any Wtion, 
wfiofe reafon or inyentioii ciiQ ^nd-emploYment fo^ 
their tongues, who can^raife a pleafing dlfcQurfe 
from their own (lock of fentiments and imagesV^nd 
lhQfe^|eV':^¥feo .4iav8 * qyuySeii Hl*QnrfaUce$- by Ijptcu- 
fatioa.ibr ..^enetahdifquifitiom ^w^foxnr ieft.'wirhd6t 
"^ kXiififeniee. "Th^^cbffiitibfi tatk^of tn^hfnuft reldfe 
to fafts in which the talkers hj^ve, or think they have, 
an intereft ; and, where fuch fads cannot be known, 
the pleafures of fociety will be merely fenfual. Thus 
the natives of the Mahometan empires, who approach 
nioft nearly to European civility, have xxq higher plea- 

fure 
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fure at their convivial affemblies than to hear a piper, 
or gaze upo^ a tumbler ; and no company can keep 
together longer than they are diverted by founds or 
Ihows. . 

All foreigners remark, that the knowledge of the 
common people of England is greater than that of 
any other vulgar. This fuperiprity we undoubtedly 
owe to the rivulets of intelligence, which are con- 
tinually trickling among us, which every one may 
catch, and of which every one partakes. 

This univerfal diffufion of inftru^tion is, perhaps, 
not wholly without its . inconvenience? 5 ^t certainly 
fills the nation with fuperficial difputants; enables 
thofe to talk who were born to work ; and affords in- 
formation fufEcieut to elate vanity, and ftiflTen obfti-? 
nacy, but too little to enlarge the mind into cpmplete 
(kill for full compr^henfion. 

Whatever is found to gratify the publick, will be 
multiplied by the emulation pf venders beyond ne- 
ceffity or ufe. This plenty, indeed, produces cheap-* 
nefs, but cheapnefs always ends in negligence and de* 
pravation. 

The compilation of news-papers is often committed 
to narrow and mercenary minds, not qualified for 
the tafk of delighting or inftruding ; who are content 
to fill their p^per, with whatever matter, without ip^ 
duftry to gather, or difcernment to feleft. 

Thus journals are- daily multiplied wiithout increafe 
of knowledge. The tale of the morning pap^ is 
told again in the evening, and the narratives of the 
evening are bought again in the morning* Thefe 
repetitions, indeed, wafte time, but tl^ey do not 
Ihorten it. The moft eager perufer of news is tired 

before 
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}>efore he iia$ completjed his labour ; and many a man^ 
<who enten the coffee-houfe in his night-gown and 
^flippers, is called away to his fbop, €»r his dinner, be* 
fore he has well confidered the ftate of Europe* 

It is difcovered by Reaumur^ that fpiders might 
make filk, if they could be perfuaded to Uve in 
peace together. The writers of news, if they could 
be confederated, might give more pleafure to the 
publick. llie morning and evening authors might 
/divide an event between them \ a fingle adion, and 
jtfaat^ not of ^uch importance, might be gradually dif- 
covered, fo as to vary a' whole week with joy, anxiety, 
and conjedure. 

We know that a French fhip of war was lately 
jtakep by a (hip of England; but this event was fuf- 
jfered to burft upon us all ^x, once^ and then what we 
Jdiew already was echoed from day to day, and from 
$yeek to week. 

Let us fuppofe thefe ffriders of literature to fpiii 
(together, and enquire to what an extenfive web fuch 
another event might be regularly drawn, and how fix 
morning and fix evening writers might agree to fet?ul 
their articles. 

On Monday Morning the Captain of a fhip migbt 
arrive, who left the Fri/eur of France, and the Bull' 
d^j Captain Grim, in fight of one another, fo that an 
engagement feemed unavoidable. 

Monday Evening. A found of cannon was heard oflF 
Cape Fmijierre, fuppofed to be thofe of the Bull-dog 
and Fri/eur. 

Tue/day Morning. It was this morning reported, 
that the Bull-dog engaged the Fri/eur, yard-arm ahd 
yard-arm, three glaffes and a half, but was obliged to 

i> , iheer 
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Iheer off for want of powder. It is hoped that enquiry 
wai be made into this affair in a proper place. 

Tuefday Evening. The account of the engagement 
between the Bull-dog and Frifeur was premature. 

Wednefday Morning. Another exprefs is arrived, 
which brings news, that the Frifeur had loft all her 
mafts, and three hundred of her men, in the late en- 
gagement \ and that Captain Gfmiis c o me inter hfar^ 
bour much Ihattered. 

Wednefday Evening. We hear that the brave Cap. 

tain Grimj having expended his powder, propofed to 

enter the Frifeur fword in hand ; but that his lieute- 

- nant, the nephew of a certain noWemau, remonftrated 

againft it* j 

Tburfday Morning. We wait impatiently for a full 
account of the late engagement between the Stdl-dog 
znd Frijiur. . / . 

Tburfday Evening. It is fmd the order of the Bafh^ 
wifl be feat to Captain Grim. '" 

.Friday Morning. A certain Lord of the Adrtii:' 
raltyhas been heard to fay of a -ceitain Captain, thiat 
if the: had, dofte hh duty, ^<:tYVain French fhip tnlght' 
have been taken. It was not thus- that merit was re^ 
wardedinttieidays of Cre^/^'a^'^ . . - / ...*.* 

Friday^ Evening. There is - t:ertain' rnformari6tl ^l" 
the. Adjniraliyj that ^ the jF/^/rr i^ taken, ^ftel* a re-,' 
fiftMiceoftwO'hoiirs. • ' - ' ^'-^ .' ' ^ ' 

, Saturday ^McKnihg. A Jetter from one of the gun* 
ners of the BulUdog mentions the taking of the Jr/-' 
feur^ afiki attrfbtJFss tlieir fiitcefiNvfibflyto th^ bravery^ 
ar^'^dudon^f Ciptain'G/vVS^'^v^ ahy 

o£'hiB:advaBcfefti^rt-to borotrgh-jbbbefs/' or any other '^ 
coniipt^ of-tbe peopte*- -V-^ /*'• • ' '-^ *' ^ ****'* 

* ^ Saturday 
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Saturday. Evening. Captain Grim arrived at the 
Admiralty, with an account that he engaged the Fri- 
feur^ a fhip of equal forctt with his own, off Cape Fi- 
nijierre^ and took her after an obftinate refiftance,^ 
having killed one hundred and fifty of the French^ 
with the lofs of ninety-five of his own men. 



Numb, 8. Saturday, June 3, 1758. , 

Ti /i&^ I D L E R. 
SIR, 

IN the time of publick danger, it is every man'a: 
duty to withdraw his thoughts in fome meafure 
icom. his, private intereft, and employ part of his 
time for the general welfare. National condii& ought 
to be the reiult of national wifdom ; a plan formed by 
matore confideration and diligent feledion out <if all 
th^ fchemes which may b^ offered^ and all the in« 
formation which can be procured* 

In a battle, every man fliould fight a& if he was 
the fing^ chsunpion ; in preparations for war, every 
man fhould think, as if the laft event depended on 
his counfel. None can tell what difcoveries are 
within his rieach, or how much he may contribute to 
thfe publick fafety. 

Full of the£& confidei^jitipns, I have cat^uUf re^ 
Viewed the procefs of the war^ and find, wiiat every 
o|hcr man has found, thatwe have bitherti^ added 
jiatbing toi wx military rq>utatmi : that at one time 

we 
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ifc have been beaten by enemied Vfh6td we did not 
fee ; and, at another, have avoided the fight of ene-^ 
mies left vre fbould be beaten. 

Whether our troops are defe£Hve in difcipline of 
in courage, is not very ufeful to kiquire ; they evi<^ 
dently want (bmething neceffary to fuccefs $ and he 
that ihall fupply that want will deierve well of his 
country. 

To learn of an enemy has always been accounted 
politick and honourable j and therefore I hope it wilf 
raife no prejudices againft my projeft, to confefe that t 
borrowed it from a Frenchman. 

When the Ifle of Rhodes was> msiy centuries agoy 
in the hands of that military order now called the 
Knights of Malta^ it was ravaged by a dragon, who 
inhabited a den under a rock, from which be ifiued 
forth when he wsp hungry or wanton, and without 
£ear or mercy devoured men and beafts as they cadie 
in his way. Many councils were held, and mkn/ 
devices offered, for his deftruftion ; but as his bacfc 
was armed with impenetrable fcales, none would 
venture to attack him. At laft Dudon^ a Freneh 
knight, undertook the deliverance of the ifland.- 
Fronx fome place of fecurity fie took a vfew of f he 
dragon, or, as a modem foklier would fay, fecm^ 
Tioitred him, and obferved that.hia bftlly wa^ naked 
wd vulnerable. He thai returned home to makd 
hfs arrangements; and,. by a very e:sad imimtion of 
nature, made a dragon of paftebosu-d, in th^ belly 
of which he put. beibf and muttony and' accnftomed 
two flurdy maftiffs to feed them£^^es by tearing 
their way ,to the concealed fldh. .When his itJogf 
were weU.pia£tifed.ja this. method of. jdua^jpr, :hd 

marched 
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marched out with them at his heels, aiid (hewed thetft 
the dragon ; they roihed upon hhn in queft of their 
dinner; Dudon battered his fcull, while they lace* 
rated his belly ; and neither his fling nor claws were 
able to defend him. 

Something like this might be prafUfed in our prc- 
fent (late* Let a fortification be raifed on SaHJbury^ 
Plain, refembiing Bre/i, or Toulon^ or Paris itfelf^, 
with all the ufual preparations for defence : let the 
inclofure be filled with beef and ale : let the foldiersy 
from fome proper eminence, fee fhirts waving upoA 
lines, and here and there a plump landlady hurrying 
about with pots in their hands. When they are fuf«> 
ficiently animated to advance, lead them in exad 
order, with fife and drum, to that fide whence the 
wind blows, till they come within the fcent of roaft 
•meat and tobacco. Contrive that they may approach 
the place failing about an hour after dinner-time^ 
afTure them that there is no danger, and command 
an attack. 

If nobody within either moves or fpeaks, it is not 
unlikely that they may carry the place by flormf 
but if a panick fhould feize them, it will be proper 
to defer the enterprfze to a more hungry hour* 
When they have entered, let them fill their bellies 
and return to the camp. 

On the next day let the fame place be (hewn 
them again, but with fome additions of ftrength or 
terrour. I cannot pretend to inform our generals 
through what gradations of danger they fhould train 
their men to fortitude. They bed know what the 
foldiers and what themfelves can bear. It will be 
proper tliat the war fhouIA every day vary its ap- 
8 pearance. 
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pearaticc. Sotnetimcs, as they mount the rampart, 
a cook may throw fat upon the fire, to accuftom them. 
to a fudden blaze ; and fometimes, by the clatter of 
ctnpty pots, they may be inured to formidable, noifes* 
But let it never be forgotten, that viiSory muft repofe 
with a full belly. 

In time it will be proper to bring our French pri-^ 
foncrs from the coaft, and place them upon the walls 
in martial order. At their firfl: appearance their 
hands nitift be .tied, but they, may be allowed to grin. 
In a month they may guard the place with their hands 
loofed, provided that on pain of death they be for* 
bidden to ftrike. 

' By this method our army will foon be brotighf tp^ 
look an enemy in the face. But It has been latefyj 
obfarved, that fear is received by the ear as wetl'^s 
the eyes; and iXitSndtan war-cry is reprefenteH as^^ 
too dreadful to be endured; as a found that. will' 
force the braveft veteran to drop his weapon, anci dq» 
fert his rank ; that will deafen his ear, and chill jn^su 
will neither fufFer him to hear.orders pr^ ^ 
5, or retain any fenfibility but the d^ea^,,^ 

favage clamours of naked barb^i^n^ „j 
(hould thus terrify troops difciplined to war, ^aij^ 
ranged in array with arms in their hand?, i^ fui:elf ^^^^ 
ftrange. l^ut this; is no time' to rc^fqn^, I ^m of,, 
opinion, that by a •pj'fper mixture, of aire?^, bulls^^ . 
turkeys, geefe, and tragedians, a noife mjght b^^pr<>. ^ :; 
cur^d equajly horrid with. t,he wa^^uy. ^Wbgn qot 
men have been encour<ige4 by f>,e/juei^ vidories, .■-; 
nothing will remain but;, to qualify tft^qi for .^v^^wfi. •:. 
dangerj> by a fudden coijqcrt of terrifiq . ,'Vtpciferji* 

tiott. 
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don. When they have endured this laft trial, let 
them be led to aftion, as men who are no longer to 
be frightened ; as men who can bear at once the 
grimaces of the Gauls ^ and the howl of the Ameri-^ 
cans. 



Numb. 9^ Saturday, June 10, 1758. 

To the IDLER. 

SJ R, 
T HAVE read you ; that is a favour few authors 

can boaft of having rccaved from nw befides ^ 
yourfelf. My intention in telling yoij of it i§ toin- - 
form you, that you have both pleafed and angered . 
me. Never did writer appear fo delightful • 

you did when you adopted the name of t 
But what a fejling-off was there when your 
dufUoii was brought to light! A natural 11 
attachment to that favourable pai&on, idlings 
me to hope for indulgence from the Idler ^ I 
him a ft ranger to the titl^. 

What rules has he propofed totally to unbrace the 
flackencd nerve; to (hade the heavy eye of inatten- ' 
tion; tb give the fmooth feature ahd the uncon- 
traded mufcle ; or procure infenfibSity to the i^hole 
animal cotoipofition ^ 

Thefe were fome of the placid bleffings I protnifed 
*myfetf tfte enjoyment of, when I committed viol^cii 
updn^ myfidf by mufterihg up idi my ftrength to fet | 
Vot. VIL D about 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34 THE IDLER- N^ 9- 

about reading you ; but I am difappolnted in th^m 
^11, and the ftroke of eleven in the mornii\g is dill 9^ 
terrible to me as before, and I find putting on my 
clothes (lill as painful and laborious. Oh that oqr 
climate would permit that original nakednefs wh.i(:Ji, 
the thrice happy Indians to this day enjoy! How 
many unfolicitous hours (hould I bafk away, warmed 
in bed, by the fun's glorious beams, could I, Hke 
them, tumble from thence in a moment, when necef- 
fity pblfges m^ to endure the tonneni of getting upon 
my legs. 

But wherefore do I talk to you upon fubjeds . of 
tbi$ delicate nature ? you who feem ignorant of the 
inexpreffible charms of the elbow-chair, attende4 
^kh 4 (oft ftopl for the ^leiratioi^ pf the feet i Thu% 
vacaiit \f;^ t^io^ght, do I indulge the live-long, 

*lavl « V .* 

e happiQefa as you pleafi^; \^^ 
\ which makes it confifl in tht sih 
p reflet is pain ; .^ (lir. i| paift|[ 
refte^ or ftir .bu( when 1 can^ 
you will call my fcheme of life i^ 
4olence,\and therefpre think the Idfer ekcakd hpm 
^klng any npti?e of me;: ^^t I have always Ippls^ 
upon indolence and idlenefs a^ the fame;, andfo de- 
fire you will now ajid then, while you profefc your^ 
£eif of our frat^tiity, take fprnq P9tice of me, ,and 
others in my fituation,^ who think ^ft^eyh^ve a light 
to your affiftance ; or relibquUh the name. ♦. 

You may publifli, bum, or deftroy this^^ Juft m 
J^ou are i^ the hiimOur ; it is ten to one but I fiiiget 
that I wrqte it, before it res^ches you. I bebeve ypo 
may find a motto for it in Horace^ bu( I cannot seach 

him 
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him without getting out of my chair ; that is a fuffi- 
dent reafon for my not affixing any. — And being 
obliged to fit upright to ring the bell for my fervant 
to convey this to the penny-poft, if I flip the oppor- 
tunity of his being now in the room, makes me 
break off abruptly *. 

This correfpondent, whoever he be, is not to be 
difmi&d without fome tokens of regard. There is 
no mark more ceitain of a genuine Idler^ than unea* 
fine{s without i9oleilation, and complaint without a 
grievance. 

Yet my gratitude to the contributor of. half a pa- 
per ftall not wholly overpower my fincerity. I muft 
inform him, that, with all his pretenfions, he that 
calls for dire^ons to be idle, is yet but in the rudir 
ments of idlenefs, and t^s attained i^eiiher the prfic- 
tfce nor theory of wafting life. The true nature of 
iddenefs he will know in time, by continuing to be 
kHe. Virgil tells us of an impetuous and rapid being, 
that 5icquires ftrength by motion. The Idlqr acquires 

xiri^iahf hv Ivinor ftiH. 



* B7 an unknown con^fpondent. C. 
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cxiftencc, only by an obmfe lai^uor and drowfy dit 
coatem* 

This i» the lowcft ftage to whidi the laTouritw of^ 
idlenefs can defeend ; ihefe regions of undeKghted* 
quiet can be entered by few. Of thofe that are pre- 
pared to fmk down into their (hade, fome are rouTed 
into adiou by avarice or ambition, fome are awakened 
by the voice of fame, fome allured by the fmile of 
beauty, and many withheld by the importunities of 
want. Of all the enemies of idlenefs, want is the 
moft formidable* Fame is foon found to be a foun^ 
and love a dream ; avarice and ambition may m 
jtjftly fiifpeded of pivy confederacies with idleneis ; 
f^ when they have for a while protected * their vota* 
ries, they often deliver them up to end their fives 
uutderih^ deminion. Want always ftrnggles agsd&ifl: 
idleaefs^ but Want herfelf is often overcome; and 
every hour fliews the careful obferver ihak who &adi 
rather live in eafe thaa in plenty. -. 

So wide is the region of Mlenefs, and fo powafiA» 
her inflttence. But fhe does not immediately tooBsti 
all her gifts. My correfpondent, who feems, wiAi 
att.lli>,^rw>rs^: M^ortby of advice^ ihuft be fold, tbatihe 
is^ caUin§ tap hs^dily for the laft eSufionof total in*/ 
ff^bilkyw ^ -Whateyer he may have been tanght byi 
* tgiikilful /^i/^ff/ttp believe,. labour is neceflary in hb, 
initiation tp ijdlemefs. He that , never labours maf 
know the pains of idlenefs, but not the pl^ufc^:) 
The comfort is, tba(if he devote^ himfelf to infenfi* 
biUty, he will, daily lengthen the intervals of idlencfi^'^ 
tuid 0iQrten thofe of labour,, till at laft he will ]kh 
dowa^io re^, ^d nojoiiger difturb the world gr 
bimfelf by buftle or competition. 

Thus 
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Thus I have endeavoured to give him that in* 
fcormaitioii which, perhaps, after all, he did not 
want ; for a true Idler often calls for that which he 
knows is never to be had, and afks queftions which 
he does not defire ever to be anfwered. 



Numb. 10. Satitrday, June 17, 1758. 

CREDULITY^ or conficknce of opinion too 
. gTjeat.ibr the evidence from viihich Opinion is 
4edved, we find to be a general wteknefs imputed 
by:cvery feft and jwrrty to all others; and indeed by 
everj^ maoi to every other man. 

j jQf: alt lands of ^a'edulityj the moft obftinate and 
wonderfuhis that of political zealots; of men, who 
bcai% immbered, they know not how or why, ill 
any of the parties that divide a ftate, reiign the ufe 
cCitbeir own eyes and ears, and refolve to believe 
noi^Ung that does not &vour thofe whom they pro« 
fdato follow. 

^fEhe bigot of philofophy is feduced by authorities 
which he has not always opportunities to exanune, 
isr^tmangkd in fyftems by which tiruth and fitlfehockl 
ate ine$^abty complicated, or undertakes to talk 
ofi^^l^e^ which nature did not form him able to 
c<nnpr«bend; 

Ttte Carfefian, who denies that his horfe feels the 
fpiltV ^that the hare is afraid when the hounds ap« 
plt)ach her ; the difciple of Malbranche^ who main, 
tarns diat the man was not hurt by th^ bullet, which, 

D 3 according 
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according to vulgar apprdbenfioa, fwqK awa^f hv 
legs; the follower of Berkekf^ wbo^ ^tuk he fiti 
writing at hi$ table, declares ttet he has neUvir 
tdblc^ ps^per, nor fingers ; bav# all the honour at \mk 
of being deceived by fallacies not eafily dateifted^ 
^d may plead that diey did not foifake truth, but 
for appearance^ which tiiey were not able to diftiQ)» 
guifh from it* 

an who engages in a party has feldom tp 
thing remote or aibftiride. The prefent 
;s is. before his eyes ; atid, if he caniu)t 
without retro^^on, yet he feldom ej^ 
iws beyond the biftoriGal evc^i of /the 
All the knowledge that he can wa^t 
attainment, and mod o£ the ar^imntt 
I hear are within his capacity* 
. Yet fo it is that an Mer meets ever^ hfs^r of 
his lifew^h men who have diff^srent opim^atuft^ 
every thix^ . pad,. P^^p suxd future ; who denjii^ 
mofl notorious, fa^ contradict th^ moft j^c^gflut 
tr^thsr wd peifid^ ia aflerwg tp-day what^ th^ery Hf^ 
l^rtfAryefterd^yi in defiance .of evid^cei and ^9tt» 
4ta»j^< <;^c5}rfu^tion* ^ .,.- 

-i Two of my cpi^p^x^jM, who. are grown ^Id^pi 
idlenefs, are Tom Tem^ and Jaci Smakff* BetH/bf 
them cpgfidj^f ^hemfely^,4sni^VB^^d by their ;par* 
.|i^,j aifd t%^e entftl^to cre^t j fqr 3(i^,.ihR#ji 
ij^^%avu[j^igg5atitHc^ ? .'Jfefy ^^^M^ ^^ <>?' »' 
j|^^ty,,wlier^rnpJE?aiou8 ji^j^r^^ to^ep^omoMNi^j 
.3^iad..b9t|x loy^s d^ t^^ wt)e%i^ey^a|«^«wt hfa^ 
,^b poUtical4#?ats. ,, , ;. . i; ,,: : . mx ^ • 

;r '^'P?^. ^^^M i* .^ J^y . fff nf*a«^.*« ; hojife . ^ 
Stmrt. He can recoi^t(^[the prodigies that have ^-r 

peared 
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pfeuftfl in <he flcy, and the calamities that have 
itffiided the nation every year from the itevolutjon ; 
iAAh of opbibn, that, if the exiled family had con- 
^ded tct mpij there Would have neither b^en worms 
i6 Cmr (hips nor caterpillars in our trees. He won- 
'iHts ihat the nation was not' awakened by the hard 
ftoft to a revt)dkti6n' of the true kbg, and is hourly 
afraid that the whole ifland t^ill be loft in the fea. 
lie IteUev^ that khig WWiam burned Whitehall that 
lie Wight fteal the ftimiture; and that Tillotfon died 
an Aftidl^. Of quedi Anne he fpeaks with more tenl 
derneS, owns that flie meant well, and can tell by 
Kt^hohi and whjr Ihe was poifoned. In the fucceeding 
fri^ all has been corruption, malice, and defign* 
Ife MUeves that nothing ill has ever happened 
for thefe foity years by chance or error ; he holds 
'that ^ battle of Dettingen was won by miftake, and 
'^m of F^ntency foft by cbntrad ; that the Vidory was 
^Emfc by A private order ; that Camhrll was fired by 
'miK&fiai hotA the council ; and the arch of Weji* 
mit^er-brid^ liras (6 conti'ived as to iink on purpofe 
Mm k\it tiV^kxh mi^ be put ta charge. He con. 
fideits the new road to IJlington as an encroachment 
en Uiierfy, and often aflerts that htoadwhetls wilt be 
^fxAiiofEh^and. 

Tom is generally vehement and lioify, but never- 
l!helefs has fome fecrets which he ahvays communi* 
eates ift ft whifpeh Many and many a time has Tom 
told tn^^ in a comer, that our miferies were almoft 
m an etid, ahd that we fliould fee, in a moftth, an- 
Mhet monarch 6fl the throne ; the time elapfes with* 
dUt a revolution ; Tom meets me again with new 

D4 intel- 
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^ttAigenoey the D>hde fchetne is now^ fettled^ wdive 
^fh^ fee great events in aodther month. 

ymk Sneaker \b a hearty adherent to the prefent 

eftablifhment ; he has known thofe who faw the bed 

intqjKhich fhf; Pr(trpndfr.wa>,cQPV€y€d m ar wanning^ 

pan. He often rejoices that the nation was not eo. 

ilaved by the Irijk* He believes that king Wiliiam 

never loft a battle, and that if he had lived one year 

longer he would have c^^u^pered Fram^^ He holds 

that Charles the Firft was a Paplft. He allows thore 

tsrere fome good mm m the reign of queen Anne^* lyit 

T^ peace of Utrecht brou^t a blaft upon the nation, 

and has been the caufe of aU the evil that we have 

^fiiffcred to the prefent hour. He b^Beves that the 

fcheme of the South Sea was well intended, but tluit 

it miftarried by the infiuence ^T fiance. He con- 

:iidets.si ft^ding artny ais the Ihilwark of ^berty, 

^idmdfis us^&ctt«6d fi^m €orru|3^m by feptenmal pskr^^ 

-IktottotSy relate \n09f we are eniiched and ftreng^ 

: e0od:l^ the cdedco^ domiiions, and dechures ^t 

t^he^l^iiblHJL d^ ia'a J>feffiiig lo-^^ 

Yet, ^midft all this prpfpefity, poo^ Jack is4ldurly 
, dif^urlXulhy:tb^dceadof Popety^^ He wondtrs^that 
^ fomajt^o: laws itfe. not made iagalnft P^pifts, and 
, is ibmettiiies afotid that. &ey are^ bitfy wUh Ft&uk 
^ g^ld gmoftg the t)Uhops ^ jixlges* 

. He cannot betiflce.tbat the Noojurors areib^taet 
.for, noi^iing^ thf^y nmft certainly, be: fbraxk^ iksme 
plot for the i^abUfinnent of' Popery ; he does not 
think thf ^e^t. oaths ^ fufficiently binding, and 
wiflies that fome better fecurity co^ild be fo^nd for 
the fucceffion of Batmir* .He h zealous for the 
-• naturali- 
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«ittt£alizatfeaoffi3rqgn Protiefttti^ and refoicei at 
the admiffion of the Jtwi to the £t^^ pdvilq^fli^ 
i^ecaufe he thought a j^ ^i^uld nev^r be a Papift* 



Numb. 11. Saturday, June 24^ 1758. 

TT is commonly obferved, thtf whra two flf^li^ 

men meet» their firit talk is of the weather $ diej 

.^e iu. bafte to t^U each other, what «ach imii); aheady 

, ^ow^. that.it k hc^or,cold» bn^t or doudy^, windy 

:Of cabi. 

. -There are, among the nnmeroiis Jover$^ of fiAtil- 

fm and paa*adpam, fome wbo^^ derive ii» dvil infU- 

tlwtions of every coantry from ita «limate> wi^inpute 

. Cr^^^kmn and flaveiy. tp the tem|>eiatme of the air, 

.c^ fi:^ th^ DK^dian of vice and ^ue^ and tell at 

what degr^ of ladtude we are. ta expcGt CMiage or 

;,ti«iadity, knowledge <)r ignoianoe. 

FfQSOr tbefe dreama of idle fpecii)laiio% a fl%ht fm-« 
: «py of life, asd a litlb knowledge of hiftory, are fiifG- 
ciem to awaken any inquirer, whofe ^ntrftiOT of 
diftinaion has not overpoweiwi his lore of truth. 
Forms of government are £sklom the tefult of much 
ddibcralbn ; Aey are framed by chance in popular 
aflemblicB, or in conqufrod countriea by defpotick 
authority. Lawa aure often occafional, often capri- 
cious, made aUvays by a few, and fometimes by a 
fmgle voice. Na&w haw changed their charac- 
ters J flavery is now no where more patiently en. 

dured. 
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doTAiy tk^ A odufitries c^ce inhabited by the ze^- 
l0ii( ^ liberty* 

- But lia^nal ttiftofns can s^e only frottk genehit 
agreement; they are not impofed, but chofen^ and 
ve cominued <»)y by Uie eontinuafice of their canfe* 
An EngUjhman^ notice of the weather, is the natural 
coofequence of changeable ikies and uncertain fea- 
fcns. hi many parts rf the world, wet weather and 
dry are regularly cxpefted at Certain periods ; but iii 
our ifland everv hian goes to fleep^ unaUe to guefii 
vhetbef he tttm behold iii the morning a bright ot 
d^udy atnmfphere, wheth<^r his reft fiiall be lulled 
.fcy a fliowef, or brokai by a teftipcft. We there^ 
Jijre tejoice mutoally at good t^reither, as at an efcajJe 
bom fometbing that we feared ; ^nd mutually com. 
flain of bdki) as of the lofs of fom^hing that we 

Swh II the il^fim t^ <Mt pmdice ; knd who fliatl 
treat it with <p^^m|yti Sureiy liot thfc itttendant on 
9 flirty whc^ ^iinds k to wAtch the Ibokl of a 
($^g weak aft4 &it3^ts hihiTetf, and whdfe tadty 
U lo Tficount the imnites of iiten^ who might dn^ 
aiiio n(Hhff%, and leat^ lio taetiity ; ncn* ih^ |:imprie* 
tor ofiimde^ M^boftops his acqii^iiitattice in the ftreet 
IjU tell him of the \^g ot hiiif*il<roWA ; iter the iit« 
40iref after newi^ who hUs hii head with fbr^h 
^e9j^» jmd taHis of {kirmilbes atkl fleges^ <tf i^hich 
m^ tctofeqaqnce win ^«r heacH his hJbaret^ or hitit^ 
felf* The Weather is a nobler and tnoit ^terefting 
fu^jea; k is the pt:ftfe« &^U of th^ llti^ aiid Of the 
fanb^ on which piemyand faffiind ait» Aiibeiided, ot^ 
which itiUUdns depend for the neceflaiies k life. 

-■: ..• / . ' • . The 
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ThewetAer k firequemly meatioticd ki zAoAut 
reafpn, lefe luHiourtble to my dear coulitrynM^ 
Our difpofitioM too fre^lueiitlj tbangs witii the co- 
ioar of the ^y ; and when we iuld ourfelves cheerfid 
and good^natuitdy we naturally pay our acknowi- 
iedgmenc$ f o the powers of funihine ; or^ if we fink 
into dulne& and peevifhne&i iopk round the horieoft 
for an ei^cufe> and charge our dificoitteiit upon aH 
caiterly wind or a cloudy day% 

Surdy nothing is more reproachful to a beiag^eftb 
dowed with reafpn^ than to refign M powers to t!ie 
influence of the air^ a^ liire in dependence on the 
weather and the wiad^ hr ihe only bleffings which 
nature haa put into ^^ur power, tranquillity and be- 
nevoletice^ To look v^ to the Iky for the nutrimeinft 
of our bodies, is, the. condition of nature ; to caH 
upon the fun for peace and gaiety, or deprecate the 
<;l9uds le0:Jbrrow fliould orerwhehn us, in th« 
cpwardi^ of idleaeft, and the idolatry of f<>l}y« 
, Yet, even in this age of inquiry ^d knowledge, 
wNd fikpcfftitiim is driven away, and omens and 
iprpdi^ have loft their tserrors, we find this folly 
cpamtmapl^ by frequent: examiples. HioTe that 
l^h at jhe portjsntoua glare ef a liomet, and he^ 
^c£QW "fprit^i Mn^X tranquillity from the right or left, 
wj^l y4t ^ ^ times and fituations proper for intel- 
Jieffaj^lferform^ii^es^.wiU iuu^^ the) i^ey exalted 
t^j vernal b^j^e^, and the reafon invigorated by a 
i^g^ csdnu ... 

, If men who bjiye given up thcm&lvcs to fanciful 

;5^ce^v4fty would jconfine their conceits in their own 

minds^ they ought regulate their lives by the baro- 

mqter, with inconvenience only to themfelves j but, 

to 
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to fill the world with accounts of intellecls fubjeft to 
^tb and fiow^ of one genius that awakened in the 
fprmgj and another that ripened in the autumn, of 
one mind expanded in the fummer, and of another 
concentrated in the winter, is no lefs dangerous tbait 
to tell children of bugbears and goblins* Fear wiH 
find every houfe haunted ; and idlenefs will wait fcH^^ 
ever for the moment of illumination. ^ 

IpMs diftinftion of feafons is produced only by 
iihagination operating on luxury. To temperancje 
every day is bright, and every hour is propitious to ^ 
diligence. He that fliall refolutely excite his facul- 
ties, or ejcert his virtues, will foon make himfelf fu* 
perior' to the feafons, and may fet at defiance the . 
and the evening damp, the blafts of 
he clouds of the fouth. 
K)afl of the Stoick philofophy, to make 
by calamity, and unelale4 by fuccefs,: 
>y pleafure, and invulnen^ by pain ; 
ts of wifdom which none ever attained, 
sw can afpire ; but there are lower dp^,. 
mcy necefiary to common virtue j mAi 
every maAi however he may dillruft himfelf ki the pc« 
trenies of good or evil ; might at lead ftruggle againft 
the tyraiiny of tb^ climate^ and refufe to enflave bis 
virtye; or his reafon tp t|ie nioft variable of ^1 variah» 
ti^n^ the cha^igcs of the wejather. ^ 

V ^- .':-d • -'o' :. ' . . - / ■ ' -' ■' ■' 



Ji.^ 
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Numb. 12, Saturday, Jidi/ h 1753. [ 

HTHAT every man is important in his ovti eyes, 
is a pofition of which we all either voluntarily 
or unwarily at leaft once an hour confefs the truth ; 
and it will unavoidably follow, that every man be- 
lieves himfelf important to the publick. 

The right which this importance gives us to gene- 
ral notice and vifible diftinftion, is one of thofe dif- 
ptitable privileges which we have not always courage 
to affert ; and which we therefore fuffer to lie dor- 
mant till fome elation of mind, or vicilGtude of 
fortune, incites us to declare our pretenfions ^nd en- 
force' our deihands. And, hopelefs as the claim of 
vulgar characters may feem to the fupercllious and 
fevere, there are few who do not at one time or other ' 
endeavour to ftep forward beyond their rank, who . 
do not make fome ffruggles for fame, and fliew that 
they think all other conveniences and delights im-] 
p^rfeaiy enjoyed without a name. 

'to get a name, can happen but to few. A name, 
even 4n^ the moft commercial nation, is one of the 
few things which cannot be bought. It is the free ' 
gift of mankind, which mud be deferved before it 
will be granted, and is at laft unwillingly bellowed. 
But this unwillingnefs only increafes defire in hitn 
who believes his merit fufficient to overcome it. 

Tliere is a particular period of life, in which this 

:fondnefs for a name feems principally to predominate 

in both fexes. Scarce any couple comes together 

but 
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but die nuptials are declared in the newfpapers with 
encomiums on each party. Many an eye, ranging 
over the page with eager curiofity in quell of ftatef- 
nen and hepoes^ is flopped by a marriage celebrated 
between Mr. Buckram^ an eminent {alefman in 
Tbrfodmedte-Jireet^ and Mifs Dolly Jumper^ the only 
daughter of an eminent diftiller, of the parifh of Sh 
Giks^s in the Fields^ a young lady adorned with 
eirery accomplifliment that can give happinefs to the 
married (late. Or we are told, amidfl: our impa-' 
tience for the event of a battle, that on a certain 
day Mr. Winker ^ a tide-waiter at Tarmauth^ was mar* 
tied to Mrs. Cackle^ a widow lady of great accom* 
plifiiments, and that as (bon as the ceremony wa^ 
pafopTOed they fet out in a poft-chaife for Tar^ 
nmtb. . 

Many are the inqinrks which fuch intelligence' 
flmft undoubtedly r^, but nothing in this world is 
laftkig* When the reader has contemplated with 
envy, or with gladnefi, the felicity of Mr. Buckratn 
and Mr. Winker^ and ranlacked his memory fqr th§ 
dames of Juniper znA'Cackte^ his attention is diverted^ 
tb^otheit thoughts, by finding that Mirz^ will tiol 
edwi"this feafon ; or that a fpanid has been loft or 
ftokn^ that aifwers-' to the name of Ranger. 
-k. Wb^ceit^ar^ that on the day of marriage ail 
agree to caHthHft openly for honours, I am potable 
to difcov^i^ Some, perhaps, think it kind, t>y ijc" 
pubUck d^iaitition, to put- an end to the hopes xX 
rivalry-'Wd' the fe*rs^ of jealoufy, to let parents km9# 
ijiat they 4nay fet their daughters at liberty whom 
they have lacked: ep^for fear of the bridgroom, of 
tor. di&ni& t€K tikdt counters and their ofEce^ the 

amorous 
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aaKjrous yo^tlis t^jit h^4 bepn ufcd to hwejr 4tWfi4\ 
th^ dwelling of the brkte. 

Th^fi? coiuxubi^l praif^js may havewviber cwfe* 
It i^ay b<? tbe mt^ntion of the bufband znd. mie ta^ 
dignify tbemfelve$ in the. eyes of each other, and^ 
^fiprdiji^ to tbetf different tempers or expe^tions; 
tQ wia affe^ion, or en£Qroe refped. 

It was faid of the family of Lucas, that k vizb mm 
by^ for ^ the brothers were valiant^ and all tbef^ers 
mere virtuous. What would 2^ ftranger fay of the 
^gij/k imti09, in which on the day of marmg«,aH 
the men are eminent, aad all the women be^taijtdi 
0^^0mpiijbe4f and riehf 

_Pow long the wif? will be perfuaded of the emJ* 
HfiM:^ of her huftand» or the hufband conttnw. to 
believe that his wife has the qualities required ta 
ipajl^e marriage ha^, ^^7 reafonably be qusfli^n* 
f d^ I am afraid thai much ^ time lOeldom paflctfrb^imt 
ciach is conmced that praif<^ are fallacious, a^ 
particularly thole praifes which wie con&r iipon oucf 
felve^. 

. I ftiould therefore think, that this cuftoni . ought 
be omitted without, any lofs to tbe^community j.jand 
that the fons and daughters of ^nes and atleyss might 
go hereafter to the next church, with no witoeflSgts of 
their worth or happinefs but their parent and . their 
friends; but if they cannot be happy on the brkial 
day without fome gratification of their vanity, I hope 
they will be willing to encourage a friend of mme 
who propofes to devote ]his powers to their fervice. 

Mr. Settle, 2L man whofe eminence was once allo\Ked 
by the eminent, and whofe accomplijhments were c<a^ 
feiTed by the accomplijhed, in the latter part ctf a long 

2 life 
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fife fu^^rted himfelf by an uncommon expedient. 
He had a ftanding elegy and epithalammm, of which 
only the firft and lad were leaves varied occafionally^ 
and the intermediate pages were$ by general terms» 
left applicable alike to every character. When any 
marriage became known^ Settle ran to the bridegroom 
with his epithalamium ; and when he heard of any 
death, ran to the heir with his elegy. 

Who can think himfelf difgraced by a trade that 
%as praftifed fo long by the rival of Dryden^ by the 
poet whofe Emprefs of Morocco was played before 
princes by ladies of the court ? 

My friend purpofes to open an office in the Fleet 
Ibr matrimonial panegyricks, and will accommodate 
aH with praife who think their own powers of ex« 
preffion inadequate to their merit. He will fell any 
man or woman the virtue or qualificatiixi which m 
moft fafhionable or moft delired; but defires his 
cuftomers to remember, that he fets beauty at the 
iiigheft price^ and riches at the next, and if he he 
well paid, throws in virtue for nothing* 
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ToihelJyLEn, 

Dear Mr. IdleRj^ 

f HOUGH few Hiea of pnidettM ace much in^ 
dined to iA^erpoTe in difpvies between > msm 
ladn^e^ who coms&onlj make peice it tbe expeiu^r 
of the arbitrator ; yet I will venture to lay befoie.y4»f 
%^€antrov^yv by which tbe^^qfoiet o^.my hoofie: lias 
iMa Imig <y(biurb€id, aiul which, unIeft^|Qaci>caa ^ 
^cide It, k lifeefy la pnyditce h£6ng a%y/and .mUhb- 
itrtbofe hours whkh nattifc feems, Iq bftye apprp^tiw 
afcd- to :tcndcrafift and rqiofa. . 

Imtrridd a wifcwiib no great fm^Hie^ hot ^ f 
family rensuurbible for dome^kk pay^nor, aiiid lel^ 
gont' frugality. I. lived with her ^ ^ai^i^ if fiot with 
happinefs^ and :iieldQm had anf ceafim of coo^laint. 
The houfe was always clean, the feryajits were adiiyfs 
.atid regulat, dinner was pn the table cveiy day at (h^ 
f|in|ie minute, and the ladi^ of the .neigldx)urhood 
wer^: fi^htwed when I invited thpir hijrfbands, left 
thcar own economy (hould be lefs *^f)efped. 

During this gentle lapfe of life, my dear brought 
me three daught^*s. I wi&ed for, a (op, to continue 
the family ; but my wife^tei^ tells me^ that boys are 
dirty things, and are airways ^troubljefoine in a houfe ; 
and declares that (he haf hated t^e; light of them ever 
fihcje file iaw. 4a|4y pm4ie'^ eldeft ft)n vide over a car* 
:p0t with b^ hqbl^y-hQffe^idl mire.^^ 
. Vol. VIL E I did 
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I did not much ahend to her opinion, but knew 
that girls could not be made boys ; and therefore 
compofed myfelf to bear what I could not remedy 
and refolved to befl:6w that care on my daughters^ 
to which only the fons are commonly thought en* 
titled. 

But my wife's notions of education differ widely 
from mine. She is an irreconcilfiable enemy to idle* 
nefsv and confiders every ftate of life as idlenefs, in 
which the hands are not employed, or fome art ac- 
quired, by which (he thinks money may be got ojr 
£aved. 

, In purfuance of tius principle, ihe calk up her 
daAighters at a certain hour, and appoints them a taik 
4>f needle^work to be performed before breakiaft. 
They arfe confined in a garret, which has its window 
in the roof, both becaufe work is beft done at a iky. 
li^tyt^and ^caufe children are apt to lofe time by 
looking about them. * '/ ' ■ 

They bring down their work to breakfaft, and as 
they deferve are commended or reproved; they are 
then fent up with a new tafk till dinner : if no cora^ 
piny is expeSed, their mother fit^ with 'thedi the 
'whole afternoon, to dired their operations, and to 
*^w patterns, and is fometimes denied to h^ i^eareft 
relations wh^ ihe is engaged in teaching them sTUe^ 
ftitch. i - ^ 

By this comJnual exerdfe of their diligence, (be 
has obtained a very cbnfidera^e number of laboriouis 
performajitcs. We have twice as many fire*lkre«ni 
as chitnneys^ and three flourHhed cjuilts for every 
bed; Hdf the room^ are adomcil with a kind of 
Jiifilfi fiffura^ which imitate tapeftry. But all their. 

work' 
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work is not fct out to fhew ; Ihe has boxes filled. with 
knit garters and braided fhoes. She has twenty co- 
vers for (ide-{addles embroidered with filver flowers, 
and has curtains wrdught with gold in various figures, 
which ihe refojves fome time or other to hang 
up* All thefe (he difplays to her company when- 
ever ihe is elate with merit, and eager for praife ; 
and, amidil the praifes which her friends and herfelf 
beilow upon her merit, ihe never fails to turn to me, 
and aik l\rhat ^11 thefe wovild coft, if I had been to , 
buy them. 

I jR>m^imes venture to tell her, that many of the 
ornaments are fuperfluous ; that what is done with 
(6 much! labour might have been fuppUed by a very 
eafy purchaie; that the work is not always worth 
the materials ; and that I know not why the children 
ihouid be perfecuted with ufelefs talks, or obliged to 
make ihojes that are never worn. She anfwers with 
a look of conteoipt, that men never care how money 
goes, and proceeds to tell of a dozen new chairs for 
which ihe is contrivmg covers, and of a couch 
which ihe intends to itand as a monument of needle* 
work. 

In the mean time, the girls grow up in total tgno* 
ranee of every thing paft, prdent, and future. Molly 
aiked me the other day, whether Ireland was in 
France^ and was ordered by her mother to mend her 
hem. Kitty knows not, at'fixteen, the difference be- 
tween a Proteftant imd a Papiil, becaufe ihe has been 
employed three years in filling the fide of a clofet 
with a hanging that is .to reprefent Cranmer in the 
flames. And Dally^ my eldeil girl, is now unable to 
read a chapter m die Bible, having fpent all the time, 

£12 which 
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which other children pafs at fchool, in wdrkirtg the 
interview between Sohmon and the queen of Sb^a* 

About a month ago. Tent and Tttrkey-Skthk^ttneA 
at a (land ; my wife knew not i^hat hew #drk to in« 
troduce } I ventured to propofe that the girto flicMild 
now learn to read and write, and memion^d the M4 
ceflity of a little arithmetick; but, unhe^pily, my 
wife has difcovered that linen wears out, uifti has 
bought the girls three little wfteels, thit they may 
fpin huckaback for the fenraiits' table, 1 ^toon* 
ftrated, that with larger wheels they might difpatcb 
in an hour what mnft now ccift them a day i but fhe 
told me, with irrefiftiWe authority, that lutybuimdii 
is better than idlenefs j that ^htn tfa«fe «^hedB ar« 
fet upon a table, with mats uhder theitt, -they wili 
turn without noife, and ke*p the giris yprigju ; tf«ait 
great wheels are not fit for geht\t^6mmi ihA that 
with thefe, fmall as they are; flie does not ddubt but 
that the thtee girls, IF they are kept ckfe, will f^in 
every year as much cloth as would coft fiv^j |>oi(fi<U 
if one ^ere to byy it, 



' r 
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N0MB, 14» Saturday, July 15, 1758* 

/tirHEKl^ Diogenes received a viflt in his tub 
from Alexander the Greats and wa$ alked, ac- 
. cording to the ancient forms of royal c?ourtefy, what 
petition be had to offer ; / have nothings faid he, tQ 
ujky but that you would remove to the other ftde^ that 
you may not ^ by interceptir^ the funjhine^ take from m0 
what you cannot give me^ 

Suc][i was the demand of Diogenes from U^e greateft 
monarch of the earth, which thofe, who have lef? 
)>ower tbap Alexander ^ may, with yet more propriety, 
Q^pply to thpnfelves* H^ t^^at does ifmx!\i g^d, 
may be allowed to do ibmet^m^ a little harm. But 
if th^ opportunities of beneficence be denied by 
fortune, ii^npcence ibould at kaft be vigilantly pre<» 
ferved. 

It is well known, that time once pad never re* 
turi^ \ and that the moment which is loft, i$ loft for 
even Time therefore onght^ ^bove all otb^r ^nds 
of property, to be ftee from myafion^ a;ad yet ther^ 
is no man who does not claim the power of wafting 
tb^t time which, is the light of othf^* 

This tif^fj^tipn is fo genial, th^it a verjr fmall 
pant of the year is fpent by dboicf ; Icarcely any 
Uii^g is 49n$ ^en it )$ ^t^pd^ pr obitaii]^ i>^^ 
it is d^red* life i# ^oq^viaUy rav;afgad by m» 
V94ers } o^. deals aw#y 9tpi bo^r, im%4 jmotbor^ day^ 
' . E 3 <>^« 
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one conceals the robbery by hurrying us into bufi- 
nefs, another by lulling us with amufement ; the de- 
predation is continued through a thoufand viciiGtudes 
of tumult and tranquillity, till, having loft all^ we 
can lofe no more. 

This wafte of the lives of men has been very 
frequently charged upon the Great, whofe followers 
linger from year to year in expeftations, and die at 
laft with petitions in their hands. Thofe who raife 
envy will eafily incur cenfure. I know not whether 
ftatefmen and patrons do not fuffer more reproaches 
than they deferve, and may not rather themfelves 
complain, that they are given up a prey to preten- 
fions without merit, and to importunity without 
ihame. 

The truth is, that the inconveniences of attend- 
ance are more lamented than felt. To the greater 
number folicitation is its own reward. To he feen 
in good company, to talk of familiarities with men 
of power, to be able to tell the freflieft news, to gra- 
tify an inferior curcle with predidions of increafe or 
decline of favour, and to be regarded as a candidate 
for high offices, are compenfatioiis more than 
equivalent to the delay of favours, which per- 
haps he that begs theni has hardly confidi^ce tp 
expeft. ' - ' * 

A rma confpicuous in a high ftatkm, who mul- 
tiplies ho^ that he may multiply dependants^ «tiay 
be confidered as a beaft of prey, juftly dreaded, but 
' eafily Avoided ; His den is known, and they who 
t«rould not be devoured, need notv approaeh it. 
The gitat danger of the waftc of time is from 
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caterpillars and moths, who are not refifted, becaufe 
they are not feared, and who work on with unheeded 
mifchiefs, and invifible encroachments. 

He, whofc rank or merit procures him the notice 
of mankind, muft give up himfelf, in a great mea. 
fure, to the convenience or humour of thofe who 
furround him. Every man, who is lick of himfelf* 
will fly to him for relief; he that wants to fpeak will 
require him to hear ; and he that wants to hear will 
expeft him to fpeak. Hour paflfes after hour, the 
noon fucceeds to morning, and the evening to nodn^ 
uhile a thoufand objeSs are forced upon his atleil- 
tion, which he rejects as faft as they are offered, but 
which the cuftom of the world requires to be received 
with appearance of regard. 

If we will have the kindnefs of others, we mull 
endure their follies. He who cannot perfuade 
himfelf to withdraw from fociety, muft be content 
to pay a tribute of his time to a multitude of ty- 
rants ; to the loiterer, who . makes appointments 
which he never keeps ; to the confulter, who alks 
advice which he never takes j to the boafter, who 
blufters only to be praifed ; to the compbuner, who 
whines only to be pitied j to the projeftor, whofe 
hdppifiefs is to entertain his friends with expec- 
tations which all but himfelf know to be vain; 
^to tUs ecckoomift^ . who tells of bargains and fet# 
: Ilea»»it5>; to th£ politician, who predid^ the £ite 
f^f ^ bkttle& and breach of alliances ; to the ufurer> 
4 who ^ontpares the different funds i and to tha 
t^taUoer^ :«ho^ talks only becaufe he loves to be talk- 

:.^^: E4 To 
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To put every man in pofieffion of his own time, 
and refcue the day from this fucceffion of tifurpcre^ 
is beyond my power, and beyond my hop*. Yet^ 
perhaps, feme flop might be put to this unmerciful 
perfecution, if all would ferioufly reflea, that who- 
ever pays a vifit tha^t is not defired, or talks longer 
than the hearer is willing to attend, is guilty of an 
injury which he cannot repair, and takes away that 
which he cannot give. 



Numb. 15. Saturday, July 22, 1758. 

To tbe IDLER. 
SIR, 

T HAVE the misfortune to be a man of bufinefs^ 
that, you will fay, is a moft grievous one ; but 
what makes it the more fo to me, is, that my wife has 
nothing to do : at leaft fhe had too good an education^ 
and the profpeft of too good a fortune in reverfion 
when I married her, to think of employing herfeif 
irfther in my fhc^afl&irs, or the management of my 
femily. 

*. Her time, you know, as wdl as my own, muft be 
S^d up^ fome way or other. For my part> I jime 
enough to mind, in ix^glibg my goods outi and 
jwsutkig on my cuftomers : but my wife^ Jtfaal^^ 
flie could be of as mueh ufe as^.a ihopmaa to ^ne^ if 
(he would put her hand to it» k now only in mf 

. way. 
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way* She walks aU the mbming fatmtenng about. 
titt ibop with tver arms through her pocket^holes^ 
or ftands^ g^^g ^t die door-fill^ and looking at 
orcry perlbn that pafles by. She is coatinually afting 
Hie a tboufand frivolous quedions about every cuf« 
tOfiier that <x>mes in and gx>es out ; and all the while 
tbtt I an» entering any thing in my day-book, fhe is 
loUmg over the counter, and flaring at it, as if I was 
only fcribbling or drawing figures for her atnufement. 
Sometimes, indeed, fhe will take a needle : but as fhe 
always workp at the door, or in the middle of the 
ibopp fhe has fo many interruptbns, that fhe is longer 
hemming a towel, or darning a flocking, than I am 
in breaking forty loaves of fugar, and making it up 
into pounds. 

In the afternoons I am fure likewifc to have her 
company, except fhe is called upon by fome of her 
acquaintance : and then, as we let out all the 
upper part of our houfe, and have only a little 
room backwards for ourfelves, they either keep 
fuch a chattering, or elfe are calling out every mo- 
ment to mcy that I cannot mind my bufinefs for 
diem. 

My wife, I am fure, might do all the little mat- 
tefts our family requires ; and I could wifh that Ihe 
would employ herfelf in them ; but, inftead of that, 
#e' have a girl to do the work, and look after a 
4hife boy about two years old, which, I may £^rly 
4]Bty, i« «he mother's own dxld. The brstt mufl be 
Jmmoiared in every thing : he is theref(H*e fu£fered 
JL<K»iftaQt}y M ptay in the (hop, puH ail the goods 
.«ri>out, aad cland>er up the fhelves to get at the 
piums and fugar. I dare not corred him; be<- 

2 caufe. 
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cauTe, if I did, I fbould have wife and maid both 
upon me at once* As to the latter^ flie is as lazy 
and fluttifh as her miftrefs ; and becaufe fhe com^ 
plains (he has too much work, we can fcarcely get 
her to do any thing at all : nay^ what is worfe 
tlian that, I am afraid (he is hardly honeft; ami 
as (he is entrufted to buy in all our provifions, the 
jade, I am fure, makes a market-penny out of every 
article. 

But to return to my deary.— The evenings are 
the only time, when it is fine weather, that I am left 
to myfelf ; for then (he generally takes the child out 
to give it milk in the park. When (he comes home 
again, fhe is fo fatigued with walking, that flie can* 
not ftir from her chair : and it is an hour, after (hop 
is (hut, before I can get a bit of fupper, while the 
maid is taken up in undrefSng and putting the child 
to bed. 

But you will pity me much more when I tell 
you the manner in which we generally pafs our Sun* 
days. In the morning (he is commonly too ill to 
drefs berfelf to go to church ; (he therefore nevei 
gets up till noon ; and, what is ftill more vexatious, 
keeps me in bed with her, when I ought to be bu- 
fily engaged In better employment. It is well if flic 
can get her things on by dinnertime; and when 
that is over, I am fure to be dragged out by her, 
either to Georgia^ or Homfey Wood^ or the White 
Conduit Houfe. Yet even thefe near excurfions are 
fo very fatiguing to her, that, befideswhat it cofb 
me in .tea and hot rolls, and fyllabubs, and cakes 
for the boy, I am frequently forced to take a hack- 
ney-coach, or drive them out in. a one-horfe chair. 

At 
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At other times, as my wife is rather of the fetteft, 
and a very poor walker, befides bearing her whole 
# weight upon my arm, I am obliged to carry the child 
royfdf. 

Thus, Sir, does flie conftantly drawl out her time, 
without either profit or fadsfadtion ; and, while I 
fee my neighbours' wives helping in the fhop, and 
almoft earning as much as their hufbands, I have the 
mortificadon to find, that nune is nothing but a dead 
weight upon me. In fhort, I do, not know any 
greater misfortune can happen to a plain hard-worfc. 
ing tradefman, as I am, than to be joined to fuch a 
woman, who is rather a clog ^ than an helpmate to 
him. . 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble fervant, 

Zachary Treaclb ♦• 

* An unknown Correfpondent. C* 
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Numb. 16. SATURtoAr, JuIt^ 29* 17o8* 

T /PAID a vifit yefterday 10 my olcj fwnd Nisd 
Druggety at bis counitryplodgings. Ned began 
trade with a very fmaU fonuis-e; he took a fmall 
houfe in aa obfcure ftreet, and for forae years dealt 
only in remnants. Knowing that light gaim make a 
heavy purfi^ he was content with moderate profits 
having obferved or heard the efFeds of civility, he 
bowed down tp the counter edge at the entrance and 
departure of every cuftomer, liftened without impa^' 
tience to the objeftions of the ignorant, and refufed 
without refentment the offers of the penurious. His 
only recreation was to ftand at his own door and look 
Into the ftreet. His dinner was fent him from a 
neighbouring alehoufe, and he opened and (hut the 
fliop at a certain hour with his own hands. 

His reputation foon extended from one end of thaf 
ftreet to the other; and Mr. Druggefz exemplary 
conduft was recommended by every mafter to his 
apprentice, and by every father to his fdn. Ned 
was not only confidered as a thriving trader, but as 
a man of elegance and politenefs, for he was re» 
markably neat in his drefs, and would wear his coat 
threadbare without fpotting it; his hat was always 
brufhed, his fhoes gloffy, his wig nicely curled, and 
his ftockings without a wrinkle* With fuch quali* 
fications it was not very difficult for him to gain the 
heart of Mifs Comft^ the only daughter of Mr. Cotnfit 
the confeflioner. 

Ned 
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Ned is one ^ ihafe wiiofe happinefs marriage has 
tticreafed« His wife had the fame difpofition with 
himfelf ; and his method of Ufe was very little change 
ed, except that he dUmifled the lodgers from the fiiril 
floor^ and took the whole houfe into Us own I^nds. 

He had already^ by his parfimony, accumulated a 
confiderable fum^ to which the fortune of bis wife 
was now added. From this time he began to grafp 
fit greater acquifitions^ and was always ready, with 
money in his hand, to pick up the refufe of a faie^ 
ct to buy the (lock of a trader who retired from 
btt(inefs« He foon added his parlour to his fliop^ 
and was obUged a few months afterwards to hire a 
wai^houfe« 

He had now a (hop fplendidly and copioufly fur. 
Ai(hed Vrfth every thing 4hat time had injured, or 
fa(hion had degraded, with fragments of tifTues, odd 
yards of brocade^ vaft bales of faded filk, and innu* 
merable boxes of andquated jibbons. His (hop was 
foon celebrafisd through all quarters of the town, 
and frequented by every form of oftentatious po- 
vertyt Every maid^ whole misfcwtune it was to be 
taller than ^ lady, matched her gown at Mr. Drug* 
geth \ and many a maiden, who had palled a winter 
with her aunt in London^ dazzled the rufticks, at her 
fetum, with cheap finery which, Drugget had fup- 
pUedr His (hop was often vifited in a morning by 
ladies who left their coaches in the next ftreet, and 
crept through the alley in linen gowns. Drugget 
knows the rank of his cuftomers by their bafhful- 
nefs } and,, when he finds them unwilling to be feen, 
invites them up flairs, or retires with them to the 
t)ack window, 

I rqoiced 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



64 THU IDLER. Nm5. 

I rejoiced at the encreafing prcfyaity of my 
iriend, and imagined, that, as he grew rich, he was 
growing happy. His mind has partaken the en- 
largement of his fortune. When I ftepped in for 
the firft five years, I was welcomed only with a fbake 
of the hand ; in the next period of his life, he'hec- 
koned ac^ofs the way for a pot of beer j but for fix 
years paft, he invites me to dinner; and if he be-» 
Jpeaks me the day before, never fails to regale me 
With a fillet of veal. 

His riches neither made him uncivil* noif • negli- 
gent J he rofe at the fame hoiir, attended with the 
fame afSduity, and bowed with the fatnc gentlenefs. 
But for fome years he has been much inclined to 
talk of the fatigues of bufinefs, and the confine- 
•mentof a fliop, and to wifh that he > had been fo 
happy as to have renewed his uncle's leafe of a 
farm, that he might have lived without noife and 
hurry, in a pure air, iti the artlefs fociety of honeft 
villagers, and the contemplation of the works of 
nature. 

I foon difcovered the caufe of my friend's phllo- 

fophy. He thought himfelf grown rich enough to 

have a lodging in the country, like the' mencers on 

Ludgate-hilly and was refolved to enjoy himfelf in 

the decline of life. This was a revolution not to be 

made fuddenly. He talked three years of the plea- 

fures of the country, but pafTed every night over his 

own (hop. But at laft he refolved to be happy, and 

hired a lodging in the country, that he rhay fteal 

f fome hours in the week from bufinefs ; for, fays he, 

\when a man advances in lifCj he loves to entertain b'tm^ 

yilf/ometimes with his own thoughts. 

I was 
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I was invited to this feait of quiet and contempla* 
tion among thofe whom Mr. Drugget confiders as his 
mod reputable friends, and defires to make the firft 
witnefies of his elevation to the higheft dignities cf 
a fliopkeeper, I found him at IJlingtoriy in a room 
which overlooked the Ulgh road, amuling himfelf 
yvith looking through the window, which the clouds 
of duft would not fuifer him. to open. He embrace4 
me^ tol4 me. I was welcome into the country, and 
a&ed me, if I did not feel myfelf refrefhed.? He 
then defired that dinner might be hadened, for frefli 
?iv always fliarpened bis appetite, and ordered me a 
toad and a glafs of wi^e after my walk. He told 
me' much of jhe pleafur^; he found in retirement, 
and wondered j'what bad kept him fo long out of the 
country* Aft^ dinner, conjpany came in, and Mr^ 
Drugget again jepeated . the praifes of the country, 
recommended, the pleafures of meditation^ and told 
them, that be bad been aU the morning at the win- 
dow, counting the carriages as they paflfed before 
fcim. , 
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Numb. 17- Saturday, Avgujl 5, 1758. 

nPHE rainy weather, which has contimied the 
lad month, is faid to have given great diC 
turbance to the infpedors of baro^neters. The ora* 
culous glaffes have dedeived their votaries; fho^tf 
has fucceeded fhower, though they predided fun^ 
ihine and dry (kies $ and, by fatal confidence in tfaefo 
faltaciood promifes, many coats have Ic^ thdr glofs, 
Und many curls been moiftetied to flaccidity. 

This is one of the diftreffes to which mortals ftib* 
jeA themfelves by the pride of fpecttlatkm. i had 
no part in this learned difappointment, wbo^m^con* 
lent to tredk my fenfes, and to believe that rain will 
fall when the air blackens, and that the weather wiU 
be dry when the fun is bright. My caudoa indeed 
does not always preferve me from a fliower. To be 
wet, may happen to the genuine Idler ; but to be wet 
in oppofition to theory, can befal only the Idler that 
pretends to be bufy. Of thofe that fpin out life % 
trifles and die without a memorial, many flatter 
themfelves with high opinions of their own import* 
ance, and imagine that they are every day adding 
fome improvement to human life. To be idle and* 
to be poor, have always been reproaches, and there- 
fore every man endeavours, with his utmoft care, to 
bide his poverty from others, and his idUnef$ from 
himfelf. , 

Among thofe whom I never could perfuade to rank 
themfelves with Idlers^ and who fpe»k with indigna* 

tion 
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tioji of my morning fleeps and nofturrial rambles j 
pne paffes the day in catching fpiders, that he may 
count their eyes with a microfcope ; another erecks 
his head, and exhibits the dufl: of a marigold fepa- 
rated from the flower with a dexterity worthy of 
Leeuwenhoeek himfelf. Some turn the wheel of elec- 
tricity ; fome fufpend rings to a load-ftone, and find 
that what they did yefterday they can do again to- 
day. Some regifter the changes of the wind, and 
die fully convinced that the wind is changeable. 

There are men yet more profound, who have heard 
that two coiourlefs liquors may produce a colour by 
union, and that two cold bodies will grow hot if 
they are mingled ; they mingle them^ and produce 
the effeft expeded, fay it is ftrange, and mingle them 
again. 

The tdlers that fport only with inanimate nature 
may claim fome indulgence j if they are ufelefs, they 
are ftill innocent : but there are others, whom I 
know not how to mention without more emotion 
than my love of quiet willingly admits. Among 
the inferior profeflbrs of medical knowledge, is a 
rate of wretches, whofe Uves are only varied by va* 
riedes of cruelty; whofe favourite amufement is to 
nail dogs to tables and open them alive ; to try how 
long life may be continued in various degrees of 
mutilation, or with the excifion or laceration of the 
vital parts j to examine whether burning irons are 
felt more acutely by the bone or tendon j and 
whether the more lading agonies are produced by 
poifon forced into the mouth, or injeded into the 
veins. 

VoL.Vn. F It 
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^- It IS not without reluaance that I offend the fen- 
fibility of the tender mind with images like thtk: 
If fuch cruelties were not prated, it were to be 

. defired that they ihould iu)t be conceived i but, fince 
they are publiihed every day with oftentation^ let me 
be allowed once to mention them, fince I mention 
them with abhorrence. 

- M ^a ^ti tii^^dkivtiy remarked of Wccdwardj that 
he gathered fliells and flones, and would pafs for a 
philofopher* With pretenfions much Ids reafon- 
able, the anatomical novice tears out the living 
bowels of an arumal, and (tyles himfelf phylician, 
prepares himfelf by familiar cruelty for that pro- 
fefGon which he is to exercife upon the tender and 
the helplefs, upon feeble bodies and broken min^lsv 

^and by which he has opportunities to extend &is 
arts of tortures and continue thofe experiments upon 
infancy and age, which he has hitherto tried i:^ppn 
cats and dogs. 

^ What is alleged i^ defiance of thefe hateful p^c- 
tices, every one knows; but the truth is, that ,by 
knives, fire, and poifon, knowledge is not alws^s 
fought, and is very feldom attained. The experi- 
ments that have been tried, are tried again ; he that 
burned an animal with irons yefterday, will be Mtdliing 
to amufe himfelf with burning another to*^morrow. 
I know x^ot^ that by living diffeftions any difcovery 
has been made by which a fingle malady i$ more 

, eafily cured. And if the knowledge of phyfiology 

,|ias been fomewhat increafed, he furely buys knaw- 

Jedge dear, who learns the ufe of the la£teal$ at the 
«^ence of his, human|ty» It i^ time (hat univec&|l 

refentment 
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r^entment fliould arife againft thefe horrid opera- 
tions, which tend to harden the heart, cxtinguifh 
thofe fenfations whidh give man confidence in man, 
and make the pbyfician mor^ dreadful than the gout 
or ftone* 

i^UMB* is. Saturday^ Augujl 12, 1758* 

Sift, 

TT commonly happens to him who endeavours to 
obtain diftinfltion by ridicule^ or cenfure, that he 
teaches others to pradife his own arts againft him- 
felf ; and thatj after a (hort enjoyment of the ap- 
plaufe paid to his fagacity^ or of the mirth excited 
by his wit, he. is doomed to fuffer the fame feverities 
of fcrutiny^ to hear inquiry detefting his faultSj and 
exaggeration fporting with his failings. 
» The naturSil difcontent of inferiority^ will feldom 
fail to operate in fome degree of malice againft him 

^ho pfofeffes to fuperintend the conduft of others, 
tlpeciilly if he feats himfelf uncalled in the chsdr 

'€>f judicature J and exercifes authority by his owa 

' commiflion. 

You cannot^ therefore^ wonder that your obferva- 
ticms on human folly, if they produce laughter at 

*^6ne time, awaken criticifm at another; and that 

^ittfibUg the numbers whom you have taught to k,oS 

Fi ^t 
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;fit the retirement of. Drugget^ there is one who offers 
Jhis apology. 

The rtiiftake of your old friend is by no means 
^quliar. The publick pleafures of far the greater 
part of mankind are counterfeit. Very few carry 
their philofophy to places of diverfion, or are very 
careful tp^ anjilyfe^ thfir enjoyments. The general 
condition "of life is fo* fulf of mifery, that we are 
glad to catch delight without enquiring whence it 
comes, or by what power it is beftowed. 

The mind is feldom quickened to very vigorous 
operations but by pain^ or the dread of pain. We 
do not difturb ourfelves with the deteftion of fal- 
lacies which do us no harm, nor willingly decline a 
pleafing effeft to inveftigate its caufe. He that is 
happy, by whatever means, defires nothing but the 
-continuance of happinefs, and is no more folicitous 
to diftribute his fenfations into their proper fpecies, 
than the common gazer on the beauties of the fpring 
to feparate light into its original rays. . 

Pleafure is therefore feldom fuch as it appears to 
others, nor often fuch as we reprefent it to ourfelves. 

• Of the ladies that fparkle at a qjufical performance, 
a very fmall number has any quiet fenfibility of har- 
monious founds. But every one that goes has her 
pleafure. She has the pleafure of wearing fine 
clothes, and of fhewing them, of outfliining thofe 
whom fhe fufpefts to envy her j fhe has the pleafure 

• of appearing among other ladies in a place whither 

• the race of meaner mortals feldom intrudes, and of 
reflefting that, in the converfations of the next morn- 
ing, her name will be mentioned among thofe that 
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felt in the firft row ; flie has the pleafure of returning 
courtefies, or refufing to return them, of receiving 
compliments with civility, or rejefting them wiiH 
difdain. She has the pleafure of meeting fome of 
her acquaintance, of guefling why the reft are ab- 
fent, and of telling them that (be faw the opera, on 
pretence of enquiring why they would mifs it. Sh^ 
has the pleafure of being fuppofed to be pleafed with 
a refined amufement, and of hoping to be numbered 
among the votrefles of harmony. She has the plean 
fure of efcaping for two hours the fuperiority of a 
fifter^ or the controul of a huiband ; and from- all 
thefe pleafures ffae concludes, that heavenly mufick 
k the balm of life. 

All affemblies of gaiety are brought together by 
motives of the fame kind. The theatre is not filled 
with thofc that know or regard the fkill of nhe a^or, 
nor the. ball-room by thofe who dance, or attend to 
the dancers. To all places of general refort, where 
the ftandard of pleafure is erefted, we run with equal 
dagernefs, or appearance of eagemefs, for very dif- 
ferent reafons. One goes that he may fay he has 
been there, another, becaufe he never miffes. This 
man goes^to try wftit he can find, and that to difco- 
ver what others find. Whatever diverfion is coftly 
will be frequented by thofe who defire to be thought 
rich ; and whatever has, by any accident, become 
falhionable, eafily continues its reputation, becaufe 
every one is afliamed of not partaking it. 

To every place of entertainment we go with ex- 

peftatipn and defire of being pleafed ; we meet 

others yrho are brought by the fame motives j no 

pne will be the firft to own the difappointment j one 

. F JP face 
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fece refiefls the fmile of another, till each beUeves 
the reft delighted, and endeavours to catch and 
f^nfmit the circulating rapture* In time all are 
deceived by the cheat to which all contribute* The 
fidion of happinefs is propagated by every tongue, 
ipnd confirmed by every look, till at laft all profeb 
the joy which they do not feel, confent to yield to 
the general delufion ; and when the voluntary dream 
is at an end, laipent that blifs is of fo ihort a dura- 
tion* 

If /)rs(g|^ pretended to pleafures of which he had 
no percq>tion, or boafted of one amufement where 
he was indulging another, what did he which is not 
fbne by all thofe who read his ftory ? of whom fom« 
pretend delight in converfatioQ, only becaufe they 
clare not be alone ; fome praife the quiet of folitude, 
becaufe they are envious of fenfe, and impatient of 
folly ; and fome gratify their pride, by writing cha« 
tB&cr^ which expofe the vanity of life. 

I am, S I R, 

Your huRiblc Servant, 
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Numb. 19. Saturday^ Auguji 19f 1758. 

CO ME of thofe ancient fages that have cx§rcife4 
thdr abilities in the inquiry after the fupremt 
pod^ have been of opinion, th^t the higheft degree of 
earthly happinefs is quiet ; a cahn repofe both of 
mind apd body, undifturbed by the fight of folly or 
the noife pf l^nefs, the tumults of public com- 
motion, or the agits^ns of private intereit ; a ftate 
in which the mind has no other employment, but to 
obferve and regulate her own motions, to trace 
thought from thought, combine one image with 
spiotber, raife fyitems of fcience, and form theories 
qf virtue. 

To the fcheme of thde folitary fpeculatifts, it hag 
been juftly obje^d, that if they are happy, they ars 
happy only by being ufelels \ that mankind is one 
vaft republick, where every individual receives many 
benefits from the labours of others, which, by labour- 
ing in his turn for others, he is obliged to repay ; 
and that where the united efforts of all are not able 
to exempt all from mifery, none hs^ve a right to 
withdraw from their taik of vigilance, or to be in- 
dulged in idle wifdora or folitary pleafuijes. 

It 1^ common for contrOMrtifls, in the heat of dif- 
putaticMi, to add one pofition to another till they 
reach the extremities of k;nowledge, where truth and 
felfehood lofe their diftinftion. Their admirers fol- 
low them to the brink of abfurdity, and then ftart 
back from each fide towards the middle point. So 

F4-3 it 
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it has happened in this great difquifition. Many 
perceive alike the force of the contrary arguments, 
Und quiet fh^meful, and buiinefs dangerous, and 
therefore p^s their lives between them, in buftle 
"without bufmefs, and negligence without quiet. 

Among the principal names of this moderate fet 
is that great philofopher Jack Whirler^ whofe buii- 
nefs keeps him in perpetual motion, and whofe mo^ 
tion always eludes his bufmefs ; who is always to do 
what he never does, who cannot ftand ftill becaufe 
he is wanted in another place, and who is wanted iit 
many places becaufe he flays in none. 

jfack has more bufinefs than he can conveniently 
tranfa£t in one houfe ; he has therefore one habita* 
tion near Bow-Church, and another about a mile dit 
taat. By this ingenious* diftribution of himfelf be- 
tween two houfes. Jack has contrived to be found at 
neither. Jack's trade is extenfive, and he has many 
dealers ; his converfation is fprightly, and he has ma- 
ny companions ; his difpofition is kind, and he hai 
many friends. Jack neither forbears pleafure fof 
bufmefs, nor omits bufmefs for pleafure, but is equal- 
ly invifible to his friends and his cuftomers ; to him 
that comes with an invitation to a club, and to hint 
that waits to fettle an account. 

When you call at his houfe, his clerk tells you, that 
Mn Whirler was juft ftept out. but will be at^ homd 
exaflly at two ; ycai waiM»a cofFee-houfe till tsim^ and 
then find that he has beeff at home, and is gone out 
again, but left word that he (hould be at the Half^ 
moon tavern at feven, where he hopes to meet you. At 
feven you go to the tavern. At eight in comes Mr. 
WJjirler to tell you, that he is glad to fee you, and 

only 
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only begs leave to run for a few minntes to a gentle- 
man that lives near the Exchange^ from whom he will 
return before fupper caft b^ ready. Away he runs to 
the Exchange, to tell thofe who are waiting for him, 
that he muft beg them to defer the bufinefs till toi 
morrow, becaufe his time is come at the fialf-moon. 

Jacket cheerfulnefs and civility rank him among 
thofe whofe prefence never gives pain, and whom all 
receive with fondnefs and careffes. He calls often otl 
his friends, to tell them, that he will come again to- 
morrow 4 on the morrow he comes again, to tell thein 
how an unexpefted fummons hurries him away.— ^ 
When he enters a houfe, his firft declaration is, that 
he cannot fit down ; and fo fhort arc his vifits, that 
he feldom appears to have come for any other reafoil 
but to fay. He muft go, 

The dogs of Egypt, when thirft brings them td 
the Nile, are faid to run as they drink for fear of \ht 
procodiles. Jack Whirler always dines at full fpeed. 
He enters, finds the family at table, fits familiarly 
down, and fills his plate ; but while the firft morfd 
is in his 'mouth, hears the clock ftrike, and rifes ; then 
goes to another houfe, fits down again, recollefts 
;another engagement ; has only time to tafte the foup, 
makes a (hort excufe to the company, and continues 
through another ftreet his defultory dinner. 

But, overwhelmed as he is with bufinefs, his chief 
def^e is to have ftill ftiore. Every new propofal 
takes poffeffion of his thoughts ; he foon balances 
probabilities, engages in the projeft, brings it al- 
moft to completion, and then forfakes it for another, 
which he catches with the fame alacrity, urges with the 

fame 
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fame vehemence^ and abandons with the fame cold* 
nefs. 

Every man may be obferved to have a certain 
llrain of lamentation, fome peculiar theme of com- 
plaint on which he dwells in his moments of de* 
jeftion. yack\ topick of forrow is the want of time. 
Many an excellent defign languiflies in empty theory 
for want of time. For the omiffion of any civilities, 
want of time is his plea to others j for the negleO: of 
any affairs, want of time is his excufe to himfelf. 
That he wants time, he fincerely believes; for he 
once pined away many months with a lingering dif. 
temper, for want of time to attend to his health. 

Thus Jack Wbirkr lives in perpetual fatigue with- 
out proportionate advantage, becaufe he does not 
confider that no man can fee all with his own eyds, 
or do all with his own hands ; that whoever is en- 
gaged in multiplicity of bufinefs, muft tranfad much 
by fubftitution, and leave fomething to ha?;ard ; and 
that he who attempts to do all^ will wade bis life iq 
doing little. 
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Numb. 20. Saturday, Augttji 26, 1758. 

TTHERE is no crime more infamous than the 
"^ violation of truth. It is apparent that men 
can be fodal beings no longer than they believe each 
other, When fpeech is employed only as the ve- 
hicle of falfehood, every man muft difunitc himfelf 
from others, inhabit his own cave, and feek prey only 
for himfelf. 

Yet the law of truth, thus facred ^^nd neceflary, 
.is broken without punifhment, without cenfure, in 
compliance with inveterate prejudice and prevailing 
paflions. Men are willing to credit what they 
wifli, and encourage rather thofe who gratify them 
with pleafure, th^ thofe that mftruft them with 
fidelity. 

For this reafon every hiftorian difcovers bw 
cpuntry; ajid it is impoffible to read the different 
laccounts of any great event, without a wifh that 
truth had pioris power over partiality. 

Amidft the joy of my countrymen for the acqui- 
fition oi Louifbourgy I could not forbear to confider 
how differently this revolution of American power is 
not only npw mentioned by the contending nations, 
but will be r^prefented by the writers of another 
century. 

The Engli/b hiftorian will imagine himfelf barely 
doing juftice to Mnglijb virtue, when he relates 

8* the 
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the capture of Louijbourg in the following man« 
ner: 

*' The Englijh had hitherto feen, with great in*. 
^* dignation, their attempts baffled and their force 
^* defied by an enemy, whom they confidered them* 
^* felves as entitled to conquer by the right of pre- 
♦* fcription, and whom many ages of hereditary 
*^ fuperibrity had. taught them to defpife. Their 
^* fleets were more numerous, and their feamen 
^* braver, than thofe oi France ; yet they only floated 
•' ufelefs on the ocean, and the French derided them 
** from their ports. Misfortunes, as is ufual, pro* 
** duced difcontent, the people murmured at the 
*• minifters, and the minifters cenfured the com- 
^ manders, 

^* In the fummer of this year, the Englijh began 
•* to find their fuccefs anfwerable to their caufe. 
•* A fleet and an army were fent to America to 
^ diflodge the enemies from the fettlements whicF^ 
*^ they had fo perfidioufly made, and fo infolently 
•* maintained, and to reprefs that power which was 
^ growing more every day by the aflbciation of the 
^ Indians^ with whom thefe degenerate Europeans 
*' intermarried, and whom they fecured to their 
*• party by prefentsand promifes. 

*• In the beginning of June the fliips of war and 
** veflels containing the land-forces z^peared before 
** Louijbourg ; a place fo fecure by nature that art 
*^ was almoft fuperfluous, and yet fortified by art 
*^ as if nature had left it open. The French boafled 
** that it wis impregnable, and. (poke with feom 
" 0^ all attempts that could be made ^inft if; 

" The 
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^* The garrifon was numercwus, the ftorcs equal to 
^^ tiie loogeft iiege, aad their eogiQeers and com^ 
*^ manders high in rq^tation. The mouth of the 
^^ harbour was fo narrow, that three fhips within 
^^ might eafily defend it againft all attacks from 
^^ the fea» The French had, with that caution 
•' which cowards borrow from fear, and attribute to 
^ policy, eluded our fleets, and fent into that 
*^ port five gteat fhips and fix fraaller^ of whidi 
** they funk four in the mouth of the paffagct 
*^ havmg raifed batteries, and polled troops at aH 
** the places where they thought it poffible to laake 
*^ a defcent. The Englijhj however, bad more t# 
«« dread from the roughnefs of the fea, than front 
*^ the Ikill or bravery of the defendants. Some 
*' days paffed before the furges, which rife very 
** high round that, ifland, would fyffer them to 
*^ land* At laft their impatience could be fc- 
.** ftrained no longer ;• they got poflTeffion of the 
** fhore with little lofs by the fea, and with lefs by 
*^ the enemy. In a few days the artillery was land- 
*' ed, the batteries were raifed, and the French had 
*^ no other hope than to efcape from one poft to 
<« another. A ihot from the batteries fired the 
*^ powder in one of their largeft ihips, the flame 
^^ fpread* to the two next, and all three were de- 
*' ftroyed j the Engltfh admiral fent his boats againft 
*' the two large fliips yet remaining, took them 
** without refiftance, and terrified the garrifon to an 
** immediate capitulation/' 

Let us now oppofe to this Englijh narrative the re- 
lation which will be produced, about the fame time, 
by the writer of the age of Louis XV* 

I *^ About 
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*< About this time the EngUjh admitted to the 
^* condud: of afiair« a man who undertook to iavd 
** from deftrudion that ferocious ^md turbulent 
** people, who, from the mean infolence of wealthy 
** traders, and Ae lawlcfs confidence of foccefsful 
^ robbers, were now funk m defpair and ftupified 
** with horrour. He called in the flrips which had 
•* been difperfed over the ocean to guard their mer- 
•* chants, and fent a fleet and an army, in whicR 
•* almoft the whole ftrei^th of England was com*- 
•* pfifed, to fecure their poffeffiolis ia America'^ 
^* which were endangered alike by the French arni^ 
^ and the French virtue. We had taken the Englijh 
** fortreffes by force, and gained the Indian nation's 
** by humanity. The Englijh^ wherever they com^, 
** are fure to have the natives for their enemies ; fo^ 
•* the only motive of their fettlements is avarice,, 
** and the only confequence of their fuccefs is op- 
** preilion. In this war they afted like other bar-^ 
•* barians, and, .with a degree of outrageous 
•' cruelty, which the gentlenefs of our manneris 
" fcarcely fuffers us to conceive, offered rewards 
** by open proclamation to thofe who (hould brings 
" in the fcalps of Indian women and children. A 
** trader always makes war with the cruelty of a 
** pirate. 

** They had long looked with envy arid with Xjtt^ 
*^ rour upon the influence which the French exerted 
•* over all the northern regions of America by the 
*^ poffefSon of Louifbourg^ a place naturally ftrongy 
** and new fortified with fome Sight outworks.^ 
•* They hoped to furprize the garrifon unprovided j 
*' but that fluggiflmds which always defeats their 
"* ** malice. 
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^* msdice, gave us time to fend fupplies, and to 
^^ ftation fhips for the defence of the harbour. 
*' They came before Lomjbourg in June^ and were 
f^ for fome time in doulbt whether they ihould land» 
*^ But the commanders, who had lately feen an ad« 
^^ miral ihot for not having done what he had 
*' not power to do, jdurft not leave the place un- 
^^ aflfaulted. An Englijbman has no ardour for ho« 
*^ nour, nor zeal for duty j he neither values glory 
•* nor loves his king, but balances one danger wiA 
** another^ and will fight rather than be hanged. 
^* They therefore landed, but with great lofs ; their 
^* engineers had, in the laft war with the French^ 
** learned fomething of the military fdence, and 
** made their approaches with fufficient Ikill; but 
•* all their efforts had been without effeft, had not a 
** ball unfortunately fallen into the powder of one of 
** our (hips, which communicated the fire to the reft, 
** and, by opening the paffage of the harbour, 
•• obliged the garrifon to capitulate. Thu£ was 
*^ Louijbourg loft, and our troops marched out with 
** the admiration of their enemies, who durft hardly 
** think themfelves matters of the place." 
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^UUB- 21. Saturday, September 2j 1758. 
To tb0 IDLER* 

pEAR Mr. IjbLER, 

T^HERE is a fpecies of imfery, or of dife^e^ 
for which our language is commonly fuppofed 
to be without a name, but which I think is emphati* 
ically enough denominated HJileffhefsj and which, i^ 
commonly termed a want of fomething to do. 

Of the unhappinefs of this ftate I do not expeO: all 
your readers to have an adequate idea. Mapy are 
overburdened with bufinefs, and can imagine no 
comfort but in reft ; many have minds fo placid, as 
willingly to indulge a voluntary lethargy j or fo nar** 
row, as eafily to be filled to their utmoft capacity. 
By thefe I Ihall not be underftood, and therefore 
cannot be pitied. Thofe only will fympathize with 
my complaint, whofe imagination is aftive and re- 
folution weak, whofe defires are ardent, and whofe 
thoice is delicate ; who cannot fatisfy themfelves 
with ftanding ftill, and yet cannot find a motive to 
direfl: their courfe. 

I was the fecond fon of a gentleman, whofe eftate 
was barely fufficient to fupport himfelf and his heir 
in the dignity of killing game. He therefore made 
ufe of the intereft which the alliances of his family 
afforded him, to procure me a poft in the army. I 
paiTed fome years in the molt contemptible of all 

humaa 
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htirtiari ftations, that of a foldier in time of peace. 
I wandered with the regiment ad the quarters were 
changed, without opportunity for bufinefs, tafte for 
knowledge, or motley for pleafure. Wherever I 
came, I was for fome time a ft ranger without curio- 
lity, and afterwards an acquaintance without friend-* 
fliip. Having nothing to hope in thefe places of for- 
tuitous refidence, I refigned my conduft to chance ; 
I had no intention to offend, I had no ambition to 
delighti 

I fuppofe every man is (hocked when he hears how 
frequently foldiers are wifliing for wan The wifli is 
not always fincere ; the greater part are content 
with fleep and lace, and counterfeit an ardour which 
they do not feel ; but thofe who defire it moft are 
neither prompted by malevolence nor patriotifm ; 
they neither pant for laurels, nor delight in blood j 
but long to be delivered from the tyranny of idlenefs, 
and reftored to the dignity of aftive beings* 

I never imagined myfelf to have more courage 
than other men, yet was often involuntarily wifhing 
for a war, but of a war at that time I had no pro*- 
fpeft ; and beirig enabled, by the death of an uncle, 
to live without my pay, I quitted the army, and re- 
solved to regulate my owti motions. 

I was pleafed, for a while, with the novelty of in- 
dependence, and imagined that I had now found what 
every man defires. My time was in my own power, 
and my habitation was wherever my choice fhould 
fix it. I amufed myfelf for two years in pafEng 
from place to place, and comparing one convenience 
with anbther j but being at laft aflian^ed of inquiry. 
Vol. VII. G and 
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and weary of imcert^nty, I purchstfcd a hOofQi, wd 
eftablifhed my family, 

I now expeded to begio to be happy, and was, 
happy for a fhort time with that ^pie^poa. But 
I foon perceived my fpirits to fubiide, and my ima- 
gination to grow dark, Tlie gloom thicfcenj^. 
every day round me. I wondered by what inar 
Ugnant power my peace was blailed, till I ditcover^* 
at laft that I had nothing to do. 

Time, with all its celerity, moves flowly to hiia 
whofe whole employment is to watch its flight. I 
am forced upon a thouiand fhifts to enable me ta 
endure the tedioufnefs of the day. I rife when I can. 
fleep no longer, and take my morning walk j I fcQ 
what I have feen before, and return* I fit down, 
and perfuade myfelf that I fit down to think, find it 
impoilible to think without a fubjed, rife up to in* 
quire after news, and endeavour to kindle iix myfelf 
an artificial impatience for intelligoice of eyentSi^ 
which will never extend any confequencci to me, 
but that a few minutes they abftrafl me from myfelf* 

When I have heard any thing that may gratify 
curiofity, I iim bufied for a while in running to re-^ • 
late it. I haften from one, place of concourfe to s^nQ* 
ther, delighted with my own importance, and proud 
to think that I am domg fon^ething, though I know 
that another hour would fpare my labour. 

I had once a round of vifits, whiqh I paid very re- 
gularly ; but I have now tired moft of my friends^ 
When I have fat down I forgot to rile, and have 
more than once overheard one afking aether, when 
i would tjftgpne? I perceive the company tired, I 

ojbfervc 



Digitized by 



Googje 



K^ii. tHE IDXfeR. 83 

obferve thii miftrefs df the family whifpering to her 
Tenants, I find orders given to put off bufinefs till 
to-morrow, I fee the watches frequently infpefted, 
ismd yet cannot withdraw to the vacuity of folitude, 
or venture myfelf in my own company; 

Thus burdenfome to myfelf and others, I form 
many fchemes of employment which may make my 
life ufeful or agreeable, and exempt me from the 
ignominy of living by fuffefance. This new courfe 
I have long defigned, but have not yet begun. The 
prefent moment is never proper for the change, but 
there is always a time in view when all obftacles will 
be removed, and I (hall furprife all that know me 
with a new diftribution of my time. Twenty years 
have paffed fince I have i*efolved a complete amend- 
mentj and twenty years have been loft in delays. Age 
is coming lipon me ; and I fhould look back with 
rage and defpair upon the wafte of life, but that I am 
now beginning in earneft to begin a reformation. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

Dick Linger. 
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Numb. 22, Saturday, September I6, 1758. 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 
A S I was pafling lately under one of the gates of 
this city, I was ftruck with horror by a rueful 
cry, which fummoned me to remember the poor debtors. 
The wifdom and juftice of the EngUjh laws are, by 
Englijhmen at leaft, loudly celebrated; but fcarcely 
the mofl zealous admirers of our inftltutions can 
think that law wife, which, when men are capable of 
work, obliges them to beg; orjuft, which expofes 
the liberty of one to the paffions of another. 

The profpcrity of a people is proportionate to the 
number of hands and minds ufefuUy employed. To 
the community, fedition is a fever, corruption is a 
gangrene, and idlenefs an atrophy. "Whatever body, 
and whatever fociety, waftes more than it acquires, 
muft gradually decay ; and every being that conti. 
nues to be fed, and ceafes to labour, takes away 
fomething from the publick flock. 

The confinement, therefore, of any man in the 
floth and darknefs of a prifon, is a lofs to the nation, 
and no gain to the creditor. For of the multitudes 
who are pining in thofe cells of mifery, a very fmall 
part IS fufpecled of any fraudulent a£t by which th^y 
retain what belongs to others. The reft are impri- 
foned by the wantonnefs of pride, the malignity of 
revenge, or the acrimony of difappointed expe^a- 
tion. • 

If 
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If thofe, who thus rigoroufly exercife the power 
which the law has put into their hands, be afked, 
why they continue to imprifon thofe whom they 
know to be unable to pay them ? one will anfwer, 
that his debtor once lived better than himfelf ; an- 
other, that his wife looked above her neighbours, and 
his children went in filk clothes to the dancing- 
fchool ; and another, that he pretended to be a joker 
and a wit. Some will reply, that if they were ii| 
debt, they fliould meet with the fame treatment; 
fome, that they owe no more than they can pay,, 
?md need therefore give no account of their aftions. 
Some will confefs their refolution, that their debtors 
(hall rot in jail; and fome will difcover, that they 
hope, by cruelty, to wring the payment from their 
friends. 

The end of all civil regulations is to fecure private 
bappinefs from private malignity ; to keep indivi- 
duals from the power of one another ; but this end 
IS ?ipparently neglefted, when a man, irritated with 
lofs, is allowed to he the judge of his own caufe, and 
to aflign the punifhment of his own pain ; when the 
diftindion between guilt and happinefs, between ca- 
fualty and defign, is entrufted to eyes blind with in- 
tereft, to underftandings depraved by refentment. 

Since poverty is puniflied among us as a crime, it 
ought ^t leaft to be treated with the fame lenity a^ 
other crimes ; the offender ought not to languifli at 
the will of him whom he has offended, but to be al- 
lowed fome appeal to. the juAice of his. country. 
There qaji be no reaft)r\ why any debtor (houid be 
imprifoned, but that he may be compelled to pay. 
ment} and a term (hould therefore be fixed, ii^i 
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^hleh the creditor fliould eihibit KIs accufatfon of 
Concealed property. If fuch property ca!n be difc04 
^eVdd, let it be given to the creditor ; if the charge H 
hoi offered, or cannot be proved, let the prJfoner be 
difiniffed. 

Thofe who inade the laws have apparently fbp- 
pofed, that every deficiency of payment is the criine 
of the dekor. Bat the trufth isj that the creditot it- 
Ways ftiares the aft, and often more than Ihares the 
^uilt, of improper triift. It feldom happens that any 
ftian imprifbns another but for debts which he fttf- 
fered to be contrafted in hope of advantage to him,^ 
felf, and for bargains in which he proportioned hi$ 
profit to his own opinion of the hazdrd ; and there is 
lib reafoh, why one fhould punifli the other for a con-j 
tradt in which both concurred. 

Many of the inhabitants of prifo|iS may juftly com- 
plain ol harder treatment. He that once owes more 
than he can pay, is often obliged to bribe his credi- 
tor to patience, by eiicreafing his debt. Worfe arid 
worfe commodities, at a higher and higher price, are 
forced upon him j he is impoverifhed by compulfive 
traffick, and at laft overwhelmed, in the common re^ 
ceptacles of mifery, by debts, which, withpvit his 
own confent, were accumulated on his head. To the 
relief of this cjiftrefs, no other objefljon can be made, 
but that by an ealy diffolution of debts fraud will hk 
left without punifhment, and imprudence without 
awe } and that when infplvency fliould be no longer 
punifliable, credit will ceafe. 

f he motive to credit, is the hope of advantage* 
Commerce can never be at a fl:op, while one man 
wants what another can fupplyi ^d credit will 

never 
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never be daiied, while it is likely to be repaid with 
profit. He that trufts one whom he defigns to fue, 
is Griminal by the aft of truft ; the ceffation of fuch 
iafidious traffidc is to be defired, and no reafon cm, 
be giveii why a change of the law fhould impair any 
other. 

We fee nation trade with nation, where no pay- 
ment can be compelled. Mutual convenience pro- 
dudes mutual confidence; and the merchants coa^ 
finue td fadsfy the demands of each other, though 
th*y hare nothing to dread but the lofs of trade. 

It is vain to continue an inititution, which €xpe>- 
l^nce fliew^ to be ineffedual. We have now inv 
^rifoned one generadon of debtors after another, but 
we do not find that their numbers leffen. We have 
now learned, that rafhnefs and imprudence will not 
be deterred from taking credit ; let us try whether 
^ud and avarice may be more,eafily r^ftrained from 
giving it. 

I am, SIR, &c.* 

* This Number was fubftituted for the original N*' 22, which 
we have repriq^ed a^ th? end of this volume. C. 
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Numb. 23. SaturdaYj^ September 23, 1758, 

T IFE has no pleafure higher or nobler than 
that of fricndfliip. It is painful to confider, 
that this fublime enjoyment may be impaired or 
deftroyed by innumerable caufes, and that there is 
no human poffeffion of which the duration is left 
certain. 

Many have talked, in very exalted language, of 
the perpetuity of friendfliip, of invincible conftancy, 
and unalienable kindnefs ; and fome examples have 
been feen of men who have continued faithful to 
their earlieft choice, and whofe affeftion has predo- 
minated over changes of fortqne, and contrariety of 
opinion. 

But thefe inftances are memorable, bccaufe they 
are rare. The friendfhip which is to be praftifed or 
expefted by cpmmon mortals, mud take its rife from 
mutual pleafure, and muft end when the power ceafts 
of delighting each other. 

Many accidents therefore may happen, by which 
the ardour of kindnefs will be abated, without cri- 
minal bafcnefs or contemptible iflconftancy on either 
part. To give pleafure is Hot always in our power ; 
and little does he know himfelf, who believes that 
Jie can be always able to receive it. 

Thofe who would gladly pafs their days together 
may be feparated by th^ different courfe of their 

affairs • 
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affairs; and fnendfliip, like love, is deftroycd by 
long abfence, though it may be encreafed by (hort 
intermiflSons. What we have miffed long enough 
to want it, we value more when it is regained ; but 
that which has been loft till it is forgotten, will be 
found at laft with little gladnefs, and with ftill lefs 
if a fubftitute has fupplied the place. A man de-. 
prived of the companion to whom he ufed to open 
his bofom, and with whom be (hared the hours of 
leifure and merriment, feels the day at firft hanging 
heavy on him ; his di65culties opprefs, and his 
doubts diftrad him ; he fees time come and go 
without his wonted gratification, and all is fadnefs 
within, and folitude about him. But this uneafmefs 
never lafts long ; neceffity produces expedients, new 
amufements are difcovered, and new converfation is 
admitted. 

No exfpeftation is more frequently difappointed, 
than that which naturally arifes in the mind from 
the profpeft of meeting an old friend after long 
reparation. We exped the attraftion to be re- 
vived, and the coalition to be renewed ; no man 
confiders how^ much alteration time has made in 
himfelf, and very few inquire what effeft it has had 
upon others. ^The firft hour convinces them, that 
the pleafure, which they have formerly enjoyed, is 
for ever at an end ; different fcenes have made dif- 
ferent impreffions ; the opinions of both are changed ; 
and that fimilitude of manners and fentiment is loft, 
which confirmed them both ii^ the approbation of 
themfelves. 

Friendfhip is often deftroyed by oppofition of 
intereft, not only by the ponderous and vifible inte- 

reft 
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reft which the defirc of wealth and greatncf^ forms 
and maintains, but by a thoufand fecret and flight 
competitions, fcarccly known to the mind upon 
which they operate. There is fcarcely any man 
without fome favourite trifle which he values above 
greatef attdntnentSj fome defire of petty praife which 
he cannot patiently fuflFer to be fruflirated. This 
minute ambition is fometimes crofled before it is 
known, and fometimes deflated by wanton petu* 
lance; but fuch attiacks are feldom made without 
the lofs of friendfliip ; for, whoever has once foun<i 
the vulnerable part will always be feared, and the 
refentment will bum on in fecret, of which fhame 
hinders the difcovery. 

This, however, is a flow malignity, which a wife 
man will obviate as inconfiftent With quiet, and a 
good man will reprefs as contrary to virtue; but 
human happinefs i^ fometimes violated by ibmc 
more fudden ftrokes, 

A difpute begun in jeft upon a fubjeft which a 
moment before was on both parts regarded with 
carelefa indifference, is continued by the defire of 
conqueft, till vanity kindles into rage, and oppofi- 
tion rankles into enmity* Againft this hafty mif- 
thief, I know not what fecurity can be obtained: 
men will be fometimes furprifed into quarrels ; and 
though they might both haftcn to reconciliation, as 
foon as their tumult had fubfided, yet two minds will 
feldom be found together, which ean at once fub- 
due their difcontent, or immediately enjoy the fweets 
of peace, without remembering the wounds of the 

Conflia, 

Friendfliip 
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Friendfliip has other enemies. Sufpicion is aU 
ways hardening the cautious, and difgufl; repelling 
the delicate. Very flender differences will fome- 
jtlmes part thofe whom long reciprocation of civility 
or beneficence has united. Lonelove and Ranger re- 
th-ed into the country to enjoy the company of eidi 
other, and returiied in fix weeks cold and petulant ; 
Rartger^s pleafure was to walk in the fields, and Lone* 
lovers to fit in a bowef j each had complied with the 
other in his turn, and e^h was angry that compIi« 
ance had beeft exafted. 

The moft fatal difeafe of friendfliip is gradual de* 
fcay, or diflike hourly encreafed by caufes too flendef 
for complsiint, and too numerous for removal— 
Thofe who are angry may be reconciled j thofe 
who have been injured may receive a recoitipeiice : 
but when the defire of pleafing and wilHngnefs 
to be plieafed is filently diminiflied, the renovatioii 
of friendfhip is hopelefs ; as, when the vital powers 
fmk into languor, then? is no longer any ufe of the 
tohyficiap. 
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Numb. 24. Saturday, September $0j 17 5B. 

tIT'HEN man fees one of the inferior crea-- 
^ ture^ perched upon a tree, or baiking in the 
funlhine, without any apparent endeavour or pur- 
fuit, he often afks himfelf, or his companion, Qn what 
that animal can befitppofed fa be thinking ? 

Of this queftion, fince neither bird nor beaft can 
anfwer it, we muft be content to live without the 
refolution. We know not how much the brutes 
recoUedJ: of the paft, or anticipate of the future; 
what power they have of comparing and preferring ; 
or whether their facuhies may not reft in motionlefs 
indifference, till they are moved by the prefence of 
their proper objed, or ftimulated to afl; by corporal 
fenfations. 

I am the lefs inclined to thefe fuperfluous in* 
quiries, becaufe I have always been able to,,6i^d fuf* 
ficient matter for curiofity in my own fpecies. It is 
ufelefs to go far in queft of that which may be found 
at home ; a very narrow circle of obfervation will 
fupply a fufficient number of men and women, who 
might be afked, with equal propriety. On what they 
can be thinking ? 

It is reafonable to believe, that thought, like 
every thing elfe, has its caufes and effefts ; that it 
muft proceed from fomething known, done, or fuf- 
fered; and muft produce fome adion or event. 
Yet how great is the number of thofe in whofe 
minds no fource of thought has ever been opened, 

in 
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in whofe life no confequence of thought is ever 
difcovered; who have learned nothing upon which 
they can refledl; who hare neither feen nor frft 
any thing which could leave its traces on the m^ 
mory ; who neither forefce nor defire any change of 
their condition, and have therefore neither fear, 
hope, nor defign, and yet are fuppofed to be think- 
ing beings. 

To every aft a fubjeft is required. He that 
thinks muft think upon fomething. But tell me, 
ye that pierce deepeft into nature, ye that take the 
wideft furveys of life, inform me, kind (hades of 
Malbranche and of Locke^ what that fomething can 
be, whi^h excites and continues thought in maiden 
aunts with fmall fortunes ; in younger brothers that 
live upon annuities ; in traders retired from bufinefs ; 
in foldiers abfent from their regiments ; or in widows 
that have no children ? 

Life is commonly confidered as either adive or 
contemplative ; but furely this divifion, how long 
foever it has been received, is inadequate and fal- 
lacious. There are mortals whofe life is certainly 
not aftive, for they do neither good nor evil ; and 
whofe life cannot be properly called contemplative, 
for they never attend either to the conduft of men, 
or the works of nature, but rife in the morning, 
look round them till night in carelefs ftupidity, go 
to bed and fleep, and rife again in the morning. 

It has been lately a celebrated queftion in the 
fchools of philofophy. Whether the foul always 
thinks? Some have defined the foul to he, l\it power 
&f thinking; concluded that its effence confifts in 

8 afti 
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ad i that, if it ihoiild c^afe to ad:, it veould cta^p 
totbej :2tfid that c^ffation of thought is but another 
iiame for extqi^cm of piind. This ^gumeot is 
Xubtle, but not condufive; ^caufe it fuppoXea 
!ii7hat cwnot be proved, that the Daetpre of ipind is 
j)roperly defined. Others affe& to difdain fubtilty, 
uehen fubtilty ifpU ^ot ferve their purpofe, and ap* 
peal to daily experience. We fpend many hours, 
they fay, in fleep, without the leaft remembrance of 
,any tl^oughts which then paffed in our minds ; and 
flince we can only by our own confcioufnefs be fure 
that we think, why fhould we imagine that we have 
Jiad thought of which no confcioufnefs reipains ? 

This argument, which appeals to experience, njay 
ifrom experience be confuted. We every day dp 
Xomething which we forget . 3Rrhen it is done, anjd 
;kaow to have been done only by confenjijence. The 
waking hours are nor denied to have been paffed in 
•thought ; yet he that fliall endeavour to recolleft on 
6ht jday the ideas of the former, will only turn the 
Jty6 i>f refledion upon vacancy 5 he will find, that 
the greater part is irrevocably vanifted, and wonder 
;how the moments could come and go, and leave 
fo little behind them. 

To difcover only that the arguments on both fide^ 
-are defeftive, and to throw back the tenet into ita 
former uncertainty, is the fport of wanton or male- 
volent fcepticifm, delighting to fee the fans of phi- 
lofophy at work upon a talk which never can be ^ 
decided. J Ihall fuggeft an argument hitherto over- 
looked, which may perhaps determine the contro- 
verfy. 

If 
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If it be impoffible to think ^thout materials^ 
there muft neceflarily be minds that do not always 
think ; and whence fliall we fumiih materials for the 
mcdhatiou of the gUitton between his meals, of the 
fportfman in a rainy month, of the annuitant between 
the days of quarterly payment, of the politician when 
the mails are detained by contrary winds ? 

But how frequent foever may be the examples of 
exiftence without thought, it is certainly a ftate noi 
much to be defired. He that lives in torpid in- 
fenfibility, wants nothing of a carcafe hut putre- 
fiiftion. It is the part of every inhabitant of the 
earth to partake the pains and pleafures of hk fellow* 
beings ; and, as in a road through a country defart 
and umform, the traveller languiibes for want of 
amufement, fo the paffage of life will be tedious 
and irkfome to him who does not beguile it by di- 
▼crfified ideas. ^ 
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NiTMB. 25. SATuftDAY, OBohcr 7, I758lv 

To the IDLERi 
Sift, 

T AM a very conftant frequentct of the playhoufc/ 
a place to which I fuppofe the Idler not much a 
ftranger, fince he can have rib where elfe fo much 
entertainment with fo little concurrence of his owrt 
endeavour* At all other aflemblies^ he that corner 
to receive delight, will be expefted to give it ; but 
in the theatre nothing is neceflary to the amufement 
of two hours, but to lit down and be willing to be 
pleafed. 

The laft week has offered two new aftors to the 
town. The appearance and retirement of aftors are 
the great events of the theatrical world; and their 
firft performances fill the pit with conjefture and 
prognoftication, as the firft aftions of a new monarch 
agitate nations with hope or fear. 

What opinion I have formed of the future excd- 
lence of thefe candidates for dramaticfc glory, it r^ 
not neceflary to declare. Their entrance gave mfer • 
a ^ligher and nobler pleafure than any borrowed cha-^ " 
rafter can afford, t faw the ranks of the theatre '* 
emulating each other in candour and humanity, and * 
contending who fhould moft effeftually affift thtf ^ 
ftruggles of endeavour, difBpate the blulh of diffi- * 
dence, and ftill the flutter of timidity. 

This 
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This behaviour is fuch as becomes a people, too 
tender to rein-efs thofe who wifli to pieafe^ too gene* 
fous to infult thofe who can make no tefiftance. A 
publick perkxnncr is fo much in the power of fpec<« 
tators, that all unneceflary feverity is reftrained by 
that general law of humanity which forbids us to be. 
cruel where there is nothing to be feared. 

In every new performer fomething muft be par« 
doned. No man can, by any force of refolution^ 
fecure to himfelf the full poffeffion of his owa 
powers under the eye of a large affembly. Varia- 
tion of gefture, and flexion of voice, are to be ob- 
tained only by experience* 

There is nothing for which fuch numbers think 
themfelves qualified as for theatrical exhibition. 
Every human being has an adion graceful to his( 
own eye, a voice mufical to his own ear, and a 
fenfibiUty which nature forbids him to know that 
any other bofom can excel. An art in which fuch 
numbers fency themfelves excellent, and which the 
publick liberally rewards, will excite many compe- 
titors, and in many attempts there muft be many 
inifcarriages. 

The care of the critick (hould be to diflinguifh 
error from inability, faults of inexperience from de- 
fers of nature. ASion irregular and turbulent may 
be reclaimed; vociferation Vehement and confiifed 
may be reftrained and modulated; the flalk of 
the tyrant may become the gait of the man; the 
yell of inarticulate diftrefs may be reduced to bu» 
man lamentation. All thefe faults fhould be for 
a time overlooked, and afterwards cenfured with 
Vol. VII. H gentlp. 
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gentlenefe and candour. But if in an ador there 
appears an utter vacancy of mesuiing, a frigid equs^ 
Jity, a ftupid languor, a torpd apathy, the greateft 
kindnefs that can be (hewn him^ is a fpeedy fentcnce 
of expulfion. 

I am, SIR, &c. 

T]HE plea which my correfpondent has offered for 
young adors, I am very far from wifhing to invali- 
- date. I always confidered thofe combinations which 
are fometimes formed in the playhoufe, as aSs of 
fraud or of cruelty ; he that applauds him who does 
not deferve praife, is endeavouring to deceive the 
.publick ; he that hiffes in malice or fport, is an op- 
preffor and a robber. 

But furely this laudable forbearance might be 
juftly extended to young poets. The art of the 
writer, like that of the player, is attained by flow 
degrees. The power of diftinguifliing and difcri- 
minating comick charafters, or of filling tragedy 
with poetical images, muft be the "gift of nature, 
which no inftruftion nor labour can fupply j but 
the art of dramatick difpofition, the contexture of 
the fcenes, the oppofition of characters, the involu- 
tion of the plot, the expedients of fufpenfion, and 
the ftratagems of furprife, are to be learned by 
prafUcej and it is cruel to difcourage a poet for 
ever, becaufe be has not from genius what only ex- 
perience can beftow. 

Life is a ftage. Let me likewife folidt candour 
for the young aftor on the ftage of life. They that 

enter 
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enter into the world are too often treated l;<rith un- 
reafonable rigour by thofe that were once as igno- 
rant and heady as themfelves j and diftindion is 
not always made between the faults which require 
fpeedy and violent eradication, and thofe that will 
gradually drop away in the progreffion of life. Vi- 
cious folicitations of appetite, if not checked, will 
grow more iihportunate ; and mean arts of profit or 
ambition will gather ftrength in the mind, if they 
are not early fuppreffed. But miftaken notions of 
fuperiority, defires of ufelefs fhow, pride of little 
accomplifiiments, and all the train of vanity, will 
be bruflied away by the wing of Time* 

Ref)roof fliould not exhauft its power upon petty 
failings; let it watch diligently againft the incur- 
fion of vice, and leave foppery and futility to die 
-of themfelves. 



Hi 
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Numb. 26. SATtJRDAY, OBober 14, 1758. 



Mr. Idler, 
T NEVER thought that I fliould write any thing 

to be printed; but having lately fecn your firfl 
cflay, which was fent down into the kitchen, with u 
great bundle of gazettes and ufelefs papers, I find 
that you -are willing to admit any correfpondent, and 
therefore hope you will not rejeft me. If you pub* 
lifh my letter, it may encourage others, in the 
fame condition with myfelf, to tell their (lories, 
which may be perhaps as ufefol as thofe of great 
ladies. 

I am a poor girl. I was bred in the country at a 
charity-fchool, maintained by the contributions of 
wealthy neighbours. The . ladies, or patroneffes, 
vifited us from time to time, examined how we were 
taught, and faw that our clothes were clean. We 
lived happily enough, and were inftruded to be 
thankful to thofe at whofe coft we were educated. 
I was always the favourite of my miftrefs ; (he ufed 
to call me to read and fhow my copy-book to all 
llrangers, who never difmiffed me without com- 
mendation, and very feldom without a fhilling. 

At laft the chief of our fubfcribers, having pafl^ 
^ winter in London^ came down full of an opinion new 
and ftrange to the whole country. She held it little 
lefs than criminal to teach poor girls to read and 
write. They who are bom to poverty, ihe l&id, are 

bora 
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bora to ignorance, and \vill work the harder the Ief» 
they know. She told her friends, that London wa$ 
in confiifion by the infolence of fervants ; that^ 
fcarcely a wench was to be got for all work^ fince 
education had made fuch numbers of fine ladies, that 
nobody would now accept a lower title than that of 
a waiting-maid, or fomething that might qualify her 
to^wear laced ihoes and long ruffles, and to fit at 
work in the parlour window. But fhe was refolved^ 
for her part, to fpoil no more girls ; tbofe, who were 
to live by their hands, fliould neither read nor write 
out of her pocket ; the world was bad enough aU 
ready, and fhe would have no part in making it 
worfe/ 

She was for a fhort time warmly oppofed ; but {he 
perfevered in her notions, and withdrew her fubfcrip* 
lion. Few liften without a defire of conviftion tp 
tfaofe who advUe them to fpare thdr money. Her 
example and her arguments gained ground daily; 
and in lefs than a year the whole parifh was con* 
vinced, that the nation would be ruined, if the 
dnldren of the poor were tatight to read and write. 

Our fchool was now diflblved : jny miftrefs kifTed 
me vAim we parted, and told me, that, being old 
and helplefs, (he could not ailift me; advifed me to 
feek a fervice, and charged me not to forget what I 
bad learned. 

My reputation for fcholarihip, which had hitherto 
fiecommended me to favour, was, by the adherents 
to the new opinion, confidered as a crime ; and, 
vhm I offered myfelf to any miftrefs, I had no other 
t&fwof than, Surey. child ^ ym would not work/ han^ 

H 3 work 
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work is not Jit for a pen-woman ; a fcrubbing-brufh 
would fpoil your hand^ child! 

* I could not live at home ; and while I was 
confidering to what I fhould betake me, one of the 
girls, who had gone from our fchool to London^ 
came down in a filk gown, and told her acquaint* 
ance how well (he lived, what fine things ihe faw, 
and what great wages fhe received. I refolvcd 
to try my fortune, and took my paffage in the 
next week^s waggon to London. I had no fnares 
laid for me at my arrival, but came fafe to a 
fitter of 'my miftrcfs, who undertook to get me 
a place. She knew only the families of mean 
tradefmen ; and I, having no high opinion of my 
own qualifications, was willing to accept the firft 
oflFer. 

My firft miftrefs vi^s wife of a working watch* 
maker» who earned more than was fufficient to 
kec^ his family in decency and plenty ; but it was 
their conftant praftice to ^ hire a clmife on Sunday 9 
and fpend half the wages of the week on Richmond 
Hill ; of Monday he commonly lay half in bed, and 
fpent the other half in merriment ; , Tuefday and 
Wednefday confumed the reft of his pioneyj and 
three days every week were paffed in extremity of 
want by us who were left at home, while my maf- 
ter lived on truft at an alehoufe. Ypu may b? 
fure, that of the fpfferers the maid fuflfered moft j 
and I left them, after tbjee months, rather than h% 

ftarved. 

I was then maid to a hatter's wife. There was 
Rowant to be dreaded, for th^y lived in perpeti?^ 

luxury. 
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luxury. My miftrcfs was a diligent woman/ and 
rofe early in the morning to fet the journeymen to 
work ; my mafter was a man much beloved by his 
neighbours, and fat at one club or other every 
night, I was obliged to wait on my mafter at 
night, and on my miftrefs in the morning. He feL 
dom came home before two, aiid (he rofe at five. I 
could no more live without fleep than without food, 
and therefore entreated them to look out for another 
fervant. 

My next, removal was to a linen-draper's, who 
had fix children. My miftrefs, when I firft en- 
tercd the houfe, informed me, that I muft never 
contradift the children, nor fuffer them to cry. I 
had no defire to offend, and readily promifed to 
do my beft. But when 1 gave them their break- 
faft, I could not help all firft ; when I was playing 
with one in my lap, I was forced to keep the reft 
in expedation. That which was not gratified al-^ 
ways refented the injury with a loud outcry, which 
put my miftrefs in a fury at me, and procured fugar- 
plums to the child. I could not keep fix children 
quiet, who were bribed to be clamorous ; and was 
therefore difmiffed, as a girl honeft, but not good- 
natured. 

I then lived with a couple that kept a petty fhop 
of remnants an4^ cheap linen. I was qualified to 
make a bill, or keep a book ; and being therefore 
often called, at a bufy timg, to ferve the cuftomers, 
expefted that I Ihould now be happy, in propor- 
tion as I was ufeful. But my miftrefs appropriated 
every day part of the profit to fome private ufe, 

H 4 and. 
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and, as Ihe grew bolder in her theft^^ at laft de« 
duded fuch fums, that my mafter began to won- 
der how he fold fo much, and gained fo Httle. She 
pretended to aflifl: . his inquiries, and began, very 
gravely, to hope that Betty was honeji^ and yet thofi 
Jbarf girls were apt to be light-fingered. You will bc- 
fieve that I did not (lay there much longer. 

The reft of my ftory I will tell you in another 
ktter ; and only beg to be informed, in fome paper, 
for which of my places, except perhaps the laft, I 
was difqualified by my fkill in reading and writing ? 

1 am, SIR, 
" Your very humble fervant. 

Bitty Broom*. 
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Numb. 27. Saturday, OBoher 21, 1753. 

TT has been the endeavour of all thofe whom 
the world has reverenced for fuperior wifdom, 
to perfuade man to be acquainted with himfelf, 
to learn his own powers and his own weaknefs, 
to obferve by what evils he is mod dangeroufly 
befet, and by what temptations moft eafily over- 
come. 

This <:ounfel has been often given with feriour P^^a^^- 
dignity, and often received with appearance of ^ 

conviction ; but, as very few can fearch deep into 
their own minds without meeting what they wi(h 
to ' hide from themfelves, fcarcely any man per- 
iifts in cultivating fuch difagreeable acquaintance, 
but draws the veil again between his eyes and 
his heart, leaves his pafHons and appetites as he 
found them, and advifes others to look into them- 
felves. 

This is the common refult of inquiry even 
among thofe that endeavour to grow wifer or bet- 
ter: but this endeavour is far enough from fre- 
quency J • the greater part of the multitudes that 
fwarm upon the earth have never been difturbed 
by fuch uneafy curiofity, but deliver themfelves 
up to bufinefs or to pleafure, plunge into the cur- 
rent of life, whether placid or turbulent, and pafs 
on from one point or profpeft to another, attentive 
rather to any thing than the ftate of their minds; 

2 iafisfied. 
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fatisfied, at an eafy rate, with an opinion, that they 
are no worfe than others, that every man muft mind 
his own intereft, or that their pleafures hurt only 
themfclves, and are therefore no proper fubjedts of 
cenfure. 

Some, however, there are, whom the intrufion 
of fcruples, the recoUefHon of better notions, or 
the latent reprehenfion of good examples, will 
not fuffer to live entirely contented with their 
own condufl: ; thefe are forced to pacify the mu- 
tiny of reafon with fair promifes, and quiet their 
thoughts with defigns of calling all their aftions to 
review, and planning a new fcberae for the time to 
come. 

There is nothing which we eftimate fo fallaci- 
oufly as the force of our own refolutions, nor any 
fallacy which we fo unwillingly and tardily detecl:. 
He that has refolved a thoufand times, and a thou- 
fand limes deferted his own purpofe, yet fuflfers no 
abatement of his confidence, but ftill believes him- 
ifelf bis own matter ; and able, by innate vigour of 
foul, to prefs forward to his end, through all the 
obftruftions that inconveniencies or delights can put 
in his way. 

That this miftake (hould prevail for a time, is 
very natural. When conviftion is prefent, and 
temptation out of fight, we do not eafily conceive 
how any reafonable being can deviate from his true 
intereft. What ought to be done while it yet hang« 
only in fpeculation, is fo plain and certain, that 
there is no place for doubt ; the whole foul yields 
itfelf to the predominance of truth, and readily de- 

termines 
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iermlnes to do what, when the time of a£tipn comes^ 
mil be at lad omitted. 

I believe moft men may rje^ew all the lives that 
have pafled vrlchin their obfervadon, without re* 
membering one efficacious refolution, or being able 
to tell a fingle inftance of a courfe of pradice fud« 
denly changed in confequence of a change of opi* 
nion, or an eftablifliment of determination. Many 
indeed alter their condufl, and are not at fifty what 
they were at thirty ; but they commonly varied im. 
perceptibly from themfelves, followed the train of 
external caufes, and rather fuffered reformation thax^ 
made it. 

It is not uncommon to charge the difference be- 
tween promife and performance, between profeffion 
and reality, upon deep defign and ftudied deceit; 
but the truth is, that there is very little hyppcrify 
in the world; we do not fo often endeavour or 
wi(h to impofe on others as on ourfelves ; we re- 
folve to do right, we hope to keep our refolutions^ 
we declare them to confirm our own hope, and 
fix our own inconftancy by calling witnefles of 
our actions ; but at laft habit prevails, and thofe 
whom we invited to our triumph, laugh at our 
defeat* 

Cuftom is commonly too ftrong for the mofl refo- 
Jute refolver, though fumiflied for the aflault with 
all the weapons of philofophy* " He that endea* 
^* vours to free himfelf from an ill habit,** fays 
Bacon^ ** muft not change too much at a time, lefl 
*' he Ihould be difcouraged by difficulty; nor 
** too little, for then he will make but flow ad* 
** vances.** This is a precept which may be ap. 

plauded 
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plauded in a book, but ^l £ul in the trial, hi 
ivhich every change vn\l be found too great or to«> 
little. Thofe ^o hare been abk to conquer habit, 
are Hke thofe that are fabled to have returned from 
the realms of Pbito : 

Patuif fuo4 £fmu apawt 
Jufiter^ aiqui ardent evctck ad athera virtus. 

They are fufEcient to give hope, but not fecurity ; to 
anmiate the conteft, but not to promife viftory. 

Thofe who are in the power of evil habits muft 
eonquer them as they can j and conquered they muft 
be, or neither wifdom nor happinefs can be attained ; 
but thofe who are not yet fubjeft to their influence 
may, by timely caution, preferve their freedom; 
they may efieftually refolve to efcape the tyrant^ 
whom they will very vainly refolve to conquer* 
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Numb, 88. Saturday, OBoher 28, 1758% 

n/>&^ IDLER. 

SIR, 

TT is very eafy for a man who fiU idle at homcp 
^ and has nobody to pleafe but himfelf, toridicula 
or to cenfure the common pradices of mankind; 
and thofe who have no prefent temptation to bresJ^ 
the rules of propriety, may applaud his judgment^ 
and join in his merriment ; but let the author or his 
readers mingle with common life, they will find 
themfelves irrefiftibly borne away by the ftream of 
cuftom, and muft fubmit, after they have laughed 
at others, to give others the fame opportunity of 
laughing at them. 

There is no paper publifhed by the Idler which I 
have read with more approbation, than that which 
cenfures the praftice of recording vulgar marriages^ 
in the newfpapers. I , carried it about in my 
pocket, and read it to all thofe whom I fufpeded 
of having publiflied their nuptials, or of being 
inclined to publifli them, and fent tranfcripts of 
it to all the couples that tranfgreiTed your precepts 
for the next fortnight* I hoped that they were aU 
vexed, and pleafed myfelf with imagining their 
mifery. 

But ihort is th£ triumph of maligmty. I was 
married laft week to Mifs Mohair^ the daughter 

of 
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of a falefman ; and, at my firfl: appearance after 
the wedding night, was alked bj my wife's mother 
whether I had fent our marriage to the Adverti/er? 
1 endeavoured to Ihew how unfit it was to demand 
the attention of the publick to our domeftick af- 
fairs; but fhe told me, with great vehemence, 
" That fee would not have it thought to be a 
** ftolen match; that the blood of the Mohairs 
•' fliould never be difgraced ; that her hufband 
•' had ferved all the parifli offices but one; that 
** fhe had lived five-and-thirty years at the fame 
*^ houfe, had paid every body twenty fhillings m 
** the pound, and would have me know, though 
•* fhe was not as fine and as flaunting as Mrs. 
J^ Gingham, the deputy's wife, fhe was not afhamed 
" to tell her name, and would fhew her fece with 
** the befl of them, and fince I had married her 
** daughter — — ^* At this inflant entered my fa- 
ther-in-law, a grave man, from whom I expeded 
fuccour ; but, upon hearing the cafe, he told me, 
^' That it would be very imprudent to mifs fuch 
'* an opportunity of advertifmg my Ihop ; and that 
*' when notice was given of my marriage, many 
** of my wife's friends would think themfelves 
** obliged to be my cuftomers/* I was fubdued by 
clamour on one fide, and gravity on the other, and 
ffaail be obliged to tell the town, that three days ago 
Timothy Mufhroom, an eminent oilman in Sea-CoaU 
Lame, was married to Mifs Polly Mohair of Loth* 
bury, a beautiful young lady^ with a large fortune^ 

I am, 8 1 R, &c. 
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SIR, 
T AM Ae nnfortunale wife of the grocer whofe 

letter you publiihed about ten weeks ago, ia 
which he com^ains, like i forry feUpw, that I loiter 
in the flaop with my needie^work in my hand, and 
that I oblige him to take me out on Sundays y and 
keep a girl to look after the child. Sweet Mr. Idlerf 
if you did but know all, you * would give no encou- 
ragement to fuch an unreafonable grumbler. I 
brought him thgree hundred pounds^ which fet him 
up in a fhop, and bought in a ftock, on which, with 
good jnan^gement, we might live comfortably ; but 
now I have given him a fhop, I am forced to watch 
him and the fhop too. I will tell you, Mr. Idler^ 
how it is. There is an alehoufe over the way with a 
ninepin alley, to which he is fure to run when I turq 
my back, and there lofes his money, for he plays at 
ninepins as he does every thing elfe. While he is 
at this favourite fport, he fets a dirty boy to watch 
his door, and call him to his cuftomers; but he is 
long in coming, and fo rude when he comes, that 
our cuftom falls off every day. 

Thofe who cannot govern themfelves, mud h^ 
governed. I have refolved to keep him for dfe fu- 
ture behind his counter, and let him bounce at his 
cijftomers if he dares. I cannot be above flairs and 
below at the fame time, and have therefore tak^ a 
girl to look after the child and drefs, the ^\m^% 
and, after all^ pray whp is to blame ? 

On a Sun day y^ it ^ true, I make him walk abroad, 
and fometimes carr^ the child ; I wonder who fhould 
carry it ? But I never take* him out till after church- 

time. 
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time, nor would do it then, but that, if he is left 
alcHie, he will be upon the bed. On a Sunday^ if 
be ftays at home, he has iix n^eak, and, when he can 
cat no longer, has twenty ibratagems:to e£cape from 
me to the alehoufe ; but I commonly keep die docnr 
locked, till Monday produces* fomethittg for Imn to do. 
This is the true ftate of the cafe, and thefe are the 
provocations for which he has written his letter to 
you» I hope you will write a paper to ihew^ that, ifi 
a wife mufl: fpend her whole time in watching ber 
huiband, ibe cannot comreniently tend her child^ or 
fit at her aeedk# 

lam^ SIR^ &C.. > 



SIR, . ' ' 

nPHERE is in this town a fpecies of oppreffion 

which the law has not hitherto prevented or 
redreffed. 

I am a chairman. You know, Sir, we come when 
we are called, and are expefted to carry all who re* 
quire our affiftance. It is common for men of the 
moft unwieldy corpulence to crowd themfelves into a 
chair, and demand to be carried for a fhilling as fiai* 
as an airy young lady whom we fcarcely feel tipbn 
our poles. Surely we ought to be paid like all btJief 
mortals in proportion to our labour. Engines (hotdil 
be fixed in proper places to weigh cHairs as thej' 
weigh waggons ; and thofe, whom eafe and plenty 
have made unable to carry themfelves, fhould ^ve 
part of then fuperftuities to thofe who carry them. 

1 am^ S I R, &c. 
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Numb. 29. Satuhday, November4i9 1753. 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 
T Have often obferved, that friends are loft by 
^ difcoatiauance of intercourfe \dAout any oflFence 
on either part, and have long known that it Is more 
dangerous to be forgotten than to be Uamed; I 
therefore make hafte to fend you the reft of my ftory, 
left, by the delay of another fortnight, the name of 
Betty Broom might be no longer remembered by you 
cm: yoiH: readers. 

Having left the laft place in hafte to avoid the 
charge or the fufpicion of theft, I had not fecured 
another fervice, and was forced to take a lodging in 
a back ftreet. I had now got good clothes. The 
woman who lived in the garret oppofite to mine was 
very, officious, and offered to take care of my room 
ai^d deafli. it, while I went round to my acquaintance 
to,.ini}uire foe a miftrefs. 1 knew not why flie was 
fo.,)l^uui, nor how I x:ould recompenfe her ; but in a 
fefV^^y^J miffed fomex)f my linen, went to another 
lo^y^f^g^ find reibived not to have another friend in 

la Si^ vmck$ I became under^maid at the houfe of 
a 9)^cer in Cor^fuli^, whofe fon was his apprentice. 
The yo^Bg goitleman ufed to fit late at the tavern^ 
» without the knowledge of his father ; and I was or- 
dered by my miftrefs to let him in fUently to his bed 
* Vol. VIL I racier 
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under the counter, and to be very careful to take 
away his candle. The hours which I was obliged to 
watch, whilft the reft of the family was in bed, I con- 
fidcred as fupcrnumerary, and, having no bufmefsf 
affigned for them, thought myfelf at liberty to fpend 
them my owii way : I kept myfelf awake with a 
book, and for fome time liked my ftate the better 
for this opportunity of reading. At laft, the upper- 
maid found my book, and ihewed it to my miftref?^ 
who told me that wenches like me might fpend thear 
time better ; that (he never knew any of the reader? 
that had good defigns tn their beads ; that fhe could 
always find fomething elfe to do with her time, than 
to puzzle over books ; and did not like that fiich a 
fine lady fhould fit up for her young mafter. 

This was the firft time that I found it thought cri- 
minal or dangerous to know.how tOTead. I was dif- 
•miffed decently, left I fhould teJi tales, ahd had a 
fmall gratuity above my wages. ' 

I then lived with a gentleworiian of a fmall fon» 
tune. This v/as the only happy part of my life. My 
nriftrefsi for whom publick dlverfions were too eac- . 
penfive^ fpent her time with books, and was pleaf(bd 
to 6nd a maid who. could partake her amufi^nents. 
I fofe early in the morning that I might hare tiihe 
in the afternoon to read or liften, and was fiifiered to 
tell my opinion, or exprcfe my delight. Thus iifieei 
.inontbs ftole away, in which L did not rcpme ^t % 
'was bom to fervitude. But a bunung fever feiaed 
4ny miftrefs, of whom I fliall fay no more, than that 
4ier fervant wept upon h6f grj^e. i 

- I had livdd in a kind of Jbxury, which madeane 
very unfit for afiother place J an4 w;^ radier too d^- 

ticate 
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Hcate for the converfation of a kitchen ; fo that when 
I was Wrcd in the family of an Eaft India direfltor, 
my behaviour was fo difierent, as they faid, from 
that of a common fervant, that they concluded me a 
gentlewoman in difguife, and turned me out in three 
weeks, on fufpicion of fome defign which they could 
not comprehend. 

I then fled for refuge to the other end of the town^ 
where I hoped to find no obftrudion from my new 
accomplifliinents, and was hired under the houfe»- 
keeper in a fplendid family. Here I was ;too wife fbr 
the maids, and too nice for the footman; yet I 
might have lived on without much uneafinefs, had 
not my miftrefe, the houfekeepier) who ufed to emv 
ploy me in buying neceffaries £br the family, found 
a bill which I had made of one day's expence* I 
fuppoie it did not quite agree with her own book, 
for flie fiercely declared her rcfolorion, that there 
ihould be no pen and ink in that kitchen but her 
o«m. 

t She had the juftice, or the prudence, not to injure 
my reputation ; and I was cafily admitted imo an< < ^* 
other houfe in the neighbourbood, where my bu(i- 
iffifs was to fweep the rooms and make the beds. 
Here I was for fome time the favourite of Mrs* 
Simper^ my lady's woman, who could not bear the 
Yulgar gh-ls, and was happy in the attendance of a 
^oung woman of fome education. Mrs. Simper bved 
a novel, though {he could not read hard words, and 
ihiorefc^e, jwhen her lady was abroad, we always laid 
hold on her books. At la(l, my abilities became fo 
-BRich celebrated, that the boule-fteward ufed to em- 
pby me ii^i keeping his accounts. Mrs. Simper thea 
r- .. 1 2 found 
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found out, that my faucinefs was grown to fuch a 
height that nobody could endure it, and told my 
lady, that there never had been a room well fwept 
fincc Betty Broom came into the houfe. 

I was then hired by. a confumptive lady, who 
wanted a maid that could read and write. I attended 
her four years, and though flie was never pleafed, 
yet when I declared my refolution to leave her, (he 
burft into tears, and told me that I mud bear the 
peevifhnefs of a fick bed, and I fhould find myfelf 
remembered in her will. I complied, and a codicil 
was added in my favour ; but in lefs than a week, 
when I fet her gruel before her, I laid the fpoon on 
the left fide, and (he threw her will into the fire. 
In two days (he made another, which (he burnt in 
the fame maimer becaufe (he could not eat her 
chicken. A third was made, and deflroyed becaufe 
flie heard a moufe within the wainfcot, and was fure 
that I (hould fuffer her to be carried away alive. 
After this I was for fome time out of favour, but as 
her illnefs grew upon her, refentment and fullennefs 
'' gave way to kinder fentiments. She died, and left 
me five hundred pounds ; with this fortune I am 
going to fetde in my native pariih, where I refolve 
to Ipend fome hours every day in teaching poor girls 
to read and write. 

lam, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

Betty Broom. 
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Numb. 30. Saturday, November 11, 1758. 



nPHE defires of man increafe with his acquifu 
tions; every ftep which he advances brings 
fomething within his view, which he did not fee be- 
fore, and which, as foon as he fees it, he begins to 
want. Where neceffity ends, curiofity begins j and 
no fooner are we fupplied with every thing that na* 
ture can demand, than we (it down to contrive arti* 
ficial appetites. 

By this reftleflhefs of mind, every populous and 
weahhy city is filled with innumerable employments, 
for which the greater part of mankind is without a 
name; with artificers, whofe labour is exerted in 
producing fuch petty conveniencies, that many fhops 
are fumi(hed with inftruments, of which the ufe can 
hardly be found without inquiry, but vdiich he that 
once knows them quickly learns to number among 
neceflary things. 

Such is the diligence with which, in countries 
completely civilized, one part of mankind labours 
for another, that wants are fupplied fafter than they 
can be formed, and the idle and luxurious find life 
ftagnate for want of fome defire to keep it in motion. 
This fpecies of diftrefs fumiflies a ne;w fet of occu- 
pations ; and multitudes are bufied, from day to 
day, in finding the rich and the fortunate fomething 
to do. 

1 3 It 
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It is rery common* to reproach thofc artifta as u&i 
lefs, who produce only fuch fuperflaities as neither 
accommodate the bodyv nor improve the mind ; alid 
of which no other efFe£b can be imagined, dian that 
they are the occafions^ of fpending money, and con* 
fuming time. 

But this cenfnre will be mitigated, when it h 
ferioufly confidercd, that money and time are the 
heavieft burdens of life, and that the mibappieft of 
alt mortals are diofe who ItKvt more of either than 
they know how to ufe. To fct himfelf free from 
thefe incumbrances, one hurries to Newmarket ; an^ 
€rther travels over Europe / one pulls down hts houfe 
and calls architects about him ; another buys a ieat in 
the country, and follows lus hounds over hedges and 
through rivers ; one makes coUedions of fhells ; and 
another fearcbes the world for tul^s and carnations. 

He is fnrely a publick benefa^r who finds em-» 
ployment for thofe to whom it is thus difficult to 
find it for themfelves. It is true, that this is feldom 
done merely from generofity or compaffion ; ahnoft 
every man feeks his own advantage in helping others, 
and tfeet^one it is tofa common for mercoiary officii 
oufhefr to confider rather wlm is grateful, tbam what 
is right*' 

We aft know that it is more, profitable to be 
ibved dian efteemed ; and minifters- of pleafure wiU 
always be ibund, who ftudy to make tbemfeWes nei- 
ceffiiry, and to fupplant thofe who are pra^ifing the 
fame arts. 

One of the amu&ments of idlenefs is reading with- 
out the fatigue of dofe attention, and the world 

therefore 
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cherefiire ' fwarms with writers whofe wfli is iH)t to be 
ftadied, but to be read% 

No ^ecier of literary men has lately been fo^much 
multiplied as the writers of news* Not many 
years ago the nation was content with one gazette; 
but now we have not only in the metropolis papers 
for evoy morning and every evening, but almofl: 
every large town has its weekly faiftorian, who 
regidarly circulates his periodical intelUgoice) and 
fitts t the villages of Ms diftrid with conje^ures on 
the events of war, and with drf)ate6 on the true in- 
ttrdi oi Eurt^pe. 

To write news in its perfe£Hon requires fuch a 
comlMnation of qualities, that a man complet^ 
feted for the talk is not always to be found. In Sir 
Henry Wctton*^ jocular definition. An awbajfudor is 
faid to be tf man ofinrtuefent abroad to tell lies for the 
aahantage of iris country; a news-writer is a man with* 
out virtue f who writes lies at home fair his own profit* 
To thefe compditions is required neither genius npr 
knowledge, neither feduftry nor IprightUnefs j but 
- contempt of ihame and indifference to truth are a|> 
folutely neceflary. He who by a long fam^arity 
whh infamy has obtained tbefe qualities^ may CQnr 
fidently tell to-day what he intends to contradict to- 
morrow; he may affirm fearle&ly what he knows 
l3iat he fhall be obliged to recants, and may write 
fetters from Amfterdamxyc DreJikniQ hioafelE 

In a time of war the fiatSoais always of one mii^, 
eager to hear fomething good of themfelves and ill 
of the enemy. At this time the taft of news- 
writers is eafy; they have notMng. to do but to tell 
that a battle is expe^ed, and afterwards that a battle 

1 4 has 
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has been fought, in which wj and our friends, wh©- 
ther conquering or conquered, did ail, afid our ene- 
mies did >iothing« 

Scarcely any thing aw^ens ^att^tion like a tale of 
cruelty. The writer of news never fails in the in^ 
termiflion of adion to tell how the enemies murdered 
children loid raviOied virgins ; and, if the feenf Jf 
action be fomewhat diftant, fcalps hatf the inhat^4nts 
of a province. 

Among the calamities of war may be juftly num- 
bered the diminution of the love cf truth, by the 
falfehoods which intereft dictates, and creduUty en* 
courages. A peace will equally leave the warrior 
and relator of wars ddlitute of employment ; and I 
know not whether more is to be dreaded from ftreetis 
filled with fblditers accuftomed to plunder, or from 
garrets filled with fcribblers accuftomed to lie. 
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Numb, 31. Saturday, November 18, 1758. 

|lT A N Y moralifts have remarked, that pridg 
™'*' has of all human vices the wideft donunioQ^ 
appears m the greateft multiplicity ©f forms^ and lies 
hid imder the greateft variety pf difguifes; of dif* 
guifes^ which, like the moon's veil of brightnefsy ace 
both its lujire and its Jhad^y and betray it to others^ 
though they hide it from ourfelves. 
: It is not my intention to degrade pride from this 
pre-emii^nce of mifchief ; yet I know not whether 
idlenefs may not maintain a very doubtful and ob- 
ftinate competition. 

There are fome that profefs idlenefs in its fuU 
dignity, who call themfelves the Idle^ as Biifiris in 
the play calls hin^elf the Proud; who boaft that they 
do nothing, and thank their ftars that they have 
nothing to do j who fleep every night till they can 
ileep no longer, and rife only that exerdfe may en- 
able them to fleep again ; who prolong the reign of 
darknefs by double curtains, and never fee the fun 
but to tell him how they hate his beams ; whofe whole 
labour is to vary the pofture of indolence, and 
whofe day differs from their night but as a couch or 
chair differs from a bed. 

Thefe are the true and open votaries of idlenefs, 
for whom ihe weaves the garlands of poppies, and 
into whofe cup flie pours the waters of oblivion; 
who exift in a ftate of unruffled ftupidity, forgetting 

and 
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and forgottra i who have loog ceafed to liv«^ and 
at .wbde death the fui^ivors can only fay» that th§y. 
have ceafed to breathe. 

But idlenefs predommates in many lives where it 
h not fufpeded ; for, being a vice which terpii- 
nates in itfelf, it may be enjoyed without injury to 
others ; and it is therefore not watched like fraud, 
which endangers property; or like pride, which 
naturally feeks its gratifications in anotfter^s infe- 
riority. Idlenefs is a filent and peaceful quality, that 
neither raifes envy by oftentation, nor hatred by op- 
pofition ; and therefore nobody is bufy to cenfure or 
detefl it. 

As pride fometimes is hid under humility, idle- 
nefs is often covered by turbulence and hurry. H? 
that negledts his known duty and real employment^ 
naturally endeavours to crowd his mind with fome. 
thing that may bar out the remembrance of his own 
folly, and does any thing but what he ought to do 
with eager diligence, that he may keep himfelf in 
his own favour. 

Some are always in a ftate of preparation, occu- 
pied in previous meafures, forming plans, accumii^ 
lating materials, and providing for the main affiur. 
Thefe are certainly under the fecret power of idle- 
nefs. Nothing is to be expeded from the workman 
whofe tools are for ever to be fought. I was one? 
told by a great mailer, that no man ever excelled in 
painting, who was eminently curious about pencils 
and colours. 

There are others to whom idlenefs diftates another 
expedient, by which life may be paffed unprofitably 
away without the tedioufnefs of many vacant hours. 

The 
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The art is, to fill the day with petty bufmefs, to have 
always fomething in hand which n\ay raife curiofity^ 
but not folicitude, and keep the miiid in a ftate of 
a£lion, but not of labour. 

l^is art has for many years been pradifed by my 
old friend Sober with wonderful fuccefs. Sober k a man 
of ftrong defires and quick i magination, fo exaftly 
balanced by the love of eafe, that they can feldom 
ftimulate him to any difficult undertaking; they 
have, however, fo much power, that they will not 
fufFer him to lie quite at reft ; and though they do not 
make him fuffidently ufeful to others, they make him 
at leaft weary of himfelf. 

Mr. Sober^s chief pleafure is converfation ; there 
is no end of his talk or his attention ; to fpcak or 
to hear is equally pleafing ; for he ftiU fancies that 
he is teaching or learning fomething, and is free fof^ 
the time from his own reproaches. 

But there is one time at night when he muft go 
home, that his friends may fleep ; and another time 
in the morning, when all the world agrees to fliut 
out interruption. Thefe are the moments of which 
poor Sober trembles at the thought. But the mifery 
of thefe tirefome intervals he has many means of 
alleviating. He has perfuaded himfelf, that the 
manual arts are undefervedly overlooked ; he has ob- 
ferved in many trades the efFeds of clofe thought,, 
and juft ratiocination. From fpeculatlon he pro- 
ceeded to pradice, and fupplied himfelf with the 
tools of a carpenter, with which he mended his coal- 
box very fuccefsfully, and which he ftill continues 
to employ, as he finds occafion. 

He 
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He has attempted at other times the crafts of 
fboemaker^ tinman, plumber, and potter; in all 
thefe arts he has failed, and refolves to qualify him- 
felf for them by better information. But his daily 
amufement is. chemiftry. He has a fmall furnace, 
which he employs in diflillation, and which has long 
been the folace of his life. He draws cils and wa- 
ters, and effences and fpirits, which he knows to be 
of no ufe ; fits and counts the drops as they come 
from his retort, and forgets that, whilft a drop is fall- 
ing; a moment fli^s away. 

Poor Sober/ I have often teized him with reproof, 
and he has often promifed reformation ; for no man 
is fo much open to conviSion as the Idifr^ but there 
is none on whom it operates fo little. What will be 
the effeft of this paper 1 know not j perhaps he will 
read it and laugh, and light the fire in his furnace ; 
but my hope is, that he will quit his trifles, and be^ 
take himfelf to rational and ufeful diligence ^. 

♦ In Mr. Sohtf wc have many undoubted trait« of D '• John- 
fon's chara&cr* No man was ever more fenEble of bis own wcak- 
neflies. C. 
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Numb. 33. Saturday, November 55^ 1758. 

A MONG the innumerable mortifications that 
^^^ way-lay human arrogance on every fide, may 
well be reckoned our ignorance of the moft conu 
moii objefts and effefts ; a defed of which we become 
more fenfible, by every attempt to fupply it. VuU 
gar and inadive minds confound &miliarity with 
knowledge, and conceive themfelves informed of the 
whole nature of things when they are ihewn their 
form or told their ufej but the fpeculatift, who i$ 
not content with fuperficial views, harafles himfelf 
with fruitlefs curiofity, and ftill, as he inquires more^ 
perceives only that he knows lefs. 

Sleep is a ftate in which a great part of every life 
is pafled. No animal has been yet difcovered, whofe 
exiftence is not varied with intervals of infenfibility j 
and fome late philofophers have extended the empire 
of illeep over the vegetable world. 

Yet of this change, To frequent, fo great, fo gene, 
ral, ahd fo neceffary, no fearcher has yet found either 
the efficient or final caufe j or can tell by what power 
the mind and body are thus chained down in irre- 
fiftible ftupeia£tion ; or what benefits the animal 
receives from this alternate fufpenfion of its active 
powers. 

Whatever may be the multiplicity or contrariety 

of opinions upon this fubje£t, nature has taken fu& 

ficient care that theory fhall have little influence on 

^ practice. The moft diligent inquirer is not able 

2 long 
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long to keep his eyes open ; the mod eager difputant 
will begin about midnight to defert his argument) 
and, once in four-and-twenty hours, the gay and the 
gloomy, the witty and the dull, the clamorous and 
the filent, the bufy and the idle, are all overpowered 
by the gentle tyrant, and all lie dowji in the equality 
of Heap. 

Philofophy has often attempted to reprefs info- 
lence, by aflei'ting, that all conditions are levelled 
by death ; a pofition which, however it may dejeft 
the happy, will feldom afford much comfort to the 
wretched. It is far more pleafing to confider, that 

2r with death ; that the time 

mce, when the balm of reft 

pon every head, when the di- 

;op their operation, and the 

e down together. 

ded of Alexander^ that in the 

1 intoxication of .flattery, he 

perceived himfelf to be a man 

?p. Whether he confidered 

mind or body, it was indeed 

ice of human infirmity ; the body 

iich frequency of renovation, gave 

% of immortality; and the mind 

\ to time, funk gladly into infeii& 

no very near approaches to the fe- 

ne and felf-fu$cient nature. 

^ can tend more to reprefs all the 

rb the peace of the worid, than the 

cqnfiderarion that there is no height of happiaefs or 

Ixpnpur from which/ man does not ^gerly defcend 

,to a ftate of uncpnfdous repofej that the beft. ooft- 

ditioa 
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tlition of l2e 18 fuch, that we contentedly quit it$ 
good to be difentangled from its evils; that, in a 
few hours, fplendor fades before the eye, and praife 
itfelf deadens in the ear ; the fenfes • withdraw from 
their objeds, and reafon favours the retreats 

What then are the hopea and profpefts of covet- 
oufnefs, ambition, and rapacity ? Let him that de- 
fires moft have all his defires. gratified, he never fliall 
attain a ftate which be can, for a day and a night, 
contemplate with fatisfaftion, or from which, if he 
had the power of perpetual vigilance, he would not 
long for periodical feparations. 

All envy would be extinguiflied, if it were uni- 
verfally known that there are none to be envied, and 
furely none can be much envied who are not pleafed 
with themfelves. There is reafon' to fufped, that 
the diftinftions of mankind have more fliew than 
Value, when it is found that all agree to be weary 
aKfce of pleafures and of cares ; that the powerful 
^nd the weak, the celebrated and obfcure, join ii| 
t^ne common wifli, and implore from nature^s hand 
Vh^neftar of oblivion. 

"' Such is our defire of abftraftion from ourfelves, 
that very few afe fatisfied with the quantity of ftu- 
^feSion which the needs of the body force upon 
tht mind, Alexander himfetf added intemperance 
io fleep, and folaced with the fumes of wine the fo- 
vei^ignty of the world; and almoft every man has 
fome art by which he fteals his thoughts away from 
his prefent ftate. 

• It is not much of life that is fpcnt in dofe atten- 
tion to any important duty. Many hours of every 
day are fuffered to fly away withbut any traces left 

upon 
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upon the intelkas. We fuffer phantoms to rife up 
before us, and amufe ouifclves wil|k fiu^ dance of 
airy images, which, after a time, w^ difmiis for ever, 
and know not how we have been bu(ied. 

Many have no happier moments than thofe that 
they pais in folitude, abandoned to their own imagi- 
nation, which fometimes puts fceptres in their hands 
or mitres on their heads, fhifts the fcene of pleafure 
with endlefs variety, bids all the forms of beauty 
fparkle before them, and gluts them with every 
change of vifionary luxury. 

It is eafy in thefe femi-flumbers to colled: all the 
poifibilities of happinefs^ to akor the courfe of the 
fun, to bring back the paft, and anticipate the future, 
to unite all the beauties of all feafops, and all the 
bleffings of all climates, to receive aqd beftow feli- 
city, and forget that milery is the lot of man. AQ 
this is a voluntary dream, a temporary recefEon front 
the realities of life to airy ii£tions ^ and habitual fub- 
jeftion of reafon to fancy. 

Others are afraid to be abne, and amufe them- 
felves by a perpetual fucceflion of companions : but 
the differertce is not great ; in folitude we have our, 
dreams to ourfelves, and in company we agree tc^ 
dream in concert. The end fought in both is for- 
getfulnefs of ourfelves* 
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NuMB.33. S-^URDAY^ December 2^^ 1758. 

[I hope the author of the foHowing Letter * will ex* 

ctife the omilfion of. fome parts, and aUow ipae t» 

reriiark, that the Journal of the Citizen in the 

SfeBater has almoft precluded the attempt of any 

/future writer.] 



• Non Ha Romuli 



' Prafirlptumy ^ kamfi Catoim .'' ' 

S:IRi ' ' ^ 

Y'OU have often folidted ^^ c©f refpotideiice. I 
'* have fent you the journal of 3 Stnior Felknv^ 
6r Genuine Idler ^ juft tranfmitted from €tf;7i*/t^^^ by 
a facetious correfpondent, and ^an^anted Hothjave 
been tranfcribed from the common-place book of 
thejoumaKft* 

Monday^ Nine 0* Clock. Turned off my bed-maker 
for \rafcing me at eight. Weather rainy. Con* 
fulted my weather-glafs. No hopes of a ride be*- 
fore dinner.' ... 

Ditto^ Ten. After breakfaft, tranfcribed half a 
fermon from Dr. Hickman. N. B. Never to tran- 
fcribe any more from Calamy ; Mrs. Pilcocks, at my 
curacy, having one volume of that author lying in 
her parlour-window. 

♦ Mr. Thomas WArton. 

Vol. VII. K Ditto, 
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DittOj Eleven. Went down into my cellar. Mem. 
My Mountain will be fit to drink in a- month's time. 
JV. B. To remove the five-year-old port into the new 
bin on the left hand. 

DiitOj Twelve. Mended a pen. Looked at my 
weather-glafs again. Quickfilver very low. Shaved- 
Barber's hand fhakes. 

DittOy One. Dined alone in my room, on a foal. 
N*B4 The (hrimp-fauce not fo good as Mr, H. of 
Peterhoufe and I ufed to eat in London laft winter 
at the Mitre in Fleet-Jireet. Sat down to a pint, of 
Madeira. Mr. H. furprifed ttie over it. We finiflied 
two bottles of port together, and were very cheerfuL 
Mem. To dine with Mr. H. at Peterhoufe next Wed- 
nefday. One of the dilhes a leg of pork and peafe, 
by riiy defire. 

Diito^ Six. Newfpaper in the common-roOm. 

DittOy Seven* Returned to my room. Made a 
tiff of warm punchy and to bed before nine ; did 
not fall afleep till ten^ a young fellow*commoner 
being very noify over my head* 

Tuefdayj Nine. Rofe fqueamifli. A fine mom- ^v 
ing. Weather-glafs very high. ^ 

Ditto^ Ten. Ordered my horfe, and rodelo the 
five-mile (tone on the Newmarket road. Appetite 
gets better. A pack of hounds, in full cry, croffed 
the road, and ftartled my horfe. 

Ditioy Twelve. Dreft. Found a letter on my tabU 
to be in London the 19th inft. Befpoke a new wig. 

DittOj One. At diimer in the hall. Too much 
water, in the foup. /Dr. Dry always orders the beef 
to be falted too muc^ for me. 

DittOj 




Digitized by 



Google 



J 



'>*T 



N^3^i THE 113 LER. \ t^i 

DittOj 'TtiJb. In the common-room. Dr. Dry 
gave us an inftance of a gentleman who kept the 
gout out of his ftomach by drinking old Madeira* 
Converfation chiefly on the expeditions. Company 
broke up^ at four. Dr. Dry and xhyfelf played at 
back-gammon for a brace of fnipes^ Won. 

Ditto ^ Fivci At the coffee-houfe. Met Mr. if. 
there. Could not get a fight of the Monitor. 

DittOy Seven. Returned home, and ftirred my fire. 
Went to the common room, and fupped on the fnipes 
with Dr. Dry. 

DittOy Eight. Began the evening in the common- 
room. Dr. Dry told feveral fl:ories. Were very 
merry. Our new fellow, that ftudies phyfick, very 
talkative toward twelve. Pretends he will bring the 
youngeft Mifs — ;— to drink tea with me foon. Im- 
pertinen?^tc)ckhead ! 

Wednefdayy Nine. Alarmed With a pain in my 
ancle. ^ The gout ? Fear I can't dine at Peter^ 
houfei brft T hope a ride will fet all to rights, Wea- 
ther-glafs below fair. 
a» DittOy Ten. Mounted my horfe, though the wea- 
ther fufpicious. Pain in niy ancle entirely gone. 
Caught in a fliower coming back. Convinced that 
my weather-glafs is the bed in Cambridge. 

DittOy Twelve. Dreft. Sauntered up to the Fi/h" 
mongers' Aii\l^ Met Mr. H. and went with him to 
Feterboufe. Cook made us wait thirty-fix minutes 
beyond the time. The company, fome of my Ema» 
nuel friends. For dinner, a pair of foals, a leg of 
pork and peafe, among other things. Mem. Peafe- 
pudding not boiled enough. Cook reprimanded, and 
fconced in my prefence. / ^ 

Kz* . . DitiOy 
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Ditto 9 after Dinner. Pain in my ancle returns* 
Dull all the afternoon. Rallied for being no com- 
pany. Mr. i/.'s account of the accommodations on 
the road in his Bath journey. 

DittOy Six. Got into fpirits. Never was more 
chatty. We fat late at whift. Mr. H. and felf 
agreed at parting to take a gentle ride, and xiine at 
the old houfe on the London road to-morrow. 

Thurfday^ Nine. My fempftrefs. She has loft the 
meafure of my wrift. Forced to be meafured again. 
The baggage has got a trick of fmiling. 

DittOy Ten to Eleven. Made fome rappee-fnuC 
Read the magazines. Received a prefent of pickles 
fromMifs Pilcocks. Mem. To fend in return fome 
collared eel, which I know both the old lady and 
mifs are fond of. 

Ditto^ Eleven. Glafs very high. Mounted at the 
gate with Mr. H. Horfe fldttifli, and wants exer- 
cife. Arrive at the old houfe. AH the provifions 
befpoke by fome rakifh fellow-commoner in the next 
room, who had been on a fcheme to Newmarket. 
Could get nothing but mutton-chops off the worft 
end. Port very new. Agree to try fome other 
houfe to-morrow. 

HERii the Journal breaks off; for the next morn- 
ing, as my friend informs me, our genial academick 
was waked with a fevere fit of the gout; and, at 
prefent, enjoys all the dignity of that difeafe. But 
I believe we have loft nothing by this interruption : 
fmce a continuation of the remainder of the Jour- 
m1, through the remainder of the week, would moft 
probably have exhibited nothing more than a re- 

I peated 
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peated relation of the fame clrcumftances of idling 
and luxury. 

I hope it will not be concluded, from this fpeci- 
men of academick life, that I have attempted to 
decry our univerfities. If literature is not the ef- 
fential requifite of the modem academick, I am yet 
perfuaded) that Cambridge and Oxfordy however de-? 
generated, furpafs the fafliionable academies of our 
metropolis, and the gymnqfia of foreign countries. 
The number of learned perfons in thefe celebrated 
feats is ftiil confiderable, and more conveniencies 
and opportunities for ftudy {till fubfifl: in them, thaa 
in any other place. There is at leaft one very power- 
ful incentive to learning ; I mean the Genius of ihp 
place. It is a fort of infpiring deity, which every 
youth of quick fenfibility and ingenious difpofition 
creates to himfelf, by reflefting, that he is placed 
under thofe venerable walls, where a Hooker and a 
Hammond, a Bacon and a Newton, once purfued 
the fame courfe of fcience, and from whence they 
foared to the moft elevated heights of literary fame. 
This is that incitement which Tully^ according to his 
own teftimony, experienced at Athens^ when he con- 
templated the porticos where Socrates fat, and the 
laurel-groves where Plato difputed. But there are 
other circumftances, and of the higheft importance, 
which render our colleges fuperior to all other places 
of education. Their inftitutions, although fomewhat 
fallen from their primseval fimplicity, are fuch as in- 
fluence, in a particular manner, the moral condufk of 
their youth ; and, in this general depravity of man- 
ners and laxity of principles, pure religion is no- 
where more ftrongly inculcated. The academies^ as 

K3 they 
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tbey are prefumptuoufly ftyled, are too low to be 
mentioned ; and foreign feminaries are likely to pre- 
judice the unwary mind with Calvinifm. But Eng' 
lijh univerfities render their fludents virtuous, at leaft 
by excluding all opportunities of vice \ and, by 
teaching them the principles of the Church of Eng- 
landj confirm thepi in thofe of true Chriftianity. 



NiTMB. 34. Saturday, December 9j 1758. 



nrO illuftratc one thing by its r^emblance to 
another, has . been always the moft popular 
and efficacious art of inftrudion. There is indeed 
no other method of teaching that of which any one is 
ignorant, but by means of fomething already known ; 
and, a mind fo enlarged by contemplation and in- 
quiry, that it has always many objects within its 
view, will feldom be long without fome near and 
familiar image through which an eafy tranlition may 
be made to truths more diftant and obfcure. 

Of the parallels which have been drawn by wit 
and curiofity, fome are literal and real, as between 
poetry and painting, two arts which purfue the fame 
end, by the operation of the fame mental faculties, 
and which differ only^as the one reprefents things by 
marks permanent and natural, the other by figns ac- 
cidental and arbitrary. The one, therefore, is more 
eafily and generally underftood, fihce fimilitude of 
form Is immediately perceived } the other , is capable 

of 
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of conveying more Ideas, for men have thought and 
fpoken of many things which they do not fee. 

Other parallels are fortuitous and fanciful, yet 
thefe have fometimes been extended to many parti- 
culars of refemblance by a lucky concurrence of 
diligence and chance. The animal body is com- 
pofed of many members, united uijder the direction 
of one mind ; any number of individuals, connected 
for fome common purpofe, is therefore called a 
body. From this participation of the fame appella- 
tion arofe the comparifon of the body natural and 
body politick, of which, how far foever it has been 
deduced, no end has hitherto been found. 

In thefe imaginary fimilitudes, the fame word is 
ufed at once in its primitive and metaphorical fenfe. 
Thus health, afcribed to the body natural, is oppofed 
to ficknefs ; but, attributed to tjie body politick, (lands 
as contrary to adverfity. Thefe parallels therefore 
have more of genius, but lefs of truth; they often 
pleafe, but they never convince. 

Of this kind is a curious fpeculation frequently in-, 
dulged by a philofopher of my acquaintance, who had 
difcovered, that the qualities requifite to converfation 
-are very exadly reprefented by a bowl of punch. 

Punch, fays this profound inveftigator, is^a liquor 
compounded of fpirit and acid juices, fugar and wa- 
ter. The fpirit, volatile and fiery, is the proper em- 
blem of vivacity and wit ; the acidity of the lemon 
will very aptly figure pungency of raillery, andacri- 
mony of cenfure ; fugar is the natural reprefentativc 
of lufcious adulation and gentle complaifance ; and 
water is the proper hieroglyphick of eafy pratde, in- 
nocent and taftelefs* 

K4 Spirit 
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Spirit alone is too powerful for ufe. It will pi^o- 
duce madnefs rather than merriment ) and, infte^ of 
quenching thirft, will inflame the blood. Thus wit, 
too copioufly poured out, agitates the hearer with emo- 
tions rather violent than pleafing j every one (brinks 
from the force of its opprelfion, the company fits 
entranced and overpowered; all are aftoniflied, but 
nobody is pleafed. 

The acid juices give this genial liquor all its power 
of ftimulating the palate. Converfation would be- 
come dull and vapid, if negligence were not fome- 
times roufed, and fluggifenefs quickened, by due 
feverity of reprehenfion. But acids unmixed will dif- 
tort the face and torture the palate ; and he that has 
no other qualities than penetration and afperity, he 
whofe conflant employment is deteftion and cenftire, 
who looks only to find faults, and fpeaks only to 
punilh them, will foon be dreaded, hated, and avoided. 
The tafte of fugar is generally pleafing, but it 
xsannot long be eaten by itfelf. Thus meeknefs and 
courtefy will always recommend the firft addrefs, but 
foon pall and naufeate, unlefs they are ajQTociated with 
more fprightly qualities. The chief ufe of fugar is 
to temper the tafte of other fubftances ; and foftnefs 
of behaviour in the fame manner mitigates the rough- 
nefs of contradiftion, and allays the bitternefs of un- 
welcome truth. 

Water is the univerfal vehicle by which are Con- 
veyed the particles neceflary to fuftenance and growth, 
by which thirft is quenched, and all the wants of life 
and nature are fupplied. Thus all the bufinefs of 
the world Is tranfafted by artlefs and eafy talk, nei- 
ther fublimed by fancy, nor difcoloured by afieSa- 

tion, 
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rion, without either the harflinefs of fatire, or the 
lufcioufnefs of flattery. By this limpid vein of lan- 
guage, cunoflty is gratified, and all the knowledge. 
is conveyed which one man is required to impart fdr 
the fafety or convenience of another. Water is the 
only ingredient in punch tvhich can be ufed alone, 
and with which man is content till fancy has framed 
an artificial want. Thus, while we only defire to 
have our ignorance informed, we are moft delighted 
with the plaineft d^on ; and it is only in the mo« 
ments of idlenefs or pride, that we call for the gra* 
tifications of wit or fishery. 

He only will pleafe long, who, by tempering the 
acidity of fatire with the fugar of civility, and allaying 
the heat of wit with the frigidity of humble chat,^ 
can make the true punch of canverfimon y and, as 
that punch can be drunk in the greateit qucoitky 
which has the largeft proportion of water, fo that 
companion will be ofteneft welcome, whofe talk 
flows out with inoffenfive copioufnefs^ and unenvied 
infipidity. 
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Numb. 35. Saturday, December I6, 1758. 
To the lTil.I.R. 

. Mr. iDLERf 

TF it be difficult to perfuade the idle to be bufy, 
"^ it is likewife, as experience has taught me, not 
eafy to ccmvince the bufy that it is better to be idle. 
When you fliall defpair of ftimulating fluggilhnefs 
to motion, I hope you will turn your thoughts to- 
wards the means of^ftilling the buftle of pernicious 
activity. 

I am the unfortunate huiband of a buyer of bar^ 
gams. My wife has fomewhere heard, that a good 
houiewtfe twver has any thing to purchafe when it is 
wanted. This maxim is often in her mouth, and 
always in her head. She is not one of thofe philo- 
fophkal talkers that fpeculate without praftice ; and 
learn fentences of wifdom only to repeat them ; fhe 
is always making additions to her floras ; fhe never 
looks into a broker's fliop, but fhe fpies fomething 
that may be wanted fome time ; and it is impoflible 
to make her pafs the door of a houfe where fhe hears 
goods felling by au^ion. 

Whatever fhe thinks cheap, fhe holds it the duty 
of, an oeconomifl: to buy ; in confequence of this 
maxim, we are encumbered on every fide with ufe- 
lefs lumber. The fervants can fcarcely creep to 
their beds through the chefts and boxes that fur- 
round them. The carpenter is employed once a 

week 
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week in building clofets, fixing cupboards^ wd 
fattening ihelves ; and my houfe has the appearance 
of a fhip ftored for a voyage to the colonies. 

I had often obferved that advertifements fet her 
pn fire ; and therefore, pretending to emulate her 
laudable frugality, I forbade the newfpaper to be 
jtaken any longer; but my precaution is vain; I 
know not by what fatality, or by what confederacy, 
every catalogue of genuine furniture comes to her 
hand } every advertifement of a newfpaper newly 
opened is in her pocket-book; and (he knows be^ 
fore any of her neighbours when the flock of any 
man leaving off trade is to be fold cheap for readf 
iffumey. 

Such intelligence is. to my dear-one the Syren's 
fong. No engagement, no duty, no interefl, can 
withhold her from a fale, from which fhe always re- 
turns congratulating herfelf upon her dexterity at a 
bargain ; the porter lays down his burden in the 
hall; fhe difplays her new acquifitions, and fpends 
the reft of the day in contriving where they fhall be 
put. 

As fhe cann<5t bear jto have any thing uncomplete, 
one purchafe necelTitates another; fhe has twenty 
feather-beds more than fhe can ufe, and a late fale 
has fupplied her with a proportionable number of 
Whitney blankets, a large roll of linen for fheets, 
and five quilts for every bed, which fhe bought be- 
caufe the feller told her, that if fhe would clear his 
hands hp would let her have a bargain. 

Thus by hourly encroachments my habitation is 
made narrower and narrower j the diningrroqm \% fb 

jcrowded 
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crowded xrftb tables, that dmner fcarcelj can be ferved ; 
the parlour is decorated with fo many piles of china, 
that I dare not ftep withiq the door ; at every turn 
of the (bars I have a clock, and ^alf the windows of 
the upper floors are darkened, that fbelves may bd 
§tt before them. 

This, however, might be borne, if flie would 
gratify her own inclinations without oppofing mine. 
But I who am idle am luxurious, and ihe condemns 
me to live upon ialt proviiion. She knows the lofs 
of buying in fmall quantities, we have, therefore, 
.whole J^ogs and quarters of oxen. Part of our meat 
is tainted before it is eaten, and part is thrown 
away becaufe it is fpoiled ; but ihe perfifts in her 
fyftem, and will never buy any thing by fingle 
pcilnywdrths. 

The common vice of thofe who are ftiU grafping 
at more, is to negled that which they already poflefs ; 
but from this failing, my charmer is free. It is the 
great care of her life that the pieces of beef (hould 
be boiled in the order in which they are bought ; 
that the fecond bag of peafe ihould not be opened 
till the firft be eaten; that every feather-bed (hall 
be lain on in its turn; that the carpets (hould be 
taken out of the chefts once a month and brufhed, 
and the rolls of linen opened now and then before 
the fire. She is daily inquiring after the beft traps 
for mice, and keeps the rooms always fcented by 
fumigations to deftroy the moths. She employs 
workmen, from time to time, to adjuft fix clocks 
that never go, and clean five jacks that ruft in the 
garret; and a woman in the next alley lives by 

fcouring 
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fcouring the brafs and pewter, which are only laid 
up to tamifh again. 

She 18 always imagining fome diftant time in 
which, fhe Ihatl ufe whatever fhe accumulates j fhe 
has four looking-glafles which flie cannot hang up 
in her houfe, but which will be handfome in more 
lofty rooms ; and pays rent for the place of a vaft 
copper in fome warehoufe, becauie when we tire in 
the country we (hall brew our own beer. 

Of this life I have long been w^ry, btit know not 
how to change it j all the married men whom I con* 
fult advife me to have patience; but fome oM 
bachelors are of opinion, that iince fhe loves fales fo 
well, (he fliould have a fale of her own j and I have, 
I think, refolved to open her hoards, and advertife an 
audion. 

lam, SIR, 

Your very humble Servant, 

Peter Plenty. 
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NuMB. 36. SAtt/BDAY, Dedember 23, 175a. 

nPHE great diflEwences that difturb the peace i 
of 'mankind are not about ends, but means./ 
We have all the fame general defires, but how thofe l| 
defires fhall be* accomplifhed will fof eVer be^dit '* 
puted. The ultimate purpofe of government is 
temporal, and that of religion is eternal, happinefo. 
Hitherto we agree ; but here we muft part, to try, 
according to the endlefs yane^gs^ of paffion and un- 
derftanding combined with one another, every pof- 
fible form of government, and every imaginable te- 
net of religion. 

We are told by Cumberland that reSlitude^ applied 
to aftion or contemplation, is merely metaphorical ; 
and that as a right line defcribes the fhorteft paffage 
from point to point,' fo a right a6tion effe6ls a good 
defign by the feweft means ; and fo likewife a right 
opinion^ is that which connects diftant truths by the 
fhorteft train of intermediate propofitions. 

To find the neareft way from truth to truth, or 
from purpofe to eflFe£t, not to ufe more inftruments 
where fewer will be fufEcient, not to move by wheels 
and levers what will give way to the naked hand, h 
the great proof of a healthful and vigorous mind, 
neither feeble with helplefs ignorance, nor over* 
burdened with unwieldy knowledge. 

But there are men who feem to think nothing fo 

C * much the charaderiftick of a genius, as to do com^ 

^ /^ mon things in an uncommon manner j like Hudibrasj 

to 
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to teU the clock by algebra ; or like the lady in Dr* 
Toung's latires, to drink tea byjtratagem ; to quit the 

1 beaten track only becaufe it is known, and take a 
new path^ however crooked or rough, becsydle the 
ftraight was found out before. 

Every man fpeaks and writes with intent to be 
underftood) and it can feldom happen but he that 
underflands himfeif might convey his notions to an- 
oth^, if, content to be underftood, be did not feek 
I to l)e admired ; but when once he .begins to contrive 
' how his fentiments may be received, not with mod / 
eafe to his reader, but with moft advantage tQ himV 
felf, he then transfers his confideration from words 
to founds, from fentences to periods, and, as he grows 
more elegant, becomes lefe intelligible. 

It is difficult to enumerate every fpecies of authors 
whofe labours counterad themfelves; the man of 
exuberance and copioufnefs, who diflFufes every 
thought through fo many diverfities of expreffion, 
that it is loft like water in a mift; the ponderous 
didator of fentences, whofe notions are delivered in 
the lump, and are, like uncoined bullion, of more 
weight than ufe; the liberal illuftrator, who (hews 
by examples and comparifons what was clearly feen 
when it was firft propofed ; and the ftately fon of de- 
monftration, who proves with mathematical formality 
what no mkn has yet pretended to doubt. 

There is a mode of ftyle for which I know not 



1 



that the matters of oratory have yet found a name ; a 
ftyle by which the moft evident truths are fo ob- 
fcured, that they can no longer be perceived, and 
the moft familiar propofitions fo difguifed that they 
cannot be known. Every other kind of eloquence 
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u th0 dr^s of fenfe ; but this is the msSk by v/bkh 
a tnie m^fter of his art will £b effectually conceal it, 
* that a man will ^ eafily mtftake his own pofitions, 
if he meets them thus transformed, as he may paTs 
in a mafquerade his neareft acquaintance* 

This ftyle may be called the Urrifickj for its chief J 
intentiato is to terrify and amaze ; it may be termed f 
the repulftvcj for its natural effeft is to drive away 
the reader > or it may be diftinguifhed, in plain 
Englijbf by the denomination of the bugbear Jiyle^ for 
it has more terror than danger, and will appear lefs 
formidable as it is more nearly approached. 

A motho: tells her infant, that two nnd two make 
faur; the child remembers the propofition, and is 
able to count four to all the purpofes of life, till the 
courfe of his education brings him among philofo- 
phers, who fright him from his former knowledge, 
by telling him, that four is a certain aggregate of 
units J that all numbers being only the repetition of 
an -unit, which, though not a number itfelf, is the 
parent, root, or original of all number, four is the 
denomination afligned to a certain number of fuch 
repetitions. The only danger is, left, when he firft 
hears thefe dreadful founds, the pupil ihould run 
away : if he has but the courage to ftay till the con- 
clufion, he will find that, when fpeculation has done 
its worft, two and two ftill make four. 

An illuftrious example of this fpecies of eloquence 
inay be found in Letters concerning Mind. The au- 
thor begins by declaring, that the forts of things are 
things that now are^ have been^ and fhall be^ and the 
things that firiBly are. In this pofition, except the 
laft claufe, in which he ufes fomething of the 

fcholaftick 
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fcholaftick language, there Is nothing but what every 

man has heard and imagines himfelf to know. But 

who would not believe that fome wonderful novelty 

is prefent^ to his intellefl:, when he is afterwards ~ 

told, in the true bugbear ftyle, that the ares, in the 

former fenfe^ are things that lie between the have-beens 

and fhall-bes. The have-beens are things ikat are 

paji ; the flialUbes are things that are to come ; and the 

things that are, in the latter fenfe, are things that 

have not been^ norjhall be^ norjland in the midji offuch 

as are before them^ or fhall be after them. The things 

that have been^ and fhall be^ have refpeSl to prefent^ 

pafi^ and future. Thofe likewife that now are have 

moreover place ; tlmt^ for infiance^ which is here^ that 

which is to the eafi^ that which is to the wefl *. 

\\ All this, my dear reader, is very ftrange ; but, 

though it be ftrange, it is not new; furvey thefe 

svonderful fentences again, and they wall be found to 

:ontain nothing more than very plain truths, which, 

till this Author arofe, had always been delivered in 

plain language. 

♦ Thefe ** Letters on Mind'^ were written by a Mr. Petvin, 
who fome years afterwards publifhed another trad, entitled a 
** Summary of the Soul's Perceptive Faculties," 1768. He was 
at that time compared to the fubtle dodor, who, when he grew 
Mi wept becaufe he could not undcriland his own books. C. 
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Numb. 37* Saturday, December ^0, 175S- 



TTHOSE who are fkilled in the extraQion and 
preparation of metals, declare, that iron k 
^very where to be found ; and that not only its pro- 
per ore is copioufly treafured in the caverns of the 
earth, but that its particles are difperfed throughout 
all other bodies* 

If the extent of the human view could compre* 
hend the whole frame of the univerfe, I believe it 
would be found invariably true, that Providence has 
given that in greateft plenty, which the condition of 
life makes of greateft ufe ; and that nothing is pe- 
nurioufly imparted, or placed far from the reach of 
man, of which a more liberal diftribution, or more 
eafy a^quifition, would inCreafe real and rational fe^ 
licity. 

Iron is common, and gold is rare. Iron contributes 

fo much to fupply the wants of nature, that its ufe 

conftitutes much of the difference between favage and 

poliflied life, between the ftate of him that flumbers 

in European palaces, and him that (helters himfelf in 

the cavities of a rock from the chilnefs of the aight, 

or the violence of the ftorm. Gold can never be 

hardened into faws or axes ; it can neither fumifli 

inftruments of manufa£ture, utenfils of agriculture, 

nor weapons of defence > its only quality is to 

ihine» 
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fliine, and the value of its luftre arifes from its 
fcarcity. 

Throughout the whole circle, both of natural 
and moral life, neceffaries are as iron, and fuperflui- 
ties as gold. What we really n&^d we may readily 
obtain ; So readily, that far the greater part of man- 
kind has, in the wantonnefs of abundance, confound- 
ed natural with artificial defires, and invented ne- 
ccflities for the fake of employment, becaufe the 
mind is impatient of inaction, and life is fuftained 
with fo little labour, that the tedioufnefs of idle time 
cannot otherwife be fupported. 

Thus plenty is the original caufe of many of our 
needs ; and even the poverty, which is fo frequent 
and diftrefsful in civilized nations, proceeds often 
from that change of manners which opulence has 
produced. Nature makes us poor only when we 
want neceffaries ; but cuftom gives the name of po- 
verty to the want of fuperfluities. 
. When Socrates paffed through (hops of toys and 
ornaments, he cried out. How many things are here 
which I do not need! And the fame exclamation may 
every man make who furveys the common accommo« 
dations of life. 

Superfluity aiui difficulty begin together. To 
drefs food for the ftomach is eafy, the art is to 
irritate the palate when the ftomach is fufliced. A 
rude hand may build walls, form roofs, and lay 
floors, and provide all that warmth and fecurity re- 
quire ; we only call the nicer artificers to carve the 
cornice, or to paint the cielings. Such drefs as may 
enable the body to endure the different feafons^^ the 

L'2 moft 
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tnoft unenlightened hations have been able to pro- 
cure; but the work of fcience begitls in the am- 
bition of diftindion, in variations of faftiion, and 
emulation of elegance. Com grows with eafy cul-« 
ture ; the gardener's experiments are only employed 
to exalt the flavours of fruits, and brighten the co* 
lours of flowers. 

Even of knowledge, thofe parts are moil eafy 
which are generally necefTary. The intercourie 
of fociety is maintained without the elegancies of 
language. Figures, criticifms, and refinements, 
are the work of thofe whom idlenefs makes weary 
of themfelves. The commerce of the world is 
carried on by eafy methods of computation. 
Subtilty and fludy are required only when quef- 
tions are invented merely to puzzle, and calcula- 
tions are extended to fhew the Ikill of the caku- 
lator. The light of the fun is equally beneficial 
to him whofe eyes tell him that it mov6s, and 
to him whofe reafon perfuades him that it (lands 
ftill; and plants grow with the fame luxuriance, 
whether we fuppofe earth or water the parent of ve- 
getation. 

If we raife our thoughts to nobler inquiries, we 
Ihall ftill find facility concurring with ufefubiefs* 
No man needs ftay to be virtuous till the moralifts 
have determined the effence of virtue ; our duty is 
made apparent by its proximate ^ confequences, 
though the general and ultimate reafon fliould never 
be difcovered. Religion may regulate the life of 
him to whom -the Stoti/is and Tb<mujis are alike un- 
sown } and the i^flfertors of ^te an4 freewill, how- 
ever 
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ever diflferent in their talk, agree to afl: in the fame 
manner. 

It is not my intention to depreciate the politer 
arts or abftrufer ftudies. That curiofity which al- 
ways fucceeds eafe and plenty, was undoubtedly 
^iv^n us ^s a proof of capacity which our prefent 
ftate is not able to fill, as a preparative for fom^ 
better mode of exiftence, which fhall furnilh em- 
ployment for the whole foul, and where pleafure 
ihall be adequate to our powers of fruition. In the 
mean time, let us gratefully acknowledge that good- 
nefs which grants us eaf(? at a cheap rate, which 
change^ the feafons where the nature of heat and cold 
has not been yet examined, and gives the viciffitudes 
of day and night to thofe who never marked the tro^ 
picks, or pumbered the conft^lUtions. 



i# 
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Numb, 38. Saturday, January ^, X759, 

CINCE the publication of the letter concerning 
the condition of thofe who are confined id 
gaols by their creditors, an inquiry is faid to hav^ 
been made, by which it appears that more than 
twenty thoufand* are at this lime prifpners for 
debt. 

We often look with indifference on the fqccei&ve 
parts of that, which, if the whole were fecn toge- 
ther, would ihake us with emotion. A debtor is 
dragged to prifon, pitied for a moment, and thei^ 
forgotten ; another follows him, aiftl i$ loft alike in 
the caverns of oblivion ; but when the whole mafs 
of calamity rifes up at once, when twenty thoufand 
reafonable beings are heard all groaning in un? 
neceffary mifery, not by the infirmity of nature, 
but the miftake or negligence of policy, who can 
forbear to pity and lament, to wonder and ab^ 
hor? 

There is here no need of declamatory vehemence } 
we live in an age of commerce and computation j 
let us therefore coolly inquire what i« the fupi of 
evil which the imprifonment of debtors brings upon 
our country. 

It feems to be the opinion of the later computifts, 
that the inhabitants of England do not exceed 0x 

* This number wag as that time confidently publifh*ed ; but the 
author has iince found jxafon to queftion the calculation. 

millions. 
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xmlllonSy of which twenty thoufand is the three- 
hundredth part. What fhall we fay of the humanity 
or the wifdom of a nation that voluntarily facri- 
fices one in every three hundred to lingering de* 
ilrudion ! 

The misfortunes of an individual do not extend 
their Influence to many ; yet, if we confider the ef- 
fisds of confanguinity and friendihip, and the ge. 
neral reciprocation of wants and benefits, which 
make one man dear or necelTary to another, it may 
reafonably be fuppofed; that every man languiihing 
in prifon gives trouble of fome kind to two others 
who love or need him. By this multiplication of 
mifery we fee diftrefs ext^ided to the hundredth part 
pf the whole focicty. 

If we isftimate stt a ihilling a day what is loft 
by the ina^on and confumed in the fupport pf each 
man thus chained down to involuntary idlenefs, the 
publick lofs will rife in one year to three hundred 
thoufand pounds ; in ten years to more than a fixth 
part of our circulating coin. 

I am afraid th^t thofe who are beft acquainted 
with the flate qf o\ir prifons will confefs that my 
conjefture is too near the truth, when I fuppofe that 
the corrofion of refentment, the heavinefs of forrow, 
the corruption of confined air, the want of exercife, 
and fomedmes of food, the contagion of difeafes, 
from which there is no retreat, and the feverity of 
tyrants, againfl: whom there can be no refiftance, 
and all the complicated horrors of a prifon, put an 
^d every year to the life of one in four of thofe 
that are fhut up from the common comforts of 
human life. 

L4 Thus 
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Thus periffi yearly five thotlfand men, ova'borne 
with forrow, confumed by fomine, or putrified by 
filth ; many of them in the moft vigorous and ufefut 
p^rt of life ; for the thoughtlefs and imprudent are 
commonly young, and the aftive and bufy are kU 
dom old. 

According to the rule generally received, which 
fuppofes that one in thirty .dies yeai^y, the race of 
man may be faid to be renewed at the efid of thirty 
years. Who would have believed till now, that of 
every Englijh generation, art hundred and fifty thou* 
fend perifli in our gaols ! that in every century, a na* 
tion eminent for fcience, ftudious of commerce, anfi^ 
bitious of empire, (hould willingly lofe, in noifom* 
dungeons, five hundred thoufand df its inhabifelnts \ 
a number greater than has ever been deftroyed in the 
fame time by peftilence and the fword 1 

A very late occurrence may fhew us the value of 
the number which we thus condemn to be ufelefs* In 
the re-eftablifliment of the trained bands, thirty 
thoufand are confidered as a force fufBcient againft 
all exigencies. While, therefore, '^e detain twenty 
thoufand in prifon, we Ihut tip in darknefs aiid ufe- 
leflhefs two-thirds of an army ^hieh durfclves judge 
equal to the defence of our country. • 

The monaftick inftitutiohs haVe bien often blamed, 
as tending to rfetard the iticreafe of mankmd. And 
^rhaps retirement onght rardy to be permitted^ tJt- 
cept to thofe ti^hofe employment is confiftenrwith 
abfti^aftion, and who, thoiigh IbKtary, will not be 
idle: to thofe whom infirmity makes ufetefs to the 
cortimonwelakh^ or to ihofe who have |ald their dtie 
proportioa to fociety, and who, having lived for 

others. 
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others^ may be honourably difmifled to live for them- 
felves. But^ whatever be the evil or the folly of thefe 
retreats^ thofe have no right to cenfure them whofe 
prifom contain greater numbers thto the monafteries 
of other countries* It is, furely, lefs foolifli and lefs 
criminal to permit inaction than compel it ; to com* 
ply with doubtful opinions of happinefs^ than con«> 
demn to certain and apparent mifery j to indulge the 
€3ctravagancies of erroneous piety, than to multiply 
atld enforce temptations to wickednefs. 

The mifery of gaols* Is not half their evil : they 
jare filled with every corruption which poverty and 
tvickednels can gmerate between them ; with all the 
fiiamelefs and profligate enormities that can be pro- 
duced by the impudence of ignominy, the rage of 
want, and the malignity of defpair. In a prifon the 
»we of the publick eye is loft, and the power of the 
law is fpent ; there are few fears, there are no 
blufhes. The lewd inflame the lewd, the audacious 
harden the audacious. Every one fortifies himfelf 
as he can againft his own fenfibility, endeavodrs to 
praftife on others the arts which are pra6tifed on 
himfelf ; and gains the kindnefs of his aflbciates by 
fimilitude of manners. 

Thus fome fink amidfl: their mifery, and others 
furvive only to propagate villany. It may be 
. hoped, that our lawgivers will at length take away 
from us this power of ftarving and depraving one an- 
other^ but, if there be any reafon why this inveterate 
evil fliould net be reiftoved in out* age, which true 
policy has enlightened beyond any former time, let 
thofe, whofe writings form the opmions and the 
prafkices of their contemporaries, endeavour 40^ 

transfer 
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transfer the reproach of fuch imprifonment from the 
debtor to the creditor, till univerfal infamy fhall 
purfue the wretch wbofe wantonnefs of power, or 
revenge of difappointment, condemns another to 
torture and to rain; till he ihall be hunted through 
the world as an enemy to man, and find in riches no 
ibeker from contempt. 

Surely, he whofe dd)tor has periflied in prifon, 
although he may acquit himfelf of deliberate murder, 
muft at leaft have bis mind clouded with difcontent, 
when he confiders how much another has fuffered 
from him ; when he thinks on the wife bewailing 
her hufband, or the children begging the bread which 
their father would have earned. If there are any 
made fo obdurate by avarice or cruelty, 'as to revolve 
thefe confequences without dread or pity, I muft 
leave them to be awakened by fome other power, fo? 
} write oply to human beings. 
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Numb. 39v Saturday, January 13, 1759* 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 
AS none look more diligently about them than 
^^^ thofe who have nothing to do, or who do no- 
thing, I fuppofe it has not efcaped your obfervation, 
that the bracelet, or ornament of great antiquity, 
has been for fome years revived among the Englijb 
ladies. 

The genius of our nation is faid, I know not for 
what reafon, to appear rather in. improvement than 
invention. The bracelet was known in the earlicft 
ages ; but it was formerly only a hoop of gold, or a 
clufter of jewels, and (hewed nothing but the wealth 
or vanity of the wearer, till our ladies, by carryitig 
piaures on their wrifts, made their ornaments works 
.^f fancy and exercifes of judgment. 

This addition of art to luxury is one of the innu- 
merable proofs that might be given of the late in- 
creafe of female erudition ; and I have often congra- 
tulated myfelf that my life has happened at a time 
when thofe, on whom fo much of human felicity de- 
pends, have learned to think as well as fpeak, and 
when refped takes poffeffion of the ear, while love 
is entering at the eye. 

I have obferved, that, even by the fufFrages of their 
own fex, thofe ladies are accounted wifeft, who do 
not yet difdain to be taught ; and therefore I fliall 

offer 
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offer a few hints for the completion of the bracelet, 
without any dread of the fate of Orpheus. 

To the ladies who wear the pidures of their huf- 
bands or children, or any other relations, I caa 
offer nothing more decent or more proper. It is 
reafonable to believe that ihe intends at leaft to per- 
form her duty, who carries a perpetual excitement to 
recolle£Hon and caution, whofe own ornaments mu|i: 
upbraid her with every failure, land who, by an open 
yiohtion of her engagements, muft for ever forfeit 
her bracelet. 

Yet 1 know not whether it is the intereft of th^ 
hufband to folidt very eameftly a place on the bracer 
let. If his image be not in the heart, it is of fmall 
avail to hang it on the hand. A huiband encircled 
with diamonds and rubies may gain fome efteem, but 
will never excite love. He that thinks himfelf moft 
fecure of his wife, ftould be fearful of perfecuting 
her continually with his prefence. The joy of life 
is variety ; the tendereft love requires to be rekindled 
by intervals of abfence } and Fidelity herfelf will be 
wearied with transferring her eye only from the fame 
man to the fame pidurc. 

In many countries the condition of every woman 
is known . by her drefs. Marriage is rewarded with 
fome honourable dUUnaion, which celibacy is for- 
bidden to ufurp. Some fuch information a bracelet 
might afford. The ladies might enrol theinfelves 
in diftinft claffes, and carry in open view the em- 
blems of their order. The bracelet of the authorefs 
may exhibit the Mufes in a grove of laurel ; the 
houfewife may Ihew Penelope with her web ; the vo- 
trefs of a fingle life may carry Urfula with her troop 

of 
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of virgins } the gamefter niay have Fortune with her 
Xvheel ; and thofe women that have n$ cbarader (a aU 
may difplay a field of white enamel, as imploring 
kelp to fill up the vacuity. 

There is a fet of ladi» who have outlived mofl: 
animal pkafures, aiui, having nothing rational to put 
in their jJace, folace with cards the lois of what time 
has taken away, and the want of what wifdom, hav- 
ing never been courted^ has never given. For thefe 
I know not how to provide a pfoper decoration^ 
They cannot be numbered among the gamefters ; for 
tbou^ they are always at play, they play for nothing, 
und never rife to the dignity of hazard or the rcpu* 
tation of Ikill. They neither love nor are loved, 
wid cannot be fuppofed ta contemplate anylnunan 
image with ileligbt. Yet, though they defpair to 
pleafe, they always wiflli ta be fine» and therefore 
cannot be without a bracelet. To this fiftcrhood I 
dan recommend nothing more likely to pleafe them 
than the kmg of clubs, a perfonage very comely and 
majeftick, who will never meet their eyes without re- 
viving the thought of fonte paft or future party, and 
who may be difplayed in the afl: of dealing with 
grace and propriety. 

But the bracelet which might be moft eafily intro- 
duced injto general ufe is a fmall convex mirror, in 
•which the fedy may fee herfdf whenever (he fliall 
lift her hand. This vrill be a |)erpetud fource of 
delight. Other ornaments are cf ufe only in pub- 
lick, but this will furnifli gratifications to folitude. 
/This will (hew a face that muft always pleafe ; fhe 
whb is followed by admirers will carry about her a 
perpetual juftification of the publick voice j and flie 

who 
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vfho t>afles mthout notice may appeal from prejudice 
to her own ejres. 

But I know not why the privilege of th^ bracelet 
fhould be confined to women ; it was in former ages 
worn by heroes in battle ; and as modern fbldiers ar6 
always difKnguifhed by fplendour of drefs, I Ihould 
rejoice to fee the bracelet added to the cockade. 

In hope of this ornamental innovation, I have fpent 
fome thoughts upon military bracelets. There is 
no paflion more heroick than love ; and therefore I 
Ihould be glad to fee the fons of England marching 
in the field, every man "with the pifture of a woman 
of honour bound upon his hand. But fince in the 
army, as every where elfe, there will always be men 
who love nobody but themfelves, or whom no woman 
of honour will permit to love her, there is a neceffity 
of fome other diftin£tions and devices. 

I have read of a prince who, having loft a town^ 
ordered the name of it to be every morning Ihouted 
in his ear till it Ihould be recovered. For the fame 
purpofe I think the profpeft of Minorca might be 
properly worn on the hands of fome of our generals : 
others might delight their countrymen, and dignify 
themfelves, with a view of Rochfort as it appeared to 
them at fea: and thofe that fhall return from the 
conqueft of America^ may exhibit the warehoufe of 
Frontenacy \i\xki an infcription denoting, that it was 
taken in lefs than three years by lefs than twenty 
thoufand men^ 

1 am, SIR, &c. 



Tom Tot. 
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KuMB. 40. Saturday, January 20, l75S^. 

'HPHE praftice of appending to the narratives 
^ of publick tranfaSions more minute and do- 
meftick ihtelligerice, and filling the newfpapers with 
advertifements, has grown up by flow degrees to its 
prefent (late. 

Genius is fhewn only by invention^ The man 
who firfl took advantage of the general curiofity that 
was excited by a fiege or battle, to betray the readers 
of news into the knowledge of the fliop where the 
bell puflfs and powder were to be fold, was undoubt- 
edly a man of great fagacity, and profpund Ikill in 
the nature of man. But when he had once (hewn 
the way, it was eafy to follow him ; and every man 
now knows a ready method of informing the publick 
of all that he defires to buy or fell, whether his wares 
be material or intelleftual ; whether he makes clothes, 
or teaches the mathematicks ; whether he be a tutor 
that wants a pupil, or a pupil that wants a tutor. 

Whatever is common is defpifed. Advertifements 
are now fo numerous that they are very negligently 
perufed, and it is therefore become neceflary to gain 
attention by magnificence of promifes, and by elo- 
quence fometimes fublime and fometimes pathetick. 

Promife, large promife, is the foul of an advertife. 
ment. I remember a wafh^all that had a quality 
truly wonderful — ^it gave an exquiftte edge to the razor. 
And there are now to be fold, for ready money only^ 
fome duvets for bed-coverings^ of down^ beyond com^ 

part/on 
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parifon juperior to what is called otter-down^ and in- 
deed fuch, that its many excellencies cannot be here fet 
forth. With one excellence we are made acquainted — 
it is wanner than four or five blankets^ and lighter than 
pne. 

There are fome, however, that know the prejudice? 
of mankind in favour of modeft fincerity. The ven- 
der of the beautifying fluid fells a lotion that repels 
pimples, waflies away freckles, fmooths the Ikin, 
and plumps the flefli ; and yet, with a generous 
Abhorrence of oftentation, confeffes, that it will not 
reflore the bloom of fifteen to a lady (f fifty • 

Thp true pathos of advertifements muft have funk 
deep into the heart of every man that remembers the 
seal fliewn by the feller of Ae anodyne necklace j for 
the eafe and fafcty of poor toothing infants^ and the 
aflfe^on with which he warned every mother, that 
Jbe would never forgive herfelf if her infant fhould 
perifh without a necklace. 

I cannot but remark to the celebrated author who 
gave, in his notifications of the camel and drome- 
dary, fo many fpecimens of the genuine fublime, that . 
there is now arrived another ful^jeft yet more worthy 
of his pen. A famous Mohawk Indian warrior^ who 
took Dieflcaw the French general prifoner^ dreffed in the 
fame manner with the native Indians when they go to 
war^ with his face and body painted^ with his fcalping*^ 
knife ^ tom-axj and all other implements of war ! a fight 
worthy tlje curiofity of every true Briton ! This is a 
very powerful defcription ; but a critick of great re- 
finement would fay, that it conveys rather horror and 
terror. An Indian, dreffed as he goes K) war, may 
bring company together j but if he carries the fcalp- 

ing 
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ing knife and tom^ax, there are many true Britons 
that will never be perfuaded to fee him but through 
a grate. 

It has been remarked by the feverer judges, that 
the falutary forrow of tragick fcenes is too foon ef- 
faced by the merriment of the epilogue ; the fame 
inconvenience arifes from the improper difpofition 
of advertifements. The nobleft obje£ts may be fo 
affociated as to be made ridiculous. The camel and 
dromedary themfelves might have loft much of their 
dignity between the true flower of mufiard and the 
original Daff/s elixir ; and I could not but feel fome 
indignation when I found this illuftrious Indian war- 
rior immediately fucceeded by a frejh parcel of Dub' 
lin buiter. 

The trade of advertifing is now fo near to perfec- 
tion, that it is not eafy ro propofe any improvement. 
But as every art ought to be exercifed in due fubor- 
dination to the publick good, I cannot but propofe 
it as a moral queftioa to thefe mafters of the publick 
car. Whether they do not fometimes play too wan- 
tonly with our paffions, as when the regiftrar of lot- 
tery tickets invites us to his fhop by an account of 
the prize which he fold laft year ; and whether the 
advertifing controyertifts do npt indujge afperity of 
language without any adequate provocation j as in the 
difpute ^hoxxi flraps for razors^ nop happily fubfided, 
and in the altercation which at prefent iubfifts coacem- 
ing eau de luce ? 

In an advertifement it is allowed to every man to 
fpeak well of himfelf, but I know not why he Ibould 
s^ume the privily of cenfiuring his neighbour. He 

Vol- VII. M may 
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may proclaim his own virtue or ikill^ but ought not to 
exclude others from the iame pretenfions. 

Every man that advertifes his own excellence fliould 
write with fome confcioulhefs of a character which 
dares to call the attention of the publick. He fiiould re* 
member that hb name is to ftand in the fame paper with 
thofe of the king of Pruffia and the emperor of Ger* 
many J and endeavour to make himfelf worthy of fuch 
aflbdation. 

Some regard is likewife to be paid to poiterity. 
There are men of diligence and curiofity who treafure 
up the papers of the day merely becaufe others n^led 
them, and in time they will be fcarce. When thefe 
coUeftions (hall be read in another century, how will 
numberlefs contradiftions be reconciled ; and how fliall 
fame be poflibly diftributed among the tailors and 
boddice-makers of the prefent age ? 

Surely thefe things deferve confideration. It is enough 
for me to have hinted my defire that thefe abufes may 
be redified ; but fuch is the ftate of nature, that what 
all have the right of doing, many will attempt with- 
out fufficient care or due qualifications* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J 



N^i. THE IDLEJt 163 



Nc^B. 41. Saturday, January 27, 1759- 

'pHE following Utter felates to an ^ftion per- 
haps not neceffary to be imparted to the pub- 
lick ; but I could not perfuade myfelf to fupp^eife it, 
becaufe I think I know the fentiments to be fmcere, 
and I feel no difpofition to provide for this day any 
other entertainment. 

jtit tu quifqms trUf mtfen qm crudapottm 

Crediderh JUtu funera digna tuOf 
Httc pojlrema t'iln Jit Jlendk caufa^ Jluatnue 

Lcnis inoffenfo vifaque morfque gradu.. 

Mr. Idler, 
T^oTwiTHSTANDiNG the wamings of philofopherg, 
^ and the daily examples of loffes and misfor- 
tunes which life forces upon our obfervation, fuch h 
the abforption of our thoughts in the bufmefs criF the 
prefent day, fuch the refignation of our reafon to 
empty hopes of future felicity, or fuch our unwilling- 
neis to forefee what we dread, that every calamity 
comes fuddenly upon us, and not only prdSes u^ as a 
burden, but crulhes as a blow. 

There are evils which happen out of the conunc^ 
courfe of nature, againft which it is no rej>roach not 
tp be provided. A flafh of lightning intercepts d^ 
^veUer ifk his way; the concuffion of an catt|i« 
jqMdk;e heaps the ruins of citi^ upon their inhab^« 
ants. But other miferies time brings, tbo^gh ^Jentiy 

Ma yet 
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yet vifibly, forward by its even lapfe, which yet ap- 
proach us unfeen becaufe we turn our eyes away, and 
feize us unrefifted becaufe we could not arm ourfdTes 
againft them but by fetting them before us* 

That it IS vain to fhriiik from what c2inttot be 
avoided,, and to hide that from ourfelves which muft 
fome time be found, Is a truth which we all know, 
but which all negleft, and p^l-haps none more than 
the fpeculatiVe feafoner, whofe thoughts sire always 
from home, whofe eye wanders over life, whofe fancy 
dances after" meteors of happinefs kindled by itfelf, 
and who examines every thing rather than his own 
fbte. 

Nothing is more evident than that the decays of age 
muft terminate in death ; yet there is no man, fays 
TtUhy who does not believe that he may yet live an- 
other year ; and there is none who does not, upon th^ 
lame principle, hope another year for his parent or his 
friend : but the fallacy will ht in time deteded ; the 
laft year, the laft day, muft come. It has come, and 
is paft. The life which made my own life pleafant is 
at an end, and the gates of death are fliut upon my 
profpefts. 

The lofs of a friend upon whom the heart was 
fixed, to whom every wilh and endeavour tended, is 
u ftate of dreary defolation, in which the mmd looks 
abroad impatient of itfelf, and finj}3 nothing but empti- 
nefs and horroun The blamelefs life, the artlefs 
tendemefs, the pious fimplidty, the modeft refigna^ 
lion, the patient ficknefs, and the quiet death, are re- 
membered only to add value to the lofs, to aggravate 
• regret for what cannot be amended, to deepen forrow 
for what cannot be recalled. 

Thefc 
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Thefe are the cahmiti^ by which Providence gra- 
dually difengages us from the love of life. Other evils 
fortitude may r^el, or lu^ may mitigate ; but irre* 
parable privation leaves nothii^ to exercife refolution 
or flatter expefhition. The dead camiot return, and 
nothing is left us here but languifhment and grief. 

Yet fuch is the courfe of nature, that whoever lives 
long mud outlive thofe whom he loves and honours. 
Such is the condition of our prefent exiftence, that 
life muft one time lofe its aflbdations, and every in- 
habitant of the earth mud walk downward to the 
grave alone and unregarded, without any partner of 
his joy or grief, without any interefted wiinefs of his 
misfortunes or fuccefs. 

Misfortune, indeed, he may yet feel ; for where is 
the bottom of the mifery of man ? But what is fuc- 
cefs to him that has none to enjoy it ? Happinefs is 
not found in felf-contemplation ; it is perceived only 
when it is refleded from another. 

We know little of the ftate of departed fouls, be- 
cfiiife fuch knowledge is not neceffary to a good life. 
Reafon deferts us at the brmk of the grave, and can 
give no farther intelligence. Revelation is not whoily 
lilent. There is joy in tJje angels of Heaven over one 
Jinner that repenteth ; and furely this joy is not in- 
qommunicable to fouls difentangled from the body, 
ai^ made like ang^s* 

Let hope therefore diftate, what revelation does not 
confute, that the union of fouls may ftill remain ; and 
that we who are ftruggling with fin, forrow, and in- 
firmities, may have our part in the attention and kind« 
nefs of thofe who have finifhed their coyrfe, and are 
now receiving their reward. 

M 3 Thefe 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



L/ 



^ 



v> 



t66 the IDLER^ N' 41- 

Thefe are the great occafions which force the mind 
to take refuge in religion : when Wfe have no help in 
ourfelves, what can remain but that we look up to a 
higher and a greater Power ? and to what hope may 
we not raife our eyes and hearts, when we confider that 
thegreateftTowER is the best ? 

Surely there is no nlah who, thus afilided, do€9» not 
feek fuccour in the gofpelj which has brought life and 
immortality to light. The precepts of Epicurus^ who 
teaches us to endure what the laws of the univerfe 
make neceffary, may filence, but not content us. The 
diftates of Zenoj who commands us to look with in- 
difference on external things, may difpofe us to con- 
ceal our forrow, but cannot affuage it. Real alle- 
viation of the lofs of friends, and rational tranquillity 
in the profpeft of our own diffolution, can be re. 
ceived only from the promifes of Him in whofe hands 
are life and death, and from the aflurance of another 
and better flate, in which all tears will be wiped from 
the eyes, and the whole foul (hall be filled with joy. 
Philofophy may infufe ftubbornnefs, but Religion only 
can give patience. 

I am, &c, ♦ 

* This paper l^s written by Dr« Johofon on the death of his 
mother. He vrrote his << RaiTelas/' with the affedionate purpofe 
of defraying the expences of her funerali and paying a few fmall 
debts (he left. C 
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Numb. 42. Satuhday, February 3, 1759. 

'J^HE fubjeft of the following Letter is not wholly 
unmentioned by the Rambler. The Spec- 
tator has alfo a letter containing a cafe not much 
different. I hope my correfpondent's performance is 
more an effort of genius, than effufion of the paflions ; 
and that flie hath rather attempted to paint fome pof- 
fible diftrefsy than really feels the evils which flie has 
ildcribed. 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

THERE is a caufe of mifery, which, though 
certainly known both to you and your prede- 
ceflbrs, has been little taken notice of in your pa- 
pers ; I mean the fnares that the bad behaviour of 
parents extends over the paths of life which their 
(:hildren are to tread after them ; and as 1 make no 
doubt but the Idler holda the fhield for virtue as well 
as the glafs for folly, that he will employ his leifurc 
hours as much to his own fatisfaftion in warning his 
readers againft a danger, as in laughing them out of 
a fafliion : for this reafon I am tempted to alk ad- 
mittance for my ftory in your paper, though it has 
nothing to recommend it but truth, and the honeft 
wilh of warning others to fhun the track which I am 
afraid may lead me at laft to ruin. 

M 4 lam 
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I am the child of a father, who, having always 
lived in one fpot in the country where he was bom, 
and having had no genteel education himfelf, thoagjbt 
no qualifications in the world defirable but as they 
led up to fortune, and no learning necefl&ry to hap- 
pinefs but fuch as might moft effeftually teach mc to 
make the beft market of myfelf : I was unfortunately 
born a beauty, to a full fenfe of which my father took 
care to flatter me ; and having, when very young, 
put me to a fchool in the country", afterwards tranf- 
planted me to another in town, at the inftigation of 
his friends, where his ill-judged fondnefs let me re- 
main no longer than to learn juft enough experience 
to convince me of the fordidnefs of his views, to 
give me an idea of perfeftions which my prefent fitua- 
tion will never fufFer me to reach, and to teach mc 
fufficient morals to dare to defpife what is bad, though 
it be in a father. 

Thus equipped (as , he thought completely) for 
life, I was carried back into the country, and lived 
with him and my mother in a fmall village, within 
a few miles of the county-town; where I mixed, 
at firft with reluftance, among company which, 
though I never defpifed, I could not approve, as 
they were brought up witfi other inclinations, and 
narrower views than my own. My father took 
great pains to (hew me every where, both at his own 
hotife, and at fuch publick diverfions as the 
country afforded: he frequently told the people 
all he had was for his daughter; took care to 
repeat the civilities I had received from all his 
friends m London; told how much I was admired, 

and 
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and all his little ambition could fuggeft to fet me in a 
llronger light* 

Thus have I continued tricked out for fale, as I 
may call it, and doomed, by parental authority, to 
a ftate little better than that of proftitution. I look 
on myfelf as growing cheaper every hour, and am 
lofing all that honeft pride, that modeft confidence, 
in which the virgin dignity confifts. Nor does my 
misfortune flop here: though many would be too 
generous to impute the follies of a father to a cWld 
whofe heart has fet her above them ; yet I am afraid 
the moft charitable of them will hardly think it 
poffible for me to be a daily fpeftatrefs of his vices 
without tacitly allowing them, and at laft confent- 
ing to them, as the eye of the frighted infant is, by 
degrees, reconciled to the darknefs of which at firft 
it was afraid. It is a common opinion, he himfelf 
mud very well know, that vices, like difeafes, are 
often hereditary ; and that the property of the one it 
to infe£t the manners, as the other poifons the fpiiiigt 
of life. 

Yet this, though bad, is not the worft; my fa- 
ther deceives himfelf the hopes of the very child he 
has brought into the world ; he fuffers his houfe to 
be the feat of drunkennefs, riot, and irreligion; 
who feduces, almoft in my figlit, the menial fervant, 
converfes with the proftitute, and corrupts the 
wife ! Thus I, who from my earlieft dawn of reafon 
was taught to think that at my approach every eye 
fparkled with pleafure, or was dejeded as confciqus 
of fuperiour charms, am excluded from fociety, 
through fear left I fliould partake, if not of my 
father's crimes, at leaft of his reproach. . Is a 

parent. 
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parent, who is fo little folicitous for the welfi&rie of 
a child, better than a pirate, who turns a wretdt 
adrift in a boat at fea, without a ftar to fteer by, 
or an anchor to hold it faft ? Am I not to lay all' 
Wy miferies at thofe doors which ought to have 
opened only for my proteftion? And, if doomed to 
add at lad one more to the number of tliofe wretches 
whom neither the world nor its law befriends, may 
I not juftly fay that I have been awed by a parent 
into ruin ? But, though a parent's power is fcreened 
from infult ^ and violation by the very words of 
Heaven, yet furely no laws, divine or human, forbid 
me to remove myfelf from the malignant fliade of 
a plant that poifons all around it, blafls the bloom 
of youth, checks its improvements, and makes all 
its flowrets fade ; but to whom can the wretched,^ 
can the dependant fly? For me to fly a father's 
houfe, is to be a beggar: I have only one com- 
fort amidft my anxieties^ a pious relation,* who 
bids' me appeal to Heaven for a witnefs to my juft 
intentions, fly as a deferted wretch to its protedion ; 
and, being afked who my father is, point, like 
the antient philofopher, with my finger to the 
heavens. 

The hope in which I write this, is, that you will 
pve it a place in your paper; and, as your eflays 
fometimes find their way into the country, that my 
father may read my flory there ; and, if not for hi^ 
own fake yet for mine, fpare to perpetuate that 
worft of calamities to me, the lofs of charafter, 
from which all his diflimulation has not been able 
to refcue himfelf. Tell the world, Sir, that it is 
poflible for virtue to keep its throne unfhaken with- ' 

out 
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out any othev guard than itfelf ; that it is pofHble 
to maintain that purity of thought fo neceffary to 
the completion of human excellence even in the 
midft of temptations ; when they have no friend 
iHtbin, nor are alTifted by the voluntary indulgence 
of vicious thoughts. 

If the infertion of a ftory like this does not break 
in on the plan of your paper, you have it in your 
power to be a better friend than her father to 

Perdita *. 



Numb. 43. Saturday, February 10, 1759. 

'IPHE natural advantages which arife from the 
^ pofition of the earth which we inhabit with 
refpefl: to the other planets, aflfqrd much employ, 
ment to mathematical fpeculation, by which it has 
been difcovered, that no other conformation of the 
fyftem could have given fuch commodious diftribu. 
tions of light and heat, or imparted fertility and 
pleafure to fo great a part of a revolving fphere. 

It may be perhaps obferved by the moralift, with 
equal reafon, that our globe feems particularly 
fitted for the refidence of a being, placed here only 
for a fhort time, whofe talk is to advance himfelf 
to a higher and happier flate of exiftence, by 
unremitted vigilance of caution, and aftivity of 
virtue. 

The 

* An unknown correfpondcnt. 
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The duties required of man are fuch as human 
nature does not willingly perform, and fuch as 
tfaofe are inclined to delay who yet intend fome time 
to fulfil them. It was therefore necelTary that this 
uiuverfal reludance fliould be 'counteraded, and 
the drowiinefs of heiitation wakened into refolve; 
that the danger of procraftination ihould be always 
in view, and the fallaci^ of fecurity he hourly 
detefted. 

To this end all the appearances of nature uni. 
fermly confpire. Whatever we fee on every fide 
reminds us of the lapfe of time and the flux, of life* 
The day and night fucceed each odier, the rotation 
of feafons diverfifies the year, the fun rifes, attains 
the meridian, declines, and fets ; and the inoon every 
n^ht changes its form. 

The day has been confidered as an image of the 
year, and the year as the reprefentation of li£;. 
The morning anfwers to the fpring, and the fpring 
to childhood and youth ; the noon correfponds to 
the fummer, and the fununer to the ftrength of* man- 
hood. The evening is an emblem of autumn, and 
autumn of declining life. The night with its filonce 
and darknefs fhews the winter, in which all the 
powers of v^etation are benumbed ; and the winter 
points out the time wh^i life fball ceafe, with its 
hopes and pleafures. 

He that is carried forward, however fwiftly, by 
a motion equable and eafy, perceives not the change 
of place but by the variation of obje&. If the 
wheel of life, which roils thus filently along, 
paiTed on through undiftinguifliable uniformity, we 
Ihould never mark its approaches to the end of 

the 
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the courfe. If one hour were like anoth^ ; if the 
paflage of the fan did not iliew that the day is waft- 
ing J if the change of feafcms did not imprefs upon 
us the flight of the year; quantities of duration 
equal to days and years would glide unobferved* 
If the parts of tune were not varioufly coloured, 
we ihould never difcem their departure or fuccet 
fion, but fhould live thoughtlefs of the paft, and 
carelefs of the future, without will, and perhaps 
without power, to compute the periods of life, or to 
compare the time which is already loft with that 
which may probably remain. 

But the courfe of time is (b ^bly marked, that 
it is obferved even by the birds of paflage, and by 
nations who have raifed their niinds very little above 
animal inftinft: there are human beings whofe 
language does not fupply them with words by 
which they can number five; but I have read of 
none that have not names for day and night, for 
fummer and winter. 

Yet it is certain, that thefe, admonitions of nature, 
however forcible, however importunate, are too 
often vain; and that many who ma* with fuch 
accuracy the courfe of time, appear to have little 
fenfibility of the decline of life. Every man has 
fomething to do which he neglefts ; every man has 
faults to conquer which he delays to combat. 

So little do we accuftom ourfelves to confider 
the cfie£te of time, that things neceflary and certaiij 
often furprife us like uncxpefted contingencies. 
We leave the beauty in her bloom, and, after an 
abfence of twenty years, wonder, at our return, to 
find her faded. We meet thofe whom we left 

children. 
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children, and can ficarcely perfuade ourfelv^s ta 
treat them as men. The traveller vifits in age 
thofe countries through which he rambled in hi$ 
youth, and hopes for merriment at the old place. 
The man of bufinefs, wearied with unfatisfa(3:ory^ 
jurofperity, retires to the town of his nativity, and 
cxpefts to play away the laft years with the com- 
panions of his xhildhood, and recover youth in the 
fields where he once was young. 

From this inattention, fo general ^md fo mifchiev- 
ous, let it be every man's ftudy to exempt hin^lf. 
Let him that defires to fee others happy make bade 
to give while his gift can be enjoyed, and remember 
that every moment of delay takes away ibmething 
from the value of his bene&^on. And let him, 
who purpofes his own happinefs, reflect, that while 
he forms his purpofe the day rolls on, and tAf night 
fgmeth when no man can work. 
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Numb. 44. Saturp4.y, February 17, l759^ 

TL/f EMORY is, anwng the faculties of the 
human mind, that of which we make the 
moft frequeht ufe, or rathei^ that of which the 
agency is inceflant or perpetual.- Memory is thd 
pAxxmy and fundamental power^ without which 
there could be no other intellectual operation^ 
Judgment and ratiodiiation fuppofe fon^ething aU 
ready known, and draw their dedfions only Irotti 
experience. Imagination fele£ts ideas from the trea« 
fures of remembrance, and produces novelty onl^ 
by varied combinations. We do not even forigi 
conjeftUres of diftaitf, or anticipations of future 
even^ts, but by concluding what is poifible from what 
is pad. 

The two offices of memory j^re coUedion and 
didribution ; by one images are accumulated, and 
by the other produced for ufe. / CoUeftion is always 
the employment of our firft years ; and diflribution 
commonly that of our advanced age. 

To colleft and repofit the various forms of things, 
is far the moft pleafing part of mental occupation* 
We are naturally delighted with novelty, and there 
is a time when all that we fee is new. When firft 
we enter into the world, whitherfoever we turn our 
eyes, they meet knowledge with pleafure at her fide ; 
every diverfity of nature pours ideas in upon the 
foul } neither fearch nor labour are neceffary ; we 
have nothing more to dp than to open our eyes, and 
curiofity is gratified. ■* 

I Mu«h 
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Much of the plo&ire which the firit fiirvey of 
the world affbrds^ is . exbaufted before we are con* 
kkm$ of our own felicity, or able to comp^ oiir 
condition with fbme other poffible ftate. We have 
th^reftire h^ traccS of the joy of our earlieft difco^ 
Veries ; yet we all remember a time when nature had 
fo many untafted gratifications, that every excurfioQ 
gave delight which can now be found no longer; 
when the noife of a torrent, the ruftle of a wood, 
the fong of birds, or the play of lambs, had power 
to fill the attention, and fufpend all perception of the , 
courfe of time. 

But thefe cafy pkafures are foon at an end j we 
ImVe feen in a very little time fo much, that we call 
tmt foi- new objects of obfervation, and endeavour 
to findVarifetym books and life. But ftudy is la- 
borious, and tK)t always fatisfaftory ; and conyer- 
fatlon has its pains as well as pleafufesj we are 
willing to learn,. felt not willing to be taught; we 
are pained by ignorance, but pained yet more by an- 
other's knowledge* ^ 

From the vexation of pupilage men cpmnwrnl/ 
fet themfelves free about the middle of life, by 
(hutting up the avenues of intelligence, and refolv^ 
ing to reft in their prefent ftate; and they, vhpk^t 
ardour of inquiry continues, longer, find themfelv^ : 
infenfibly forfaken by their inftruai^. As ^y&^ 
man advances in life, the proportion between thofe ' 
that are younger and that are older than hin^felf.is '-■ 
continually dianging ; and hs that has lived half a : 
century finds few that do not requu-e from him that 
ipformancm which he once ^peOed bom tbofe that 
went before him. . . 

. Xhca 
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Then it is that the magazines of memory are 
opesied, and the ftores of accumulated knowledge 
are difplayed by vanity or benevolence, or in hon<A 
commerce of mutual intereft. Every man wants 
others, and is therefore glad when he is wanted by 
tliem. And as few men will endure the bbour of in- 
^teilfe meditation without neceffity, he that has learfted 
enough for his profit or his honour^ feldom endea- 
vours after fiirthdr acquifitions. 

The pleafure of recolleding fpeculative notions 
would not be much lefs than that of gaining then^, 
if they could be kept pure and unmingled with the 
paflages of life ; but fuch is the necelTary concatena- 
tion of our thoughts, that good tind evil are linked 
together, and no pleafure recurs but aflbciated with 
|»in. Every revived idea reminds us of a time 
when fometfaing was enjoyed that is now loft, when 
fome hope was not yet blafted, when fome purpofe 
bad yet not knguiihed into iluggiflmefs or ind^er- 
cnce. 

Whether it be that life has more vexadons than 
comforts, or, what is in - the event juft the fame, 
that evil makes deeper impreffion than good, it is 
certain that few can review the time paft without 
heavinefs of heart. He remembers many calamities 
incurred by folly, many * opportunities loft by ne- 
gligence. The ihades of the dead rife up before 
him ; znd he laments the companions of his youth, 
the partners of his amufements, the affiftants of his 
hbmirs, whom the hand of death has Ihatched 
away. 

Wbda an offer was made to Tbemjlocks of teach- 
ing htm the art of memory, he anfwered, that he 

Vol. Vli. N would 
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would rather wifli for the art of forgetfiilnefs* I£b 
felt his imagination haumed by phantoms of mifby 
\^hicb he was unable to fupprefs^ and would glad^ 
have calmed his thoughts with fome oblivious antiihte. 
In this we all refemUe one anodier ^ the hero and the 
iage are, like vulgar mortals, overburdened by tfafe 
weight of life; all flirink from recdle^on, and aH 
wifli for an art of forgetfulnefs. 



Numb, 45. Satueday, February 24, 1759* 

^^HERE is in many minds a kind of vanity 
exerted to the difadvantage of themfelves; a 
defife to be praifed for fuperior acutenefs difcovared 
only in the •degradation of their fpecies, or cenfure 
of dieir country. 

Defamation is fufficiently copious. The general 
*Iamp(M>ner of maiikind may find long exercife for 
his zeal or wit, in the defeats of nature, the vexations? 
of life, the follies of opinion, and the corruptions 
•^'of' practice. But iidion is eaiier than difcernment; 
ahd moll of thefe writers (pare themfelves the labour 
of inquiry, and exhauft their virulence upon ima- 
Jginary crimes, which, as they never exifted, can ne- 
ver be amended. . 

That the ^painters find no encouragement amoqg 
the En^Jh for many other works than portraits, has 
been imputed to national felfifhnefs* 'Tis vain, 
fays the fathift, to fet before' any EngUjhman the 
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fcenes 6f lamdfcape, or the heroes of hifiory; nature 
and andqiiity ^e nothiqgJa his eye ; h^ has no value 
but for himfelf, nor de%es any copy but of his own 
fonn. : f , 

Whoever is delight^ vmh his own piSiore muft 
derive his pjeafure^ fr^m *the pl^ure of another. 
lErery man is always ppefent to himfdf) and has^ 
dierelFore, tittle need of his own pefetnblance, noc; 
can deiire it^ but for the fake of thofe whom he; 
loves,, and by whom he hopes to be remembered. 
This ufe of the art is a natural and reaftm^ble con-r 
fequence of ^flfefiUon ; and though, like other hu* 
man adions, it is often cpippUcated witb, pride, yet 
even fuch pride is more laudable th^ ^ jdiat by 
which palaces are covered jvith pi£lores, tha;, hpw«. 
ever, excellent, neilher io^ply the <;>wner'5,vif;fvie/:(K>i} 
excite it, ^ ; % 

Genius Ss chiefly exeited ii) hiftorical pi^res ; 
and the art. of the painter of portraits,is pftoi \oik 4n 
the obfcurity of his fubjed. But it is. in paintiog a^ 
in life; what is greateft is not always beft« -I fiiQuld 
grieve to fee Reynolds transfer to heroes and togod* 
defies, to empty fplendour and to airy fiSJon, that^art 
trtiich is now Employed in diffufing 6'iend(hip,^in re- 
viving tendemeTs^ in quickemng the afiedions of; tbp 
abfent, and continuing the prefence of the dead. 

Yet in a nation great and opulent there is loomi 
aiid ought to be patronage, for an art like that of 
painting through all its diverfities ; and it is to be 
wifiied, that the reward now offered for an hiftorical 
|»^re may excite an honeft ^mulation^ and give be* 
^hning to an Englijh fcbooL 
•; Na It 
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It is not very eafy t6 6nd kh aAion or event tliat 
CSin be eftcacioully rc^prefe^ted by a painter. 

He muft have an a£Uqn ndt fuccefliVe but inftatu 
taneous ; for the time of a pidure 13 a fingle ttidf 
Ineat. For this tciSbni (he 4eath ^f Herdults can- 
Hot ^xrell be painted, though at the firft vkw k 
flatters the imagpnatton with very glittering idea^ t 
d^e gloomy md^nt*hi, overhanging the fe»^ sind 
covered trith trees^ ibrnts bebding to th^ wtnd^ ^ 
fome torn froBi thdr roots by the ttiging hetofj th* 
violence with which he rends fmn his fhouldars the 
ittvenomed garment} the J>ropriety with which his 
mufcuhr nakednefs may be difplayed } the d^kth ^ 
Lycos whirled from the |>!*pmont(M^ j the gigtiMlc 
prefence of Pbii$a^es; the hlsn^ of the £ital pile^ 
which the deides faeh^ wMi grief mA terror from 
thefky. 

AH thefe images fill the mkd, but w91 not com- 
pofe a pi^ns, bec^ufjt they cannot be imited in ^ 
iingle moment* Heretiles n^uil have rent his flelh at 
one time, and tolTed Lyeas into the air at miotter*^ 
he fnuft firft tear up the trees» and then lie down 
upon the pile* 

The aftion mud be cii'^umftan^l and diftip^. 
There is^ pa&ge in the Iliad which cannot be read 
mthottC flrong emotiom. A l^jan prince, £a^d 
by A^hilUs in the battle, fidJi at his feet, and \n 
moving terms fupi^icates for life. How can\\e 
wrHch like ihee^ fays the haughty Greeks intreat^Jo 
iiWj when thou kntrw^ that the tiiJie mufi come nvbtn 
^^chilles is to die? This cannot be paimged, beeaiUe 
no peculiarity of attitude or di^ofition con fo Jim. 

.'. ' ; ply 
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ply the place of language as to imprefs the fenti<» 
ment. 

The event painted muft be fuch as excites paf- 
fumj and different paffions in the feveral aftors, or a 
tumult of contending paflioiis in the chief. 

Perhaps the difcovery of i/lj[ffis by his nurfe is of 
this kind. The furprife of the nurfe mingled with 
joy J that of Ulyjh checked by prudence, Md 
clouded by folicitude ; and the ^^^^^fs of the 
uGbon by which the fear is found; all concur to 
complete the fubjeft. But the fnfture, having only 
two figures, will want variety. 

A much nobler afletablage .may be fumiflied by 
^he death of Epaniinondas. The mixture of glad- 
n^ and grief in the iace g£ the meflei^er who 
briags his dying general an accotmt of the yiftory • 
the various paific^is of the attendants ; the fublhni^ 
of compofure in the hero, while the dart is by his own 
command drawn from his fide, and the faint gleam of 
(atisfadion that diffufes itfelf over the languor of 
death ; are worthy of that pencil which yet I do not 
wifh to fee employed upon them. 

If the defign were not too multifarious and cx- 
tetifive, I fhould wilh that our painters would fit- 
tempt the diflfolution of the parliament by Croni' 
welL The point of time may be chofen when Crom^^ 
welt looked round the Pandaemonium with coiJ- 
tempt, ordered the bauble to be taken away ) ancl 
Uarrifin laid hands on the Speaker to drag him frcnli 
the chair. 

The various appearances, which rage, and terror, 
arid aftonilhment, and guilt, might exhibit in rfjc 
feces of that hateful ?tffembly, of whom the prm- 

N 3 cipal 
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dpal perfons may be fdthfully drawn from portraits^ 
or prints ; the irrefolute repugnance of fome, tbe 
hypocritical lubmiffions of others, the ferocious in- 
dolence of Cromwell J the rugged brutality of Harriforij 
^nd the general trepidation of fear and wickednefs,' 
Would, if fome proper difpofition could be contrived, 
make a pifture of unexampled variety, and irrefiftible 
inftruftion. ' ' 



I 



Numb. 46, Satitkdat, March 3, 1759. 

Mr* Idler, 

AM encouraged, by the notice you have taken 



of Betty Broom ^ to reprefent the miferies whkh 
I fuffer fromalpecies of tyranny which, I believe, 
is not very uncommon, though perhaps it may have 
efcaped the obfervation of thofe who converfe little 
with fine ladies, or fee them only in their publi<:k 
charaflers. 

To this method of venting my vexation I am the 
more inclined, becaufe if I do not complain to you, 
I mufl: burfl: in lilence ; for my miftrefs has teafed 
me and teafed me till T can hold no longer, and yet 
I muft not tell her of her tricks. The girls that live 
in common fefvices can quarrel, and give warning, 
and find other places ; but we that live with great 
ladies, if we once offend them, have nothing left but 
to return into the country. 

I am waiting-maid to a lady who keeps the beft 
company, and is feen at every place of fafhion^ble 

refort. 
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r^orU. I am. envied by. all t^e maids in the fquare^ 
for. few counteffes leave off fo many clothes as my 
miftrefs, and xK)body ihares with me: fo that I 
fupply two £unilies in the country with finery for 
the aflizes and horfc-races, befides what I wear my- 
ftlf. The fteward and houfeke^r have joined 
againft me to procure my removal, that they may 
advance a relation of their own j but their defigns 
are found out by my lady, who fays I need not fear 
them, for fhe will never have dowdies about her. 

You would think, Mr. Idler ^ Eke others, that I 
am very happy, and may well be contented with my 
lot. But I will tell you. My lady has an odd hu- 
mour. She never orders any thing in dired words, 
for fhe loves a fharp girl that can take a hint. . 

I would not have you fufped that fhe has aQy 
thing, to hint which fhe is afhamed to fpeak at 
b^th; for none can have greater purity pf fenti- 
m&xt^ or re^ude of intention. She has nothing to 
jhtde, yet nothing will fhe tell. She always gives her 
;iiire£Uons oblique and allufively, by the mention 
of fomething relative or confequential, without any 
, Other purpofe than to exercife my acutenefs and her 
iOwn« 

X It, is impoffible to give a notion of this flyle 
.otherwife than by examples. One night, when fhe 
.hjad fat writing letters till it was time to be dreffed, 
^ J^olfyf. faid fhe, the Ladies are all to be at Court to^ 
^ti^bt in white aprons. When fhe means that I 
t Ihould fend to order the chair, .fhe fays, / tlnnk the 
Jireets are clean^ I may venture to walk* When fhe 
(.would have fomething put into its place, fhe bids 
xs^laf it on the floor. If fhe would have me fnuff 
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tkc candles, flie afli5 whftber Ithmkhereya arrtih^ 
M cat* if If ft« thinks Nr chocolate delayed, ike 
talks of the benefit of abflinence. M any needle-work 
is forgotten, flie fuppofe that I have heard of tiff 
lady who died by pricking her finder ^ 

She always imagines that I oaa recal every thing 
jiaft from a fingle word. If flm Wants her head 
from the milliner, (he only %s, Mdly^ you kimo 
Mrs. Tape. If ibe would have the m9mtua««Daker 
fent for, fhc remarks that Mr. Tafeiy^ the nurcer^ 
%vas here lafi week. She ordered, a fortnight ago, 
l;hat the firft tim^ (he was abroad all day i (bould 
chufe iier a new fet of coffee-cups at the chitt^ 
Ihop : of this (he reminded me ye(krday^ as (hetwas 
l^ing down ftairs, by faying, Tou c4nU find y(mt "way 
ipw to Pall'maU. ,; 

. All this would neyer vex me, if, by incre&fing nif 
trouble^ (he fpared her awn ; but, dear Mn /ifer, is 
it not as eafy to (^y c^ee-^s^ as F^l^maUf and tp 
tell me in plain words, what I am to do^ and when . it 
is to be done, as to torment her owq head with the 
UbouF of (inding hints^ and mitxe with that of w- 
derftanding them ? 

When firft I came to this lady, I had nothmg 
like the learning that I have now } for Qie has many 
books, and I have much time to read; fo that ot 
late I feldom have miffed her meaning & but > when 

gnorantgirl; andlfte, 
ifounde4 waat of kmw- 
anding^ began owe $f> 
}f tlun^ becaufe,[ v^ftn 
thpjca|l<)f h^b«n,jjie 
\Zetnffl0?, and I did/npt 
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^oeh the meaning of her inquiry » bbt modeftiy an^ 
furered, that Icudd not tell. She had happened to rin^ 
^>nce when I did not hear her, and meant to put me 
in mind of that country .whert founds are faid to be 
congealed by the froft. 

* Another time, as I was drefling her head, flie began 
to talk on a fudden of Medu/a^ and fnakesy and men 
turned into Jioncy and maids that^ if tbey were not 
mMcbed^ would let their mijlrefes be Gorgons. 1 looked 
round me half frightened, and quite bewildered ; tiH 
^^tlaft, finding that her literature was thrown away 
upon me, (he bid me, with great vehemence, reach 
the curling-ifons. 

It is not without fome indignation, Mr. M?r, Aat 
I difcover, in thefe artifices of vexation, fomethii^ 
worfe than foppery or caprice; a mean delight in 
fopariority, which knows itfelf in no danger of re- 
proof or oppofition j a cruel pleafure in fedng the 
perplexity of a mind obliged to find what is ftudioufly 
concealed, and a mean indulgence of petty male- 
volence, in the (harp cenfuref of involuntary, an^ 
very often of inevitable, failings. When, beyond 
her expeftation, I hit upon her meaning, 1 can pcf- 
xdve a fud<fen cloud of difappointment fpread over he^r 
^ce; and have fometimes been afraid, left I (hould 
bib her &vour by underftanding her when ihe means 
i^ puzzle me. 

." This day, however, fhe has conquered my faga-^ 
ciiy.- When fhe went out of her drefGng-roooi, fli^ 
feid nothing, but, Molly y you knoWy arid haftened to 
tier chariot. What I am to know is yet a fecret^j 
-but If I do not know, htkrt fhe comes back, what 
J yel^have no tn6ans of difcovcring, fhe will make 
*' j 8 my 



.Digitized by VjOOQIC 



m THE IDLER. N^47- 

flsy dolncfe a pretence for a forttoght^s ill humour, 
treat lae as a creature devoid of the £M:ulties neceflary 
<p. the commou duties of liie» and perhaps give the n^u 
gowatothe houfekeepen 

J am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

MoLtv Quick. 



Numb. 47. Saturday, March 10, 1759. 

To tie IDLER. 

Mr. Ibler^ 
T AM the unfortunate wife of a city wit, and can- 
-^ not but think that my cafe may deferve equal com- 
paffion with any of thofe which have been reprefented 
in your paper. 

1 married my hufband within three months after 
the expiration of his apprenticefhip j we put our 
tnoney together, and fiimifhed a large and fplendid 
Ihop, in which he was for five years and a half di- 
ligent and civil. The notice which curiofity or kind- 
uefs commonly beftows on beginners, was continued 
'by confidence and efteem; one cuftomer, pleafdd 
with his treatthent and his bargain, recommended 
inother j and we were bufy behind the counter ftom 
'morning to night. ' 

' Thus every day increSJed our wealth and bur re- 

|)uiation. My huiband was often invited t6 tKnnfer 

I openly 
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openly en the Exchnn^e by hiinfdred thoufand ponndf 
men; and whenever I went to any of the halfe, thfe 
wives of the aldern^n made me low courtefies* We 
always took up our notes befc»'e the day, and made 
all confiderable payments by draughts upon our 
banker. 

You will eafily believe that I was well enough 
pleafed with my condition ; for what hstppinefs can 
be greater than that of growing every day richer and 
richer? I will not deny that, imaginuig myfelf 
likely to be in a (hort time the lheriff*s lady, I 
broke oflF my acquaintance with fome of my i^igh- 
bpurs J and advifed my hufband to keep . good com- 
panyi and not to be feen with men that were worth 
nothing. 

In time he found that ale difagreed with his con- 

ftitution, and went every night to drink his pifiA at a 

tavern, where he met with a fct of critics,^ who d^^ 

puted upon the merit of the difFerent theatrical p^- 

formers. By thefe idle fellows he was taken to t^ie 

play, which at firft he did not feem much to heed ; 

for he owned, that he very feldom knew livhat they 

were doing, and that, while his companions wojild 

Ipt him alone, he was commonly thinking on his jafl: 

bargain. - ; ,., ,;, 

: Having once gone, however, he went >gain and 

.ag^ip, though I often told him that three fhillinigs 

-^re. thrpwp away j at laft. he grew un^fy if i?c 

^miffed a night, and importuned me to go with him. 

I went to a tragedy which they called Macbeth ^ ,and> 

when I came home, told him, that I could not, bear 

to fee men and wom^n^makp themfelyes fiich fools, 

l?3r pretj^n^ij^ to be witches andghofts^ gener^ ,a?^d 
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kings, and to waDc in their fleep when' they loeere as 
much awake as thofe that looked at them. lie tojid^ 
me, that I mud get higher notions, and that a play 
was the moft rational of all entertainments, and moft 
proper to relax the mind after tb? bufmeS of tT;i^ 
dav. 

knowledge o£ fome of the 
Uj was over, very frequemly 
s ; for which he w^s admitted 
s. 

e fome of his morning hours. 
in the fame folly, and was for one winter very diligent 
in his attendance on the rehearfals ; but of this fpecies^ 
of idlenefs he grew weary, and faid, that the play 
was nothing without the company. 

His ardour for the diverfion of the evening increafed; 
he bought a fword, and paid five (hillings a night to 
fit in the boxes ; he went fometimes into a place 
which he calls the green-room, where all the wits of 
the age alTemble ; and, when he had been there, could 

three days, but repeat their 
s. 

gard for every thing but the 

three times a week, pne or 

1 talk of the drama. His firft 

\ read the play-bills ; and, if 

lie remembers toy lines of the tragedy which is to b^ 

Teprefented, walks about fhe fhop^ repeating them fp 

loud, and with fuch ftrange geftures, that the paffep- 

jg;er5 gather round the dpor. 

His^re^teft pleafure when I married him was to 
hisar the fituatioa of his flipp cooi.q^endeLd,, and to bp 
told how many efl^te5» h^vfi b^ got in il. by. the fame 

^ traded 
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trade ; but of Islte be grows peevifh at any mention of 
buiinef^, and delighis in nothing fo much as to b$t 
totd that he fpeaks like M^jfop* 

Among his new aflbdates he has learned another 
language^ and fpeaks in fuch a drain that his neigh-^ 
boars caimot underftand him. If a cuftomer talks 
longer than he Is willing to hear, he will complain that 
.he has been excruciated with unmeaning verbofify ; 
fee laughs at the letters of his friends for their tamenefs 
of expreilfion, and often declares himfelf weary of at* 
tetidirig to the rmnutm of a fhop. 

It is wdl for me that 1 know how to keep a book, 
for of late he is fcarcely ever in the way. Since one 
of hts friends told him that he had a genius for cragick 
poetry^ he has locked himfelf in an upper room fix or 
feven hours a day ; and, when I carry him any paper 
to be read or figned, I hear him talking vehemently 
to himfelf, fometimes of love and beauty, fometimea 
of friendftilp and virtue, but more frequently of liberty 
and.hj^ country. 

1 would gladly, Mr. Mpr, be informed what t6 
think of a (hopkeeper, who is inceffantly talking about 
liberty ? a yord, which, fince his acquaintance with 
polite life, my hufband has always in his mouth ; he 
is, on all occafions, afraid of our liberty, and declares 
his refolution to hazard all for liberty. What can 
the man mean ? 1 am fure he has liberty enough ? 
It were better for him and me if his liberty was 
leflened. 

He has a fdend, whom he calls a criticfc, that 
comes tw:.-e a week to read what he is iR^riting, 
This criiick tells him that his piece is a little irre- 
gular, but that fome detached fcenei will fiiine pro- 

digioufly, 
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digioully, and that In the chara£ter of Bombulus he 
is wonderfully great. My fcribbler then fqueezes his 
hand, calls him the befl: of friends^ thanks him for 
his fmcerity, and tells him that he hates' to be flat- 
tered* 1 hare reafon to believe that he Xeldotn parts 
with his dear friend without lending him two guineas, 
and am afraid that he gave bail for him three day$ 

BgOi 

By this courfe of life our credit as traders is lef« 

fened j and 1 cannot forbear to fufpef):, that my huf^ 

band's honour as a wit is not much advanced, for he 

* always the lowed of the company, and 

ell his opinion till the reft have fpoken* 

vas behind his counter, he ufed to be 

% and jocular, like a man that knew 

[ doing, and did not fear to look another 

but, among wits and criticks, he is ti* 

morons and awkward, and hangs down his head at 

his own table. Dear Mr. Idler ^ perfuade him, if 

you can, to return once more to his native elem^if. 

Tell him, that his wit will never make him rich, hik 

that there are places where riches will always ma^e 

a* wit. 

lam, SIR, &c. 

Deborah Gingeii. 
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Numb. 48. Sa,turday, March 17> 1759^ 

npHERE IS no kind of idlenefs^ by which we 
are fo eafily feduced, as that which dignifies 
itfelf by the appearance of bufinefs, and by making 
the loiterer imagine that he has fomething to do 
which mufl not be neglefted, keeps him in perpetual 
agitation, and hurries him rapidly from place to 
place. 

He that fits ftill, or repofes himfelf upon a couch, 
no more deceives himfelf than he deceives others j he • 
knows that he is doing nothing, and has no other fo- 
lace of his infignificance than the refolution, which the 
lazy hourly make, of changing his mode of life. 

To do nothing every man is afliamed j and to do 
much alraoft every man is imwilling or afraid. In- 
numerable expedients have therefore been invented to 
produce motion without labour, and employment 
without folicitude. The greater part of thofe whom 
the kindnefs of fortune has left to their own direftion, 
and whom want does not keep chained to the counter 
or the plough, play throughout life with the Ihadows 
of bufinefs, and know not at laft what they have been 
doing. 

Thefe imitators of aftion are of all denominations. 
Some are feen at every auftion without intention to 
purchafe ; . others appear pun£lually at the Ex*' 
change^ though they are known there only by their 
faces* Some are always making parties to vifit 
coUeftions for which they have no taftej and fome 

negleft 
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negled every pleafure and every duty to hear quefc 
dons, in >vhich they have no intereft, debated in par* 
liament* 

Thefe men never appear more ridiculous than in 
the diftrefs which they imagine themfelves to feel, from 
fomc accidental .interruption of thofe empty purfuits. 
A tiger newly imprifoned is indeed more formidable, 
but not more angry, than Jack Tulip with-held from 
k florift's fcaft, or Tom Dijlich Hndered from feeing 
the firft reprefentation of a play. 

As political affairs are the higheft and moft e^c* 
tenlive of temporal concerns ; the mimick of a po« 
litician is more bufy and important than any other 
trifler. Monfieur le Noir, a man who, without pro- 
perty or importance in any comer of the earth, has, 
in the prefent confufion of the world, declared hira- 
lelf a fteady adherent to the French ^ is made mi- 
ferable by a wind that keeps back the packet-boat, 
and ftill more miferable by every account of a 
Malouin privateer caught in his cruize ; he knows 
well that nothing can be done or faid by him which 
tail produce any efFed but that of laughter ; that he 
can neltfier haften ndr retard good or evil ; that his 
]Ofs and forrotes have fcarcefy any partakers \ yet, 
fuch is his zeal, arid fuch his curiofity, that he 
Sji^uld run l^arefooted to Grwoefend^ for the fake of 
knowing firft that the EngHJh had loft a tender, and 
would ride out to meet every mail from the continent 
if he might be permitted to open it. 

Learning is generally confeffed to be defirable, and 
there are fome who fancy themfelves always bufy in 
acquiring it. Of thefe ambulatory ftudents, one of 
the moft bufy is my frieud Tom Reftlefs. 

\ ■ Tom 
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Tom has bng had a mind to be a man of know*, 
ledge, but he does not ,care to fpoxd much time 
among authors ; for he is of opinion that few books 
deferve the labour of perufal,^ that they give the mind 
an unfafliionable call:, and deftroy^ that freedom of 
thought and eafioefs of manners indifpenfably re* 
quiHte to acceptance in die world. Tom .has thqice^ 
fore fcnmd another way to wifdom. When he rifes 
he goes into a cpffee-houfe, where he creeps fo niear 
to men whom he takes to be reafoners as to hear their 
difcourle, and endeavours to remember fomething 
which, when it has been drained through TV/tj^s head^ 
is fo near to notlung, that what it ozu:e was cannot 
be difcovered. This he carries round from friend to 
friend through a circle of vifits, till, hearing what 
each fays upon the queftion, he becomes able at 
dinner to fay a little himfelf ; and, as every great 
genius relai^es himfelf amcmg his inferiors, meets 
with fome who wonder hpw fo young a man can talk 
fo wifely. - 

At night he has a new feaft prepared for his in« 
tellers; he always runs to a difputing fociety, or a 
fpeaddng dub, where he half hears what, if be b;^d 
heard the whole, he would but h^lf underftandi 
goes home pleafed with the conlcioufnefs of a day 
well Jpent^ ^es down full of ideas, and lifi^ in tbt 
morning en^ty as before* 



Vou va. 
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Numb. 49- Saturday, March 24, 1759. 

T SUPPED three nights ago with my friend Will 
Marvd. His affairs obliged hhn lately to take a 
journey into Devo?7/hire, from which he has juft re- 
turned. He knows me to be a very patient hearer, 
and was glad of my company, as it gave him an oppor- 
tunity of dilburdening himfelf by a minute rdation of 
the cafualties of his expedition. 

Wi/l is not one of thofe who go out and return 
with nothing to tell. He has a ftory of his travels, 
which will ftrike a home-bred citizen with horror, and 
has in ten days fuffered fo often the extremes of terror 
and joy, that he is in doubt whether he fhall ever 
again expofe either his body or mind to fuch danger 
and fatigue. 

When he left London the morning was bright, and 
a fair day was promifed. But Will is bom to ftruggle 
with difficulties. That happened to him, which has 
fometimes, perhaps, happened to others. Before he 
had gone more than ten miles, it began to rain. 
What courfe was to. be taken ? His foul dildained 
' to turn back. He did what the king of Pruffia 
might have done ; he flapped his hat, buttoaed up 
his cape, and went forwards, fortifying his mind by 
the ftoical confolation, that whatever is violent will be 
Ihort. 

His conftancy was not long tried ; at the diftance 
of about half a mile he faw an inn, which he entered 
wet and weary, and found civil treatment and proper 

.1. .refreih 
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refrefhment Afcef a i^efpite of about two hours, he 
looked abroad, and feeing the fky clear, called for his 
horfe, and pafled the firft ftage without any other me- 
Hiorable accident; 

Will confidered, that labour muft be relieved by 
pleafure, and that the ftrength which great under- 
takings require muft be maintained by copious nu- 
triment J he therefore ordered himfelf an elegant 
fuppcr, drank two bottles of claret, and pafled the 
beginning of the night in found fleep ; but, waking 
before light, was forewarned of the troubles of the 
next day, by a (hower beating againfl his windows 
with fuch violence as to threaten the diflblution of 
nature. When he arofe, he found what he expected, 
that the country was under water* He joined him- 
felf, however, to a company that was travelling the 
fame way, and came fafely to the place of dinner, 
though every ftep of his horfe dafhed the mud into 
the air. 

In the afternoon, having parted from his company, 
he fet forward alone, and pafled many collections of 
Vvater, of which it was impoflible to guefs the depth, 
and which he now cannot review without fome cenfure 
of his own raflmefs; but what a man unjdertakes 
he mufl: performj and Marvel hates a coward at his 
heart. 

Few that lie warm in their beds think what others 
undergo, who have perhaps been as tenderly edu- 
cated, and have as acute fenfations as themfelves. 
My friend was now to lodge the fecond night almofl 
fifty miles from home, in a houfe which he never 
had feen before, among people to whom he was to- 
tally a ftranger, not knowing whether the next man 

Oa he 
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he (hould meet would prove good or bad ; but feeing 
an inn of a good appearance, he rode refolutely mto 
the yard ; and knowing that refpeO: is often paid in 
proportion as it is claimed, delivered his injundions ^ 
to the hoftler with fpirit, and entering the houfe, 
called vigoroufly about him. 

On the third day up rofe the fun and Mr. MarveL 
His troubles and his dangers were now fuch as he 
wilhes no other man ever to encounter. The ways 
were lefs frequented, and the country more thinly 
inhabited. He rode many a lonely hour through 
mire and water, and met not a iingle foul for two 
miles together with whom he could exchange a word. 
He cannot deny that, looking round upon the dreary 
region, and feeing nothing but bleak fields and naked 
trees, hills obfcured by fogs, and flats covered with 
inundations, he did for fome time fuffer melancholy 
to prevail upon him, and wiihed himfelf again fafe 
at home. One comfort he had, which was, to con- 
fider that none of his friends were in the fame dif- 
trefs, for whom, if they had been with him, he fhould 
have fuflfered more than for himfelf; he could not 
forbear fometimes to confider how happily the Idler is 
fettled in an eafier condition, who, furrounded like 
him with terrours, could have done nothing but lie 
down and die. 

Amidft thefe reflections he came to a town, and 
found a dinner which difpofed him to more cheerful 
fentiments : but the joys of life are fliort, and its mi* 
feries are long ; he mounted and travelled fifteen miles 
more through dirt and defolation. 

At laft the fun fet, and all the horrors of darkneft 
came upon him. He then repented the weak indul« 

gence 
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gence in which he had gratified himfelf at noon with 
too long an interval of reft: yet he went forward 
along a path which he could no longer fee, fome- 
times rufhing fuddenly into water, and fometimes 
incumbered with ftiflf clay, ignorant whither he was 
going, and uncertain whether his next ftep might not 
be the laft. 

In this difmal gloom of nofturnal peregrination his 
horfe unexpeftedly ftood ftill. Marvd had heard many 
relations of the inftinft of horfes, and was in doubt 
what danger might be at hand. Sometimes he fancied 
that he was on the bank of a river ftill and deep, and 
fometimes that a dead body lay acrofs the track. He 
fat ftill awhile to recollefl: his thoughts ; and as he 
was about to alight and explore the darknefs, out 
ftepped a man with a lantern, and opened the turn- 
pike. He hired a guide to the town, arrived in fafety, 
and flept in quiet. 

The reft of his journey was' nothing but danger- 
He climbed and defcended precipices on which vulgar 
mortals tremble to look ; he paffed marfties like the 
Serbonian bog, where armies whole have funk ; he 
forded rivers where the current roared like the Egre or 
the Severn; or ventured himfelf on bridges that 
trembled under him, from which he looked down on 
foaming whirlpools, or dreadful abyfles ; he wandered 
over houfelefs heaths, amidft all the rage of the ele- 
ments, with the fnow driving in his face, and the 
tempeft howling in his ears. 

Such are the colours in which Marvel paints his 
adventures. He has accuftomed himfelf to found- 
ing ^ words and hyperbolical images, till he has loft 
the power of true defcription. In a road through 

O 3 which 
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which the heavieft carriages pafs without difficulty, 
and the poft-boy every day and night goes and re- 
turns, he meets with hardftiips like thofe which are 
endpred in Siberian deferts, and mifles nothing of 
romantick danger but a giant and a dragon. When 
his dreadful ftpry is told in proper terms, it is only 
that the way was dirty in winter, and that he expe- 
rienced the conimon viciflitudes of rain and fun,, 
ftiiner 



Numb, 50. Saturday, March 3\^ 119Q, 

HTHE charader of Mr. Marvel has raifed the 
•^ merriment of fome and the contempt of others, 
who do not fufficiently confider how often they hear 
and pradtife the fame arts of exaggerated narration. 

There is not, perhaps, among the multitudes of 
all conditions that fwarm upon the earth, a fingle 
man who does not believe that he has fomething ex- 
traordinary to relate of himfelf ; and who does not, 
at one time or other, fummon the attention of his 
friends to the cafualties of his adventures, and the 
viciflitudes of his fortune ; cafualties and viciffitudes 
that happen alike in lives uniform and diverfified j 
to the commander of armies, and the writer at a 
defk ; to the failor who refigns himfelf to the wind 
and water, and the farmer whofe longeft journey is to 
the market. 

In the prefent flate of the world man may pafs 
through Sbakefpeareh feven ftages of life, and meet 

jiQthin^ 
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nothing Angular or wonderful. But fuch is every 
man's attention to himfelf, that what is common and 
unheeded when it is only feen, becomes remarkable 
and peculiar when we happen to feel it. 

It is well enough known to be according to the 
ufual procefs of nature that men fliould ficken and 
recover, that fome defigns fliould fucceed and others 
mifcarry, that friends fliould be feparated and meet 
again, that fome fliould be made angry by endea- 
vours to pleafe them, and fome be pleafed when no 
care has been ufed to gain their approbation ; that 
men and women fliould at firft come together by 
chance, like each other fo well as to commence ac- 
quaintance, improve acquaintance into fondnefs, in- 
creafe or extinguifli fondnefs by marriage, and have 
children of different degrees of intellects and virtue, 
fome of whom die before their parents, and others 
furvive them. 

Yet let any man tell his own ftory, and nothing 
of all this has ever befallen him according to the com- 
mon order of things ; fomething has always difcrimi- 
nated his cafe ; fome unufual concurrence of events 
has appeared which made hin^ more happy or mor^ 
miferable than other mortals ; for in pleafures or cala- 
mities, however common, every one has comforts and 
afiliftions of his own. 

It is certain- that without fome artificial augment^ 
lions, many of the pleafures of life, and almofl: all 
its embellifhments, would fall to the ground. If no 
man was to ejcprefs more delight than he felt, thofe 
who felt mofl: would raife little envy. If travellers 
wer^ to drfcribe the mofl: laboured performances of 
.04 art 
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sut with the fame coldnefs as they furvey them, all ex- 
pedatioBS of happinefs from change of place would 
ceafe. The piftures of Raphael would hang without 
fpeftators, and the gardens of Verfailles might be in- 
habited by hermits. All the pleafure that is received 
ends in an opportunity of fplendid falfehood, in the 
power of gaining notice by the difplay of beauties 
which the eye was weary of beholding, and a hiftory 
of happy moments, of which, in reality, the mod 
happy was the laft. 

The ambition of fuperior fenfibility and^ fuperior 
eloquence difpofes the lovers of arts to receive rapture 
at one time, and communicate it at another ; and each 
labours firfl: to impofe upon himfelf, and then to pro- 
pagate the impofture. 

Pain is lefs fubjeft than pleafure to caprices of ex- 
preffion. The torments of difeafe, and the grief for 
irremediable misfortunes, fometimes are fuch as no 
words can declare, and can only be fignified by groans, 
or fobs, or inarticulate ejaculations. Man has from 
nature a mode of utterance peculiar to pain, but he 
has none peculiar to pleafure, becaufe he never has 
pleafure but in fuch degrees as the ordinary ufe of 
language may equal or furpafs. 

It is neverthelefs certain, that many pains as well 
as pleafures are heightened by rhetorical affeftation, 
and that the pifture is, for the moft part, bigger than 
the life^ 

"V^hen we defcribe our fenfations of another's for- 
rows, either in friendly or ceremonious condolence, 
the cuftoms of the world fcarcely admit of rigid ve- 
racity. Perhaps the fondeft friendfliip would enrage 

oftener 



Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



U'So. THE IDLER. aoi 

oftener than comfort, were the tongue on fuch oeca- 
fions faithfully to reprefent the fentiments of the 
heart ; and I think the ftrideft moralifts allow forms 
of addrefs to be ufed without much regard to their 
literal acceptation, when cither refpeft or tender- 
nefs requires them, becaufe they are univerfally 
known to denote not the degree but the fpecies of 
our fentiments. 

But the fame indulgence cannot be allowed to him 
who aggravates dangers incurred or forrow endured 
by himfelf, becaufe he darkens the profpeft of futu- 
rity, and multiplies the pains of our condition by 
ufelefc terrour. Thofe who magnify their delights 
are lefs criminal deceivers, yet they raife hopes which 
are fure to bje difappointed. It would be undoubtedly 
beft, if we could fee and hear every thing as it is, that 
nothing might be too anxioufly dreaded, or too ar- 
dently purfued. 



^^ 
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Numb. 51. Saturday, Jpril 7) 1759- 

TT has been commonly remarked, that eminent men 

are leaft eminent at home, that bright charafters 
lofe much of their fplendour at a nearer view, and 
many who fill the world with their fame, excite very 
little reverence among thofe that furround them in 
their domeftick privacies. 

To blame or fufpeft is eafy and natural. Whem 
the fa£t is evident, and the caufe doubtful, fome ac- 
cufation is always engendered between idlenefs and 
malignity. This difparity of general and familiar 
efteem is therefore imputed to hidden vices, and to 
practices indulged in fecret, but carefully covered . 
from the publick eye. 

Vice will indeed always produce contempt. The 
dignity of Akxander^ though nations fell proftrate 
before him, was certainly held in little veneration 
by the partakers of his midnight revels, who had 
feen him, in the madnefs of wine, murder his friend, 
or fet fire to the Per/tan palace at the inftigation of 
a harlot ; and it is well remembered among us, that 
the avarice of Marlborough kept him in fubjedion 
to his wife, while he was dreaded by France as her 
conqueror, and honoured by the emperor as his de- 
liverer. 

But though, where there is vice there muft be 
want of reverence, it is not reciprocally true, that 
where there is want of reverence there is always 

vice. 
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vice. That awe which great adions or abilities 
impref$ will be inevitably diminiflied by acquaint- 
ance, though nothing eithier m^an or criminal fhould 
be found. 

Of men, as of every thing elfe, we muft judge 
according to our knowledge. When we fee of a 
hero only his battles, or of a writer only his books, 
we have nothing to allay our ideas of their great- 
nefs. We eonfider the one only as the guardian of 
his country, and the other only as the inftruftor of 
mankind. We have neither opportunity nor motive 
ito examine the minuter parts of their lives, or the 
iefs apparent peculiarities of their charafters; we 
name them with habitual refpeft, and forget, what 
we ftill continue to know, that they are men like 
other mortals. 

But fuch is the conftitution of the world, that 
much of life muft be fpent in the fame manner by 
the wife and the ignorant, the exalted and the low. 
Men, however diftingui(hed by external accidents 
or intrinfick qualities, have all the fame want^, the 
fame pains, and, as far as the fenfes are confulted, 
the fame pleafures. The petty cares and petty 
duties are the fame in every ftation to every under- 
ftanding, and every hour brings fome occafion on 
which we all fmk to the common level. We are 
^11 naked till we are drefled, and hungry till we arc 
fed ; and the general's triumph, and fage's difputation, 
end, like the humble labours of the fmith or plow- 
man, in a dinner or in fleep. 

Thofe notions which are to be collefted by res^- 
fon, in op|iofuion to the fenfes, will feldom ftand 

forward 
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forward in the mind, but He treafured in the re- 
moter repofitories of memory, to be found only 
when they are fought. Whatever any man may 
have written or done, his precepts or his valour 
will fcarcely overbalance the unimportant uniformity 
which runs through his time. We do not eafily con- 
fider him as great, whom our own eyes fhew us 
to be little; nor labour to keep prefent to our 
thoughts the latent excellences of him who fhares 
with us all our weakneffes and many of our follies ; 
who, like us, is delighted with flight amufements, 
bufied with trifling employments, and dift:urbed by 
little vexations. 

Great powers cannot be exerted, but when great 
exigencies make them neceflfary. Great exigencies 
can happen but feldom, and therefore thofe quali- 
ties which have a claim to the veneration of man- 
kind, lie hid, for the moft part, like fubterranean 
treafures, over which the foot paflTes as on com- 
mon ground, till neceflity breaks open the golden 
cavern. 

In the ancient celebration of viftory, a flave was 
placed on the triumphal car, by the fide of the ge- 
neral, who reminded him by a fliort fentence, that 
he was a man. Whatever danger there might be 
lefl: a leader, in his paflage to the capitol, {hould 
forget the frailties of his nature, there was furely no 
need of fuch an admonition ; the intoxication could 
jiot have continued long ; he would have been at 
home but a few hours before fome of his depend- 
ants would have forgot his greatnefs, and fliewn 
him that, notwithfl:anding his laurels, he was yet a 
man. 

There 
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There are fome who try to efcape this domeftick 
degradation, by labouring to appear always wife or 
always great ; but he that ftrives againft nature, will - 
for ever ftrive in vain. To be grave of mien and 
flow of utterance ; to look with folicitude and fpeak 
with hefitation, is attainable at will ; but the fhew of 
wifdom is ridiculous when there is nothing to caufe 
doubt, as that of valour where there is nothing to be 
feared. 

A man who has duly confidered the condition 
of his being, will contentecfly yield to the courfe o£ 
things: he will not pant for diftinfliion where dif- 
tin£Uon would imply no merit j but though on great 
occafions he may wifh to be greater than others^ 
he will be fatisfied in common occurrences not to h% 
Ie&. 
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KuMB. 52. Saturday, Jpril 14, 1759^ 

Refponfere ctlpidmhus, Hor. 

^T^HE praflice of felf-denial, or the fort)eafancef 
•^ of lawful pleafure, has been confidcred by 
almoft every nation, from the remoteft ages, as the 
higheft exaltation of human virtue; and all have 
agreed to pay refped and veneration to thofe wha 
abftained from the delights of life, even when they 
did not cenfure thofe who enjoy them^ 
• The general voice of mankind, civil and barbarous, 
confefles that the mind and body are at variance,- 
and that neither can be made happy by its proper 
gratifications but at the expence of the other j 
that a pampered body will darken the mind^ and 
an enlightened mind will macerate the body. And 
none have failed to confer their efteem on thofe who 
prefer intelle£l to fenfe, who controul their lower 
by their higher faculties, and forget the wants and 
defires of animal life for rational difquifitions or pious 
contemplations. 

The earth has fcarcely 'a country fo far advanced 
towards political regularity as to divide the 'inhabit- 
ants into clafles, where fome orders of men or wo- 
men are not diftinguifhed by voluntary feverities, and 
where the reputation of their fandity is not increafed 
in proportion to the rigour of their rules, and the ex- 
a£tnefs of their performance. 

When 
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When an opinion to which there is no temptation 
of intereft fpreads wide and continues long, it may 
be reafonably prefumed to have been infufed by 
nature or dictated by reafon. It has been often 
obferved that the fiftions of impofture, and illufions 
of fancy, foon give way to time and experience ; 
and that nothing keeps its ground but truth, which 
gains every day new influence by new confirma- 
tion. 

But truth, when it is reduced to praSice, eafily 
becomes fubjefl: to caprice and imagination ; and 
many particular aSs will be wrong, though their 
general principle be right. It cannot be denied 
that a juft convifUon of the reftrainc neceflary to 
be laid upon the appetites has produced extra- 
vagant and unnatural modes of mortification, and 
inftitutions, which, however favourably confidered, 
will be found to violate nature without promoting 
piety. 

But the doQrine of felf-denial is not weakened 
. in itfelf by the errours of thofe who mifinterpret or 
mifapply it j the encroachment of the appetites 
upon the underftanding is hourly perceived ; and 
the ftate of thofe, whom fenfuality has enflaved, is 
known to be in the higheft degree defpicable and 
wretched. 

The .dread of fuch (hameful captivity may juftly 
raife alarms, and wifdom will endeavour to keep 
danger at a diftance. By timely caution and fufpi- 
cious vigilance thofe defires may be repreffed, to 
which indulgence would foon give abfolute do- 
minion J thofe enemies may be overcome, which, 

2 when 
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when they have been a while accuftomed to viftory, 
can no longer be refifted. 

Nothing is more fatal to happinefs or virtue, than 
that confidence which flatters us with an opinion 
of our own ftrength, and, by afluring us of the 
power of retreat, precipitates us into hazard. Some 
may fafely venture farther than others into the 
regions of delight, lay themfelves more open ta 
the golden fhafts of pleafure, and advance nearer 
to the refidence of the Syrens ; but he that is beft 
armed with conftancy and reafon is yet vulnerable 
in one part or other j and to every man there is a 
point fixed, beyond which, if he pafles, he will 
not eafily return. It is certainly moft wife, as it 
is moft fafe, to ftop before he touches the utmoft 
limit, fince every ftep of advance will mor$ and 
more entice him to go forward, till he fhall at 
laft enter into the receffes of voluptuoufhefs, and 
floth and defpondency clofe the paflage behind 
him. 

To deny early and inflexibly, is the only art of 
checking, the importunity of defire, and of preferving 
quiet and innocence. Innocent gratifications muft be 
fometimes withheld ; he that complies with all lawful 
defires will certainly lofe his empire over himfelf, and 
in time either fubmit his reafon to his wifhes, and 
think all his defires lawful, or difmifs his reafon as 
troublefome and intrufive, and refolve to Ihatch what 
he may happen to wifh, without inquiring about right 
and vrrong. 

No man, whofe appetites are his mafters, can 
perform the dudes of his nature with ftridnefs and 

regularity J 
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regularity ; he that would be fuperiour to external 
influences muft firft become fuperiour to his own 
paflions. 

When the Roman general, fitting at fupper with 
a plate of turnips before him, was foHcited by 
large prefents to betray his truft, he afked the 
meflengers, whether he that could fup on turnips 
was a man likely to fell his own country ? Upon him 
who has reduced his fcnfes to obedience, temptation 
has loft its power ; he is able to attend impartially 
to virtue, and execute her commands without He- 
fitation. 

To fet the mind above the appetites is the end of 
abftinence, which one of the Fathers obferves to be 
not a virtue, but the ground-work of virtue. By for- 
bearing to do what may innocently be done, we may 
add hourly new vigour to refolution, and fecure the 
power of refiftance when pleafure or intereft fhall lend 
their charms to guilt. 



VoL.Vir. P 
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NuM6. 53. Saturday, April 21, 1759. 



To the IDLER. 



SIR, 



I 



HAVE a wife that keeps good company. Yott 
know that the word good varies its meaning 
according to fthe value fet upon different qualities 
in different places. To be a good man in a coU 
lege, is to be learned; in a camp, to be brave; 
and in the city, to be rich. By good' company in 
the place which I have the misfortune to inhabits 
we underfland not only thofe from whom any good 
can be learned, whether wifdom or virtue; or by 
whom any good can be conferred, whether profit or 
reputation. Good company is the company of 
thofe whofe birth is high, and whofe riches are 
great; or of thofe whom the rich and noble admit 
to familiarity. 

I am a gentleman of a fortune by no means exu- 
berant, but more than equal to the wants of my 
family, and for fome years equal to our defires. 
My wife, who had never been accuftomed to 
fplendour, joined her endeavours to mine in the 
fuperintendance of our ceconomy; we lived in 
decent plenty, and were not excluded from moderate 
pleafures. 

I * but 
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But flight caufes produce great effects. All my 
happinefs has been deftroyed by change of place"; 
virtue is too often merely local ; in fome fituations 
the air difeafes the body, and in others poifons the 
mind. Being oWtged to remove my haWtation, I 
was led by my evil genius to a convenient houfe 
in a ftreet where many of the nobility refide. We 
had fcarcely ranged our furniture, and aired our 
rooms^ v/hen my wife began to grow difcontented, 
and to wonder what the neighbours would think 
when they faw fo few chairs and chariots at her 
door. 

Her acquaintance, who came to fee her from the 
quarter that we had left, mortified her without 
defign, by continual inquiries about the ladies 
whofe houfes they viewed from our windows. She 
was afliamed to confefs that (he had no intercourfe 
with them, and fhekered her diftrefs under general 
anfwers, which always tended to raife fufpicion that, 
(he knew more than fhe would tell ; but flie was 
often reduced to diflicuhics, when the courfe of 
talk introduced queftions about the furniture or 
ornaments of their houfes, which, when flie could 
get no intelligence, (he was forced to pafs flightly 
over, as things which fhe faw fo qften that ihe never 
minded them. 

To all thefe vexations (he was refolved to put 
an end, and redoubled her vifits to thofe few of 
her friends who vifited thofe who kept good com- 
pany ; and, if ever fhe met a Jady of quality, forced 
hiArfetf into notice by refpeft and affiduity. Her 
adva;^^:es were generally rejed^d 4 and ihe heard 
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them, as they went down ftairs, talk how fome crea- 
tures put themfelves forward. 

She was not difcouraged, but crept forward from 
one to another; and, as perfeverance will do great 
things, fapped her way unperceived, till, unexpeftedly, 
fhe appeared at the card-table of lady Biddy Porpoife^ 
a lethargick virgin of feventy-fix, whom all the fami- 
lies in the next fquare vifited very punftually when 
Ihe was not at home. 

This was the firft ftep of that elevation to which 
my wife has fince afcended. For five months fhe had 
no name in her mouth but that of lady Biddy y who, 
let the world fay what it would, had a fine under- 
ftanding, and fuch a command of her temper, that, 
whether fhe won or lofl, fhe flept over her cards. 

At lady Biddy^s fhe met with lady Tawdry^ whofe 
favour fhe gained by eflimating her ear-rings, which 
were counterfeit, at twice the value of real diamonds. 
When fhe had once entered two houfes of diftindtion, 
fhe was eafily admitted into more, and in ten weeks 
had all her time anticipated by parties and engage- 
ments. Every morning fhe is befpoke, in the ifum- 
mer, for the gardens ; in the winter, for a fale ; 
every afternoon fhe has vifits to pay, and every night 
brings an inviolable appointment, or an aflembly 
in which the befl company in the town were to 
appear. ' 

You will eafily imagine that much of my do- 
meftick comfort is withdrawn. I never fee ray wife 
but in the hurry of preparation, or the languor of 
wearinefs. To drefs and to undrefs i$^ almoft hir 
whole bufinefs in private, and the fervants take ad* 
, .: i \ vantage 
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vantage of her negligence to increafe expence; 
But I can fupply her omiffions by my own dili- 
gence, and Ihould pot much regret this new courfe 
of life, if it did nothing more than transfer to me 
the care of our accounts. The changes which it 
has made are more vexatious. My wife has no 
longer the ufe of her underftandlng. She has no 
rule of aftion but the fafliion. She has no opinion 
but that of the people of quality. She has no lan- 
guage but the dialed of her own fet of company. 
She hates and admires in humble imitation ; and 
echoes the words charming and deiejiable without con- 
fulting her own perceptions. 

If for a few minutes we fit down together, fhe 
entertains me with the repartees of lady Cackle^ or 
the convcrfation of lord Whiffler and Mifs ^ick ; 
and wonders to find me receiving with indif- 
ference fayings which put all the company into 
laughter. • 

By her old friends fhe is no longer very willing 
to be feen, but (he muft not rid herfelf of them all 
at once; and is fometimes furprifed by her beil 
vifitants in company which flie would not fhew, 
and ^cannot hide ; but, from the moment that a 
couniefs enters, fhe takes care neither to hear nor 
fee them : they foon . find themfelves neglefted, 
and retire ; and fhe tells her ladyfhip that they are 
fomehow related at a great diflance, and that, as 
they are good fort of people, fhe cannot be rude to 
them. 

As, by this ambitious union with thofe that are 
above her, fhe is always forced upon difadvanta- 
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geous comparifons of her concUdon with theirs, flie 
has a conftant fource of mifery within ; and never re- 
turns from glittering afiemblies and magnificent apart- 
ments but (he growls out her difcontent, and wonders 
why fhe was doomed to fo indigent a flute. When 
fbe attends the duchefs t6 a fale', die always fees foiiie- 
thing that fhe cannot buy; and, that flie may act 
feem wholly infignificant, fhe will fometimes venture 
|o bid, and often make acquifitions which fhe ^ not 
want at prices which fhe cannot afford. 

What adds to all this uneaiix^s is, th^lt tMs ex- 
pence is without ufe, and this vanity without honour ( 
fhe forfakes houfes where fhe might h^ courted, for 
thofe vidiere fhe is only fuffered ) hor equals are daily 
made her enemies, and her fuperiour$ will never be h^ 
friends. 

I am, SIR, yours, &c. 



?n 
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Numb. 54. Saturday, April 28^ 1759* 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 
^y OU have lately entertained yonr admirers with 
the cafe of an unfortunate bufband, and thereby 
given a demonftrative proof you are not avetfe even 
to hear appeals and terminate differences between man 
fend wife ; I therefore take the liberty to prefent you 
with the cafe of an injured lady, which, as it chiefly 
relates to what I think die lawyers call a point of law, 
I fhall do in as juridical a manner as I am capable, 
and fubmit it to the confideration of the learned gen- 
tlemen of that profeffion. 

Imprimis. In the ftyle of my marriage articles, a 
marriage was had and folemnized^ about fix months 
ago, between me and Mr. Savecharges^ a gentleman 
poffeffed of a plentiful fortune of his own, and one 
who, I was perfuaded, would improve, and not fpend, 
mine. 

Before our marriage, Mr. Savecharges had all along 
preferred the falutary exercife f)f walking on foot to 
the diftempered eafe, as he terms it, of lolling in a 
chariot ; but, notwithftanding his fine panegyricks 
on walking, the great advantages the infantry were 
in the fole poffeffion of, and the many dreadful 
dangers they efcaped, he found I had very different 

P 4 notions 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2i6 THE IDLER. N« 54^ 

notions of an equipage, and was not eafily to be con- 
Verted, or gained over to his party. 

An equipage I was determined to have, whenever 
I married. I too well knew the difpofirion of my 
intended confort to leave the providiag one entirely 
to his honour, and flatter myfclf Mn Saiiecharget 
has, in the articles made previous to our marriage,* 
agreed to. keep me a coach ; but, left I ihould be mit 
taken, or the attorneys fhould not have done me 
juftice in methodizing or legahzing thefe half dozen 
words, I will fet about and tranfcribe ths^ part of 
tlie agreement, which will explain the matter ta you 
much better than can be done by one who is fo 
deeply interefted in the event; and fhew on what 
foundation I build my hopes of being foon under the 
tranfporting, delightful denomination of a fefhionable 
lady, who enjoys the exalted and much-eiwied felicity 
x)f bowling about in her own coach. 

" And further the faid Solonion Savecbarges^ fear 
*' divers good caufes and confiderations him here- 
*' unto moving, hath agreed, and doth hereby 
*' agree, that the faid Solcmwn Savecharges ihall and 
*' will, fo foon as conveniently may be after the fc^ 
*' lemnization of the faid intended marriage, at bis 
*' own proper coft and charges, find and provide a 
** certain vehicle or four-wheel carriage, commonfy 
*< called or known by the name of a coach ; which faid 
** vehicle or wheel-carriage, fo called or known by 
** the name of a coach, fhall be ufed and enjoyed by 
^« the faid Sukey Modifh, his intended wife," [pray 
mind that, Mr. Idler,'] " at fuch times and in fuch 
'« manner as Ihe the faid Sukey Modijh {hall thijik fit 
^* and convenient." , . 

Such, 



Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



N^S4- THE IDLER. 217 

Such, Mr. Idler^ is the agreement tny pajftonate 

ttdmrer entered into ; and what tht dear frugal 

hujhand calls a performance of it remains to l3e de- 

fcribed. Sbon after the ceremony of J figning and 

fealing was over, our wedding*cIothes being fent 

home, and, in (hort, every thing in reftdineft except 

^the coach, my own fkidow was fcarcely more conftant 

dian my paflionate lover in his attendance! on me : 

wearied by his perpetual importunities for what he 

iialled a .completion of his blifs, I confented- to make 

iiim te^y; in a few days I gave him my hand; 

and, attended by Hymen in his ikSron robes, retired 

to a couQtry^feat of my hufband^s, where the honeys 

moon flew over our heads ere we had time to re«> 

cdled ourfelves, or think of our^ engagements in 

town. Well, to town we came, and you may b^ 

fore. Sir, I expeded to ftq> into my coach on my 

arrival here ; but, what was my furprife and difap- 

pointment, when, inftead of this, he began to found 

in my ears ** That the intereft of money was low, 

very low; and what a terrible thing it was to be 

incumbered with a little regiment of fervants in 

thefe hard times !*' I could eafily perceive what aH 

this tended to, but would not feera to underftand 

him; which made it highly neceflary for Mr. Save- 

charges to explain himfelf more intelligibly ; to harp 

upon and proteft he dreaded the expence of keeping 

a coach* And truly, for his^ part, he could n<^ 

conceive how the pleafure refulting from fuch a 

convenience could be any way adequate to the 

heavy expence attending it. I now thought it high 

time to fpeak with equal plainnefs, and told him, as 

tfe^ fortune I brought fairly entitled me to ride in 

my 
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my cwxt coach, and as I was fei^ble Hs circumfiaiices 
would very well afford it, he muft pardon me if I ia* 
fitted on a performance of his agreement.. 

I appeal to you, Mr. Idler^ whether any thmg 
could be more civil,' more complaifant, tha^ this? 
And, would you believe it, the creature in cetomb a 
few days after, accofted me, in an ofiended fone^ 
with, ^^ Madam, I can now tell you your, coach if 
^ ready ; and, fmce you are fo paflionately fond cif 
^^ one, I intend you the hc^our of kee|)ing a pair of 
*^ horfes.— You infifted upon having an flptikle of 
^* {»n*money, and hories are no part of my agrees 
^ ment.'* Bale, defigning wretjch !— I beg your paiv 
don, Mr. Idlir^ the very recitsd of fuch mean^ iiiB^efi^ 
ikman-like behaviour jfires my blood, and lights up a 
fian^ within me. But hence, thou worft of monfters» 
dl-timed Rage, and let me not fpoil my eau£r for 
want of temper. 

Now, though I am convinced I might make a 
worfe ufe of part of the pin-money, than by ex- 
tending my bounty towards the fupport of fo ufeful 
a part of the brute creation ; yet, like a true-bom 
Englifliwoman, 1 am fo tenacious of my rights' and 
privileges, and morebver fo good a friend to the 
gentlemen of the law, that I proteft, Mr. Id/er% 
fooner than tamely give up the point, and be 
quibbled out of my right, I will receive my pin- 
money, as it were, with one hand, and pay it to them 
with the other ; provided they will give me, or, which 
is the fame thing, my truftees, encouragement to 
commence a fuit againft this dear, frugal hufband of 
i[nine« 

And 
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And of this I can't have the leaft fliadow of doubt, 
inafmuch as I have been told by very good authority, 
it is fome way or other laid down as a rule, " * That 
« whenever the law doth give any thing to one, it 
^* pveth impliedly whatever is neceffary for the taking 
^* and enjoying the fame/' Now, 1 would gladly 
know what enjoyment I, or any lady in the kingdom, 
can have of a coach without horfes ? The anfwer is 
obvious — ^None at all ! For, as Serj. Catlyne very 
unfely oUerves, ^* Though a coach has wheels, to 
*' the Old it may thereby and by virtue thereof be 
^^ enabled to move ; yet, in point of utility, it may as 
^ well have none, if they are not put in motion I^ 
^* means of its vital parts, that is, the horfes." 

And therefore. Sir, I humbly hope you and the 

Jeamed in the law will be of opinion, that two certain 

ammals, or quadruped creatures, commonly called or 

known by the name of horfes, ought to be anaez^ 

to, and go along virith, the coach. 

SUKEY SavECHAROBS f^ 
. *, Coke on Littleton. f An unknown coaefpondeot. 
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Numb. 55. Saturday, JUcfy 5, 1759- 
To tbe IDLER. : 

Mr. Idler, 

T HAVE taken the libcirty of laying before you my 
^ complaint, and of defiring advice or coxifolatioh 
with the greater confidence, bec^aufe I believe many 
other writers have fuffered the fame indignities with 
myfelf, and hope my quarrel will be regarded by you 
and your readers as the common caufe of literature. 

Having been long a ftudent, I thought myfelf qua- 
lified in time to become an author. My inquiries 
have been much diverfified and far extended, and, not 
finding my genius direding me by irrefiftible impulfe 
to any particular fubjed, I deliberated three years* 
which part of knowledge to illuftrate by my labours. 
Choice is more often determined by accident than by 
reafon : I walked abroad one morning with a curious 
lady, and, by her inquiries and obfervations, was in* 
cited to write the natural hiftory of the county in 
which I refide. 

Natural hiftory is no work for one that loves his 
-chair or his bed. Speculation may be purfued on 
a foft couch, but nature muft be obferved in the 
open air. I have coUefted materials with indefa- 
tigable pertinacity. I have gathered glow-worms 
in the evening, and fnails in the morning; I, have 
feen the daify clofe and open j I have heard the owl 

ihriek 
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Ihriek at midnight, and hunted infers in the heat of 

noon. 

Seven years I was employed in coUefting animals 

and vegetables, and then found that my defign was 

yet imperfedk. The fubterranean treafures of the 
place had been paffed unobferved, and another year 
was to be fpent in mines and coal-pits. What I 
had already done fupplied a fufEcient motive to do 
more. I acquainted myfelf with the black inhabit- 
ants of metallic caverns, and, in defiance of damps 
and floods, wandered through the gloomy labyrinths, 
and gathered foflils from every fiffure. ' 

At laft I began to write, and, as I finifhed any fec- 
tion of my book, read it to fuch of my friends as were 
moft Ikilful in the matter which it treated. None of 
them were fatisfied ; one difliked the difpofition of the 
parts, another the colours of the ftyle ; one advifed 
me to enlarge, another to abridge. I refolved to read 
no more, but to take my own way and write on, for 
by confultation I only perplexed my thoughts and re- 
tarded my work. 

, The book was at laft finifhed, and I did not 
doubt but my labour would be repaid by profit, and 

- my ambition fatisfied with honours. I confidered 
that natural hiflory is neither temporary nor local, 
and that, though I limited my inquiries to my own 
country, yet every part of the earth has produdions 
common to all the reft. Civil hiftory may be par- 
tially fludied, the revolutions of one nation may be 
negleded by another j but after that, in which all 
have an interefl, all muft be inquifitive. No man 
can have funk fo far into ftupidity as no.t to con* 
fider the properties of the ground on. which he 

2 walks, 
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w$Xk»9 of the plants on which be feeds, or the ainmalt 
that delight his ear^ or amufe his eye ; and therefore 
I compfuted that univetfal curic^ty would call for 
many editions of x my book, and that in five years I 
ihould gain fifteen thoufand pounds by the fale of 
thirty thoufand copies^ 

When I began to write, I infured the houfe ; and 
fuflPered the uimoft folicitude when I entrufted my 
book to the carrier, though I had fecured it againft 
mifqhances by lodging two tranfcripts in diflfereni 
places* At my arrival, I expeded that the patrons 
of learning would contend for the honour of a dedi- 
cation, and refolved to maintain the dignity of let- 
ters by a haughty contempt of pecuniary folidta- 
tions. 

I took lodgings near the houfe of the Royal Society, 
and expeded every morning a vifit from the prefident. 
I walked in the Park, and wondered that I overheard 
no mention of the great naturalift. At laft I vifited a 
noble earl, and told him of my work : he anfwered, 
that he was under an engagement never to fubfcribe* 
1 was angry to have that refufed which I did not raeaa 
to alk, and concealed my defign of making him im^ 
mortal. I went next day to another, and, in refent- 
ment of my late affront, offered to prefix his name to 
my new book. He faid, coldly, xhax he did not ut^ 
derjiand thofe things ; another thought there were too 
many books ; and another would talk with me when 
the races were over. 

Being amazed to find a man rf learning fo in- 
decently flighted, I refolved to indulge the philo. 
fophical pride of retirement and independence. I 
then fent to fomc of the principal bookfeUers the 

plan 
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plan of ray book^ and befpoke a large room in the 
next tavern, that 1 might more commodioufly fee 
them together, and enjoy the contt^ft, while they 
•were outbiddihg one another. I dfank my coffee, 
and yet nobody was comej at laft I received a 
note from one, to tell me that he was going out 
of town; and from another, that natural hiftory 
was out of his way. At laft there came a grave 
man, who defired to fee the work, and, without 
opening it, told me, that a book of that fize would 
never da. 

I then condefcended to ftcp into (hops, and men* 
tion my work to the matters. Some never dealt 
with authors ; others had their hands full ; fome 
never had known fuch a dead time ; others had loft 
by all that they had publifhed for the laft twelve- 
month. One offered to print my work, if I could 
procure fubfcriptions for five hundred, and would 
allow me two hundred copies for my property. I 
loft my patience, and gave him a kick ; for which he 
has indided me. 

1 can eafily perceive that there is a combination 
among them to defeat my expeftations ; and I find 
hf lb general, that I am fure it muft have been long 
concerted. I fuppofe fome of my friends, to whom 
I read the firft part, gave notice of my defign, and^ 
perhaps,, fold the treacherous intelligence at a higher 
price than the fraudulence of trade will now allow me 
for my book. 

Infornt' me, Mr. Idkr, what I muft do; where 
ihuft knowledge and induftry find their recompence, 
thus neglefted by the high, and cheated by the 
fow ? I fometimes refolve to print my book at my 

OWX) 
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own expence, and, like the Sibyl, double the price ; 
and fometimes am tempted, in emulation of Rakighy 
to throw it into the fire, and leave this fordid genera- 
tion to the curfes of pofterity. Tell me, dear Idler^ 
what I fhall do. 

1 am, SIR, &c. 



Numb. 56. Saturday, May 21, 1759* 



T 



^HERE is fuch difference between the purfuits of 
men, that one part of the inhabitants of a great 
city lives to little other purpofe than to wonder at the 
reft. Some have hopes and fears, wiflies and aver- 
fions, which never enter into the thoughts of others, 
and inquiry is laborioufly exerted to gain that which 
thofe who poffefs it are ready to throw away. 

To thofe who are accuftomed to value every thing 
by its ufe, and have no fuch fuperfluity of time or 
money as may prompt them to unnatural wants or 
capricious emulations, nothing appears more improba^ 
ble or extravagant than the love of curiofities, or that 
defire of accumulating trifles, which diftinguiflies many 
by whom no other diftinftion could have ever been 
obtained. 

He that has lived without knowing to what 
height defire may be raifed by vanity, with what 
rapture baubles are fnatched out of the hands of 
rivat colleftors, how the eagemefs of one raifes 
eagemefs in another, and one worthlefs purchafb 

makes 
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makes a fecond neoeflary, may, by paffing a few hours 
at an au^ion, leam more than can be fhewn by many 
volumes of maxims or eflSiys. 

The advcrtifement of a fale is a fignal which 
at once puts a thoufand hearts in motion, and 
brings contenders from every part to the fcene of 
diftribution. He that had refolved to buy no 
more, feeh his conftancy fubduedj there is now 
fomething in the catalogue which completes his 
cabinet, and which he was never before able to 
find. He whofe fober refledions infomn him, that 
of adding colledion to colle&ion there is no end, 
and that it is wife to leave early that which muft 
be left imperfed at laft, yet cannot with-hold him- 
felf from coming to fee what it is that brings fo 
many together, and when he comes is foon over- 
powered by his habitual paffion; he is attracted by 
rarity, feduced by example, and inflamed by com- 
petition. 

While the ftores of pride and happineft are fur- 
vcyed, one looks with longing eyes and gloomy 
countenance on that which he defpairs to gain from 
a richer bidder; another keeps his eye with care 
from fettling too long on that which he mod ear- 
neftly defires ; and another, with more art than virtue, 
depreciates that which he values mofl^ in hope to have 
it at an eafy rate. 

The novice is often furprized to fee what mi- 
nute and unimportant difcriminations increafe or 
diminiih value. An irregular contortion of a tur* 
binated fliell, which common eyes pafs unregarded^ 
will tea.tim^ trebk ix$ price in the imagination of 
* Vol. VII. (^ philo. 
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phUofopheitt* Beauty is hut from opmitifig' iqxm p^ 
le&ors as upon low and vulgar mmdby.evra whcric 
beauty might be thought the only quality that couUt. 
deferve notice. Among the fhells that plofe by thc^ 
variety of colours, if one can be found accid^^ly 
deformed by a cloudy fpot, it is boafted as the pride 
*Gf the coUeftion. Chba is fometimes punrha^ed for 
little lefs than its weight in gold, only becaufe it is 
old, though neither lefs brittle, nor better pamted, 
dian the modem ; and brown china is caught up with 
ecftsUy, though no reafon can be imagined for which 
it fhould be preferred to common veflels of common 
day. , 

The fate of prints and coins Ss eqtiaHy inexplicable. 
Some prints are treafurediip 2^ ineftimably insluable, 
becaule the impr^flion was made before the plate ,wib 
finiflied. Of coins the price rifes not from tbet purity, 
of the metal, the excellence.of the workm^nfliip^. the 
elegance of the legend, or the chronological ufe* vi^t, 
piece, of which neither the infcription can be read, 
nor the face diftinguiftied, if there remain of it but 
/enough to fhew that it is rare, will be fought by con* 
tending nations, and dignify the tresrfury in which it 
/hall be fcewn. 

Whether this curiofity, fo barren of immediate 
advantage, and fo liable to depravation, does more 
harm or good, is not eafily decided, fts harm is 
apparent at the firft view. It fills the mind with 
trifling ambition; fixes the attention upon things 
which have feldom any tendency towards virtue oc 
wifdom; employs in idle enqmries the time that ia 
given for better purpo£es} and often ends in mean 

and 
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iSkd ^fiftoi^ praSdces, wh^ ddi»«r increafet by induL. 
^geiic^ beyond the power of hdneft gradficatioii. - 
Hi^ a^ the eifeds of curiofity in excefs } but vrb9t 
paffiocf^m €Kteh ^1 ik>t become vicioo^? AU indS- 
fsrent qualities and pradices are bad if diey are coon, 
pared with tbofe which are good, and good H they 
sire oppbfed to thofe that are bad. The pride or tte^ 
pleaforig of makihg coUedions, if it be rellituxied by 
prtuknce^ and morality, produces a pleafmg r^knii&oii 
after more laborious ftiKlies; funii(hes an amufementf 
not wholly unproikable for that part of life, the great* 
er part of many lives, which would, btherwife be lofli 
in idlenefs or vice ; it produces an ufeful traffick be- 
twten the induftry of indigeiute and the curiofity of 
wealth i it brings many thmgs to notice that vrould be^ 
fi^leded, andj by fizix^ the thoughts upon intellec- 
tual pleafures^ refifts the natutial encroachments Qf 
fimfoalfty, and maintains the mind in hei: lawful ftipe- 
riority. 



11**1.*.*' 1 
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. Numb. 57* Saturday, May 19, 1759. 

JJRUDENCE is of more frequent ufe than, any 
other intelledual quality ; it is exerted on flight 
occafions, and called into aft by the curfory bufinefs 
of common life. 

Whatever is univerfally neceflary, has been granted 
to mankind on eafy terms. Prudence, as it is always 
wanted, is without great difficulty obtained. It re- 
quires neither extenfive view nor profound fearch, but 
forces itfelf, by fpontaneous impulfe, upon a mind 
neither great nor bufy, neither engroffed by vaft de- 
figns, nor diftraded by nmltiplicity of attention. 

Prudence operates on life in the fame manner as 
rules on compofition : it produces vigilance rather than 
elevation, rather prevents lofs than procures advantage j 
and often efcapes mifcarriages, but feldom reaches ei. 
ther power or honour. It quenches that ardour of 
entcrprize, by which everything is done that can claim 
praife or admiration ; and reprefles that generous te- 
merity which often fails and often fucceeds. Rules 
may obviate faults, but can never confer beauties ; 
and prudence keeps life fafe, but does not often make 
it happy. The world is not amazed with prodigies 
of excellence, but when 'wit tramples upon rules, and 
magnanimity breaks the chains of prudence. 

One of the moft prudent of all that have fallen 
within my obfervation, is my old companion Sopbron^ 
who has pafled through the world in quiet, by per- 

I z petual 
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petual adherence to a few plain maxims, and wonders 
how contention and diftrefs can fo often happen. 

The firft principle of Sophron is to run no hazards^ 
Though he loves money, he is of opinion, that fruga- 
lity is a more certain fource of riches than induftry. 
It is to no purpofe that any profpefk of large profit is 
fet before him ; he believes little about futurity, and 
does not love to truft his money out of his fight, for 
nobody knows what may happen. He has a fmall 
eftate, which he lets at the old rent, becaufe // is bet- 
ter to have a little than nothing ; but he rigoroufly de- 
mands payment on the ftated day, for l^e that cannot 
pay one quarter cannot pay two. If he is told of any 
improvements in agriculture, he likes the old way, has 
obferved that changes very feldom anfwer expeftation, 
is of opinion that our forefathers knew how to till the 
ground as well as we ; and concludes with an argu- 
ment that nothing can overpower, that the expence of 
planting and fencing is immediate, and the advantage 
diftant, and that he is no wife man who will quit a cer^ 
tainty for an uncertainty. 

Another of Sophron^i rules is, to mind no hufmefs but 
his own. In the ftate he is of no party ; but hears 
and fpeaks of publick affairs with the fame coldnefs as 
of the adminiftration of fome ancient republick. If 
any flagrant aft of fraud or oppreffion is mentioned, 
he hopes that all is not true that is told : if raifconduft 
or corruption puts the nation in a flame, he hopes 
that every man means well. At eleftions he leaves hi^ 
dependants to their own choice, and declines to vote 
himfelf, for every candidate is a good man, whom he 
k unwilling to oppofe or oflfcnd. 

0.3 . If 
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T£ dl^tes hap^ athong lti» neighbofm, he bb* 
ferves «n inrariafole and cold neutrality^. His punOu* 
aKty has gained him the rqmtation of hondly, and 
his oration that of wifdom j and few would refqfe to 
refer their claims to his award. He might have 
prevMted many expenfive Iaw*fuits, *and ^encbed 
many a feud in ite &rOi fmoike ; but always refti&s the 
office of m'bitration, becaufe he mqft dedde agwift one 
or the other. 

' With the affairs of other families he is alwayi! 
unacquainted. He fees eftates bought and foldt 
fijuandered and increafed, without praifing the eco* 
IKmiift, or cenfiiring the fpendthrift. He never 
€ouris tht rrikig^ left (hey (hould fallj nor infults 
^-fallen, left iheyAould rife a^tin. His caution 
has the appearance of virtue, and all who do iM>t 
utant hi| help praife his benevolaace; bnf, if any 
man 'foSoit& his affiftance, he hasjufl: fent away ail 
bis money; and, when the petidoi«er is gone^ de- 
clares to his family that he is forry for his n^sfor- 
fixhe^y has always looked upoti him with p<u%iOttfaur 
Idndnefs, and therefore could not lend him mottey, 
Jbft he iiould deftroy their fiiendfiiip by the neoeflity 
rf enforcing payment. 

\. Of domeftick imsfortun^s hi^ h^ never bean}. 
When he is told the hundtiedth time of a gentle- 
man's ckughter who has panried the coachmaA, he 
Ufta up his hands with aftosnihmenty &ur ^he alway^ 
^ugh^ bsr a Y^ery ibbet girL When nuptisfl q^uu-- 
rels, after having lUled the country :vmh.(Ei& and 
laughter, at lafl: end in feparation, he never can con- 
ceive how it happened, £or he looked upon them as ^ 
happy couple. 
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If his adioce is alked, 4ic never ^ves anyrpftrticular 
^fe£tion, becaufe evmts are uncertain^ and he wili 
bring no blame upon bimfelf ; but he takes the coa? 
iulter tenderly by the hand, tells him he mak^ his 
cafe his own, and advifes him not to zGt rafhly, but tq 
weigh the reafons on both fides ; obferves, that a ma^ 
may be as eafily too hafty as too flow, and that s^ 
many &il by doing too much;.«s too little; that i? wlje 
man has two ears and one tongue ; and that Utile fmd4$ 
foon amended} that he coiild tell him this ai^ that, 
but that after all every man is the beftr judge of li» 
ownafiairs. ^ j^l 

With this fome are &tisfied, and go home with ^^ 
jreverence of Sophron*s wifidom ; and nione are offendr 
cd, becaufe evory one is left in full pofleflion of h^ 
own opinion. . -s 

Sopbrm gives no characters. It is efluallyi^vain :^ 

lell him oi vice and virtue ; for he has remai4t:«d9.4iat 

no man likes to be cenfnred, and that very few arfc 

delighted with the praifes of anotherjr He has aidw 

.terms which he ufes taall alike. With refped tofep* 

tune, he believes every family to be in good'^cunf. 

vilances; he never exalts any underftanding by laviA 

praife, yet he meets with none but very fenHble 

|>eQ$4e« Every man is hoUeft and hearty; and every 

.jijbscmianisagood cfcature. / 

ThiOi^Sopbron creeps al<mg, nekher loved nor hated, 

ndther fiivoured nor ofqjofed : he has never attempt* 

«d to grow rich, for fear of grdwing poor 4 ahdias 

htaif^l x^Q frieiids, for fear qf maki% 4fnehnies;i£ '?i 

^r . . . '\- ^ t^M • -r! 
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NuMD. 58. SaturDxYT, Mqt/ 26, 17o9. 



1 



T>LEASURE is very fcMom found where it U 
fought. Our brighteft blazes of gladnefs are 
commonly kindled by unexpefted fparks. The flow-' 
«rs which fcatter their odours from time to time in 
the paths of life, grow up without culture firom feeds 
fcattered by chance. 

Nothing is more hopelefs than a fcheme of merri- 
ment. Wits and humourifts are brought together 
from diftant quarters by preconcerted inTitatiofti ; 
they, come attended by their adnrirers, prepared to 
laugh and to applaud ; they gaze a whilfe on each 
other, afliamed to be filent, and afraid to fpeakj 
every man is difcontented with himfelf, grows ^ngry 
with thofe that give him pain, and refolves that he 
will contribute nothing to the merriment of fuch 
worthlefs company. Wine inflames the general ma- 
lignity, and changes fuUennefs to petulance, till at lad 
jione can bear any longer the prefence of the reft. 
They retire to vent their indignation in fafer places, 
where they are heard with attention ; their importimce 
is xeftored, they recover their good humour , jind glad- 
den the night with wit and jocularity. 

Merriment is always the efied of a fudden invl 
preflJon. The jeft which is expefted is already de-l 
ftroyed. The moft aftive imagi nation w ill be fome- 1 
times torpid under the frigid influence oFmelancholy, 

and 
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and fometiiries occafions will be wanting to tempt the 
mind, however volatile, to fallies and excurfions. 

(Nothing was ever faid with uncommon felicity, but by 
the co-operation of chance ; and, therefore, wit as 
well as valeor muft be content to fhare its honour^ 
with fortune. 

All other pleafures are equally uticertaih ; thft 

general remedy of uneafinefs is ' change of place ; 

almoft every one lias fome journey of pleafure nl 

his mind, with which he flatters ^ his expeftation. 

nHe that travels in theory has no inconvenience'; h6 

has (hade and funfhinc at his difpofsJ, and, wherevei* 

he alights, finds tables of plenty and looks of gaiety. 

Thefe ideas afe indulged till the day of departure 

arrives, the chaife is called, and the progfefs of hap- 

pinefs begins. ^^. 

II A few miles teach him t he fallacies^oL im^tgifta* "^^^ 

I ttion* The road is dufty, the air is fultry, the horfe^ 

are fluggifli, and the poftillion brutal. He longs 

for the time of dinner, that he may eat and reft. 

The inn is crowded, his orders are negleSed, and 

nothing remains but that he devour in hafte what 

the cook has fpoiled, and drive on in queft of bet- 

Iter entertainment. He finds at night a more com- 
modious houfe, but the beft is always worfe than he 
expededi 

He at laft enters his native province, and re- 
folves to feaft his mind with the converfation of his 
old friends, and the recolleQion of juvenile fro- 
lieks. He ftops at the houfe of his friend, whom 
he defigns to overpower with pleafure by the unex- 
pefted interview. He is not known till he tells his 
name, and revives the memory of himfelf by a gra- 

dual 
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dual explanation. He is then coldly recdved and 
ceremonioully feafted* Ife haftes away to another^ 
nrhom his afiain have called to a diftaat place, and, 
having feen the empty houfe, goes away difgufted, by 
a difappointn^nt which could not be intended b6<9ittfe 
it could not be forefeen. At the next houfe he finds 
every bee clouded with misfortune, and is regarded 
with malevolaice at an unrealbnable intfuder^ whp 
comes not to vifit but to infult thenu i 

It is feldom chat we find either men or places f^ch 
as we expe& them. He that has pdured a profpeft 
upon his fancy, will receive little pleafure ironji his 
eyes ; he that has anticipated the converfadcm of a 
mtf wiU wonder to what prejudice he owes his repu* 
tation. Yet it is neceffary to hope, though hopeUl 
ihould always be deluded ; for hope itfelf is happinef^," 
^md its frullrations, however frequept, ^re yet ^k 
di^adfiil than |t» extin^on* 
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Numb, 59. Satubday, June 3, 1759* ; 






T^ th^ coadmbn enjoymentis of Kfe, w? canpcft verj 
^ liberally indulge the prefent hour^ but by ai^|^* 
padng part of the pleafure which mi^t have reWe^ 
the^ tedjoufnefs of another day ; and ai^y uncon^nqp 
exertion of ftrength^ or perfeverance in, labour, is fUqp 
ceeded by along interval of languor and ve^init& 
Whatever advantage we fhatcH. beyond the certaiflpl 
portion allotted us by nature, is lij^e iponey ipent bf^ | 
fore it is due, which, at the tiine of regi^ilar payment^ 1 
will be miffed and regretted. 

Fame, like all other things which are fuf^ofed to 
give or to iqcreafe happinefs, is difpepfed vrith the 
fame equality of diftribution. He that is \oMdXj 
praifed will be clamorouily cenfured; he that rife$ 
haftily into fame will be in danger <^ finkmg faddenl^ 
into oblivion. 

Of many writers who filled their age with wonder, 
and whofe names we find celebrated in the books of 
their contemporaries, the works are now no longer to 
be feen, or are feen only amidft the lumber of libra- 
ries which are feldom vifited, where they lie only to 
ihew the deceitfulnefs of hope, and the uncertainty of 
tumour. 

Of the decline of reputation many caufes may be 
affigned. It is commonly loft becaufe it never was 
deferved \ and was conferred at firft, not by the fuf- 

frage 
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Iragc of criticifm, but by the fondnefs of friendffiip, 
or fervility of flattery. The great and popular are 
very freely applauded ; but all foon grow weary of 
echoing to each other a name which has no other 
clahn to notice^ but that many mouths are. pronoun- 
cing it at once. 

But many have loft the final reward of their 
labours, becaufe they were too hafty t<5 dnjoy iT. 
They have laid hold on recent occurrences, and 
bminent names, and delighted their readers with at 
lufibns and remarks, in which all were inrerefted, 
and to which all therefore were attentive. But 
the eflfeft ceafed with its caufej the time quickly 
came when new events drove the former from me- 
mory, when the viciflitudes of the world brought 
new hopes and fears, transferred the love and 
hatred of the public to other agents; and the 
writer, whofe works were no longer aflifted by grati- 
tude or refentment, was left to the cold regard of idld 
curiofity. 

He that v^^rites upon general principles, or de- \ 
Kvers univerfal truths, may hope to be often read, I 
becaufe his work will be equally ufeful at all times 
and in every country; but he cannot expect it to 
be received with eagernefs, or to fpread with ra- 
pidity, becaufe defire can have no particular fti- 
mulation : that which is to be loved long, muft be 
loved with reafon rather than with paflion. He 
that lays out his labours upon temporary fubjefts, 
eafily finds readers, and quickly lofes them; for 
what fhould make the book valued when its fubje£l 
is no more ? 

Thefe 
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Thefe obfervations will fhew the reafon why the 
poem of Hudibras is almoft forgotten, however embel- 
lifhed with fentiments and diverfified with allufions, 
however bright with wit, and however folid with truth. 
The hypocrify which it deteded, and the folly which 
it ridiculed, have long vaniflied from publick notice. 
Thofe who had felt the mifchief of difcord, and the 
tyranny of ufurpation, read it with n4>ture, for €;very 
line brought back to memory fomething known, and 
gratified refentment by the juft cenfure of fomething; 
hated. But the book which was once quoted bvj 
princes, and which fupplied converfation to all the af-. 
femblies of the gay and witty, is now feldom mention*, 
ed, and even by thofe that afFefl: to mention it, is feU 
4om xead. So vainly is wit lavifhed upon fugitive to-, 
picks, fo little can architecture fecure duration whea, 
the ground is falfe* 
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y^RITIClSM 18 a ftudy by which men grow imi* 

poiCtant and formidable at a very fmall expence« 

TTie power of invention has been conferred by natuw 

r — 3jj^ ^|jg labour of learning thofe fciences 

f' by mere labour be obtained is too great t6^ 

ly endured j but every man can exot fuch 

as he has upon the works of others ; and he 

whom nature has made weak,, and idlenefs keeps igno- 

Vant^ may yet fupport his vsmity by the name of a 

CU-itick. 

I hope" it will give comfort to great numbers whd 

are paffing through the world in obfcurity, when I 

inform them how eafily diitin£tion may be obtained. 

All the other powers of literature are coy and haughty, 

they mufl be long courted, and at laft are not always 

jgained ; but Criticifm is a goddefs eafy of accefs and 

forward of advance^ who will meet the flow, and en- 

jqourage the timorous ; the want of meaning fhe fup- 

pUes with words, and the want of fpirit fhe recom^ 

jpenfes with malignity. 

^» This profeffion has one recommendation peculiar 

to itfelf, that it gives vent to malignity without 

real mifchief. No genius was ever blafted by the^ 

breath of critickr. The poifon which, if confined^ 

. wojuld have burft the heart, fumes away in empty 

.bifleSy and malice is fet at eafe with very little 

. ^i^jiger to merit. The Critick is the only man whofe 

triumph 
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triumph if iritfaotit andther's* pabi, and whole great* 
ads docs not rife upon another *s tuuu 

To a ftudy atonce fo eafy and fo reputable, fo ma-^ 
licious and fo hannkis, it cannot be necefiary to in- 
i^le my readers by a long or laboured exhortation ; k 
is fuffident, fince all would be Criticks if they could, 
to Ihew by one eminmt example that all can. be Cri«^ 
ticks if they wiH. 

Dick Minim^ after die common courfe of puerile 
itudies, in which he was no great proficient, wag^ 
|)ut an apprentice to a brewer, widi whom he had^ 
lived two years, when his uncle d\ed in the city, and' 
left him a large fortune in the flocks. Dick had* 
for fix months before ufed the company of the lower 
players, of whom he had learned to fcom a trade, 
and, being now at liberty to follow his genius, he 
refolved to be a man of wit and humour. That he^ 
.^might be properly initiated in bis new charader, he. 
^frequented the coflfee-houfes near the theatres, where 
he liflened very diligently, day afta* day, to thofe whor 
talked of language and fentiments, and unities and 
^cataftrophes, till, by flow degrees, he b^an to tlmdc 
that he underflood fomething of the flage, and hoped 
in time to talk himfelf. 

But he did not truft fo much to natural fisigadtj! 

as wholly to negled the help of books. When 

the theatres were fhut, he retired to Richmond witJi 

a few feleft writers, whofc opinions he impreffed 

^upoii'his memory by unwearied diligence 4 and, 

Vhen he returned with other wits to the town, was 

able to tell, in very proper phrafes, that the chief 

Wfinefs of art is to copy nature; that a perfeft 

"writer is not to be exp^ed, becaufo genius do- 

1 ca^s 
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cays as jui%ment increafes ; that the great art h the 
art of blotting; and that, accoriding to the irufe off 
J&racSj efery piece fhouldbe kept nine years. 

Of the great authors he now began to dilplay th&^ 
charafters, laying down as an univerfiil pofition, that 
aH had beauties and defeds. I£s opinion was, that 
Sbakrfpear^ committing himfelf wholly to the impulfe " 
of nature, wanted that corredtnefs . which learning 
would have given him ; and that Jon/on^ trufting.td 
learning, did not fufficiently caft his eye on nature. 
He blamed the Jian%a of Spenfer^ and -could not 
bear the hexameters of Sidn^* Deflhatn ^ni^WaUer 
be held the firft reformers cf Englijh niHnbei*s ; and 
thought that if Waller could have obtained the 
ftrength of Denham^ or Denkam the fweetnfefg of 
Wallerj there had been nothing wanting to coiftpl^ 
a poet* He often exprefied his commiferatfon of ' 
DryderC% poverty, and his indignation at the age 
which fuffered him to write for bread ; he repeated 
with rapture the firft lines of All.for Lcve^ bte 
wonder^ at the corruption of tafte which (ionldl 
bear any thing fo unnatural as rhyming tragedies^ 
In Otway he found uncommon powers of mdvingtfie 
paflions, but was difgufted by his genfera! negMr 
gcnce, and blamed him for making a coiifplrator his'^ 
hero; and never concludSd Ms difquifirion, without^ 
remarking how 'happily tlie found of the clddt h 
made to alarm th^ audience. Southern would have 
been his favourite, but that he mixes comick with 
tragick fcenes, intercepts the natural' courfe of the* 
p^&fibns,' and fills the mind with a wild confufion rf 
riirth ail^^ melancholy. The verfification of Rm^ 
he tfac^^^oo melodious for the ftage, and too little 
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vyried ^ AiS^ent ffitilicMSS* He made it the great 
fault of Congtwi^ that all his pj^fbas weve vits, and . 
that he always wrote with more art than nature. He 
confider^ Cato rather as a poem than a play, and 
allowed AMifm to be the complete mafter of atteo 
gory and grave humour, but paid no great defe»- 
rente to him as a critick. He thought the chief 
merit of Frior was in his eafy tales and lighter 
poemsi though he allowed that his Solomon had many 
noUe fentiments elegantly expreffed. In Swift he , 
difcovered an inimitable vein of irony, and an eail*^ 
n^fe which all would hope and few would attain* , 
P^ he was inclined to degrade from a poet to a 
verfifier, and thought his numbers rather lufciou? 
thw fweet. He often lamented the negleft of 
PkaJra 2md Htppolitus^ and wiflied to fee the ftage 
uader better regi9^tion3« 

Th^e aflfertions paffed commonly uncontradiflbed f - 
and if now and then ah opponent ftarted up, he W38 
quickly repreffed by the fuffrages of the company^ 
and Minim went away from every difpute with elation , 
of heart and increafe of confidence. . , 

Ife now grew confcious of his abilities, and began ^ 
ta talk of the prefent ftate of dramatick poetry;* 
wpnd^ed what was become^ of the comick genius ^ 
which fupplied our anceftors with wit and plealantry, 
and why no writer could be found that durft: now 
v^irture beyond a farce. He faw no reafon for . 
thinking that the v^n of humour was exhaufted, l 
lince we live in a country where liberty fuffers every 
chara^er to fpread itfelf to its utmoft bulk, and 
which therefore. jMToduces more originals than all the 
r^ oC the world together. Of tragedy he con- 
• VoL.VIL R eluded. 
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eluded bufinefs to be the foul^ and yet often hinted 
that love predominates too much upon the modem 
ftage. 

He was now an acknowledged critick, and had his 
own feat in a coffee-houfe, and headed a party in the 
pit. Minim has more vanity than ill-nature, and feU 
dom defires to do much mifchief; he will perhaps 
murmur a little in the ear of him that fits next him, 
but endeavours to influence the audience to favour, 
by clapping when an aftor exclaims, Te gods ! or la- 
ments the mifery of his country. 

By degrees he was admitted to rehearfals ; and many 
of his friends are of opinion, that our prefent poets are ' 
indebted to him for their happieft thoughts j by his 
contrivance the bell was rung twice in Barbarojfa^ and 
by his perfuafion the author of Cleone concluded his 
play without a couplet ; for what can be more abfurd, 
faid Minim, than that part of a play ihould be rhymed, 
and part written in blank verfe ? and by what acquifi- 
tion of faculties is the fpeaker, who never could find 
rhymes before^ enabled to rhyme at the conclufion of 
an ad ? 

He is the great inveftigator of hidden beauties, 
and is particularly delighted when he iinds the 
found an echo to the fenfe. He has read all our 
poets with particular attention to this delicacy o^ 
verfification, and wonders at the fupinenefs with 
which their works have been , hitherto perufed, fo 
that no man has found the found of a drum in this 
diftich : 



«* When pulpit, drum ecclefiaftick, 

« Was beat with fift inftcad of a ftick ;" 



and 
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and that the wonderful lines upon honour and a bub- 
ble have hitherto pafled without notice : 

<* Honour is like the glafly bubble, 
** Which coft philofophcrs fuch trouble ; 
*• Where, one part crack'd, the whole docs fly, 
^ " And wit3 are cnck'd to find out why." 

In thefe verfes, fays Minim^ we have two flriking 
accommodations of the found to the fenfe. It is im- 
poflibleto utter the two lines emphatically without an 
aft like that which they defcribe ; bubble and trouble 
caufing a momentary inflation of the cheeks by the re- 
tention of the breath, which is afterwards forcibly 
emitted, as in the praftice of blowing bubbles. But the 
greateft excellence is in the third line, which is cracked 
in the middle to exprefs a crack, and then (hivers into 
mohofyllables. Yet has this diamond lain neglefted 
with common ftones, and among the innumerable ad- 
mirers of Hudibrasj the obfervation of this fuperlative 
paflage has been referved for the fagacity of Minim. 



R2 
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Numb. 61. Saturday, June 15, 1759. 



TV/f R* Minim had now advanced himfelf to the zenith 
of critical reputation j when he was in the pit, 
every eye in the boxes was fixed upon him j when he 
entered his coffee-houfe, he wa^ furrounded by circles 
of candidates, who paffed their noviciate of literature 
under his tuition : his opinion was afked by all who 
had no opinion of their own, and yet loved to debate 
and decide ; and no compofition was fuppofed to pafs 
in fafety to pofterity, tUl it had been fecured by Minimis 
approbation. 

Minim profeffes great admiration of the wifHom and 
munificence by which the academics of the continent 
were raifed ; and often wiflies for fome ftandard of 
tafte, for fome tribunal, to which merit may appeal 
from caprice, prejudice, and malignity. He has form- 
ed a plan for an academy of criticifm, where every 
work of imagination may be read before it is printed, 
and which fliall authoritatively dire£t the theatres what 
pieces to receive or rejeft, to exclude or to revive. - 

Such an inftitution would, in Dick's opinion, 
fpread the fame of Englijh literature over Europe^ 
and make London the metropolis of elegance and 
politenefs, the place to which the learned and ia- 
genious of all countries would repair for inftrudbn 
and improvement, and where nothing would any 
longer be applauded or endured that was not con- 

I formed 
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formed to the niceft rules, and fmiihed with the 
higheft degance. 

Till fome haj^y conjun&ion of the planets ihall 
difpofe our princes or minifters to make themfelves 
immortal by fuch an academy. Minim contents hinu 
felf to prefide four nights in a week in a critical fociety 
fele&ed by himfelf, where he is heard without contra- 
di£Uon, and whence his judgment b diifeminated thro' 
the great vulgar and the fmall. 

When he is placed in the chair of criticifm, he de- 
clares loudly for the noble fimplicity of our anceftors, 
in oppofition to the petty refinemoits, and ornamental 
luxuriance. Sometimes he is funk in defpair, and 
perceives falfe delicacy daily gaining ground, and 
fomerimes brightens his countenance with a gleam of 
hope, and predifts the revival of the true fublime. 
He then fulminates his loudeft cenfures againft the 
monkifli barbarity of rhyme; bonders how beings 
that pretend to reafon can be pleafed with one line 
always ending like another; tells how unjuftly and 
unnaturally fenfe is Sacrificed to found ; how often 
the beft thoughts are mangled by th? neceffity of con- 
fining or extending them to the dimenfions of a coup- 
let ; and rejoices that genius has, in our days, fhaken 
off the fliackles which had encumbered it fo long. 
Yet he allows that rhyme may fometimes be borne, 
if the lines be often broken, and the paufes judicioufly 
diverfified. 

From blank verfe he makes an eafy tranfition to 
Milton^ whom he produces as an example of the flow 
advance. of lafting reputation. 'Milton is the only 
writer in whofe books Minim can read for ever without 
wearinefs* What caufe it k that cxQxapu this pleafure 

R 3 from 
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from faticty he has long and diligently inquired, and 
believes it to confift in the perpetual variation of the 
numbers, by which the ear is gratified and the atten- 
tion awakened. The lines that are commonly thought 
rugged and unmufical, he conceives to have been 
written to temper the melodious luxury of the reft, or 
to exprefs things by a proper cadence : for he fcarcely 
finds a verfe that has not this favourite beauty; he 
declares that he could fhiver in a hot-houfe when he 
reads that 

" the ground 
** Burns frore, and cold performs th* efFeft of fire ;** 

«nd that, when Milton bewails his blindnefs, the 
verfe, 

** So thick a drop ferene has quench'd thefe orbs," 

has, he knows not how, fomething that ftrikes him 
with an obfcure fenfation like that which he fancies 
would be felt from the found of darknefs. 

Minim is not fo confident of bis rules of judgment 
as not very eagerly to catch new light from the name 
of the' author. He is commonly fo , prudent as to 
fpafe thofe whom he cannot refift, unlefs, as will 
fometimes happen, he finds the publick combined 
againft them. But a frefli pretender to fame he is 
ftrongly inclined to cenfure, till his own honour re- 
quires that he commend him. Till he knows the 
fuccefs of a compofition, he intrenches himfelf in 
general terms ; there are fome new thoughts and 
beautiful paflages, but there is likewife much which 
he would have advifed the author to expunge. He 
has feveral favourite epithets, of which he has never 

fettled 
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fettled the meaning, but which are very commodioufly 
applied to books which he has not read, or cannot un- 
derftand. One is manlyj another is dry^ another y?/^ 
and 2iiiothcr Jlimfy ; fometimes he difcovers delicacy of 
ftyle, and fometimes meets mihjirange exprejftons. 

He is never fo great, or fo happy, as when a youth 
of promifing parts is brought to receiv>e his directions 
for the profecution of , his (ludies. He then puts on a 
very ferious air ; he advifes the pupil to read none but 
the beft authors, and, when he finds one congenial to 
his own mind, to ftudy his beauties, but avoid his 
faults, and, when he fits down to write, to confider 
how his favourite author would think at the prefent 
time on the prefent occafion. He exhorts him to 
catch thofe moments when he finds his thoughts ex- 
panded and his genius exalted, but to take care left 
, imagination hurry him beyond the bounds of nature. 
He holds diligence the mother of fuccefs ; yet enjohis 
him, with great earneftnefs, not to read more than he 
can digeft, and nor to confufe his mind by purfuing 
ftudies of contrary tendencies. He tells him, that 
every man has his genius, and that Cicero could never 
be a poet. The boy retires illuminated, refolves to 
follow his genius, and to think how Milton would 
have thought : and Minim feafts upon his own bene- 
ficence till another day brings another pupil. 
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Numb. 62. Satukday, June 23, 1759. 

To the IDLER. 
SIR, 

A N ofHoion prevails ahnoft univerrally in the imrld^ 
that he who has money has every thing. This 
is not a modern paradox, or the tenet of a ihiaU oad 
obfcure fed, but a perfuafion wbioh appears to faflure 
C)perated upon moft minds in ali ages^ and which ak 
fupported by authorities fo numerous and fo CDgoU:, 
iSsat nothing but long exp^nce could have given me 
confidence to queftion its truth. i^ 

But experience is the tefl: by which all the philafo- 
phers of the prefent age agree, th^ fpeculation ip^ft 
be tried ; a»d I may be tberefoare allowed to doubt .the 
power ^f money, fince I h^ye been a Ic^i^ timei^ch^ im4 
have not yet found that riches can make me happy. 

My father was a farmer neither wealthy moir indigent, 
who gave me. a better education 4han was fuitable (o 
my birth, becaufe my uncle in tl^/city deligned ine 
for his heir, and defired that I nnght be bred a gentle- 
man. My uncle's wealth was the perpetual fubjeft of 
converfialtion £i the houfe ; and when any little mis&r- 
tune befel us, or any mortification dejeded us, n^ 
fuher always exhorted me to hold up my head^ for 
my uncle would never marry. \: cif iJj 

My 
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My uncle^ iodeed, kept hw promife. Having 
Jus mind compl^ely bulled between his warehoufc 
and the 'Change, he felt no tedioufnefs of life, nor 
any want of domeftick amufements. When my fe* 
ther died, he received me kindjy ; but, after a few 
^months, finding no great pleafure in the converfa* 
tion of each other, we parted ; and he remitted me a 
fmall annuity, on which I| lived a quiet and (ludiou$ 
life, without any wifli to grow great by the death of 
my benefador. 

3ut though I never fuffered any malignant impa* 
tknce tcr take/ hold on my nund, I could not fbrbdar 
ibknetimes to imagine to myfelf the pleafure of 
being rich ; and, when I read of div^ions and 
jDAgnificence, refolved to try, when time fbavid jiut 
^e atrial in my power, what pleafure they xmpU 
eafiiord. - 

n-i My unde, in the latter fpnng of hi& life, vAum 
his ruddy cheek and his firm nerves promified him n 
long and healthy age, died of an a{X)plexy« His 
^eath gave m^ neither joy nor forrow* He did me 
gidod, and I regarded him with gradtude ; 4nit I 
could not pteafe him, and therefore could not love 
hiuU ^ : 

pie had the policy of little minds, who love to 
furprize; and, ' havii^ always reprefented his for- 
tmie as lefe than k was, had, i fuppofe^ often grad- 
fied himfelf with thinking, how I fliould be de- 
lighted to find myfelf twice as rich as 1 expeded. 
IVIy wealth was fuch as. exceeded all the Ichemes of 
czpence which I had formed; and I foon began to 
expand my thoughts^ and look round for Ibme pur* 
chafe of felicity. 

The 
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The mod ftriking eflfed of riches is the fplendour 
of drefs, which every man has obferved to enforce 
refped, and facilitate reception ; and my firft deflre 
was to be fine. I fent for a tailor who was em- 
ployed by the nobility, and ordered fuch a fuit of 
clothes as I had often looked on with involuntary 
fubmifHon,. and am afhamed to remember with what 
flutters of expeftation I waited for the hour when 
I fhould iffue forth in all the fplendour of embroi- 
dery. The clothes were brought, and for three 
days I obferved many eyes turned towards me 
as I paflfed : but I felt myfelf obftruded in the 
common intercourfe of civility, by an uiieafy con- 
fcioufnefs of my new appearance; as I thought my- 
felf more obferved, I was more anxious about my 
mien and behaviour ; and the mien which is formed 
by care is commonly ridiculous. A fhort time ac- 
cuAomed me to myfelf, ^d my drefs was without 
pain, and without pleafure. 

For a little while I tried to be a rake, but I 
began too late ; and having by nature no turn for 
a frolick, was in great danger of ending in a 
drunkard, A fever, in which not one of my com- 
panions paid me a vifit, gave me time for reflexion. 
I found that there was no great pleafure in breaking 
windows and lying in the round-houfe ; and re- 
folved to aflbciate no longer with thofe whom, 
though I had treated and bailed them, I could not 
make friends. 

I then changed my meafures, kjept running horfes, 
and had the comfort of feeing my name very often 
in the news. I had a chefnut horfe, the grandfon of 
Cbildcrsj who won four plates, and ten by-matches ; 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



N^62. THE IDLER. 251 

and a bay filly, who carried off the five years' old plate, 
and was expefted to perform much greater exploits, 
when my groom broke her wind, becaufe I happened 
to catch him felling oats for bfeer. This h^ppinfds 
was foon at an end ; there was no pleafure when I 
loft, and when I won I could not much exalt myfelf 
by the virtues of my horfe, I grew afhamed of the 
company of jockey lords, and refolved to fpend no 
more of my time in the ftable. 

It was now known that I had money, and would 
fpend it, and I paffed four months in the company 
of architefts, whofe whole bufinefs was to perfuade 
me to build a houfe. I told them that I had more 
room than I wanted, but could not get rid of thetr 
importunities. A new plan was brought me every 
morning ; till at laft my conftancy was overpowered, 
and I began to build. The happinefs of building 
lafted but a little -while, for though I love to fpend, I 
hate to be cheated ; and I foon found, that to build is 
to be robbed. 

How I proceed in the purfuit of happinefs, you fliall 
hear when I find myfelf difpofed to write. 

I am, SIR, &C. 

Tim. Ranger. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



%$% THE IDtER, l^':6s^ 



^JSvuB. 63, Saturxiay, June SO^ 1759* 

nPHE natural progrefs of the works of rocij is from 
rudenefs tp convemence, from convenience to 
degancc, and from elegance to niciety. 

The firft labour is e^iforced by neceiEty. The fa- 
nge finds himfelf incommoded by he|it ^nd cold, by 
f^ and wind ; he ihelters bimfelf in the hollow of ^ 
f^k, and learns to dig a cave where Ithere was nc^ 
i>cyfore. He finds the iua and the wind eiccWded by 
the thicket ; and wlm^ th« accidents of the chace, or, 
Hm convenience of paftw^get^ lead him into mo^f 
^^pen places^ he iDrnns a ^ickf;t for himielf, by pl^nt- 
u^ Jbkes at pi^oper ^ifta^es, and laying bra^ii^Jiic^ 
frpm one to ainoiihen ; . 

The next gradation of fkill and induflry {irod^QQS {S 
bo«^ clofed With floors, and di\^ded by partif^ons ; 
and apartments are multiplied and 'difppfoi accoirdji]^ 
to the various degrees of power or invention ; imp^ve- 
raent fucceeds improvement, as he that is fi[c;ed frpna 
a greater evil grows impatient of alefs, tiU^^e in 
time is advanced to pleafure. : ^ 

The mind, fet free from the importunities of n^tq^t 
want, gains leifure to go in fearch of fuperfluous g4:a- 
tifications, and adds to the* ufes of habitation the d^^ 
lights of profpeft. Then begins the reign pf fymmet 
try ; orders of architefture are invented, and one pai;t . 
of the edifice is conformed to another, without any 
other rcafon, than that the eye may not be offended.. 

The 
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The paiTage is tery ihort from elegance td luiilry. 
[onick and Corinthian columns arc foon fucceeded hf 
gilt cornices^ iftlaid floors, and petty ornaments^ 
which fliew rather the wealth than the tafte of the 
pofleffor. 

Language proceeds, like every thing elfe, through 
improvement to degeneracy. The roVers who firft 
take pofleffion of a country, having not marty ideas, 
and thofe not nicely modified or difcriminated, were 
contented, if by general terms and abrupt fentences^ 
they could make their thoughts known to one and* 
ther ; as life begins to be more regulated^ atid pro- 
perty to become limited, difputeS muft be decided, 
and claims adjufted; the differences of things zt€ 
noted, and diftinftnefs atid propriety of expreflioi* 
become neceflary. In time, happinefs and plenty 
give rife to curiofity, and the fciences are cuUivatdl' 
for cafe and plcafeire ; to the afts, which are nc\v to 
be taught, emulation foon adds the art of teaching 5 
and the ftudious and ambitious: contend not dnly 
who lhall think beft, but who fhall tell their thoughtsf 
m the mod pleafmg manner. 

Then begin the arts of rhetorick and poetry, the 
regulation of figures, the feleftion of words, the mo- 
dulation of periods, the graces of tranfition, the com- 
plication of claufes, and all the delicacies of ftyle and 
fiibtiWes of compofition, ufeful while they advance 
perfpicuity, and laudable while they increafe pleafure, 
but cafy to be refined by needlefs fcrupulofity till they 
(hall more embarrafs the writer than alEft the reader 
or delight him. 

The firft ftate is commonly antecedent to th^ 
practice of writing ; the ignorant effays of im* 

perfeft 
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perfed didion pafs away with the favage genera- 
tion that uttered them. No nation can trace their 
language beyond the fecond period, and even of 
that it does not often happen that many monuments 
remain. 

The fate of the Englijh tongue is like that of 
others. We know ilothing of the fcanty jargon of 
our barbarous anceftors ; but we have fpecimens of 
oiir language when it began to be adapted to civil 
ind rehgious purpofes, and [find it, fuch as might 
naturally be expefted, artleft and fimple, uncon- 
nefted and concife. The writers feem to have de- 
fired little more than to be underftood, and perhaps 
feldoiil afpired to the praife of pleafmgi Their 
verfes were confidered chiefly as memorial, and 
therefore did not differ from profe but by the mea- 
fure or the rhyme; 

' In this (late, varied a little according to the differ- 
ent purpofes or abilities of writers^ our language may 
be faid to have continued to the time of Gower^ whom 
Chaucer calls his mafter, and who, however obfcured 
by his fcholar*s popularity, feemsjuftly to claim the 
honour which has been hitherto denied him, of (hew- 
ing his countrymen that fomethiiig more was to be 
defired, and that Englijh verfe might be exalted into 
poetry. 

From the time of Gower and Chaucer^ the Englijh 
writers have ftudied elegance, and advanced their 
language, by fucceffive improvements, to as much 
harmony as it can eafily receive, and as much co- 
pioufnefs as human knowledge has hitherto re- 
quired. Thefe advances have not been made at 
all times with the fame diligence or the fame fuc- 

cefs. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



N*64. THE IDLER. ^SS 

cefs. Negligence has fufpended the courfe of im- 
provement, or aflfeftation turned it afide ; time bu 
elapfed with little change, or change has been made 
without amendment. But elegapce has been long 
kept in view with attention as near to conftancy as 
life permits, till every man now endeavours to excel 
others in accuracy, or outfliine them in fplendour of 
ftyle, and the danger is, left care fhould too foon pa& 
to afiedation. 



Numb. 64. Saturday, JulyT^ I15d. 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

A S nature has made every man defirous of hap- 
•^ pinefs, I flatter myfelf, that you and your readers 
cannot but feel fome curiofity to know the fequel of 
my ftory j for though, by trying the different fchemes 
of pleafure, I have yet found nothing in which I could 
finally acquiefce; yet the narrative of my attempts 
will not be wholly without ufe, fince we always ap- 
proach nearer to truth as we detect more and more 
varieties of error. 

When I had fold my racers, and put the orders 
of architecture out of my head, my next refolution 
was to be a Jine gentleman. I frequented the polite 
coffee-houfes, grew acquainted with all the men of 
humour, and gained the right of bowing familiarly 

to 
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to half the nckSBtf. In tbli ndw (cant gI life toy 
great labour was to learn to laugb. I had been 
nfed to coniider laughter k$^ the efidd of meni* 
ment; but I foon learned that it k one of the arts 
ipf adulation, and, from Ikughtng only to flie^ that 
I was pleafed^ I now began to laugh when I IrHflied 
to> pleafe. This was at firfl very difficiik. I f(nne« 
times heard the ftory with dull indifierence^ and^ 
hot ekalting myfelf to merriment by due grada- 
tions, burft out fuddenly into an awkward noife, 
which was not always favourably interpreted. Some- 
times I was behind the reft of the company, and 
loft the grace of laughing by delay, and fometimes, 
when 1 began al the right time, was deficient in 
loudnefs or in length. But, by diligent imitarion of 
the beft modiels, I attained at laft fuch flexibility of 
mufcles, that 1 was always a welcome auditor of a 
ftory, and got the reputation of a good-natured 
feliowi 

This was fomething ; but much more was to be 
dcJne, that I might be univerfally allowed to be a fine 
gentleman. I appeared at court on all publick days j 
betted at gaming tables ; and played at all the routs 
of eminence. I went every night to the opera, took 
a fiddler of difputed merit under my proteftion, became 
the head of a mufical fa&ion, and had fometimes 
concerts at my own houfe. I once thought to have 
attained the higheft rank of elegance, by taking a fo- 
reign finger into keeping. But my favourite fiddler 
coMrived to ,be arrefted on the night of a concert, for 
a finer fuit of clothes than I had ever prefumed to 
wear, and I loft all the fame of patronage by refufing 
to bail him* 

My 
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My nexl Mibition was to fit for my pid^re. h 
fpcat a whole winter in going from painter to 
painter, to befpeak a whole length of one, and a 
half length of another; I talked of nothing but 
attitudes, draperies, and proper lights ; took my 
friends to fee the piftures after every fitting ; heard 
every day of a wonderful performer in crayons and 
miniature, and fent my piftures to be copied ; was 
told by the judges that they were not like, and was 
recommended to , other artifts. At length, being 
not able to pleafe my friends, I grew lefs pleafed 
myfclf, and ' at laft refolved to think no more 
about it. 

' It was impoffible to live in total idlencfs : and, 
wandering about in fearch of fomething to do, I 
W^ invited to a weekly meeting of virtuofos, and 
felt myfelf inftantaneoufly feized with an unex- 
tinguifhable ardour for all natural curiofities. I 
ran from audtion to auftion, became a critick in 
Ihells and foffils, bought a Horius ftccus of inefti- 
mable value, and purchafed a fecret art of pre- 
fervingv inlefts, which made my colleftion the envy / 
of the other philofophers. I found this pleafure 
mingled with much vexation. All the faults of 
my life were for nine months circulated through the 
town with the mod' aftive malignity, becaufe i "^v^N' 
happened to catch' a moth of peculiar variegation; ' 

and becaufe I once out-bid all the lovers of (hells 
and carried off a nautilus, it was hinted that the 
validity of my uncle's will ought to be difputed. 
I will n6t deny that I was very proud both of 
tl^e moth and of the fhell, and gratified myfetf 
Vol. VII. S with 
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with the mvx^f my compankms, perhapft more 
than became a benevolent being. But in time I 
grew weary of being bated for that which produced 
no advantage, gave my flielb to children that wanted 
play-things, and fuppreflfed the art of drying butter- 
flies, becaufe I would not tempt idlene& and cruelty 
to kill them. 

I now began to feel life tedious, and wifhed to 
ftore myfelf with friends, with whom I might 
grow old in the interchange of benevolence. I 
had obferved that popularity was moft eafily gained 
by an open table, and therefore hired a French 
cook, fumifhed my fideboard with great ma^* 
ficence, filled my cellar with wines of pompous 
appellations, bought every thing that was dear 
before it was good, and invited all thofe who 
were moft famous for judging of a dinner. In 
three weeks my cook gave me warning, and, upon 
inquiry, told me that Lord ^eafy^ who dined 
with me the day brfore, had fent him an offer of 
double wages. My pride prevailed; I rair<^d his 
wages, and invited lids k>rdfiup to another feaft. 
I love plain meat, and was therefore foon w^ary 
of fpreading a table of which I could not par- 
take. I found that my guefts, when they went 
away, criticifed their entertainment^ and cen- 
fured my profufion; my cook thought himfelf 
neceflary, and took upon him the dire£Hon of 
the houfe; and I could not rid myfelf of flat- 
terers, or break from Havery, but by ihutting up 
my houfe^ and declaring my refolutioQ to live in 
lodgings* 

Ahtt 
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After idl fiil8, idi me, dear Idtir^ what t flmft do 
MMi I have bealcfa, Iteiye mon^, and I bope tlw I 
imve and^andiiig ; yet, vnsk aU thefe, I have never 
been able 1o fiafs a ikgle day which I did not vifli at 
an end before fun-fet* Tell me, dear Idkr^ what I 
(hsdl do. I am 

Your humble Servant, 

Tim. Ranger* 



Numb. €5. Satur^dat, Juli/ 14, 175$. 



TPHE fequd of Clartndm'^ b^ory, at laft happly 
^ publiflied, is an (tcoefEon to Engl^h litcarature 
equally ^eeable to the admirers of elegance and the 
lovers of truth ; many daubl&l fa£b may now be a£- 
certa^hied, and many qneftidns, after long debate,' may 
be determined by decsliive authority. Heth&t recori^ 
"^H:an&fii6ns ^iti which faimfelf was engaged, hat not 
tmly 'anr iop^iortunity of ^knowing innumei^e parti- 
eultrs 'Which efcape Tp^S^ators, toat haa his niitqral 
^powers exalted by thitt^ardourwhidi always rifes at 
{the rifcnembirance of our own importance, 2^nd by 
which ,&mrfjomL is^enahled to relate im omu adioiis 
better than another's. 
f i S 2 The 
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. The difficulties through which this x^iOrk has ftrug* 
gled into light, and the delays -with wluch our hopes 
have been long mocked, naturally lead the mind to 
the confideration of iht common fete of pc^humous 
compofitions* 

He who fees himfelf furrounded by admirers^ and 
whofe vanity is hourly feafted with all the luxuries of 
iludied praife, is eafily perfuaded that his influence 
will be extended beyond his life j that they who cringe 
in his prefence will reverence his memory ; and that 
thofe who are proud to be numbered among his friends^ 
will endeavour to vindicate his choice by zeal for his 
xeputation. 

With hopes tike thefe, to the executors of Swift 
was committed the hiftory of the laft years of Queen 
Anne ; and to thofe of Pope^ the works which remained 
unprinted in his clofet^ , The performances of Pope 
were burnt by thofe whom he had perhaps feledled 
from all mankind as moft likely to publifh them ; and 
the hiftoiy had iike^ife periftfed, had not a ftraggling 
tranfcript fallen mto bufy hands. 

The papers left in the clofet of Piefefc fupplied his 
heirs with a whole winter's fuel ; and many of the 
labours of the learned Biftop Lloyd vfstt confumed 
in the kitchen of his defcendants. ' 

Some works, indeed, have efcaped total deftruc- 
tion, but yet have had reafon to lament die fate of 
orphans expofed to the frauds of unfaithfal guar- 
dians. How Hale would have borne the mutilations 
which his Pleas of the Crown have fufered- from 
the editor, they who know his character, will eafily 
conceive. 

The 
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The original copy of Burnefs hiftory, though 
promifed to fipmp publick * library, has been never, 
given ; and who then can prove the fidelity of the 
publi<^tioQ, when the authenticity . of Clarendon* s, 
hiftory, though printed with the fandtion of onQ of 
the firft univerftties of the \yorld, had not an unex^* 
peded manufcript been happily difcoverqd, \YOuld* 
with the help of faOious credulity, have been brought 
into (^ueftion by the two loweft of all human beiiigs,^, 
a. fcribj>ler for a party^ and a commiiHoner.t of 

ex<;jf«t- . ^ 

Vanity is often no lefs mifchieyous than n^ligence 
or diflionefty. He that poffeffes a valuable n^anu- 
fcript, hopes to raife its ef^em by concealment^ m^ 
delights in the diftindion which he imagine9 himfelf 
to obtain by keeping th^ key of a treafurp which h^ 
neither ufes nor iipparts. From him it falls, to, foma 
Qther owner, lefs vain but i^ore negligCRt, who con-. 
iiders it as ufelefs lumber, an4 ri4s himfelf pf the in^^ 
cumbrance, • , , , . 

Yet there are fome works which the authors mufl 
confign \inpubliflied to pofterity, however uncertain 
be the event, however hopelefs be the truft. He that 
writes the hiftory of his own times, if he adhere ftea- 
dily to truth, will write that which his own times will 
not eafily endure. He muft be content to repofite 
his book till all private paflions fliall ceafe, and love 
and hatred give way to curiofity, 

* It would be proper to repofite, in fome publick place, the 
manufcript of Clarendon^ which has not efcaped all fufpicion of 
unfaithful publication.^ 

f John Oldmixon and George Ducket. See a more particular 
hiftory of this paper in Vol.33 of the British Essayists, 
Pref, to Idler, p. 11, C. 

S3 But 
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But many kave the hbomY of half didr fife to 
Aar executors and to chance, becaufe they will not 
fend them abroad unfiniihed, and are unaUe to finiii 
Ihem, haying prefcribed to themfehres fuch & d^ree 
tf exadneft as human diligence cxa fearcdy attain. 
Lloydj fays Burnet^ did nrt lay out bis learning with the 
fame diligence as he laid it in. He was alwap hefitat- 
ibg and enquirmg, raifing objedions and removing 
them, and waiting for clearer fight and fuller difcovery. 
Baker J after many years paffid in Inogrkphy, left his 
manufcripts to be buried in a t&rary, becaufe tteit was 
imperfed which could never be perfeded. 

Of thefe learned men, let &ofe who aff^re to the 
ismt ptaife hnitate the difigence, and avc»d the ferupu- 
lofity. Let it be dways remembered diat life is fliort, 
that knowledge Is endlefs, and that many doubts de^ 
ferve not to be cleared. Let thofe whom natture and 
ftudy have quaUfied to teach mankmd, tell us what 
they have teamed while they are yet able to tell \t^ 
and tnilt their reputation only to tbemfdves.' 
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Numb. 66. S at vnD ay j July 21, 1759. 

"\J0 complaint is more frequently repeated among 
the learned, than that of the wafte made by time 
among the labours of antiquity. Of thofe who once 
filled the civilized world with their renown, nothing 
is now left but their names, which are left only to 
raife defires that never can be fatisficd, and forrow 
which never can be comforted. 

Had all the writings of the ancients been fiaithfuUy 
delivered down from age to age, had the Alexandrian 
library been fpared, antd the Palatine repofitories re- 
mained unimpaired, how much might we have known 
of which we are now doomed to be ignorant ! how 
many laborious inquiries, and dark conjectures ; hqw 
manycolladons,of l()roken hints. and iputilafed paflages 
might have been fpared ! We fliould have known the 
fucceffions of princes, the revolutions of empires, the 
aftions of the great, and opinions of the wife, the laws 
and conflitutions of every ilate, and the arts by which 
publick grandeur and happinefs are acquired and pre- 
ferved ; we fhould have traced the progrefs of life, 
feen colonies from diftant regions take pofleifion of 
European deferts, and troops of favages fettled into 
communities by the defire of keeping what they had 
acquired j we ihould have traced the gradations of ci- 
vility, and travelled upward to the original of things by 
the light of hiftory, till in remoter times it had glim, 
mered in fable, and at lafl: funk into darknefs. 

S4 If 
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If the worfcs of imaginarion had been lefs diminifh- 
ed, it is likely that all future times might have been 
fupplied with inexhauftible amufement by the fidions 
of antiquity. The tragedies of Sophocles said Euripides 
would all have (hewn the ftronger paffions in all their 
diverfities; and the comedies of Menander would 
IuM^6.fumi(hed all the maxipis of domeftick life. No-* 
diing woul4 have been neceflary to moral wifdom but 
to have ftudied thefe great- matters, whofe knowledge 
would h^y^ guided dcxubt, and whofe aulthority would 
havje filenc^d cavils. 

Such;^e the thoughts that rife in every ftudent, 
when his curiofity is eluded, and his fearches are 
frui^Kated; yet it may perhaps be doubted, whether 
our complaints are not fometimes inconfiderate, and 
whether we do not imagine ?iore evil, than we feel. 
Of the ancients, enough i;emains to excite our emu- 
lation , and. , dired our endeavours. Many of the 
works which time has left us, we know to have been 
thofe that were moft efteemed, and which antiquity 
itffelf confidered as models ; fo that, having the ori* 
ginals, we may without much regret lofe the imita- 
tions. The obfcurity which the want of contem- 
porary writers often produces, only darkens fmglc 
paflages, and thofe commonly of flight importance. 
The general tendency of every piece may be known ; 
and, thopgh that diligence deferves praife which leaves 
nothing unexamined, yet its mifcarriages are not 
much to be lamented ; for the moft ufeful truths are 
always univerial, and unconneded with accidents and 
cuftoms. 

Such is the general confpiracy of human nature 
agamft contemporary merit, tbitt, if we had inherited 

from 
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from antiqiuty enough to aflford employment for the 
laborious, and amufement for the idle, I know not 
what room would have been left for modem genius 
or modem induftry; almoft every fubjed would 
have been pre-occupied, and every ftyle would have 
been fixed by a precedent from which few would have 
ventured to depart. Every writer would have had a 
rival, whofe fuperiority was already acknowledged, 
and to whofe fame his work would, even before it 
was feen, be marked out for a facrlfice. ^ 

We fee how little the united experience of mankind 
hath been able to add to the heroick charafters dif- 
played by Honker y and how few incidents the fertile 
imagination of modem Italy has yet produced, which 
may not be found in the Iliad and Odyjfey. It is like- 
iy, that if all the works of the Athenian philofopherj 
had been extant, Malbranche and Locke would have 
been condemned to be filent readers of the ancient 
metaphyficians ; and it is apparent, that, if the old 
writers had all remained, the Idler could not have 
written ^ difquifition on the lofs. 
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Numb. 67. Saturdatj July 28, 1759. 

To the IDLER. 
SIR, 

TN the obfervarions which you have made on the 
* various opmions and purfuits of mankind, you 
muft often, in literary converfations, have met with 
men who confider diffipatioh as the great enemy of the 
Jntelled ; and maintain, that, in proportion as the fti(« 
dent keeps himfelf within the bounds of a fettled plan, 
he will more certainly advance in fcience. 

This opinion is, perhaps, generally true ; yet when 
we contemplate the inquifitive nature of the human 
mind, and its perpetual impatience of all reftraint, it 
may be doubted whether the faculties may not be 
contrafted by confining the attention j and wheth^ 
it may not fometimes be proper to rifque the certamty 
of little for the chance of much. AcquiHtions of 
knowledge, like blazes of genius, are often fortuitous. 
Thofe who had propoJfed to themfelves -a methodical 
courfe of reading, light by accident on a new book, 
which feizes their thoughts and kindles their curiofity, 
and opens an unexpeded profpeft, .to which the way 
which they had prefcribed to themfelves would never 
,have conduced them. , 

To enforce and illuftrate my meaning, I have fent 
you a journal of three days* employment, fouivi 

among 
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among the papers of a late intimate acquaintance; 
who, as will plainly appear, wa^ a man of vail defigns, 
an^ of vaft performances, though he fomedmes de- 
ligned one thing, and performed another. I allow 
that the Spedator^s inimitable produdions of this kind 
may well difcourage all fubfequent joumalifts ; but, 
as the fubjed of this is different from that of any 
which the SpeHator has given us, I leave it to you to 
publifh or fupprefs it, 

Mem. The following three days I purpofe (o 
l^ve up to reading ; and mtend, after all the delays 
which have obtruded themfelves upon me, to finifh 
my Effay m the Extent of the Mental Powers ; to re- 
sile my Treatife on Logick ; to begin the Epiek which 
I have long projefted j to proceed in my perufal of 
the Scriptures \rith Grt^im^s Comment ; and at my 
kifure to regale myfelf with the works of claflicks, 
ancient and modem, and to finifh my Ode to AJircr 
isonvj. 

Monday.li Defigned to rife at fix, but, by my fer- 
vaht's lazitiefs, my fire was not lighted before eighty 
when I dropped intoaflumber that lafted till nine; 
at which time I arofe, and, after breakfaft, at ten fat 
down to ftudy, purpofing to begin upon my Ejfay ; 
But, finding occafion to cofifult a pafTage in Plato^ 
was ablbrbed hi the perufal of the Republick till 
twelve. I had negleSed'to forbid company, and 
XK)w enters Tom Carelefs^ who^ after half an hour*a 
chat, infifted tipon my going^*with him to enjoy 
an abfurd chara&er, that he had appointed, by an 
advertifisment, to meet him at a particular coffee* 
koofe. After W€ had for fomie time entertained our- 

felves 
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felves with him, we fallied out, del^gning each to 
repair to his home ; but, as it fell out, coming up 
in the ftreet to a man whofe fteel by his . fide declaiscd 
him a butcher, we overheard him opening an ad* 
drefs to a genteelifli fort of young Lady, whom he 
walked with: " Mifs, though your father is maftef 
♦' of a coal-lighter, and you will be a great fortune^ 
^^ 'tis true; yet I yaffx I may be cut into quarter* 
** if it is not only love, and not lucre of gain, tha^ 
** is my motive for offering terms of marriage.*' As 
this lover proceeded in his fpeech, he mifled u^ the 
length of three ftreets, in adnuration at the unlimite(| 
power of the tender pafEon, that could foften even 
the heart of a butcher. We then adjourned to a 
tavern, and from thence to one of the publicfc 
gardens, where I was regaled with a mod amufmg 
variety of men poffeffing great talents, fo difcoloured 
by affeftation, that they only made them eminently 
ridiculous ; fhallow things, who, by continual dif- 
fipation, had annihilated the few ideas nature had 
given them, and yet were celebrated for wonderful 
pretty gentlemen; young ladies extolled for theij? 
wit, becaufe they were handfome; illiterate empty 
women as well as men, in high life, admired 
for their knowledge, from their being refolutely 
pofitive ; and women of real underftanding, fo far 
from pleafing the polite million, that they fright- 
ened them away, and were left folitary. When we 
quitted this entertaining fcene, Tom preffed me ir- 
refiftibly to fup with him. I reached home at 
twelve, and then refleaed that, though indeed I 
had, by remarking various charafters, improved my 
iAfight into human nature, yet ftill I had negleSed 

th^ 
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the ftudles propofed, and accordingly took up my 
Treattfe on Logick^ to give it the intended revifal, biit 
found my fpirits too much agitated, and could not 
forbear a few fatirical lines^ under the title of The 
Evening^ s Walk. 

Tue/dayJ} At breakfaft, feeing my Ode to AJiro^ 
nomy lying on my delk, I was ftruck with a train of 
ideas, that I thought might contribute to its im- 
provement. I immediately rang my bell to forbid 
all vifitants, when my fervant opened the door, 
with, '* Sir, Mr. Jeffery Gape.*^ My cup dropped 
out of one hand, and my poem out of the other. I 
could fcarcely aik him to fit ; he told me he was going 
to walk, but, as there was a likelihood of rain, he 
would fit with me; he laid, he intended at firft to 
have called at Mr. Vacant ^ but, as he had not feen 
me a great while, he did not mind coming out of 
his way to wait on me; I made him a bow, but 
thanks for the favour ftuck in my throat. 1 alked 
him, if he had been to the coffee-houfe ? he replied, 
two hours. 

Under the oppreiEon of this dull interruption, I 
fat looking wifhfuUy at the clock ; for which, to in- 
creafe my fatisfaftion, I had chofen the infoription. 
Art is., long J and life is jhort ; exchanging qdeftion^ 
and anfwers at long intervals, and not without fome 
hints that the weather-glafs promifed fair weather. 
At half an hour after three he told me he would 
trefpafe on me for a dinner, and defired me to fend 
to his houfe for a bundle of papers, about inclofing 
a common upon his eftate, which he would read tq 
me in the evening. I declared myfelf bufy, and 



Mr. Gape vifent away. 
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Having dinedy to compole my ciiagrtA I topfa 
up Virgil^ and fev«ial other clafficks^ but could rot 
calm my mind, or fu-oceed in my fcheme. At 
about five I laid my hand on a Bibk that lay on my 
table, at firft with coldnefs and infimfibifity ; but 
was imperceptibly engaged in a clofe attention to its 
fublime morality, and fek my heart expanded by 
warm philaiithropy, and exalted io dignity of kxiii' 
mcmu I then cenfured my too great iblidtude, and 
my difguft conceived at my acquaintance, who had 
been fo far from defigning to oiend, that he <mly 
meant to ihew kindnefs and refped. In this ftrain 
of mind 1 wrote An EJay en Benevolence^ and jin 
Elegy on Sublunary Difafpoinfmenti. When I had 
fini(hed thefe, at eleven, I fupped, and recoUeded 
how little I had adhered to my plan, and almoft 
queflioned the poffibility of purfuing any fettled and 
uniform defign j however, I was not fo far perfuaded 
of the truth of thefe fu^eftions, but that I refolved 
to try once more at my fcheme. As I ol^erved the 
moon ihining through my window, from a calm and 
bright iky fpangled with innumerable flars, I in. 
dulged a pleafing meditation on the fplendid fcene, 
and fjniihed my Ode to AJirommy. 

Wednefday.'\ Rofe at feven, and employed three 
hours in perufal of the Scriptures with Grotius^s Com^ 
ment ; and after breakfaft fell into meditation con- 
ceming my projeded Epick ; and being in fome doubt 
as to the particular lives of fome heroes, vidiom I 
propofed to celebrate, I confuked Boyle and Moreri^ 
and vi^s engaged two hours in examining various 
Hves smd ctuira£lers, but then refolved to go to my 
employment* When I was feated at my defl^ and 

2 began 
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began to feel the glowing fuccefGon of poetical ideas^ 
my fervant brought me a letter firom a lawyer, reqtiity 
ing my inftant attendance at Gray*s Inn for hsdf an 
hcHir, I went full of vexation, and was involved in 
bufinels till eight at. night ; and then, bemg too much 
&tigued to ftudy, fupped> and went to bed. 

H£itE my friend's journal concludes, which perhapi 
is pretty much a pifture of the manner in which many 
profecute thdbr fiudies* I thetefore relbived to fend 
it you, imagining,, that, if y<^ think it worthy dF ap- 
pearing in your pap^, fbme of your readers may re- 
ceive entertainment by recognifing a refemblance be- 
tweai my* friend's condud and their own. It mad be 
left to the Idler accurately to aicertain the proper me- 
thods of advancing in literature; but this onepofition, 
Reducible from what has been faid above, may, I think^ 
be reafonaUy aflerted, that he who finds himfidf 
ftrongly attracted to any particular ftud?>', though it may 
happen to be out of his propofed fcheme, if it is not 
triflkig or vicious, had better continue his applicaticm 
to it, fmce it is likely that be will, with much mcnre 
eafe and expedition, attain that which a warm inclina- 
tion ftimulates him to purfue, than that at which a 
prefcribed law compels him to toil. 

I am, &c. * 

I * Beiraet Langton, Efq. was the author of this paper; in. 
which he evidently had in his eye the relblutions and interruptiona 
of his friend the Idler. C- 
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NiTMp* 68. Saturday, Augii/i4iy ItBQ. 



AMONG the ftudies which have excrcifed the in- 1 
genious and the learned for more than three ceai- 
tiiries, none has teen more diligently or more fuccefft 
fully cultivated than the art of tranflation ; by which 
the impediments which bar the way to fcierice are, in 
fome meafure, removed, and the multiplicity of l?in- - 
gjliages become lefs incommodious. 

' t){ 'every other kind of writing the ancients have ^ 
left, us 'models, which all fuceeeding ages have laboured 
to imitate; but tranflation may juftly be claimed by,, 
the moderns as their own* In the firft ages of tK«? j 
World inftrudioli was commonly oral, and learnings 
traditional, and what was not written could not be 
tranflated. When atphabetical writing made the con-jj 
veyance of opinions, and the tranfmiffioi) a( ^y^s^^^ 
more eafy and certain, literature . did XK)t flou^^igi^j 
more than one country at once, or diftant nations had 
little commerce with each other ; and thofefew whonji , 
curiofity fent abroad in queft of improvement, dcliyered^j 
their acquifitions in their own' manner, 4efiroys.per-.j. 
haps to be confidered as the inventors of that wbicli 
they had learned from others. , *" ,. t 

: The Greeks for a time travelled ^^to JS>y^/p,,^j^u 
they tranflated no books from the Egyptian k^guagf ; 

and 
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and when the Macedonians had overthrown the empire 
of Perji^^ the countries that became fubjed to Grecian 
dominion ftudied only the Grecian literature. The 
books of the conquered nations, if they had any among 
them, fimk into oblivion ; Greece confidered herfelf as 
the miftrefs, if not as the parent of arts j her language 
contained all that was fuppofed to be known ; and, ex« 
cept the facred writings of the Old Teftament, I know 
not thpt the library of Alexandria adopted any thing 
from a foreign tongUe. 

The Romans confeffed themfelves the fcholars of 
the Greeks^ and do not appear to have expefl:ed, 
what has fince happened, that the ignorance of fuc- 
ceeding ages would prefer them to their teachers. 
Every man, who in Rome afpired to the praife of li- 
terature, thought it neceffary to learn Greeks and 
had no need of verfions when they could ftudy the 
originals. Tranflation, however, was not wholly 
negledled. Dramatick poems could be underftood 
by the people in no language but their own, and 
the Romans were fometimes entertained with the 
tragedies of Euripides^ and the coipedies of Menander. 
Other works were fometimes attempted ; in an old 
fcholiafl: there is mention of a Latin Iliad; and we 
have not wholly loft Tullf^ verfion of the poem of 
jtratus; but it does not appear that any man grew 
eminent by interpreting another, and perhaps it was 
more frequent to tranflate for exercife or amufement, 
than for fame. 

The Arabs were the firft nation who felt the ar- 
dour of tranflation: when they had fubdued the 
eaftem provinces of the Greek empire, they found 

Vol. Vn. T their 
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their capdves wifer than themfdves, and made l^fte 
to reKeve their waats by imparled kiwwkdge* TJ^y 
difcovercd that many might grow vnk by the labour 
cf a.fewy and that improvements might be ma<i9 
»fithfpeed, when they had the knowledge of fofiBct 
ag^ in then: own language. They therefore made 
hafte to lafy hold on niedicine and pbiloib^y^and 
turned their chief authors into Arabkk*' 'Whether 
they attempted the poets is not known ; their literary 
zeal was vehement, biit it was fhort, and probably 
expired before they liad time to add the arta of ele- 
gance to thofe of neceflity. 

iTie ftudy of ancient literature was interrapted in 
Europe by the irruption of the Northern nations, wjio 
fubverted xht Roman empire, and erefted newltmg- 
doms with new languages. It is not ftrange, that 
fuch confufion fliould fuipend literary attentiBif; 
ttioie who loft, and thofe who gained dominion, \kwSL 
imntediate difficulties to encounter, an4 immediate 
miferies to redrefs, and had little leiiurec^ amidfttbe 
violence of war, the trq>idation of flight, the diftrefi^ 
of forced migratbft^ or the tumults of imfetdcdion- 
queft,^ to inquire .after fpeculatiTe truths tQf:c|ijoy» Ae 
amufement of imaginary adventurism td.fcn^vtlte 
liiftory of former ages, or iludy the eveim of tiiy 
•other lives. But no fooner had this chaba^rft Aomi- 
nioa funk into order, tliaa learning began ag^oci &> 
Jcxirifh in the calm of peace. When. M6 aiKi>p[p|Gd*- 
,fionsr were fecure, convenience and ec^yiDent weare 
foon fought,' karmng^twaa found the h^eftgita^^ 
catiqaof the imnd, ^dtraiiflatiQinrbeaine tme of the 
:4nettuby^hich it i«i^ imparted^^ ; t !nu o.v v.rt: 



ii i*v 
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At laft, by a concurrence of many caufes, the Eu- 
ropean world was rouzed from its kthargy ; thoie arts 
vAndi had been long obfcurely fludied in the gloom 
<>f monaft^ies, became the general favourites of man- 
kmd ; ehrery nation vied with its neighbour for the 
prite of l«iming ; the epidemical emulation fpread 
£rom (buth to north, and curiofity and tranilation found 
their way to Britain. 



Numb. 69. Saturday, Auguft 11, 1759. 

,TLTE that reviews the jwogrefs of EngUJh literature, 

^ will find that tranilation was very early cultivated 

among us ; but that fome principles,' either wholly 

erroneous or too far extended, hindered our fuc^efs 

it^m being always equal to our diligence. 

- Chaucer^ who is generally coniidered as the father 

:x>i our poetry, has left 2^ verfion of Boetius on the Com^ 

forts rf Phibfopby^ the book which feems to have been 

vche &vooriteof the middle ages, which had been tranf- 

lated into Saxan by £ang Alfred^ and illuftrated with 

a copious comment afcribed to Aquinas* It may be 

liippofed that Cbaucer would apply more than com- 

xaon attentbn to an author of fo much celd)rity, yet 

tiehas attempted n<Ah2ng higher than a verfion Itridly 

^literaVand has degraded ti^e poetical parts to profe^ 

that the conftraint pf verf^ficatioii nught not ola^iid 

* liis zeal for fidelity*. 

^ Ta CaxtM 
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Caxton taught us typography about the year 1474* 
The firft book printed in Englijh was a tranflation, 
Caxton was both the tranflator and printer of the 
DeJlruSlion of Troje; a book which, in that infancy 
of learning, was confidered as the beft account oi 
the fabulous ages, and which, though now driven 
out of notice by authors of no greater ufe or value, 
ftill continued to be, read in CaxtorCs Englijh to the 
beginning of the prefent century. 

Caxton proceeded as he began, and, except the 
poems of Gower and Chaucer ^ printed nothing but 
tranilations from the French ^ in which the ori^al is 
fo fcrupuloufly followed, that they afford us little 
knowledge of our own language j though the words 
are EngliJh^ the phrafe is foreign. 

As learning advanced, new works were adoptod 
into our language, but I think with little improve- 
ment of the art of tranflation, though foreign na- 
tions and other languages offered us mojdeU of a 
better method ; till, in the age oi Elizabeth^ we.b^gan 
to find that greater liberty was neceffary to ele^ncef 
and that elegance •M-as neceffary to general recep- 
tion ; feme effays- were then made, upon the^ fialian 
poets, which deferve the praife and gratitu^ cif 
pofterity* 

But the ©Id practice was not fuddejaly fbrf?w^w ; 
Holland filled the nation with literal tranflatijjjji^i^ ^nd, 
what is yet more fti'ange, the feme exaftni^ w?^ 
obftinately pradlifed in the verfions of tl^e ppets. 
This abfurd labour of conftruing. into, rhyi|^^ Wjis 
countenanced by Jonfon in his verfion of Horace;, and 
whether it be that more men have learning than ge- 
nius, or that the endeavours of that time were more 
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direded towards knowledge than delight, the ac- 
curacy of Jonfon found more imitators than the elct 
gance of Fairfax; and May^ Sandys^ and Holiday^ 
confined themfelves to the toil of rendering line for 
line, not indeed with equal felicity, for May and 
Sandys were poets, and Holiday only a fcholar and a 
critick. 

Fdtham appears to confider it as the eftabliflhed 
law of poetical tranflation, that the lines fliould be 
neither more nor fewer than thofe of the original ; 
and fo long had this prejudice prevailed, that Den^ 
bam praifes Fenjhaw^ verfion of Guarini as the ex- 
ample of a new and noble way, as the firft attempt to 
break the boundaries of cuftora, and aflfert the natural 
freedom of the Mufe. 

In the general emulation of wit and genius which 
tfife feftivity of the R'eftoration produced, the poets 
fiibbk off their conftraint, and confidered tranflation 
^^^ no^ longer confined to fervile clofenefs. But re- 
formation is feldom the work of pure virtue or un- 
aflifted re?ifon. Tranflation was improved more by 
accident than conviftion. The writers of the forie- 
going 2tge had at leaft learning equal to their genius ; 
and being often more able to explain th^ fentiments or 
illuftrate the allufions of the ancients, than to exhibit 
their graces and transfufe their fpirit, were perhaps 
willing fometimes to conceal their want* of poetry by 
profufion of literature, and therefore tranflated 
literally, that their fidelity might flielter their infi- 
pidity or harflmefs. The wits of Charleses time had 
feldom more than flight and fuperficial views ; arid 
their care was to hide their want of learning behind 

T3 the 
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the colours of a gay imagination j they therefore trans- 
lated always with freedom, fometimes with licentiouf- 
nefs, and perhaps expeded that their readers ihould 
accept fprightlinefs for knowledge, and confider igno- 
rance and miftake as the impatience and negligence^ of 
a mind too rapid to flop at difficulties, and too elQr 
vated to defcend to minutenefs. 

' Thus was tranflation made more eafy to the writer,* 
aiid more delightful to the reader; and there is no' 
wonder if eafe and picture have found tl^ advoortes. 
The parajjhraftick liberties have been sdmoft univerfally 
admitted ; and Sherboum^ whofe learning was eminent; 
and who had np need of ^y excufe to pafs flightly- 
over pbfcprities, is the only writer who in later titfKt^''' 
has attempted to juftify or revive the ancient feverity. 

There is undoubtedly a mean to be oWerved. Bry^ 
den few very early that clpfends bgft pr^ferved an M^^ 
ihbfr*s fjfenfe, and that fr^dopfi beft e^^hibitefi Jus fpirit ^'^ 
he therefore will ikferve the higheft praife, wh0«<in 
give a rpprefentation at once faithful and pleafirig^ wheK> 
'caii convey the fame thoughts with the fame gracesy 
and who, when he tranQates, changes npftbing but^b^^ 
language, , * • ! ' 
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Numb. 70. Saturday, Auguji 18, 17o9- 



T^EW faults of ftyle, whether real or imaginary, ex-, 
cite the malignity of a more numerous clafr of 
riders, than the ufe of hard words. 

If an author be fuppofed to involve his thoughts in 
voluntary obfcurity, and to obftrud, by unneceiTary. 
djilicuUtes, a mind eager in purfuit of truth ; if he 
Wjrii^Sf not to n^ke others learned, but to boaft the 
learning which he pofleffes himfelf, and wifces to be 
admired rather than underftood, he counterafts the 
firjft md of writings and juftly fuffiers the utmoft feve- 
r^ty of cesafur^j or the morealfliftive feverity of negled. 
^^iBut-Wjords are hard only to tliofe who do not,un-f 
derfian4'theiu> and the critick ought always to in- 
q^uire,. whether he is incommpded by the fault of the 
w^ter^ or by his own* , 

Every author does not write 'for every reader j 
many queftions are fuch as the illiterate part of 
mankind can have neither intereft nor pleafure in 
difcuiSng, and which therefore it would be an ufe- 
lefs endeavour to level with common minds, by 
tirefomte circumlocutions or laborious explanations; 
and many fubje£ts of general ufe.may be treated in 
a different manner, as the book is intended for the 
kamed or the ignorant. Diffufion and explication 
are neceffary to the inftruftion of thofe who, being 
i^i^it^ier ^ble vor acgufton^ed to thinlk for thlmfelyeg, 

T 4 can 
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. can \e$sti only what is exprefsiy faughir ; buttbey who 
cai^ form parallels^ difcoTer ccnsrfeqiieiices, and multi- 
ply condufions, are bdl pleafisd with involution of 
argument and compreifion of thought; they defire 
only to receiveihe fe^ of knowledge^ which they may 
branch out by their own power, to have the way to 
truth pointed out, which they can then follow without 
a guide. 

The Guardian direds one of his popils to think 
with the mfe^ Imt fpeak vMh the vu^an This is a 
. precept fpecious enough, but not always pra^cabk. 
Difference of thoughts will produce difference of 
language. He that thinks with more extent than 
another, will want wcurds of larger xneaning ; he that 
thmks with more fubtiky will f<%k fc»r terms of 
more nice difcrionnaaon ; and where is the won^r, 
. fmce words are but the images of tilings, that he 
who never knew the ori^nal ihould not know the 
copies? 

Yet vanity inclines us to find fitults any ti^bere 

rather than ip ourfelves. He that reads and gnows 

. no wifer, feldom fufpefts bis own deficiency j^ but 

complains c^ bard words and obfizttre fentences^-and 

saik^ why books are written which cannot be under* 

ftopd? „ . 

Among the hard worda which are no. longtoiito 

be ufed, it has been long the cikftom to ihunber 

^rfn^ of art. Every man (lays Swifi) is ni^re able 

,^p e^iipUun the fubje^Jf^n off than its frc^on; ^jSfr- 

v^'fWJ^l iell )GUi:in t^or words ^ that ^be^has br^km^^U 

Jj^gh^ ^J^^S^^^ ^fi^ ^ long dffcmr/ej ^allJ^ave 

^,ycu.4ViS^off4int as y^a wert before llhis ottHiM^o^ly 

., .^aye b^^fatd by Cwh ^lUitxa&oblbi^en/Qf |i£9«i in 

, ^ t gratifica- 
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gmtificati(m of maUgitttyy ov in toftentcidcni «)f acnte- 
ndb* Every hour produces kA^xiQes of die ^neerf- 
fity of tenna of art. Mankind cx^ald ntftf cbn- 
fporo in uniform aflfeSadon ; it is not but by tfe- 
cd&y that every fdrace and cwry trade -hai'lts 
paotUar language. They that content thcmfeT^fes 
*wkh general ideas may reft in gejieral rtrms ; Tilit 
thofe, whofe ftudies or employments force them upon 
dofer infpe&ion^ muft have names for ^ partkrular 
paitS) and iirords by which th?y may eicprefs various 
Iksodes ^ combinadon, fuch as none but tlJemT^lv^es 
have Dccafion to confidar. 

Anifts are indeed fometimes ready io filppofe t4tat 

Bone can be ftrangers to words to which themfel^ 

are femiliar^ talk to an incidental inquired as they talk 

Sto one another, and make thdr knowledge? Hdiculous 

by injudicious obtrufictfi. An art cannot )Sk tari^t 

: but by its proper terms, but it is not always neceflary 

to teach the art, 
: That the vulgar exprds their thoughts clearly is 
far from true; and whatperfpicmty can be found 
* among them ^ proceeds* not fro^n the eafincfs of 
their language, but the fliallownefs of thdr thoughts. 
He that fees a buildi% a^ a common fpeftator, 
contents himfelf with relating that it is great x)r 
Jiitdei' mean or fplendid, lofty or low; all thefe 
r-.\bs©yds are* inteUigible and common, but they con- 
'-^vey^no diftinft or limited ideas; if he attemjits, 
- ^i^uthout the terms of architeSure, to delineate the 
V. j)irts, or enumerate the ornaments, his liarratibn at 
^' once. -becomes unintelligible. The terms^, 'indeed, 
figericratiy dilpleaie^ becaufe they are underftbod by 
xiifewv^ ;but they are Kttle underilood only becaufe 
-xiMnu.^rj I few. 
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few, that look upon an edifice, examine its parts^ or 
analyfe its columns into their members. 

The ftate of every other art is the fame ; as it is 
curforily furveyed or accurately examined, difiercnt 
forms of expref&on become proper. In morality it is 
one thing to difinife the niceties .of -the jc^uHl» wd 
another to direft the pradice of common life. In 
agriculture, he that inftruSs the farmer to plough and 
fowy may convey his notions without, the. words v^fh 
he would find neceffary in explaining to philofoph^ 
the iMfocefs qf vegetation j and if be, who has nothing, 
to do but to be honeft by the (horteft way, will perpie^ 
his mind with fubtile fpeculations; or if be, whofe 
taik is to reap and threfh, will not be contente4 with. 
out exain^ning the evolu^n of thf feed and circulajdon* 
of the fap ; the writers whom either ih^U confuit^ ^rq 
very little to be blamed^ though it ihould fometime^ 
bappen that they are read in vaitt^ . 
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NcTMB. 71. Saturday, AugU/i 25, 1759* 



T^ICK SHIFTER was bora in Cbeaj^y and, havu 
*^ mg pa&d reputably through all the claflei of 5f. 
PauF% fchool, has been for fome years a ftudent in the 
Temple. He is of opinion, that intenfe application duik 
the faculties, and thinks it necefiary to temper the fe* 
verity of the law by books that engage the mind, but 
do not. &tigue it. He has therefore made a copious 
celleftion of plays, poems, and romances, to wMch* 
he has recourfe when he fancies himfelf tired with fta- 
tutes and reports ; and he feldom inquires very nicely 
whether he is weary or idle. 

Dick has received from his fevourite authors very 
ftrong impreffions of a country life ; and, though his 
furtheft cxcurfions have been to Greenwich on one 
fide, and Chelfea on the other, he has talked for feve- 
ral years, with great pomp of language and elevation 
of fentiments, about a ftate too high for contempt and 
jtoo low for envy, about homely quiet, and blamelefs 
/fimplicity, paftoral delights, and rural innocence. 

His friends who had eftates in the country, often in- 
vited him to pafs the fummer among them, but fome- 
thing or other had always hindered him ; and he con- 
fidered, that to refide in the houfe of another man was 
to incur a kind of dependence inconfiftent with that 
lax^.ty of life which he had imaged as the chief good. 

2 This' 
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This fummer he refolved to be happy, and procured 
a lodging to be taken for him at a foUtary houfe, fitu- 
ated about thirty miles from London^ on the banks of 
a fmall river, with com fields before it, and a hill on 
each fide covered with wood. He concealed the place 
of his retirement, that none might violate his obfcurity j 
and promifed himfelf many a happy day when he 
ihould hide himfelf among the trees, and contemplate 
the tumults and vexations of the town* 

He flepped into the poft-chaife with his heart hezU 
ing and his eyes fparkling, was conveyed through 
many varieties of deUghtful profpe£b, faw hills and 
meadows, corn-fields and pafture, fuccced each other, 
and for four hours charged none of his poets with fie. 
tion or exaggeration. He was now within fix miles 
of happinefs, when, having never felt fo much agita- 
tion before, he began to wifli his journey at an end, 
and the laft hour was paffed in changing his pofture, 
and quarrelling with his driver. 

An hour may be tedious, but cannot be long. • He 
at length alighted at his new dwelling, and was re- 
ceived as he expelled ; he looked round upon the hilts 
and rivulets, but his joints were ftifF and his mufcles 
fore, and his firft requeft was to fee his bed-chamber. 

He refted well, and afcribed the foundnefs of his 
fleep to the ftillilefs of the country. He expeded 
from that lime nothing but nights of quiet and days 
of rapture, and, as foon as he had rifen, wrote an 
account of his new ftate to^ne of his friends in the 
Temple. 



Dear 
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Dear Frank, 

/ never pitied thee before. I am now as I ctmld 

^ijh every man of wlfdom and virtue to be^ in the 

regions of calm content and placid meditation ; with 

all the beauties <f nature foliciting my notice^ and all 

the diverftties of pleafure courting my acceptance ; the 

birds are chirping in the hedges^ arjid the flowers 

blooming in the mead; the breeze is whifiling in the. 

woody and the fun dancing on the water. I can mw 

fay, with truths that a many capable of enjoying thQ 

purity of happinefs^ is never more bufy than in his 

hours of leifurcy nor ever lefs folitary than in a place of 

foUtude. 

I aniy dear Frank, isfc. 

, When he had fent away his letter, he walked into, 
the wood, with fome inconvenience, from the furzct 
that pricked his legs, and the briars that fcratcbed hx% 
face. He. at laft fat down under a tree, and htcard 
with great delight a (liower, by which he was not wet|, 
rattling among the branches : this, faid he, is the true 
image of obfcurity ; we hear of troubles and commo-% 
tions, but never feel them. 

His amufement did not overpower the calls of 
nature, and he therefore went back to order hi« 
dinneif. He knew tfiat the country produces what^ 
ever is eaten or drunk, and, imagining that he was 
now at the fqurce of luxury, refolved to indulge 
himfelf with dainties which he fuppofed might be 
procured at a price next to nothing, if any price at 
all was expeded; and intended to amaze the ruf- 
ticks with his generofity, by paying more than they 
would a(k. Of twenty diflies which he named, h^ 

was 
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was amazed to find that fcarcely one was to^be had; 
^td heard^ with aftomQiment and indignation, that oU 
the fruits of the earth were fold at a higher pfi(5e than 
itt the ftreets of Londm. 

Hk meal was fbort and fallen ; and he retired again 
to Kff tree, to inquire how dearnefs coiild be confiftent 
with abundance, or how fratid fhould be praSifed by 
fin^lieity. He was not fadsfied with his own fpecu^ 
fctions, and, returning home early m the evening, went 
a while from window to window, and found that he 
wanted fomethbg to do. 

He inquired for a' newfpaper, and wa^ told that 
farmers never minded news, but that they could 
fend for it from the ale^houfe* A meffenger was 
difpatched, who ran away at full fpeed, but loitered 
an hour behind the hedges, and at -laft coming 
back wi|th his feet purpofely bemired, inflead of ext« 
frefEng the gratitude which Mr* Shifter expeSed 
for the bounty of a fhilling, faid, that the night was 
wet, and the way dirty, and he hoped that his 
worihip would not think it much to give him half a 
orowm , 

Dick now went to bed with fome abatement of 
ftis expeSations; but fleep, I know not how, re- 
tives pur hopes, and rekindles our defires. He 
K)fe eariy in tlae morning, fur*veyed the landfaipc^ 
tm^ was pleafed. He walked out, and pafied fion^ 
field to field, « without obferviog any beaten: patb^ 
and wondered that he had not feen the ihepherd* 
cfies dancing, nor heard the fwains piping to thdr 
flocks. 

^, At laft he faw fome reapers and harveft^women 

;tf dinner. Here, faid he, are the true Arcadiam^ 

■•. . * and 
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;ind advanced courteoufly towanls them, as afraid d 
fconfuiing them by the dignity of hk preftrice. 
They acknowledged his fuperiority by no other 
token than that of aCking him for fometMi^ to 
drink. He imagined that he had now purchafed 
the privilege of difcourfe, and began to defcend td 
familiar •qoeilions^ endeavoaring to accommodate 
Im difcourfe to the groffneft of ruftick tmder^ 
ftandings. The cbwns foon found that be did 
not know wheat from rye^ and b^aa to defpife him | 
one of the boys, by pretending to fhew him a Urd's 
neft, decoyed him into a ditch ; and one of the wenches 
fold him a bargain. 

This walk had given him no great |)leaiilre j but 
he hoped to find other ruflicks lefs coarfe of mto* 
i^rs, and left mifchievous of difpofition. Next 
morning he was accofted by an attorney, who told 
him, that, unlefs he made former Dob/on /atisfa^oft 
for trampling his grafs, he had orders to indid him* 
Shifter was oflfended, but not terrified ; and, telfing 
the attorney that he was himfelf a lawyer, talked fo 
volubly of pettyfoggers and barraters, that he drote 
him away. ^ 

Finding his walks thus interrupted, he was irf- 
dined to ride, and being plcafed with the 2.^ 
pesuance of a horfe that was grazing in a neigh- 
•bouring meadow, inquired the owner, who- w». 
ranted him found, and would not fell him, but tb^ 
be was too fine for a plain man. Dick paid ddwii 
the pric9> and, riding out to enjoy the evcnkg, feU 
with his new horfe into a ditch j they got out widi 
difficulty, and, as he was going to mounc agai^, a 
pEmntryman looked at the horfe, and perceiv^sd 
ti him 
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him to be blhu). Dick went to the feUsr^ aind &t- 
manded back his money ; but was t)Qki$ that a man 
who rented his ground mull do the beft for himfelf ^ 
that his landlord had his rent though the year was 
barren ; and that, whether horfes had eyes or no, he- 
fiiould'fell them to the higheft bidder. 

Shifter now began to be tir^ wirfi ruftick fimpli* 
city, and on the fifth day took pofleffion agam of his 
chambers, and bade farewel to the rc^ons of calm 
content and placid meditatioiu 



Numb- 72. Saturday, September 1, 1759. 

V^EN complain of nothing more frequently than> 
of deficient memory ; and, indeed, every one 
finds that many of the ideas which be defired to retain 
have flipped irretrievably away ; that the acquifitions 
of the mind are fometimes equally fugitive with the 
gifts of fortune ; and that a ftiort intermiffion of atten. 
tion more certainly leff^is knowledge than impairs an 
eftate* • 

To affift this weaknefs of our nature, many methods 
have been propofed, all of which may be juftly fut 
peded of being ineffedual ; for no art of memory^ 
however its eScGts have been boafted or admired, has 
been ever adopted into general ufe, nor have thofe 
who pofiefled it appeared to excel others in readinefs 
pf recoUedion or multiplicity of attainments. 

There 
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There is another art of which all have felt the 
want, though Themifiocles only confefled it. We 
fuSer equal pain from the pertinacious adhefion of 
unwelcome images, as from the evanefcence of thofe 
which are pleafing and ufeful ; and it may be doubted 
whether we (hould be more benefited by the art of me* 
mory or the art of forgetfulnefs. 

Forgetfulnefs is neceffary to remembrance. Ideas 
are retained by renovation of that impreflion which 
time is always wearing away, and which new images 
are ftriving to obliterate. If ufelefs thoughts could 
be expelled from the mind, all th^ valuable parts of 
our knowledge would more frequently recur, and 
every recurrence would reinftate them in their former 
place. 

It is impoffible to confider, without fome regret, 
how much might have been learned, or how much 
might have been invented by a rational and vigorous 
application of time, ufelefsly or painfully paffed \n 
the revocation of events which have left neither good 
nor evil behind them, in grief for misfortunes eitter 
repaired or irreparable, in refentmcnt of injuries 
known only to ourfelves, of which death has put the 
authors beyond our power. 

Philofophy has accumulated precept upon pre- 
cept, to warn us agaiRft the anticipation of future 
calamities. Ail ufelefs mifery is certainly folly, 
anji he that feels evils before they come may be de- 
fervedly cenfured; yet furely to dread the future is 
more reafonable than to bment the paft. The bu. 
finefs of life is to go forwards : he who fees evil in 
profped meets it in his way ; but he who catches it 

VoL.Vn. U by 
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by retrofpedion. turns back to find it. That which 
is feared may fometimes be avoided, but that which 
» regretted today maybe regretted again to-mor* 
row. 

; Regret is indeed ufeful and virtuous, and not 
pn\y sdlowable but neceffary, when it tends to the 
amendment of life, or to admonition of error which 
we may be again in danger of committing. But a 
very fmall part of the moments fpent in meditation 
on the paft, produce any reafonable caution or fa^ 
iutai^ forrow. Moft of the mortifications that we 
have fuffered, arofe from the concurrence of local and 
temporary circumft^ces, which can never meet again ; 
and moft. of our difappointmentp have fucceeded thofe 
expe^ations, .which life allows not to be formed a f€f- 
eood time* 

It would add much to human happinefs, if an art 
could be. taught of forgetting all of which the remem- 
bi^ce is at once ufelels and afflictive, if that pain 
which never can end in pleafure. could be driven to- 
tally away, that the mind might perform its funftions 
without incumbrance, and the paft might no longer 
encroach upon the prefent. 

Little can be done well to which the whole mind is 
not applied ; the bufinefs of every day calls for the 
day to which it is afligned ; and he will have no lei. 
fure to regret yefterday*s, vexations who refolves not to 
have a new fubje£t of regret to-morrow. 

But to forget or to remember at pleafure, are 
equally beyond the power of man. Yet as memory 
may be affifted by method, and the decays of know* 
ledge repaired by ftated times of recolleftion, fo 

the 
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the power of forgetting is capable of iiilprovcment. 
Reafon will, by a refolute conteft, prevail over imagL ^ 
nation, and the power may be obtained of transferring 
the attention as judgment (ball dired. 

The incurfions of troublefome thoughts are often 
violent and importunate ; and it is not eafy to a mind 
accuftomed to their inroads to expel them imme. 
diately by patting better images into motion ; but thb 
^nemy of quiet is above all others weakened by every 
defeat ; the reflexion which has been once overpowered 
and qefted, feldom returns with any formidable vefet- 
mence. 

Employment is the great ihftrument of intel* X 
ledual dominion. The mind cannot retire from 
its enemy into total vacancy, or turn afide from ond 
objeft but by pafling to another. The gloomy and 
the refentful are always found among thofe who 
have nothing to do, or who do nothing. We muft 
be bufy about good or evil, and he to whom the pre* 
fent offers nothing will often be looking backwarioa 
the paft* 



Ua 
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Numb. fS. Saturday, September 8, 1759* 

7PHAT every man would be rich if a wi(h 
could obtain riches, is a pofition which I be- 
lievfs few will conteft, at leaft in a nation like ours, 
Ui which commerce has kindled an univerfal emu- 
lation of wealth, and in which money receives all the 
honours which are the proper right of knowledge and of 
virtue. 

Yet though we are all labouring for gold as for 
the chief good, and, by the natural eflFort of un- 
wearied diligence, have found many expeditious 
ipethods of obtaining it, we have not been able to 
improve the art of ufing it, or to make it pro- 
duce more happinefs than it afforded in former 
times, when every declaimer expatiated on its mif- 
chiefs, and every philofopher taught his followers to 
defpife it. 

, Many of the dangers imputed of old to exor- 
bitant wealth are now at an end. The rich are 
neither way-laid by robbers, nor watched by in- 
formers ; there is nothing to be dreaded from pro- 
fcriptions, or feizures. The necefSty of concealing 
treafure has long ceafed ; no man now needs counter, 
feit mediocrity, and condemn his plate and jeweb 
to caverns and darknefs, or feafl his mind vrith the 
confcioufnefs of clouded fplendour, of finery which 
is ufelefs till it is (hewn, an4 which he dares not 
ihew. 

la 
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In our time the poor are ftrongly tanpted to af- 
fume the appearance of wealth, but the wealthy 
very rarely defire to be thought poor ; for we are 
all at full liberty to difplay riches by every mode 
of oftentation. We fill our houfes with ufelefs orna- 
ments, only to fliew that we can buy them ; we 
cover our coaches with gold, and employ artifts 
in the difcovery of new fafliions of expence ; and 
yet it cannot be found that riches produce happi- 
hefs. ; 

Of riches, as of every thing elfe, the hope is 
more than the enjoyment ; while we confider them 
as the means to be ufed, at fome future time, for 
the attainment of felicity, we prefs on our pur- 
fuit ardently and vigoroufly, and that ardour fcl 
cuces us from wearincfs of ourfelves j but no fooner 
do we fit down to enjoy our acquifitions, than 
we find them infufficient to fill up the vacuities of 
Ufe. -r 

One caufe which is not always obferved of the 
infufficiency of riches is, that they very feldom 
make their owner rich. To be rich, is to have more 
than is defired, and more than is wanted ; to huve 
fomething which may be fpent without reluftance, and 
fcattered without care, with which the fudden de- 
mands of defire may be gratified, the cafual freaks of 
fancy indulged, or the unexpe£ted opportunities of 
benevolence improved. 

Avarice is always poor, but poor by her own faulr. 
There is another poverty to which the rich are ex- 
pofed with lefs guilt oy the ofEcioufnefs of others. 
Every man, eminent for exuberance of fortune, ik 
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furronridcd from morning to evening, and from even* 
ing to midnight^ by flatt^ers^ whofe art of adulation 
confifts in exciting artificial wants, and in forming new 
fchemes of profufion. 

Tom Tranquily when he came to age, found himfdf 
in poffefEon of a fortune, of which the twentieth part 
imgbt perhaps have made him^rich. His temper is 
eafy, and his aflfedions foft; he recdves every man 
with kindnefs, and hears him with credulity. His 
friends took care to fettle him by giving him a wife, 
whom, having no particular inclination, be rather ac- 
cepted than chokp becaufe he was told that Oiq was 
prpper for him. 

He was now to live with dignity proportionate, to 
hh fortune. What his fortune requires or admits 
Tom does not know, for he has little {kill in compu- 
tation, and none of his friends think it their- in.- 
tereft to improve it. If he was fuffered to live by 
his own choice, he would leave every thing as he 
finds it, and pafs through the world diftinguiQied 
only by inoffenfive gentlenefs. But the minifters 
of luxury have marked him out as one at whofe ei^ 
pence they may exercife their arts. A companion, 
who had juft learned the names of the Jfalian mafters, 
nms from fale to fale, and buys pidures, for which 
}ix. Tranquil pays, without inquiring where they 
ihall be hung. Another fills his garden with fta- 
tues, which Tranquil wifhes away, but dares not 
remove. One of his friends is learning architect 
ture by building him a houfe, which he paffed by, 
9Pfid inquired to whom it belonged ; another has 
\)tpi for three years digging cai^c^s and raifing 

mounts. 
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mounts, cutting trees down in one place, and planting 
them in another, on which Tranquil looks with a 
ferene indifiFerencc, without afking what will be the 
coft. Another projeflor tells him that a water- 
work, like that of Verfaillesy will complete the beau- 
ties of his feat, and lays his draughts befois 
him; Tranquil turns his eyes upon them, and the 
artift begins his explanations; Tranquil raifes no 
obje£lions, but orders him to begin the work, that 
he may efcape from talk which he does not underftandl. 
Thus a thoufand hands are bufy at his expence, 
without adding to his pleafures. He pays and receives 
vifits, and has loitered in publick or in folitude, talking 
in fummer of the town, and in winter of the country, 
without knowing that his fortune is impaired, till Ms 
ileward told him this morning, that he could pay tfie^ 
workmen no longer but by mortgaging a manor. 



U4' 
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Numb. 74. Saturday^ September 15, 1750. 

TN the mythological pedigree of leartiing, me- 
mory is made the mother of the mufes, by 
which the mailers of ancient wifdom, perhaps, 
meant to fhew the neceffity of iloring the mind co- 
pioufly with true notions, before the imagination 
Should be fuffcred to form fifkions or colleft embel- 
lifliments ; for the works of an ignorant poet can af- 
ford nothing higher than pleafing found, and fifUon 
is of no other ufe than to difplay the treafures of 
memory. 

The neceffity of memory to the acquifition of 
knqwledge is inevitably felt and univerfally allowed, 
fo that fcarcely any other of the mental faculties are 
commonly confidered as neceffary to a ftudent : he that 
admires the proficiency of another, always attributes it 
to the happinefs of his memory ; and he that laments 
his own defefls, concludes with a wifli that his memory 
was better. 

It is evident, that when the power of retention is 
weak, all the attempts at eminence of knowledge 
muft be vain ; and as few are willing to be doomed 
to perpetual ignorance, I may, perhaps, aflford con. 
folation to fome that have fallen too eafily into de- 
fpondence, by obferving that fuch weaknefs is, in my 
opinion, very rare, and that few have reafon to com- 
plain of nature as unkindly fparing of the gifts of 

memory. 

In 
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In the common bufmefs of life, we find the me- 
mory of one like that of another, and honeftly im- 
pute omiffions^ not to involuntary forgetfulhefs, but 
culpable inattention ; but in literary inquiries, failure 
16 imputed rather to want of memory than of dili- 
gence. 

We confider ourfelves as defeftive in memory, cither 
becaufe we remember lefs than we defire, or lefs than 
we fuppofe others to remember. 

Memory is like all other human powers, with 
which no man can be fatisfied who meafures them. 
by what he can conceive, or by what he can defire. 
He whofe mind is moft capacious, finds it much too 
narrow for his wiflies ; he that remembers moft, re- 
members little, compared with what he forgets. He 
therefore that, after the perufal of a book, finds 
few ideas remaining in his mind, is not to confider 
the difappointment as peculiar to himfelf, or to 
. refign all hopes of improvement, becaufe he does 
not retain what even the author has perhaps for- 
gotten. 

He who compares his memory with that of 
others, is often too hafty to lament the inequa- 
lity. Nature has fometimes, indeed, afforded ex- 
amples of enormous, wonderful, and gigantick me- 
mory. Scaliger reports of himfelf, that, in his 
youth, he could repeat above an hundred verfes, 
Jiaving once read them ; and Barthicus declares, 
that he wrote his Comment upon Claudian without 
confulting the text. But tiot to hate fuch degrees 
of- memory is no more to be lamented, than not to 
havd the ftrength of Hercules ^ or the fwiftnefs of 

Achilles. 
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Achilles. He that, in the diftribution of good, has 
an equal fliare with common men, may juftly be 
contented. Where there is no ftriking difparity, 
it is difficult to know of two which remembers 
moft, and flill more difficult to difcover which reads 
with greater attention, which has renewed the firft 
Smpreffion by more frequent repetitions, or by what 
accidental combination of ideas either mind might 
have united any particular narrative or argument to its 
former ftocL 

' But memory, howevisr impartially diftributed, 
fo often deceives our truft, that almpft every man 
attempts, by fome artifice or other, to fecure its 
lidelity. 

It is the practice of many readers to note, in the 
margin of their bo6ks, the moft important paiTages, 
the ftrongeft arguments, or the brighteft fentiments. 
Thus they load their minds with fuperfluous atten- 
tion, reprefs the vehemence of xuriofity by ufelefs 
deliberation, and by frequent interruption break the 
current of narration or the chain of reafon, and at laft 
4ofe the volume, and forget the paflages and marks 
together. 

Others I have found unalterably perfuaded, that 
jiothing is certainly remembered but what is tranf- 
cribed ; and they have therefore paffed weeks and 
months in transferring large quotations to a com- 
mon-place book. Yet, why any part of a boc^, 
which can be confulted at pleafure, . fhould be co- 
pied, I was never able to difcover. The hand 
Las no clofer correfpondence with the memory than 
the eye. The aft of writing itfdf diftrads the 

thoughts, 
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thoughts, and what is read twice is commonly bet- 
ter remembered than what is tranfcribed. This 
method, therefore, confumes time, without affiftitig 
memory. . ^ 

The true art of memory is the art of attention. 
No man will read with much advantage, who is nj^t 
able, at pleafure, to evacuate his mind, or who brin^ 
not to his author an intelleft defecated and pure, nd- 
ther turbid with care, nor agitated by pleafure. If the 
repofitories of thought are already full, what can 
they receive ? If the mind is employed on the pad or 
future, the book will be held before the eyes in 
vain. What is read with delight is commonly ret^iined, 
becaufe pleafure always fecures attention ;. but the 
f)ooks which are confulted by occafional neceffity, and 
perufed with impatience, feldom leave any traces on 
the mind. 
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Numb. 75. Saturday, September 22, 1759. 

TN the time when Bajfora was confidered as the 
fchool of AJia^ and flouriihed by the reputation 
of it* profeffors, and the confluence of its ftudems, 
among the pupils that liftened round the chair of 
Aibu^zar^ was Gflaleddiny a native of Taurhf ia 
P^4ti a young man amiable in his manners and . 
beautiful in bis form, of boundlefs curiofity, incef* 
fant diligence, and irrefiftible genius, of quick appmr ^ 
h^nfion, and tenacious memory, accurate '^iUiout • 
nantywnefs, and eager for novelty without iotcoii^A- 
ftaacy; .[i^ic 

No fooner did Gelaleddin appear at Bajfora^ ^Qv^ 
htS'^. virtues and abilities raifed him to diftinj^toll. 
H^ tpafTed froto^^clafs to clafs, rather admire4..ttia;^j. 
envied by thofe whom the rapidity of his progiids }^ti 
b^nd; he was coiifuited% his^feHow-ftudems-afrfanj,; 
oraculoiiis guide, atld admitted as a competent j^dit6l^f^ 
to the conferences of the feges. - t -ii: :>il/ 

, After a few yeaJ-s, havmg pafied through; all ^\ 
exercifias of probation, GeJaleddm was mvkfed t<i***i/.' 
profeflSMrV firat, and intreated tb inqreafe ttee* fpfe&;. 
dour o£: Bafora. Gelaleddin afifeaed ta deUbaFttte 
on the propofal, whh which, before he conOdertd^' 
h^ refoived to comply ; and next;mioii1fng retired %6\ 
g^den planted for the. recreation of.'tbe iftudems^ add ' 
eiiteilltig a folitary walk^^ began to mutate i^m<^ * 
future^Kfe. ... '.■■ ^ "io. . 

V « If 
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*' If I am thus eminent,^' faid he, " in the regions 
** of literature, I (hall be yet more confpicuous in 
** any other place ; if I fhould now devote myfelf 
** to ftudy and retirement, I muft pafs my life in 
*^ filence, vmacquainted with the delights of wealth, 
*' the influence of power, the. pomp of greatnefs, 
^^ and the charms of elegance, with all that man 
^^ envies and defires, with all that keeps the world 
" in» motion, by the hope of gaining or the fear of 
" lofing it. I will therefore dq)art to Taurisj wtere 
** the Perfian monarch refides in all the fplendour 
** of abfolute dominion : my reputation will fly 
** before me, my arrival will be congratulated by . 
" my kinfmen and my friends ; I fliall fee the eyes 
*' of thofe who predid my greatnefs fparkling with 
** exultation, and the faces of thofe that once 
*' defpifed me clouded with envy, or counterfeiting 
^* kindnefs by artificial fmiles. I will ihew my 
*' wifdom by my difcourfe, and my moderation by my 
"filence; I will inftruft the laodcft with eafy 
" gentlenefs, and reprefs the oftentatious by feifiMi* 
^* able fuperciliouihefs. My apartments will be 
** crowded by the inquifitive and the vain, by thdb 
** that honour and thofe that rival me j my name \ 
*' will foon reach the court ; I fliall ftand bdSate 
** the throne of the emperor ; the judges of the law 
^^ will con£efs my wifidom, and the nobles will con« 
" tend to heap gifts upon me. If I fluU find that my 
" merit, like that of others, excites malignity, or 
** feel myfelf tottering on the feat of elevation, I 
^^ may at laft retire to academical obfcurity, and 
** become, in my low^ ftate, a profeflbr of Baf* 

I Having 
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Having thus fettled his determination, he declared 
to his friends his defign of vifiting Tauris^ and fawy 
with more pleafure than he ventured to exprefs, the 
regret with which he was difmifled. He could not 
bear to delay the honours to which he was deftined, 
and therefore haftened away, and in a ihort time en* 
tered the capital of Perjia. He was immediately 
immerfed in the crowd, and paflfed unobferved to 
his father's houfe. He entered, and was received, 
though not unkindly, yet without any excefs of fond* 
nefs or exclamations of rapture. .His father had, in 
his abfence, fuffered many lofles, and Gelakdd'm was 
confidered as an additional burden to a falling 
femily. 

When he recovered from his furprife, he began to 
difplay his acquifitions, and praftifed all the arts of 
narration and difquifition : but the poor have no lei- 
fure to be pleafed with eloquence j they heard his ar- 
guments without reflexion, and his pleafantries without 
a fmile. He then applied himfelf fingly to his brothers 
and fifters, but found them all chained down by inva- 
riable attention to their own fortunes, and infenfible of 
any other excellence than that which could bring forae 
remedy for indigence. 

It was now known in the neighbourhood, that Ge- 
laleddin was returned ; and he fate for fome days in 
expeftation that the learned would vilit him for con- 
fultation, or the great for entertainment. But who 
will be pleafed or inftrufted in the manfions of po- 
verty ? He then frequented places of public refort, 
and endeavoured to attrafl: notice by the copiou/hefs 
of his talk. The fprightly were filenced, and went 
away to cenfure, in fome other place, his arrogance 

8 and 
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and his pedantry ; and the dull liflened quietly for a 
while, and then wondered why any man fhould take 
pains to obtain fo much knowledge which would never 
do him good. 

He next folicited the vifiers for employment, not 
doubling but his fervice would be eagerly accepted. 
He was told by one, that there was no vacancy in 
his office ; by another, that his merit was above any 
patronage but that of the emperor ; by a third, that 
he would not forget him ; and by the chief vifier, that 
he did not think literature of any great ufe in public 
bufinefs. He was fometimes admitted to their tables, 
where he exerted his wit, and diffufed his knowledge; 
but he obferved, that where, by endeavour or accident, 
he had remarkably excelled, he was feldom invited 
a fecond time. 

He now returned to Baffhra^ wearied and difgufted, 
but confident of refuming his former rank, and revel- 
ling again in fatiety of praife. But he who had been 
neglefted at Taurisj was not much regarded at Ba/^ 
fora; he was confidered as a fugitive, who returned 
only becaufe he could live in no other place ; his com- 
panions found that they had formerly over-rated his 
abilities, and he lived long without notice or efteem. 
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ISTuMB. 76. Satvhday, Septeinb^ 29y 1759- 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 
T WAS much pleafed with your ridicule of thofe 
(hallow criticks, whofe judgment, though often 
yight as far as it goes, yet reaches only to inferiour 
beauties ; and who, unable to comprehend the whole^ 
judge only by parts, and from thence determine the 
merit of extenfive works. But there is another kind 
of critick ftill worfe, who judges by narrow rules, 
and thofe too often falfe, and which, though they 
fliouki be true, and founded on nature, will lead him 
but a very little way toward the juft eftimation of 
the fublime beauties in works of genius 5 for what- 
ever part of an art can be executed or criticifed by 
rules, that part is no longer the work of genius, 
which implies excellence out of the reach of rules. 
For my own part I profefs myfelf an Idler^ and love 
to' give my judgment, fuch as it is, from my imme- 
diate perceptions, without much fatigue of think- 
ing '; and 1 am of opinion, that if a man has not 
thofe perceptions right, it will be vain for him to en- 
deavour to fupply their place by rules, which may 
enable him to talk more learnedly, but not to difi 
tinguifh .more acutely. Another reafon which has 
l^ened my affeftion for the ftudy of criticifm is, 
that criticks, fo fair as I have obferved, debar them- 

felves 
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felves from receiying amy pleafure frortiUhe polite 
arts, at the fame time that they profefs to love and 
admire them: for thefe mfcs, being always upper- 
moft, give them fuch a propenfity to criticife, that, 
inftead of gmng up the reins of their imagination 
ii^to their author's hatihdsf, thdr frigid minds are em« 
ployed m exaimining whether the performance ht zc^\ 
cording to the rules of art. 

To thofe who are tefolved to be criticks m tj^he 
of nature, smd at the fefifie time have- no great dif. 
pcrfitiott to much readhig and ftudy, I would recom- ; 
mend to tliem to affume the charafter of connoiffeur, - 
which may be purchalfed at a much cheaper rate thanr 
fhat of a critick in poetry. The remembrance of ^ 
few names of painters, with their general charafters, 
with a few rules of the academy, which they may 
pick ftp among the painters, wiH go a great way to-* 
^ards makmg a very notabfe comK)ifleur. 

With a gentleman of this caft, I vrfited laft week, 
the Cartoons at Hamptorhcourt ; he was juft returh^idf 
from: kalyj a connoifleur of coutfe, and of courife 
his mouth full of nothing but the grace of RaffaelU^ 
the purity of Domenichmoy the learning of PouJ/in^ 
the air of Guido^ the greatncfs of tafte of the Cba» 
raehexr and the fublimity and grand contorno of 
Michael Angeio ; with all the reft of the cant of cri- 
ticifm, which be emitted with that volubility which 
generally thrfe orators have who annex no ideas to 
their word^. 

As *re were ps^ng through the rooms,, in oui? 
wigt to the gaBery, I made him obferve a whole 
lei^A of Charles the Rrftby Vandyke^ as a perfeflf 

Vol. Vn, X wprefem^ 
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rcpvefentation of the charafker as well as the figure. 
of the mm. He agreed it was very fine, but it^ 
wahted fpirit aiul contraft^ and had not the flow- 
mg lirifr, without which a figure could not pofllbly; 
be graceful. When we entered the gallery, I 
thought I could perceive him recolle£dng bis 
rules by which he was to Criticife R^aelle. I ftall 
pafs over his obfervation of the boats being too 
Utll^ and other criticifms of tfiat kind, till ^tf 
arrived at St^ Paul preaching. « TbV fays ht^ 
*v is eftcttned Ae moil excell^it of all tht'cartoons f 
what noblencfS) what dignity, there is in that figure 
of St. Foul! arU yet what an addition to that 
npbleneife could Ri^aelle have given, had the at^ 
of contraft been known in his time! but, abovtf 
all, the flowmg line, which conftkates grace aiid 
beauty ! You would not have then feen ai^ u^i- 
right figure ftanding equally on both legS, MA' 
both hands flretched forward in the &me ^r^£U6ii,'^ 
and his drapery, to all appearance, wiihciUt ^ ^' 
leaft art of difpofition/' The foUowiag piauMiiis> 
the Charge to Peter. " Here,'' fays he, -^^ M^' 
twelve upright figures j what a pityit is that'i^i^ 
faille w^ not acquainted with tiie pyraunidar j^to 
ciple! He would then have contrived the flgiri^^ 
in the middle to have been on higher grottodi' or 
the figures at the extremities ftdoping^dr 4ytnjgi^ 
\irhich would not only have fi>r|iK)d the group! iftni^ 
the fhape of a pyramid, but. like wife coattr^ifted'^thi^ 
ftanding figures; Indeed," added) hfe^i*^ I lai^t 
often lamented that fo greatjdL £^u$ as>i2^^/bi 
^d^.^t Uvedis thji^/eoUghtenedTiage, 'finc^'ty^ art 
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has been reduced to principleft, and had had hi» 
educatioa iii one of the modern i^ademies ; what 
glorious works might we then have expefted from 
his divine pencil !" 

I fhall tr^Suble you no longer with my friend's ob* 
fervations, which, I fuppofe, you are now able ta 
continue by yourfelf. It is curious ' to drferve, thaty 
at the iame.tim^ that great admiration is pretended 
for a name of fixed reputation, objefticais are raifed* 
againft, thofe very qualities by which that gneat name 
was acquired* 

, Thofe criticks aie continually lamenting that 
Rj^aeik had not the colouring and harmony of 
Rubm^9 or the light and ibadow of Rembr&nt^ with-' 
qvit. copftdering how much the gay harmony of 
the; former, and affeftation of the latter, ^ouM 
x^^ from the dignity of RaffaeUe ; and yet Rii* 
be^m\ ; i»^; great harmony, and Rembrant ^ under- 
ftxpiod light and fliadow : but what may be an ex- 
cellence m a lower clafs of painting, becomes a 
l^^ifli in a higher; as the quick, fpritely turn, 
w|5J«yhi IS the life and beauty of epigrammatick com- 
ppfuy)n$,,vwould but iii fuit with the majefty of he- 
rojck; poetry. . 

^ To jconclude ; 1 would not be thought to infer, 
fr^, any thing that has beto faid, that rules are ab- 
f§lptely\unneceffary; but to ceAfure fcrupulofity, a 
fertile ^tmtion to minute exaftnefs, which" is fome- 
tkmi ijiconfiftdnt with higher excellency, and is lofb 
^\ih\fbfcize; of expanded genius. 
■ t ; J 4a ^ not, know whether- yon will think paitning ^a 
gigeral fubjeS. By inferting this letter, perhaps 

X % you 
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|6u ivlll incur the cenfure a tnan vbdd 'defeir**i4i 
\ifh8(e ijufinefs being to lentertain a whole room, 
ihould turn his back to the company, and ta&toa 
partfeular jperfon. ^ 

' ' lam, SIR^ &c.* . - 

♦ Sir Joibua Reynolds. 



NtTMB. 77. Saturday, OBeher 6y 1739. 

.Xj^ASY poetry is univerfally admired; but I know 

~:' not whett^r any rule has yet been fixed, tv 

wtuch it may be decided whai poetry can ^e pro- 

perly called eafy. Horace has told uSj, that it is tucn 

jfi every reader hopes tn) equals hut after long Jahour 

Jinds unattainable* This is a v^ry loole .delcr^ 

tiqn, in which only the effeft is noted; tf^e qiia- 

'Jities; which produce this efFeft remsdn to' t5e ui- 

veftigated. .. 

,.Eafy poetry is that in which natural thoughts ate 

exprefloi without violence to the lariguaige. xSe 

diijci;inunating character of eafe confifts pnhcipa^y 

in. the di^on ; for all true poetry rediures/tha^^^^^ 

fentiments be natural. Language fumrs v^6tehce 

by harfh or by daring figures, by ti»w^pQfijk>n, by 

un\ifual acceptatk)ns. of words, and by 'any licence, 

which would be avoided by a 'Vi^rkdr «if Iprofe* 

Where any artifice appears m dia conftrdftion of 

the verfe, that verfe is iio bnger eafy* Any epithet 

which 
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whict can be c^e^ed without diminution of the 
feijtfe^jany carpus iteration of the fame word^ and 
aU upufual^ though not ungrammatical (Iru^ture of 
5)eec|i, deftroy the grace of eafy poetry. 

The firft lines of Fope^s Iliad afford examples of 
many licences which an eafy writer muft decline : 

Achille/ ^rathy to Greece the direful fpring 
Of woes unnumbet'd, heavenly Goddefs fing, 
The wrath which hurVd to Pluto's gloomy reign 
The fouls of mighty chiefs untimely flain. 

In the firft couplet the language is diftorted by 
inveritonsy clogged with fuperfloities, and clQoded 
by a harfh metaphor ; and in the fecond there are 
two words ufed in an uncommon fenfe, and two' 
epithets inf(irted only to lengthen the line; all th^e 
pradices may in a long work eafily be pardoned? 
\>\i% they always produce fome degree of obfcurity 
and ruggednefs. 

Eafy poetry has been fo long excluded by ambi. 
tion of ornament, ^Eind luxuriance of imagery, that 
its nature feems now to be forgotten, Affeftation, 
however oppofite to eafe, is fometimes miftaken 
for it: and thofe who afpire to gentle elegance, 
qqlleft female phrafes and fafliionable barbarifms, 
^xxA imagine that ftyle to be eafy which cuftom has 
i^iaile familiar. Such was the idea of the poet who 
'wrotef the foHowihg verfes to a count efs cutting paper : 

■'^ '^^Paltdii^e^vaj^rifo^mednd&idj 

'* / She w0iid':it« dfi^kaji ngiy^ihing 

:> : Eifber to<ak)cUeft i>r foif Go4j 
l(; iMtik twcarkf nor jpla^ laor pai^, nor fing, . 
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: .. ^^ frownM, wd *' Ufe (he cr/d) thofc cyf^ ^ ^, 

" So fldlful, and thofe hands fo taper j 
" Do fomething cxquifite and wife*' — 

Slfebow'd, obeyM liim, and cut paper. 
This vexing him who gave her birth, 
* Thought by all Heaven a burning Jbamt^ 
What doesjbe nexty but bids on earth 

Her Burlington do juft the. Came ^ 
P alias y you give jo\xx£d£^ratfge airs i 

, Bjit fure you'll find it hard to fpoil 
The fenfe and tafte of one that bears 

'Hic name of Savile and of Boyle. 
Alas! one bad example fliown, 

' How quickly aU the fex purfue ! j ' 

See, madam! fee the arts o'erthrown 
; between John Overton and yoUf 

It is the prerogative of eafy poetry to be und^- 
ftood as long as the language lalls; but modes* bif 
fpeech, which owe their prevalence only to ' rticJdilh 
folly, or to the eminence pf thofip that ufe iti^mV^ddi^ 
^way with their invexjitors, and their meaning^ in\a 
•few years, is no longer known. V 7*^^^ 

Eafy poetry is commonly fought in petty . cl^itf-. 
pofitions upon minute fubjcfts; but eafe, tttou^^ift 
excludes pomp, will admit greatnefs. Many' \\ntk 

in Cato^s foliloquy are at once eafy and fiibfime:' ^^ , 

'^ '.../' ..i ^')idu 

*Tis the divinity that ftirs withio. ^ ; i .-: j. ^-n* 

Tis Heaven itfelf that ppints out an hereafter. 
And intimates eternity to man. 

If there's a power above us, 
And that theft is all nature cries aloud 
Thro' all her works, he muft delight in virtue, . 
And th^t which he delights in mud be happy. . 

Nor 
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Nor is eafe more contrary to wit thJin to ftablitnity ; 
the celebrated ftanza of Cowley^ on a lady elatprately 
drefled, lofea, nothing of it$ freedgm by the. Spirit of 
the fentiment ; 

Th' adorning thee with fo much art 

Is but a barbarous (kill, 
*Tis like the pois'ning of a datt^ " * 

Too apt before to kilL 

Cowley fecms to have poffeffed the power of writ- 
ing eafily beyond any other of our poets ; yet his 
purfuit of remote thought led hira often into harfli- 
nefs of expreflion. Waller often attempted^ but fel- 
dom attained it ; for he is too frequently driven, into 
tranfpofitions. The poets, from the time of Dryden^ 
have gradually advanced in embelliftiment, and eon- 
^quently departed from fimpUcity and eafe, 
^. J 3^0^ require. from any author many pieces of eafy 
t>9etry, would be indeed to opprefs him with top 
hard a talk. It is lefs difficult to write a volume of 
lines fwelled with epithets, brightened by %ure^ 
apd, ftiffened, by, tranipofitions,, than to produce a/ew 
couplets .graced only by naked elegance^ and fimple 

funty, which require, fo much care and (kill, that 
doubt ^whether any of our autfiprs have yet been 
able, for twenty lines together, nicely to oblerve the 
true definition of eafy poetry; - 
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J^VUB. 78. Saturday, OSober IS, 175fl. 



I HAVE pafled the fummer in one of thofe 
, flaces to which a mineral fpring gives the idle 
and knurioM an anmial reafon for reforfing, \(rhen* 
ever they fancy themfehes offended by the heat of 
Juffndon. What is the true motive of this periocEc^l. 
affeod^fy^ r have never yet been able to difcover. 
He greater |>art of the vifitants neither feel difeaffii 
nor fear thcsou What pleafore can be expeSed 
inorevllian tjie tariety of the jonmey, I know not, 
idr the immberg are too great for privacy, and**t66 
JioaU fior diverfiom As each is kno\im[ to'be afp|y 
4ipOA the reft, they aU live in continual reffrsoht^^ a^A 
leaving ^but ai nani3w range for cenfiire, they graiif^ 
it0( ctaMings by preying on one-another, '' ;^ 

yfiBut every condition has fomc advantages. "16 
tbk xzonfiaement, 'it fm^Ier circle affords* oppo'r^a* 
titties for mo^ exafl: obfervation. The glafs thst 
mxgNSa^ 4ts obje£l contra^s the fight to a poin^'; 
«idjthe mmd muft be fixed upon a fingle charafter ^ 
^<i;emark its minute pecutliarities. Tile quality ci 
h2^ which pafife& unobferved in the tutnuit ot^fttc- 
laiffiv^ muliifudes, becomes cohlpituous vj^leii it' ^ifc 
0ff(5foi^to the noYtoe day after duy; atid' perhi^S'^'^l 
^baSl<f, .^without any diftinft notici?, ^nHthouia^ 
jyykeo^yt late companioni; for^ ^en the*-fte<ii^'X^ 
te^^v^a^ipkaft«?e>* >ii"^ ^ghtC^ dO^ft^^^'tOffts^^^ 
*\\i\ afide 
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afide before a deep impreffion can be made upon 
the mind. 

There was a felefk fett, fuppofed to be dUlin* 
guifhed by fuperiority of intelleds, who always pafled 
the evening together. To' be admitted tb thin^'con- 
verfation was the higheft honour [of the place ; many 
youths afpired to diftiudion, by preti^j^ing' td ticc^ 
. (ional invitations ; and the ladies w^e often wjl^i% 
to be men, that they might partake (he pkafofe^ of 
learned fociety. . - ^ « 

I know not whether by merit or deftmy, r.waJ, 
foon after my arrival, admitted to ihis eAvie^ "pariy^ 
which I frequented till I had leartied the art.by;which 
each endeavoured to fupport his dJarafter.:* ^ ^ 

Tom Steady was a vehement aflertor of uikontro* 
Verted truth ; and by keeping himfelf oxn cl ihfc 
* reach pf contradiftion had acquired all thcf cbalSif 
dence which the confcipufoefs of irrefifliblc abiU- 
ties could have given. I was once naentlonflig a 
man of eminence,. and, after having recounted hit 
virtues^ endeavoured to reprefent him . folly, : by 
mentioning his faulty $ir^ faid Mr. Siiady^ fbit 
he has faults J caneqfily beiievCy for wbo^ h ^witAoat 
them? , JVc?, marif S/r, is '.now alive, amang the inm^ 
mer able mult itt^es that f'warm upnthe ^arth, bowkver 
' wife ^ or however ^ood^ who. has not^ in fome degree^ 
his failings and his faults. If there, he anf mdn fiodK , 
lefsy^ hrifig him forth into publick view, fhew Inm 
cp^vly^ : wd^ , let him be , known; but I wHl venture :/» 
^^rPip,4^rJi^ th$^ f^nttvry' be fkdnfy fbewn, fboH 
^/'zpoy^ .tffai^^^itfp^ ^fyat, no fucb mm is M he founds 
T^lJl^Mi/'^i.^^y ^ii^^c^bi^'^^Md^^e^feai^i ftudt 
M.:^/. ' '' talk 
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falijsjiribo/e. that are Jhangers in ihe vhrM ; Ihrnn 

fimfiveral nations 9 and canverfed witb all mnksiwf 

$e9ple ; I Jmve knp%vn the great and the mem, the learned 

^pd the ignorant^ tfye eld and ihe youngs the clerical 

find the lay ; but I have never found a man without s 

fault ; emd I/uppofe fhall die in the opinion^ that to hi^ 

human is to befraiL ) 

To aljl this nothing could be oppofed. I lifteoed 

with a hanging head ; Mr. Steady looked round ota 

the hearers with triumph, and faw every eye cangra- 

tulj^tiag his viapry ; he departed, and {pent th^ miift 

morning in following thbfe who retired ixova- i(^ 

company, and telling them, with injundlions of fe- 

crecy, how poor Spritely began to take liberties with . 

men wifer than himfelf ; but that he fuppreffed hii^ 

by a dedfive argument, which put him totally. tp 

fUence. • 

Dick Snug is a' man of fly remark and pi^y fen- 

tentioufnefs : he never immerges himfelf in tti^* ftream 

of converfation, but lies to catch his coitipjyaioiisbcilt 

the eddy : he is often very fuccefsful in breaking 

narratives and confounding eloquence. A' .j^ntle- 

riian, giving the hiftory of one of his acquaintance, 

mjide mention of a lady that ^ had many iov^rs ^ 5n&^;z, 

faj4 Dick, JIjc was either iMndfome.oriridfi .\Chis 

obferyation being well received, jD/ri& watpbedi^thfe 

of the tale; ^ncj, bearing of a man loft in/a 

s, remai:ked, that nq man/m^as. ever drgwneU 

land* . r: dwrA^ 

Startle is a man of exquifite: fenlifcajyfey, 

elicacy if^f frame . and quidcnefe: of . ;difci&nt- 

bjed him to impfe^ign^ from the' flighteft 

,,, ... ' caufes; 
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caufel; and Mrho thar^sre ps^s hb life between 

rapture and horror, in qmvsermgs of deHght, or cbn* 

mtlfions erf dtfguft. His emotions ate too violent ftlfe 

toany words; his thoughts are always (^covered By 

exciamations. Vile^ odious^ horrid^ deteflable^ and 

fu/eet^ charming^ delightful^ ajionijhing^ compofe almoft 

his whole vocabulary, which he utters With varidtis 

contortions and gefticulations, not eafily related or 

4fcBfcribed. ^ 

Juck SoHd is a man of much reading, who utters 

tio^mg but quotations: but having been, I fupl 

pde^ too confident of his memory, he has for 

fom6 time negleded his books, and his ftbc'fe 

• grows every day more fcanty. Mr, Solid has 

<btmd an opportunity every night to repeat, from 

fludibrasy / 

Doubtk(s the pleafure i» as great 
. Of being cheated, as to cheat i 

WX^ irottk Waller y 

Poets lofe half the praifc they would have got, , ^ „ t 
Were it but known that they difcrectly blot. 

,1 IXck Mijhy is a njan of deep refearch, and for- 
cible penetration. Others are content with fupef- 
£cial appearances ; but Dick holds, that there is 
aiol eflfeft; without a caofe, arid values himfelf upon 
dus : pawer of explaining the difficult, and ^- 
playing the abftrufe. Upon a difpute among iW, 
."^isri^.of two young ftrangers was more beauti^l, 
T&ui ivj% Mr. Mf/ly, turning tcrme, like^ Ama- 
Yanthiii beUer than Cbloris. / do not wondef at ihe 

freferencey 
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f reference J for the caufe is evident ; there is in man 
a perception cf hatnumy^ and a fenftbility of perfeSion^ 
which touches tiw finer fibres of the mental texture ; 
and before reafon can defcend from her throne^ to pafs 
h^,fp^tenefup((n^ fhe things cmpared^ drives us tovcfarcU 
the objea proportioned to our faculties^ by an impulfe 
gentle^ yet irref\/iible ; for the barmonick fyjiem of the 
Univerfcj and the reciprocal nu^netifm of fimilar na^ 
iuresy are always operating towards comformity and 
union ; nor can the powers of the foul ceafh from agi* 
tcMofiy fill they find fometbing on which they can rej^. 
1c>'' tfiis nothing uras oppofed } and Amarardbia was 
acknowledged to excel Chioris. - 

r^'0fl3fe Teft you may exped an account from, - ^ 

SIR, yours, '^^ ' 

Robin SpRi+^ip 

* ' ^ ' ' " ' ' t -^•'•'^ 

■ ^ ' - ' ■ .T'JC/p 

' * ■ > itiill'i 



oidj-'Ti;/ ■' 


i£;riv/ /I \ . 


-oln- ■> ' 


-:)fft (u 


ta ii^ '; 


i;. '/! • ;^ 


:;U ..j\ 


.WiV^l ■'■■'.• 


.'I * » » . * 


,J,-:,. 




-i:;if.'r. ' . 


O? "iliJi / 


lonji.-r, -J 


:Kri ;.r:o:;. 


iTifii^ ujf : 


-rmi oii: vj 


-lb cL':nc;t 


iiofto 1-^r 



'■T:\'V 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J 



N'79. THE IDLER, 317 



JiJuMB. 79. Saturdav, OBdher 120, l75p. 
T^ the IBLER- / . ". , 

SIR, • ; ■;;;;; 

XrOUR acceptance of a former letter oil paijij^ 
»g> giye^ me. encourageiBjefttto pffeirijay ^V 
more fketches on the fame fubjeftw / / ..^^ c 

Araofigft ihe painters, and the jvfitys oa pfiinfipg, 
there is one maxima univerfally admitted and conti* 
nually inculcated. Imitate nature is the invariable 
rule ; but I know none who have explained in what 
manner this rule is to be underftood; the confe^ 
quence of which is, that every one takes h in the 
n^oft obvious fenfe, that objefts are reprefented na- 
turally when they have fuch relief that they feem 
real. It may appear ftrange, perhaps, to hear this 
fenfe of the rule difputed ; but it muft be confidered, 
that, if the excellency of a painter confifted only in 
this kind of imitation, painting mufl lofe its rank, 
and be no longer confidered as a liberal art, and 
fifter to poetry, this imitation being merely mecha- 
nical, in which the flowed intelleft is always fure to 
fucceed bed; for the painter of genius cannot 
ftoop to drudgery, in which the underftanding has 
no part ; and what pretence has the art to claini 
kindred with poetry, but by its powers over the ima- 
gination ? To this power the painter of genius di- 
refts him; in this fenfe he ftudies nature, and often 
^ arrive^ 
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a»rf re^ at his end, even by being unnatural itt tKii 
confined fenfe of the word. ■ ' '^ 

The grand ftyle of painting requires this minute 
attention to be carefully avoided, and muft be kept 
a& feparate from it as the ftyle of poetry from that 
of hiftory. Poetical ornaments deftroy that air of 
truth and plainnefs which ought to charafterife hit 
tory ; but the very being of poetry confifts in depart- 
ing from this plain narration, and adopting €very^ 
ornatnent that will warm the imagination. To de- 
fire to fee the excellences of each ftyle unit<^, to"" 
mngk the Dtdch with the Italian fchool, is to jbJ^' 
contrarieties which cannot fubfift together, and which 
deftroy the dficacy of each other. The /ftr/Ai/r, 'at- 
tcxids only to the invariable, the great and geni4*al 
ideas which are fixed and inherent in univeffat M- 
ture; the Dutch, on the contrary, to literal tnith^ 
and a minute exaftnefs in the detail, as I may^f^i 
of nature modifirf by accident. The attention "teli' 
thefe petty peculiarities is the very caufeof this na-^ 
tandnefs (o much admired in the Dutch piMires, 
which, if we fuppofe it to be a beauty, is cerfairily ' 
of a tower order, which ought to give place' ^o" a 
beauty of a fuperior kind, fince' bhe danrio't be' i^t)-^ 
tained-but by departing from the otfier. - ^ - - * z' 

If my opinion was alked concerning the 'wbVks^or 
Michael Angelo, whether they would receive any ad- 
vantage from pofleflkig this mechanical 'meri^' r 
fliould not fcruple to fay they would fe'ot Only^re-, 
ceive no advantage, but would Idfe, in ^ great 'mea-* 
fttfc,- the eifefi which they now have on every ^TOnd 
fufi;eptibte of great and noble ideasl'\fiis VqrKs^ 
may be Md to be all genius and foul}*' antf wfey 
./:.-. fliould 
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IhQuU they be loaded with heavy matter, which caa; 
only counteraft his purpofip by retarding the pro** 
gjcpj^ of the imagination ? 

^ If this ophiion fhould be thought one of the^ wild 
extravagances of enthuliafm, 1 (haU only fay, that' 
t|ipfe who cenfure it are not converfant in the workftj 
of the great matters. It is very difficult to deter* 
mine the exaQ: degree of enthufiafm that the arts of 
painting and poetry may admit. There may per-? 
haps be too great an indulgence, as well as too greats 
a i:eftraint of imagmation ; and if the one produces' 
incoherent monfters, the other produces what is full' 
a& bad, lifelefs iniipidity. An intimate' knowledge^ 
of ,the paffions, and good fenfe, but not commdn. 
kn^ mutt at laft determine its limits. It has hbGO^" 
thpnght, and I believe with reaftwa, that Michael Ai^< 
g4p fcmetimes tranfgreffed thofe limits; and-Ithhifcf 
I^have leen figures of him cf which k was very diftr 
ficnlt to determine whether they, were in the bigheib^ 
degree fublime or extremely ridiculous. Such failt^^ 
may be faid to be the ebullitions of genius ;. but at ^ 
leaft he had this mterit, that he never was infipid,^ 
and whatever paffion his works may excite, they wiHl 
always efcape contempt. „ . :^ 

What I have had under confideration is the fid^- 
li^meft ftyle, particularly that of Michael An^la^ the 
Hffmer of painting. Other kinds may admit of ihisL 
njaturaln^fsj which of the loweft kind is thexhief/ 
merit } but in parting, as in poetry, the.higheffcftylfli 
has the leaft of common nature. .: n-y^ 

. One may very faf^ly recomm^R4 a Utile mdre en*': 
thufiafm ta the modern paiptqrsj too much is ceir#t 
tainlyi^ot the vice of the prefent age* : The Mli^m' 
^ feem 
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feem t<) have been cdntmually declining m this re* 
fpeft from the time of Michael Angela to that of 
Carlo Marattiy and from thence to the very batlios 
of infijudity to which they are now funk ; fo that 
there is no need of remarkkg^ that where I men* - 
tk^ied the Italian painters in oppofition to the Dutcb^ 
I mean not the modems, but xht heads of the old 
Homan and Bologman fchools ; nor did I mean to hl. 
chule in my idea of an Italian painter^ the Venetian 
fehooly which may be faid to be the Duteb part of 
the Jjarmit genius. I have only to add a word of 
advice to the painters, that, however excellent they 
may be in painting naturally, they would not flatter 
tfianfelves very much upon it; and to the con^ 
noifleurs, that when they fee a cat or fiddle painted 
fo finely, that, as the phrafe is, // looks as if you could 
take it upy they would not for that reafon imme- 
diately compare the pamter to Rqffaelle and Michael 
Angela *. 

* 3y Sir Jolhua ReynoUs. 
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jijVij^i^.^uuna, wmtu ua5 i^iiiguiinca lome lyonms 

Vjtl)out. jqQ;V^.tion o^ defire, now feels a fudden renova-^ 

.^ign q>f,^ facultijes^* Ji.\jjasJ9«g^.Qfc by PytAa- 

'g^,(^y ^Jifit fibility .and ne^eflity dwell near eaclj 9ihen 

Sfe« $b*tiygndered in the g^fdep withput fenfe of it$ 

ft^fisgape, ?nd lay fjay, a,ftef day ftretgl^ed upon ^ 

cQo\i^A)«ebM\4 * g^^?!^ curlfUfi^ .unwilling to wa^^j, anfl 

unsthk Jto flfpp^ ^o^ fmnrnpns her thoughts tp cdnfider 

-ubjch of ^f^ laft ye^'s ^lo^es |hall be feen again, and 

to jaimkipM^ the, rapture of a new jfuit ; th^. day and 

(the^ night a^e nv^ ^?l* 3^*^^ occupation ;' th^ lace?, 

.whi?bjif«i?e'too^Be jo ^ Vj?ISt?n?o9g ruf^cka, are ^^ 

ken fr#aitb^.lM)!fi§}f! sfi^ f,G.iiiewed, W the ,eye /s'-^p 

di»Qa^,|IJlfif(^d A^ IflfePW^ t^isfli .whole -pi^9f 

: ^ Vol. VII. Y ^ ^ ^ 'But 
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But happiiids is nothing if it is not known^ and 
very little tf it is not envied. Before the day of de- 
parting a week is always appropriated to'the paymeni 
and reception of ceremonial vifits, at which nothing 
can be mentioned but the delights of Londm. The 
lady who is haftenifag to the ftene of adion flutters 
her wings, difplays her prc^peds of felicity, tells how 
flie grudgeii leVery moment of delay, and, in the pre- 
fence ofdiofe whbm flie khoWs condemned to {lay at 
home, is fure to wonder by what arts life can be 
made fupportable through a winter in the coimtry, and 
to tdl how often, amidft the ecftafies of an opera, fhe 
Ihall pity thofe frl^ds whom fhe has left behind. H^ 
hope of giving pain is feldom dUaj^iointed ; the afie&- 
ed indiflTerence of one, the faint congratuladons of ano*^ 
ther, the wiDies of fome openly confisflfed, and the 
filent dejedk>n of the reft, all exalt her opinion of her 
own fuperiority. 

But, however we may labour for our own deeqi- 

tion, truth, though unwelcome, will fomeciitia: in* 

trude upbjdt the mind, lliey who hate ahfwdy m^ 

joyed the crowds and noife of d^ great city, Jsnow 

that tfaehr defire to return is little more than iim reft^ 

leflhefs of a vacant mind, that they are not fo inuKh 

led by hope as driven by dffguft, s^ wifh radler to 

leave the coimtry than to fee the <towh. Tbs» is 

commonly m every coach a paffianger enwnpped m, 

filent expe£httion, whofe joy is more fincer& and 

whofe hopes are more eatalted. Itie .virgin wkHn 

'the laft (ummer releafed finom her goiMrnefe, and 

-who is 'no^ going betwten her^modier and iMrjnmt 

ht^ the fortui^e^frheri^t suid beattty, fu^;Niaa4ii> 

*^&zcf in ^e ^ay it^rcffimtation. ^e bi^«i«» *m^ 

.17. a. rfA£ 
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^ ffiSing into another world, and images London as 
an diyfian region, where every hour hag its proper 
pleafure, where nothing is feen but the blaze of 
wealth) and nothing heard but merriment and flattery; 
where the morning always rifes on a fhow^ and the 
evening clofes on a ball } where the eyes are ufed only 
to/park^, and the feet only to dance« 

Her aunt a|»d her mother amufe themfelves on the 
road, with teUii^ her of dangers to be dreaded, and 
cautions to be obfervetL She hears them as they 
bearjd their predeceflbrs, with incredulity or contempt. 
She fees that they have ventured and efcaped ; and 
one of the pleafures which fhe promifes herfelf is to 
dete£l their falfehoods, and be freed from their admo? 
nitions. 

We are inclined to believe thofe whom we do not 
know, hecaufe they have never deceived us. The fair 
adventurer may perhaps liften to the Idler^ whom ihe 
caniK>t ioipeft of rivalry or malice; yet he fcarcely 
expeds to be aedited when he tells her, that her ex- 
pcdatioDS will likewife end in dilappointment. 
. Hie unifc^m neceflfities of human nature produce 
itt a great meafure uniformity of life, and for part of 
the day make one place like another ; to drefs and 
to iduhrefs, to eat and to fieep, are the fame in ton* 
dm as in the ccmntry. The fupemumerary hours 
have indeed a great variety both c^ pleafure and of 
pdn. The ftnmger, gaz^ on by multitudes at her 
.firft appearance in the F^k, is perhaps on the highefl 
fUmmit' of female haj^ineft ; but how great is the 
anguift when die novdty of another face draws her 
worfiappers away I The heart may leap for a time im- 
derafinegown; but the fight ofa gowM yet finer putt 

Ya * aa 
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an end to rapture. In the firft row at an opcttk two 
hour$ may be happily paflTed in Eftemng to the tnirfi^k 
on the ftage, and watching the glances rf'the compa* 
ny ; but how will the night end In defpondency when 
fhe that imagmed herfelf the fovereign of the place^ 
fees lords contending to Idad Iris to her chair ! There 
is little pleafure in converfatipn to her whofe wit is re- 
garded but in the fecontl place ; and ^ho ean dance 
with eafe or fpirit that fees Amaryllis led out before her? 
She that fancied nothing but a fucceffion of pfeafures, 
will find herfelf engaged wifliout dcfign in numbertefs 
competitions, and mortified without provocation with 
numberlefs afHiftions. 

But I do not mean to extinguilh that ardour which 
1 wifli to moderate, or to difcourage thofe whom I 
am endeavouring to reftrain. To ktiow the WOrW is 
neceflary, fihce we were bom for the help of ofife 
another ; and to know it ^rly is convenient^ if it be 
only that we may learn early to defpife it. 6hdi1fat 
brings to London a mind well preparied for imptm^^ 
ment, though (he miffes her hope of uninterfu|>f^ 
. happinefs,, will gain m return an oppdrtttnity df add- 
ing knowledge to vivacity^ and^cnhrjging innbceaoe ^ 
^virtue. ' - . ,r, 



* .1;. . 
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Numb. 81. Satv&t) ay, Novembers, 1759. 

As the 'Englijh army wa^ paffing towards ^ebec 
along a foft favatina between a mountain and 
a laj:e, one of the petty diiefe of the 'inland re- 
^om. ftppd upon a rock furrounded by bis clan, 
and from behind the ihelter of the bufhes con- 
templated the art and regularity of European war. 
It was "Evening, the tents were pitched: he ob- 
served th6 fecurity >^ift which the troops refted in 
the night, and the' order with which the march 
was reriewipd in the' morning. He continued to 
jj^fue them with his eye till -they could be feen 
T^ longer, and then ftood for fome time filent and 
^nfive»" ' ... .; ^ 

Then returning to his followers, ^* My children, 
•« (faid he,) i have often heard from men hoary 
*^ with long^ life, that there was a time wtien our 
J** anc^ftors .were abfolute lords of the tfroods, the 
•* meadows,; ^nd the lakes, wherever the eye can 
*^ readh 6r* the foot can pafs. They fiflied and 
•*- hunted, fpafted Md danced, and when they 
** were weary May down under the firfl: thicket, 
** without danger, and without fear. They changed 
** their habitations as the feafons required, con- 
•* venience prompted,- or ciiriofity allured them; 
" aad fometimes gathered the fruits of the moun- 

¥3 " tain. 
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'^ tain, and fomedmes fported in canoes along the 
« coaft. 

** Many years and ages arc fuppofed to have 
** been thus paffed in plenty and fecurity; when, 
•* at laft, a new race of men entered our country 
** from the great ocean. They inclofed themfdves 
^* in habitations of (lone, whidi our anceftors 
^' could neither enter by violence, nor deftroy by 
*' fire. They iffued from thofe faftneflfes, fome* 
" times, covered like the armadillo with fhclls, 
*' from which the lance rebounded on the (Inker, 
♦^ and fometimes carried by mighty beafts which 
•* had never been feen in our vales or forefts, of 
^* fuch ftrength and fwiftnefs, that flight and op. 
** pofition were vain alike. Thofe invaders ranged 
** over the continent, flaughtering in their rage 
^* thofe that refifted, and thofe that fubmitted, in 
<^ their mirth. Of thofe that remained, fome were 
'^ buried in caverns, and condemned to dig metals 
^* for their matters ; fonie were employed in tilling 
^' the ground, of which foreign tyrants devour tl^e 
«^ produce; and, when the fword and the min^s 
** have deftroyed the natives, they fupply thdr 
^* place by human beings of another colour, brought 
^' from fome diftant country to perifli here under 
*' toil and torture. 

" Some there are who boaft their humanity, and 
^' content themfelves to feize our chaces and 
^* fiflierics, who drive tis from every track of groutid 
<« where fertility and pleafant(iefs invite them to fettle, 
*' and make no war upon us except when we inttude 
^* ppon our own lands. 

<« Others 
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<' Others pretend 10 h^ye purchafed a righit of 

^^ refideace and tyranny; but furely the infolence 

^^ of Xuch bargains is more offenfive than th^ avowed 

^V and open dominion of force. What reward can 

^^. induce the poffeiTor of a country to admit a ftranger 

" more pow^ul than himfelf ? Fraud or terror muft 

** operate in fuch contrads; either they proimfed* 

^ protean which they never have afforded, or in^ 

** flru^on which they never imparted. We hoped 

'^ to be fecured by their fiivour from fome other evil, 

*' or tp learn the arts of Europe^ by which we might 

•* ba able to fecure ourfelves. Theu: power they ne- 

^' yer have exerted in our defence^ and their arjs ^hey 

, ^^ have ftudioufly concealed from us. The^^ ^eatias 

v*^ are only to decdve, and their traiEck only to 

*^ defraud us. They have a written law among them, 

^' of which they boaft as derived from Him who made 

^* the earth and fea, and by which they profefs to be^ 

.^^ lieve that man will be made h^ppy when life fhall 

•' forfake him. Why is not this law communicated 

^^ to us ? It is concealed becaufe it is violated. For 

'^ how can they pri^ach it to an Indian nation, when I 

^^ am told that one of its firft precepts forbids them 

• ^ to do to otho's what they would not that others 

« feould do to them ? 

*' But the time perhaps is now approaching when 
*^ the pride -of ufurpation Ihall be cniflied, and the 
** cruelties of invafion fhall be revenged. The fons 
** of rapacity have now drawn their fwords upon each 
** other, and referred |heir claims to the decifion of 
, <« war } let us look unconcerned upon the flaughter, 
*« and remember that the death oJf every European 

Y4 " delivers 
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« ddlSY6H fhe ciftititry frbta k tfVaftt A9 a rbVbit ; for 
" what is Ae claim of dthet ftittkniy but the d&Sm 
*♦ of thfc VAIture to the leveitf, of the ii^6t ib Hhe 
^ Awn? ' Let th6m thSh cbiitSiiik'ib dHj^e^thfeir 
" titk to>egioiis irhich thdy tairrtrdt^^'p*6jf)fe, td ptr- 
*« chafe by danger and blood the ettipMy ffignity 6f do- 
*^ ttifeiion ovfer mottnt^uhs which they will *itevcr dWAb^ 
*'' and rivers which they will never J)irfe. Uelt tf^ fen- 
.** deirtrdur, in the mcah iiWie, to listrfl ffcdr /^ci- 
'^ (fline, ind to fcfrge their ^hcpoai j ittd whih diey 
<^ ftallbK «reafcen<fd with mitttal feughtefi toiis V61h 
^ down u^n thttft, 'force thdr i*mahls t*a ta*!e ^e(. 
^ tcr in their^fHps, ^d rdgn oJnce more mi^iiff ilStfive 
" «iountryi*^ * ' * 
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N0MB4 82. Satueday, November 10, 17^ 
To the IDLER. 

YYSCOURSING in my laft letter on the 
T:. diflfcrcnt pm&ice of the ItaHan and Duf^b 
painters, I ob&rved, that ^^ the Italian painter at« 
*^ tends only to the invariable, tb^ great and general 
<' ideas which ate fixed and inherent in univerfal na« 
** ture." 

I was led into the fubjed of this letter by endea* 
Touring to fiK the original caufe of this conduft of 
the Italian mafter^ if it can be proved that by this 
choice they feleded the moft b^utiful part of the crea- 
tion, it will fliew how much their principles are founded 
on reafon, and, at the fame time, difcover the origin 
of our ideas of beauty. 

I fuppofe it will be eafily granted, that no man 
can judge whether any animal be beautiful in its 
kind, or deformed, who has feen only one of that 
fpecies; that is as conclufive in regard to the hu- 
man figure i fo that if a man, bom blind, was to 
recover his fight, and the moft beautiful woman 
was brought before him, he could not determine 
whether fhe was handfome or not ; nor, if the moft 
beautiful and moft deformed were produced, could 
he any better determine to which he fhould give 
the preference, having feen only thofe two. To 

diftinguiib 
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dillipguiih beau^, then, in^Iies the havinsg feeo 
many individuals of that fpecies. If it is afked, 
ho\Y is more ikill acquired by the obfervation (^ 
greater numbers ? I anfwer that, in confequence of 
baring feen many, the power is acquired, even with** 
out feeking after it, of dilUnguiibo^g between acci« 
dental blemifhi^s. and excrefcences which are c<mti- 
nually varying the fur&ce of Nature's works, and the 
invariable general form which nature moft frequemly 
|>roducet, and aivirays feems to intend in her produc- 
lIQns. 

^ Thus amongft the blades of grafs or leaves of 
the fame tree, though no two can be found exzGdy 
alike, yet the general form is invariable : A na- 
turaljfl:, before he chpfe one as a £unp]e, would 
examine many, fince, if he took the firft that 
occurred, it might have, by accident or otherwife, 
fuch a form as that it would fcarcely be known to be- 
long to that fpecies,; he feleds, as the painter does, 
the mofl; beautiful, that is, tl^e moft general forn^ of 
nature. 

Every fpecies of the animal as well as the vege- 
tate creation may be faid to have a fixed or d^er- 
minate form toward^ which nature is continually 
inclining, like various lines terminating in the c^- 
tre ; or it may be compared to pendulums vibrating 
In different directions over one central point, and 
as they all crofs the centre, though only one paffes 
through any other point, fp it will be found that 
perfed beauty is oftener produced by nature than 
deformity; I do not mean than deformity in genci* 
ral, but than any one kind of deformity. To in- 

ftance 
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ftance in a particular part of a feature : the line that 
forms the ridge of the nofe is beautiful vihen it is 
ftraight ; this then is the central form, tvhich is oftener 
found than either concave, convex, pr any otl^r irre- 
gular form that (hall be propoled. As we are then 
pnore accuftomed to beauty than deformity, we may 
conclude that to be the reaftm why we approve and 
admire it, as we approve and admire cuftom^ and 
iafhions of drefs for no other reafen than that we 
are ufed to them, fo that diough habit and cuftom 
cannot be faid to be the caufe of beauty, it is cer- 
tainly the caufe of our liking it; and I have no 
doubt but that, if we were more ufed to deformity 
than beauty, deformity would then lofe the idea now 
annexed to it, and tike that of beauty; as, if the 
whole world (hould agree that yes and no fliould change 
thdr meanings, yes would then deny, and no would 
affirm* 

Whoever undertakes to proceed further m this 
argument, and endeavourf to fi^ a general criterion 
oif beauty refpeOing different fpecies, pr to fhcw 
why onie fpecies is more beautifol than another, it 
will be requfared from him firft to prove that one 
fpecies is really more beautiful than another. That 
we prefer one to the other, and with very good rea- 
fon, will be readily granted; but it does not follow 
from thence that we think it a more beautiful form ; 
for we have no [criterion of form by which to deter- 
mme our judgment. He who fays a fwan is more 
beautiful than a dove, means little more than that 
he has more pleafure in feemg a fwan than a dove, 
cither from the flatelineTs of its motions, or its being 

I a more 
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atmove rv^t bisd^ and he b^o :gikres .^ jsicfeieaoe 
ao the dovcy does, it irom fome ^ociatioa .of ideas 
vi jnaocesee thst be almraySv annezts to the 4(i»re; 
hvtj if be'pceten^s to defend the preference .he. gives 
.to one or the othes by ^dft^Aicmring to {vrolre. that 
tfan inore beamifiaL iirifi iprbceedtr^tim a ^wuii- 
^ctdar gradstloR of nm^tudi^ undidatieii of a jdnxve^ 
m dire£lioii ^f i:a line, or whatever oth^ tcoooett 
cf im imaginaftito dieJiall fix <»i as a oiiterkm of. 
:f3rm, he willlbe^coiHinusdly contmdiding hini£df, aod 
find at laft thai the great Mother of Nature; wHl not 
be fub^eded to fuch narrow rules. Amoi^ tbe vackms 
jDcafons why xire prefer one part of her Iworks tQ ano« 
ther, the moft general, I b^ve, is habit and cwftom:; 
cnflbm .makes, in a oertain i&nfe> white black, ^nd 
black wb^ ; it is cnftom alcme determines our prefer* 
lence of the colour of dse Europeans to th&.Mtbiofians ; 
and they, for the fame reafon, prefer their own cc^r 
to ours. I fuppofe *nobody will ckiubc, if one qf their 
painters were to paint the goddefe pf beauty, but th^t 
iae would reprefent her black, with thick Ups^ fiat 
.nofe^ and woolly hair ; and, it feems to me, hie wroidd 
aft very unnaturally if he did not ; for by .what crite- 
rion will any one difpute the propriety of his idea ? 
We, indeed, fay, tluu the ferm and colour of the 
Euro^n is preferable to t^t of the j^thiopi<m ^ b^t 
1 know of no reafon we have for it, but itbat we^i^c 
vore accuftomed to it. It is abinrd to fay^ that beauty 
Js poffeffed of attraftive powers, which irrefiftftily jfeiac 
tiie Gorrefponding nrind with love and adoiiiration, iince 
that aijggiment; h ec^ually eonclufive in favour of the 
white and the black philofo^o'. . : • - j. 
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The Macfc' atid' white natiotts mcfft, In tefpeft of 
beauty, te cotifidered as df different kinds, at leaft 
a different IJjedeS 6f the fame kind j from one of 
which to the bthfer, as 1 obferved, no inference can be 
drawn. ' >i , 

Novelty is faid to be one of the caiifes of beauty^ 
that ndvelty.is a very fufficient reafon w'h^ we 
Ihould admire, is not denied ; but, becauft it * is 
uncommon, 'is *it therefore beautiful? The beautjl' 
that is produced by colour, ^s when Wd {)refer onti 
bird to another, , though of the fame form^ on account 
of its colour, lias nothing to do with this argumcitf; 
which reaches only to form. J have here confidered 
the word beauty as being properly applied to formi 
alone. There is a neceffity of fixing this confined 
fenfe ; for there can be no argument, if the fenfe of 
the word is extended to every thing that is approved. 
A rofe may as well be faid to be beautiful, becaufe it 
has a fine fmell, as a bird becaufe of its colour. Whea 
we apply the word beauty^ we do not mean always by 
it a more beautiful form, but fomething valuabl? on 
account of its rarity, ufefulnefs, colour, or any other 
property. A horfe is faid to be a beautiful animal ; 
but, had a horfe as few good qualities as a tortoife, 
I do not imagine that he would be then efteemed beau- 
tiful. 

A fitnefs to the end propofed, is feid to be another 
caufe of beauty j but fuppofing we were proper judges 
of what form is t^e moft proper in an animal to confti* 
tute ftrength or fwiftnefs, we always determine con- 
cerning its beauty, before we exert our underftandin^ 
to judge of its fitnefs. 

From 
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From what has beea iaid, it may be inferred, Aat 
the works of nattire, if we compare one jjpedes widi 
another, are all equally beautiful ; and that preference 
is given 6:t>m cuftom, or fome afibdation of ideas zziid 
that, in creatures of the fame fpecies, beauty is the 
medium or centre of all various forms. 

To conclude, then^ by way of corollary : if it ^ 
i>een proved, that the pamter, by attending to die in- 
Variable and general ideas oj^ nature, produces beautjr, 
iie muft, by regarding minUte particularities and acd- 
dentai dificriminations, deviate firom the uo^erfal rnfe, 
and jH}iiiite his canvas with deformity *• 

^ By Sir Jdflroa Reynolds. 
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KuMB. 83. Saturday, November 17, 17^* 
To the IDLER. 



I 



SIR, 

SUPPOSE you have forgotten that many weeks 
ago I promifed to fend you an account o^ my 
companions at the Wells. You would not deny mc 
a place among the moft faithful votaries of idlehefs> 
if you knew how often I have recolledled my engage- 
ment, and contented myfelf to delay the perform- 
ance for fome reafon which I durft not examine 
becaufe I knew it to be falfe; how often I have 
fct down to write, and rejoiced at interruption; 
and how often I have praifed the dignity of refolu- 
tion, determined at night to .write in (he mornings 
and deferred it in the morning to the quiet hours of 
night. 

I have at laft begun what I have long wiflied at an 
end, and find it more eafy than I expefted to continue 
my narration. 

Our aflembly could boaft no fuch conftellation 
of intellects as Vlarendon's band of aflbciates. We 
had among us no Selden, Falkland, or Waller; but 
we had men not left important in their own eyes, 
though lefs diftinguiflied by the publick; and many 
a time have we lamented the partiality of mankindt. 
and agreed that >itien of the deepeft inquiry fome* 
titles let thehr dijfcoveries die away in fileuce, that 
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the molt comprehenfive obfervers liave feldoqi op- 
portunities of imparting their remarks, and that 
modeft merit pafles in the crowd unknown and un- 
heeded. 

One of the greatefl* men of the fociety was Sim 
Scruple, who lives in a continual cquipoife of 
^oubt, and is a conftant enemy to confidence and 
dbgmatifm. Sim*s favourite topick of converiation 
is the narrownefs of the human mind, the falla- 
cioulhefs of our fenfes, the prevalence of early pre- 
judice, and the uncertainty of appearances- Sim, 
has many doubts about the nature of death, and is 
fomedmes inclined ' to believe that fenfation flia^ 
liirvive motion, and that a dead man may 'fed' 
though he cannot ftir. He has fometimes hintjed' 
that man might perhaps have been naturally a ijua-' 
druped ; and thinks it would be very proper, that'>t 
tKe Foundling Hofpital fome children fhould* t>e in-'j 
cipfed in an apartment in which the nurfes fhouM 
be obliged to walk half upon four and half uppii 
two legs ; that the younglings, being bred without the' 
prejudice of example, might have no other guidc| 
tHan nature, and might ^t laft come forth into tjie 
world as genius fhoulid direft, ereft or prone, *on two ^ 
legs or on four. 

The jiext in dignity of mien and fluency c^f talk' 

was Dick Wormwood, whofe fole delight is to ' 

find everything yvrong. Dick never enters a rpppi 

.byt Jie Oiews.that the door* and the chimi^y are ^* 

placed. He never walks ipto the fields but he. iEui48 

■ground ploughed which is fitter ^i^paftji^jfu Re % 

.always an enemy to the prefept £|j^^^ jB(e |[q|j^ 

that all the beauty and virtue of women will toon 

be 
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be deftroyed by the ufc of tea. He triumphs whett 
be talks on the pirefent fyftem of education, and 
tells us with great vehemence, that we are leairning ~ 
words when We flioiild learn things. He is of opii 
iiion that we fuck-in errors at the nurfe's breaft^ 
and thinks it extremely ridiculous that childrea 
fliould be taught to ufe the right haiid rather thaa 
the left. 

Bob Sturdy confidcrs it as a point of bodoiur 
to fay again what he has once faid, and wonders 
how any man that has been known to altet his opU 
tiion, can look his neighbours in the face* Bob t$ 
the moft formidable difputant of the whole com* 
pafty ; for, without troubling himfelf t^ fearch for 
teafons, he tires his antagonift with f epeafted affirnm^ 
tions. When Bob has been attacked for an h6« 
with all the powers of eloquence and reafon, and 
his pofition appears to all but himfelf utterly un- 
tenable, he always clofes the debate with his firft 
declaration, introduced by a flout preface of con- 
temptuous civility. ^* All this is very judicious; 
^' you may talk. Sir, as you pleafe ; but I will ftill 
** fay what I faid at firft.*^ Bob deals much in uni- 
verfals, which he has now obliged us to let palS 
without exceptions. He lives on an annuity, and 
holds that there are as many thieves as traders ; he is 
of loyalty i^nfliaken, and always maintains j that he 
^ho/ees a Jacobite fees a tafcaL 

Phil Gentle is an enemy to the tudeniefs of 

contradidHon and the turbulence of debate. Phit 

has no notions of his own^ and thierefore willingly 

catches from the laft fpeaker fuch as he ftiall drop* 

This inflexibility of ignorance is ealily accommd- 

Vol. VU. 2 dated 
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dated to any tenet ; his only difficulty is^ whi^n the 
difputants grow zealous, hov^ to be of two contrary 
^nions at once. If no appeal is made to his 
jadgmeht, he has the art of diflributing his atten- 
tion and his fmiles in fuch a manner, that each 
lihinto'him of his own party; but if he is obl%«d 
to fp^, he then obferves that the queftion is dif- 

aever received fo much pleafure frbte 

t; that neither of the controvertifts 

md his match in any ot 

oootPs aflertion is very 1; 

; great force in what ^ 

it. By this indefinite d 

fatisfied ; for he diat h 

tr ; and he that has felt 

1 to have dfcaped fo well 

lam, SIR^ youps* &?fi;;on^ 

;:'. : . • ....,..;!.. ■ h . •>j;/'i; y^^f^) 

,. . . . -:"jif: ^.ii noqi'' 

: : . ■ ..'If* Yih pA\ 
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Numb. 84. Saturpay, J^ovembef^S^i^ 17 5§* 

glOGRAPHY IS, 

rative writing, tha 
and n;ioft eafily applied 

In romances, when 
lies open to invention 
itlade more numerous, 
5ind the events., more w 
of life when fancy b e 
fon and correfted by e; 
raifes little curiofity w 
though it may, perh; 
model of a neat or elej^ 

knowing what it contains, but how it is written ; or 
thofe that are weary of themfelves, may have re- 
cpurfe to it as a pleafmg dream, of which, when 
they awake, they voluntarily difmifs the images from 
their minds. 

The examples and events of hiftory prefs^ indeed^ 
upon the mind with the weight of truth ; btit when 
they are repofited in the memory, they are oftenet 
employed for Ihew than ufe,' and rather diverfify 
converfation than regulate life. Few are engaged 
in fuch fcenes as give them opportunities of grow- 
ing wifer by the downfal of ftatefmen or the defeat 
of generals. The ftratagems of war, and the in- 
trigues of courts, are read by far the greater part of 
mankind with the fame indifference as the adven« 
tures of fabled heroes, or the revolutions of a harf 

Z 2 region* 
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region. Between faUiehood and ufelefs truth there 
is Uttle difference. As gold which he cannot fpend 
will mafce no man rich, fo ki^owled ge which he c^ *- 
potjppl y will make n o man wife. 
,- The, mifchievous confequences of vice and folly, 
of irregular defires and predominant paffions, ar^ 
beft difcovered by thofe relations which are levelled 
with the general furface of life, which tell not how 
any man became great, but how he was made hap* 
py^ not how he loit the favour of his prince, but 
how he became difcontented with himfclf. 

Thofe relations are therefore commonly of moft 
value in which the writer tells his own ftory. He 
that recounts the life of another, commonly dwells 
moft upon confpicuous events, leffens the fami- 
parity of his tale to increafe its dignity, fliews \m 
i^Tourite at a diftance, decorated and magnified 
like the ancient adors in their tragick drefs, and 
endeavours to hide the man that he may produce a 
herb. 

But if it be true, which was faid by a French 
prince. That no man was a hero to the fervants of Im 
cbamber^ it is equally true, that every man is yet 
lefs a hero to himfelf. He that is moft elevated 
above the crowd by the importance of hi^ employ- 
ments, or the reputation of his genius, feels himfelf 
affeded by fame or bufinefs but as they influeno?^ 
h.is domcftick life. The high and low, as they have 
the fame faculties and the fame fenies, hav« no lefs 
iimilitude in their pains a^d pleafures* The fenfa* 
tions are the fame in all, though prpduced by very 
different occafions. The prince feels the fame pain 
^when an invader feizes a province, as the farmer 

whei\ 
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when a thief drives away his cow. Men thas equal 
in themfelves will appear equal in honeft and tm«* 
partial biography; and thofc whom fortune or na* 
ture places at the greateft diftance may afford inftruc 
tion to each other. , . 

The writer of his own life has at feaft the firft ,'i^^^^ 
qualification of an hiftorian, the knowledge of the 
truth ; and though it may be jjlaufibly objcded that 
his temptations to difguife it are equal to hi3 op- 
portunities of knowing it, yet I cannot but think 
that impartiality may be expefted with equal con- 
fidence from him that relates the paflages of hisf 
own life, as from him that ddivers the tranfaftioni 
of another, ^ * 

Certainty 6f knowledge not only excludes liiiP 
take, but fortifies veracity. What we collefl: bj^ 
c^njeftore, and by conjedure only can one rnaft 
judge of another's motives or fentiments, i« eafily 
modified by fancy or by defire ; as objeds imper- ' 
fedly difcerned take forms from the hope or fear of 
the beholder. But that which is fully known can- 
not be falfified but with reluftance of undeirftand- 
ing, and alarm of confcience : of underftanding, • 
the lover of .truth ; of confcience, the fentinel of 
virtue. 

He that vnites the. life of another is either his 
friend or his enemy, and wiflies either to exalt his 
praife or aggravate his infamy ; many temptations 
to falfehood will occur in the difguife of paffions, 
too fpecious to fear much refiftance. Love of 
virtue will animate panegyrick, and hatred of 
wickednefs embitter cenfure. The zeal of grati* 

Z 3 tude. 
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tude, the ardour of pcLtriotifm, fondncfs for au 
c^nion, or fidelity to a party, may eafily over 
pcper the vigilance of a mind habitually well dif-, 
poitedy and prevail over tmaffifted and unfiioided 
veracity, 

'But lie thatt fpcaks of Wmfelf has no motive (to) 
fcilfeho0d or partiality except Xcif-loV^e, by which 
nK^liave (6 often been betrayed, that all are oiithe- 
Wtcb agaiilft its artifices. He that writes att apd^- 
Ic^iSr^ finglc aftion, to confute an accufedoh,* W^i 
recommend himfelf to favour, is indeed always t^ be 
fn^dted of fkvotring his own amfej but he^l^t 
(ite^iliJWn calmly and voluntarily to review hk life 
for the admonition of pofterity, or to amtife kiBtifdfi^ 
atwJ^ i^e^ this account unpublifted, may be- ciiAi- 
motif^'^prefumed to tell truth, fiiice fdrehood^'criiriit^ 
^I^ilpe his own Wiind, and fame will ncrtr fie^tSiJd 



je^h* the tomb. 
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Numb. ,85. Saturday, December 1,. 

/^ND of the pecuiUarities which, diftwgw^A^ 
prefisint .age is the multiplicatiqn of ..boofe^.i 
Every day brings . new advenifemenj^. of literary, ^ 
Vmdertakings^ and we are flattered with . xcpeated^ 
promifes of growing wife on eafier term& than <^( 
progenitors^ . , .._ * 

:How much either happinefs or knowledge is j)d^% 
vanced by this multitude of authors, it is mt ytrf^ 
€2fy to deqidet , , _ ; ^ 

lie that teaches us any thing wliich weknew xwtj 
beCore, is undoubtedly to be reverenced as a mailer, . ^ 
.Qerthat conveys knowledge by more pieafing ways^^ 
may very properly be loved as a benefafl:or j. and h?S 
that fuppUes life with innocent amufement, will bc^ 
certainly careflfed as a^pleafmg companion. ^ 

• But few of thofe who fill the world with books^ 
have any pretenfions to the hope either of pieafing 
or inftruding. They have often no other taik than 
to lay two books before them, out of which they 
compile a third, without any new materials of their 
own, and with very little application of judgment, 
to thofe which former authors have fupplied. 

That all compilations are ufelefs I do not aflert. 
Particles of fcience are often very widely fcattered. 
Writers of extenfive comprehenfion have incidental 
remarks upon topicks very remote from the prin- 
cipal fubjed, which are often more valuable than 

Z 4 formal 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



344 THE IDLE*. N*»5, 

.£mnal treatifes, and which yet are not Imown be- 
caufe they are not promifed in the title. He tfaat 
coUefb tbde tinder proper heads is very laudably 
employed, for though he exerts no great abt&ies in 
the work, he facilitates the progrefs of others, and 
by making that cafy of attainment which is already 
ijpritten, may give feme mind, more vigorous or more 
adventurous than his own, leifure for new thoughts 
9Xid origina) defignst 

But the coUeSions poured lately from the prefs 
have been feldom made at any great expence of time 
or inquiry, and therefore only ferve to diftraft choice 
ildthout applying any real want. 

It is obferved that a corrupt foaety has many laws ; 
I know not whether it is not equally true, that an 
fgrtorant $tge has many books. When the treafures of^ 
anjieht faiowlcdge lie unexamined^ and origipal 
authors are negle^cd and forgottm, compilers^ ^^d 
pligiartes are encouraged, who give us again if bat 
we had before, and grow great by fetting before us 
what our own floth had hidden from our view* ^, . 
T^et are not even thefe writ^u to be Jndifpimi^ 
liately ceiifured and rejefted. Truth like be^ty 
varies its faftiions, and is beft recommended. by dif- 
ferent dr^ffes \o diflFcrent minds,; and he that x^pih, 
the attention of mankind to any part of learning 
which time h^s left behind it, may be truly Ui^^ to, 
advance the literature of hia owp age. -4?*^^^ 
ipanners of nations vary, new topicks of p^rfua- 
ficm tecoptf neceffary, and new combipati^s of 
imagery are^. produced j a^d he that, c^ ^cqJmor 
date hiijafelf to the reigning^tafte^ jpfi^ ^^^MLIj^ 
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i^acUrrs ^Ko 'perliaps would not have kndced' xxpaa 
)>^ter performances* 

To exaft of every man who writes diat heflionid 
faf fom^hiiig new, would be to reduce authors to 
a fmall number; to oblige the moft fertife genitts 
to fay only what is new would be to contraft Ms 
' volumes to a few pages. Yet, furely, there ought 
to be fome bounds to repetition ; libraries ought no 
more to he Jieaped for ever with the fame thoughts 
differently exprefled, than with the fame books dif- 
ferently decorated. 

The good or evil which thefe fecondary writers 
produce is feldom of any long duration. As they 
owe their exiftence to change of fafliion, they com- 
monly difappear when a new faflrion becomes pte- 
■ valent* The authors that in any nation laft from 
age to age are very few, becaufe there are very few 
• that have any other claim to notice thaii that they 
'^ catch hold on prefcnt curiofity, and gratify foyie 
- accidental defire, or produce foipie tei^porary odn^ 
veniency. S 

But however the writers of the day may d^.pair 
\ of future fame, they ought at leaft to forbear any 
prefent mifchief. ^ Though they cannot arrive^ at 
eminent heights of excellence, they might kttep 
themfelves harmlefs. They might take care to in- 
form themfelves before they attempt to infbrm 
others, and exert the little influence which they have 
for honeft purpofes. ' * ^ :r 

'. But fuch is the prefent ftate of oar -IJtemtdre, 
that the ancient fage, who thought y^ grmi Jmk a 
'treat ^ily would' now^hui^ ihe multitude of iictoks 
"^ ■^- ^ a mujti. 
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a multitude o^ evils. He woukl conBder n-huSkf^ 
writer who engro&d .a year^ and a fwarm of pMUr 
phletoers who ftole each an hour, d^ equal widlers of ^ 
human life, and would make no other d^reace be^^ 
tween them, than between a beaft <^ prey and a 
flight <rf locufts. 



Numb. 86. Saturday, December 8, 175^?, 

S> the IDLER. 

SIR, 
T AM a young lady newly married to a young' 
^ gentlemstn. Our fortune is lar|;e, our miad^i 
aie vacant, our diipofitions gay, our acquaintances ' 
numerous, and our relations fpIencHd. We con«' 
fidered that marriage, like life, has its youth ; that 
the firft year is the year of gaiety and revel, and - 
r^Vf^ to (be the ihows and feel the joys of 
London before the increafe of our femily fhouhJ^ 
confine us to domeItit:k car^ and dont^ick plea^^- 
fures. \ . r.^ 

little time was fpent in preparation ; the coach 
was hxnefled, and a few days brought u^ to L^ndoHj- 
and we alighted at a lodging provided for us by^^ 
Mik Biddy Trifle^ a maiden niece of my hufbaiid'g> 
father^ wheve ivc found apartments on a fecond'46oir, 
vM^ sny coniin told^us would ferve us 6)1 'i^ 
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could, pkafe oncfelves with ^ a more commoBious and 
d^lfaiit* habitation, and which ihe had taken at a 
very high price, becaufe it was not worth the while 
to make a bard bargain for fo fliort a time. 
^ He«e I intraded to lie concealed till my new 
clothes were made^ and my new lodging hired ; but 
Mife Trifle had fo induftrioufly given notice of our 
arrival to all her acquaintance, tliat I had the morti- 
ficatrbn next day of feeing the door^ thronged wFth 
painted coaches and chairs with coronets, and was 
obliged to receive all my hufband's relations on a 
fecotid floor. 

Inconveniences are often balanced by fome ad- 
vantage : the elevation oF my apartments fumifhed 
a fubjeft for converfation, which, without fome fuch 
help, we Ihould have been in danger of wanting. 
La4y Steely iciA\ us how many yoirs had pafied. 
fiACG Aie eUfnbed fe many fteps. Mifs Jiry ran to 
tl|Qi«iadQW9. and thought it charming to fee the 
walkers^ ib little in the flreet ; and Mifs Gentle went 
to try: the fame experiment, and fcreamed to find 
hcrftlf fo far ihttve the ground. 
^ They all- knew that we inteiided to^remove, and 
th&eibre all gave me advice about a proper chdce. 
Qm ftreetiliws TBcdrnmonded for Jthe purly of its air, 
another for its freedom from noife, another for itSk 
neizuraefs to tb^.pad£v jsnotfaer becaufe there was:but 
a ft^itom it.to:/j^ places of diverfion, and aiother 
be^ufe itfr inha^tants enjoyed at cmce the lownaad 

^Lhlcidvi^ty enougfefiw Ik* ewATwrcaoihmeirf^ 
tig^ witfe a ipok- pf curiofity twlJiloiitniiBiijn^de, .iaiDi^ 
oj/fl^uielcence when it was concluded, but in my 

heart 
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heart felt no other defire than to be free from the 
idi%race of a fecond floor, and cared Iktle where I 
fbould fix, if the apartments were fpacious and 
fplendid. 

Next day a chariot was hired, and Miis Trifle was 
dt^tched to find a lodging. She retmned in the 
afternoon, with an account of a charming place, to 
which my hufband went in the morning to make the 
cpntraft Being young and unexperienced, he took 
with him hi& friend Ned ^ickj a gentleman of great 
fkill in rooms and furniture, who fees, at a fingle 
glance^ whaterer there is to be commended or cen- 
furcd, Mr. ^ici^ at the firft view of the houfe, 
declared that it could not be inhabited, for die fon 
in the afternoon ibone with full glare on tl^ wmdows 
of the dining-room. 

Mifs Trifle went out again and foon . difcoTi^red^ 
another lodging, which Mr. ^uicJk went to iiirvey, 
^nd found, that, whenevo* the wind ihould hlom 
from the eaft, all the fmoke of the city would be 
driven upon it, » 

A magnificent fet of rooms was then found in 
one of the ftreets near Wejirmnjier-Bridge^ whidh Mift- 
Trifle preferred to any which Ihe had yet fe^; but- 
Mr. J^icky having mufed upon it for a * time, con* 
eluded that it wou}d be too mud) expofed in 4)ie 
morning to the fogs that rife from the river. 

Thus Mr, ^ick procfseded to give us every day 
new teftimonies of his tafte and circumfpeftion : 
fometimes the ftreet was too narrow for a double 
lange of coaches ; fometimes it wsts an obfcure place, 
not inhabited by perfons of quality. Some places 
^ere dirty, and fome crowd(;d ]f in fome houfes the 

furniftire 
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furniture ^^m HKfoited, and in others the ftairs were 
too narrow. He had fuch fertility of objedlions that 
Mifs Trifle was at laft tired, and defifted from all at- 
tempts for our accommodation. 

In the mean time I have ftill continued to fee nrf 
company on a fecond floor^ and am aiked twenty 
times a day when I am to leav^ tbofe odious bdg« 
ing^, in which I live tuihultuouily without pleadoret 
an<i expenfively without honour. My hufband- 
tbiaka fo highly of Mr. ^ck^ that he cannot bfi. 
perfuaded to remove without his approbation ; aad: 
Mr. ^uick thinks his reputation raifed by the 
multipBcation of diflkulties. 

In: this diiftrcfs to. whom can I have recourfe ? I 
find my temper vitiated by daily difappointment, by 
the fight of pleafures whkh I cannot partake, and 
the. paffeffion of riches which I cannot enjoy. Dear 
Mr. idkr^ inform my bufband that he is trifling 
awiay, in fuperfiuous vexation, the few months 
which cuftom has appropriated to delight; that ma* 
trimoniai quarrels are not eafily reconciled between 
thoii that have no children ; that wherever we fettle 
he muft always find fome mconvenience ; but no-i 
thing is ib much to be avoided as a perpetual ilate of 
iBquiry and fiifpenfe. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

p£GOV H£AATI.£«S« 
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/^F what We know ntit, we can- on^ ^dge By 
what we know* Every novelty appears more 
wonderfbl as it is more remote from aiiy thing v*itfe 
which experience or teftimony has hitherto ad^ 
tjtrainted us ; and if it paffes further beyond the no- 
tions that we have been accnftomed to form, it be- 
cbmesr at lift incredible. ^ 

We feldom confider that human knowledge is very 
narrow, that national manners are formed by chance, 
that uncommon conjunftures of caufes prdduce rare 
effefts, or that what Js impofEble at one time or 
place* may yet happen in another. It is alway^ 
eafier to deny than to inquire. To refufe credit 
confers for a moment an appearance of fuperioritVy 
which every little mind is ^tempted to aflume >^en 
k may be gSIhed fo cheaply as by withdrawing at- 
tentfon from evidence, and declining the fatigue of 
comparing probabilities. The rnoft pertinadqus 
and vehement demonftrator m^y be wearied in tjrrie 
by continual negation; 'and ihcitdulity, tfchich. 
ian old poet, m his addrefs to Ralel^h'^ calls the' wit 
xf fools'^ obtutids the argument which? it tt&lhol 
tofwer, as Wooifack^ deaden arrows tfiSugfi^they clijl 
liot repd them. • . * 

Many relations of travellers fcivie been ffightftS^'iii 
fabulous, till more freqtfcnt voyages have tbnfihn^ 
thtir veracity; *^^^^^ inky "reafonably b^ imaglietf^. 
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that many ancient hiftorians are unjuftly fufpefted 
of falfehood, becaufe our own times afford nothing 
that refembles what they tell. 
: Had. only the wAten of antiquity informed us 
that th(»*d was once a nation in which the wife lay 
4own upon the burning pile only to mix her a(h^ 
with thofe of her hu(band, we fhould have thought 
|t a tale to be told with that of Endymim^ commerce 
with the Moon. Had only a fingle traveller related 
that many nations of the earth were black, we fhould 
have thought the accounts of the Negroes and of the 
Pbanix equally credible. But of black men <be 
numben are too great who are now repining under 
Englifh cruelty, and the cuftom of voluntary crema- 
jBon is not yet loft among the ladies of India. 

Few narratives will either to men or women ap. 
pear more incredible than the hiftories of the 
Jimazons ; of female nations of whofe conftitudon it 
was the eflential and fundamental law, to. exclude 
mein from all participation either of publick affairs 
or domeftick buiinefs ; where female armies marched 
lander female captains, fepiale farmers gathered the 
harveft, female partners danced together, apd female 
wits diverted one another. 

■^ Yet feveral ages <rf antiquity have tranfmitted ac- 
counts of the Amazons of Caucaftu ; and of the 
jfpiazons of America^ who have given their name to 
tjic greateft river in the world, Condamine lately 
found fuch memorials, as can be expeded among er* 
jratkk and unlettered nations, where events are re* 
corded only by tradition, and new fwarms, fettlii^g 
in the country from time to time, confufe and efface 
2|J1 traces of former times. 

To 
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<>!32d:idie^witli^ihu(bitods^ or^ifo live "viithdiit t{^^/^^ 
a^ettiia two ^eKtrenies which the porudente^iSsUld^'ISoi ' 
draiic^L 6f £tf/ia^^ii^ Jadbs. bave^ m ayii ages^ e^ualff'^ 
dwdibed } they hjwe- qcver' befca atfufe4 to dfeathf ' 
byn.tiie kindnefir or dvility of the polkeft nMton^^^^ 
iifml^s the roughneE& and brutality of moipe favag^ 
civfntries ever jwovoked them to ddbm diej^ male '^ 
aflpciates to irrevoc?ible baniihment. The Bohemiaft^ 
jmarbos are £ud to have made cme fhort ftruggle 
foat^£pperiorityy but, inftead of baniiWog the mefii^^- 
theyricoiitented tfaemfelves with condemning, ^m 1^^ 
fei:r^ offices { 23^ their conftitution^ . thus \tii iva^ 
petfedy ^as^ickly overthrown. /.ihni 

Tfecurc: iiij L think, no dafs erf Ef^li/biMmwf 
fr^om^ : whom we are in any dan^r of Ammonimtd 
iifttiq[)atiofu The old maids fesm neareit ito>ande« v 
pcaadence^ and vaoSi likely to^iie fflrimaiednby:^^!©! 
venge againd maiibsUne authority^they o&nnjfe^kb 
of men with aerimonious vehemence, but it is feU 
dom found that they have any fettled hatred againfl 
them, and it is yet. more rarely obferved that they 
have any kindnefs for each other. They vrill not 
cafily combine in any plot j and if they fliould 
ever agree to retire and fortify themfelves in 
caftles or in mountains, the fentinel will. betray the 
pafles in fpite, and the garrifon will capitulate upon 
eafy terms, if the befiegers have handfome fword^ 
knots, and are well fupplied with fringe smd 
Uce. 

The gamefters, if they were tmited, would make 
^ formidable body ; and, fince they confider men only 
as beings that are to lofe thar money, they might 
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live together without any wifh for the officioufiaefg 
of gallantry or the delights of diverfified converla^ 
tion. But as nothing would hold them together 
but the hope of plundering one another, their 
government would fail from the defeQ: of its prin- 
ciples, the men would need only to ncgleft them, 
and they would perifli in a few weeks by a civil 
war* 

I do not mean to cenfure the ladies of England as 
d^fedive in knowledge or in fpirit, when I fu{qx>fe 
them unlikely to revive the military honours of their 
fex» The charafter of the ancient Jmazons was 
rather terrible than lovely; the hand could not be 
; very delicate that was only employed in drawing tfie 
bow azul brandiffaing the battle-axe; their power 
was maintained by cruelty, their courage was de- 
formed by ferocity, and their example only (hews 
that men and women live beft together. 



Vox- Vir. A a 
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XuMB. 88. Satl iiDAY, December 22, 1759. 

l^HEN the philofophers of the laft age were 
firft congregated into the Royal Society, great 
expeftations were raifed of the fudden progrcfe of 
ttfeful arts ; the time was fuppofed to be near, when 
engines flioold turn by a perpetnal modon, aad 
health be fecurcd by the univerfal medicine; wb^n 
learning ihould be facilitated by a real charafidr, 
and commerce extended by (hips which could l^ach 
thieir ports in defiance of the terapeft. - -» * 

But improvement is naturally flow. The Sodaty 
met and parted without any vifible diminiition::ic^ 
the miferies of life. The gout and ftone werOM^t 
painful, the ground that was not ploughed broitgbtmo 
harveft, and neither oranges nor grapes would g^w 
upon the hawthorn. At la ft, (hofe who were diftp- 
pointed began to be angry ; thofe Hkewife^'lpHio 
hated innovation were glad to gain an opportunily'of 
ridiculing men who had depreciated, perh^ps^wlth 
too much arrogance, the knowledge of aii^quity. 
And it appears from fome of their carlieft apologies, 
that the philofophers felt with great fenfibiMty-^he 
unwelcome importunities of thofe who wete ^aily 
alking, " What have ye done ?" ■ • um 

The truth is, that little had been done oompated 
with what fame had betn fuffered to p¥otnifei^|i>and 
the queftion could only be anfwered by getieral'^ttjx)- 
logies and by new hopes, which, wlWtt thfey'^^ijtere 

. ^nlfcmiWJted, 
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fruftrated, gave a new occafion to the fame vexatious 
inquiry. 

This fatal queftion has difturbed the quiet of many 
other 'mmds. He that in the latter part of his life 
too fttiftly inquires what he has done, can very 
feklom receive from his own heart fuch an account as 
will give him £ais£idion. 

We do not indeed fo often dilaj^oint others as 
©urfelvjes* We not only think more highly tkin 
others of our own abilities, but allow ourfelvcs to 
form hopes which we never communicate, and pleafe 
our thoughts with employments which none ever 
will allot us, and with elevations to which we are 
never expefted to rife ; and when our days and years 
liave paflfed away in common bufinefs or common 
amufcaaaents, and we find at lad that we have fuflFered 
our pnrpofes to fleep till the time of action is paft, 
"mfs are Teproached only by our own refledions ; nei- 
itber our friends nor our enemies wonder that we live 
and die like the reft of mankind ; that we live without 
iiotice, mid die without memorial ; they know not 
^hafi*ta&..we had.proppfed, and therefore cannot dif- 
cem whether it is finifiied. 

He ^hkt compares what he has done with what he 
has left undone, will feel the effeft which muft al- 
ways follow/ the comparilbn of imagination vnth 
iiwiity ;. he will look with contempt on his own- un- 
BteportaUce, and wonder to what purpofe he came 
iniD the world ; he will repine that he (hall leave 
behind him no evidence of his having been, that he 
has added nothing to the fyftem of life, but has 
glided from youth to age among the crowd, without 
any eftbrt for diftindlioa. 

A a 2 Man 
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Man is feldom willing to let fall the opinion of 
his own dignity, oj" to believe that he does little only 
be^ufe every individual is a very little being. He 
is batfer content to ^ant diligeno& iban p^^^nnifki 
fooner confefTes the depravity of his will than the im* 
becility of his nature* 

From 'this miftaken notion of human "gf^atnefs it 

10 pretend to have made 

fo loudly declare that^ ^|^ 

had ever found slny of the 

icated or pained byth* t^et^ 

inefs, I fhould have- gitfem . 

ferving, that a littte Mi*« 

as can be expefted feMtt ** 

to the mukhudes jAkmt'fcfei^ 

little more than nothing. Every ihij!iH'% 

' the Supreme Mafter of riie nnitiW^to 

11 the opportunities of good whidV-^SiW 

Tm, and to keep in coritiiiual ' aflWky ftfel 

arebeftowed upon him.' But fcA^-has^ne 

repiifie, though hi^ abilrtfes aref^frtfrfJ^ttrt 

unities few. He that has improi»4l:>tlfe 

virtue, or advanced the happinefs of one 'k^iiff^aie^ 

t\lY^y he that has ascertained a fingle nidrad^^^roj^fi* 

tion, or added ohe ufeful experiment- ^ to ifiattwd 

knowledge, maybe contented with hb o^m^ ^rfoniD^ 

ance, and, with refpe£t to mortak like *kilfifelf,iipa^ 

demand, like Jugu/tusj to be dilklified'Uii||s 4cr 

parture with applaufc. - . r. ji.^dji ^^vjci^ 

' '\' ', "' ' ' '■' ''• "-^'«^''-^4 ^^ aao/fiui 
^''''. / ' : . ..: iu'^-rj to i;?§aKb Ai 
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NtiMB. 89. Saturday, Decemba- 29, 1759* 



rJTOW evil came into the ^ 
reafoQ it is that life is over! 
b^UQcUefs varieties of mifery ; why \ 
being of ttus globe is doomed to tl 
Nil^retched, gnd to pafs bis time Froi 
i^ri&E or in fuffering calamities, is 
pt^topbeirs have long afked, and 
coiUd ney^r anfwer. 

; r I^e%ioa ijiforms us that mifery and Hn were 
fjr9di^p4. together. Thjs depravation of human will 
l^a-s^ Allowed by a diforder of the harmony of na- 
(ilf^sil;an.4 by that Providence which often places 
iMdMi^ in the neighbourhood of poifons, yice was 
ebcckfid by mifery^ 1^ it fhould fwell to univerfal and 
uBltsnited 4ominioa. 

,il'j^ -ftatftof innocence and happinefs is fo remote 
inmnmlh that we have ever feen, that though we 
cano.ea^ly conceive it poflible, and may therefore 
:|Kipe, to attain it, yet our ipeculations upon it muft 
^ ^general and confufed. We can difcover that 
where there is univerfal innocence, there will pro- 
bably be univerfal happinefs; for why fhould af. 
flidions be permitted to infeft beings who are not 
in danger of corruption from bleflings, and where 
there is no ufe of terrour nor caufe of punifbment ? 

A a 3 But 
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But in a world like ours, where our fenfes afeirft us, 
and our hearts betray us, we fhoiild pafs on from 
crime to crime, heedlefs and remorfelcfs, if mifery 
did not Hand in our way^ and our own paiju ad* 
monifh us of our folly. 

Almoft all the moral good which is left among us, 
is the apparent efFefl: of phyfical evil. 

Goodnefs is divided by divines into fobemefs, 
rightfeoiifnefs, ' knd godlinefe. Let it be examiiieci 
how each of thefe duties would be piz&ikd if there 
were no phyfical evil to enforce- it. 

Sobriety, or temperance, is nothing but the forw 
bearance of pleafure ; and if pleafure was not fcrfldwed 
by pain, who would forbear it ? We fee every hour 
thofe in whom the defire of prefent indulgence over- 
powers all fenfe of pad and all forefight of ftthlre 
mifery. In a remiflion of the gout, the drunfetrd'te- 
turns to his wine, and the glutton to his feaft; and 
if neither difeafe nor poverty were felt or dreaded, 
every one would fink down in idle Tenfuality, tvith^ 
out any care of others, or of himfalf. To eat ahd 
drink, and lie down to fleep, would be the whi6fe 
bufinefs of mankind. •'^'" 

Righteoufnefs, or the fyftem of focial doty, midy 
be fubdivided into juftice and charity. Of juftke 
one of the Heathen fages has (hewn, with great 
acutenefs, that it was impreflfed upon manlckid 
only by the inconveniencies which injuftice had pro- 
duced. " In the firft ages,*' fays he, " men a£lW 
" without any rule but the impulfe of defire; thfcy 
" praftifed injuftice upon others, and fufFererf'it 
" from others in their turn; but m time it was 
" difcovered, that the pain of fuflfering vtong was 

" greater 
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** greater' than the pleafure of doing it ; md mantj 
*' kind>. by i a general compa£):, fubmitted to the re* 
^^ ftraint of laws^ and reiigned the pleafure to efcape 
" th^pain/' 

Of charity it is fuperfluous ;to obferve, that it 
could have no place if there were no want ; for of a 
virtue which could not be pradkifSsd, the omiffipa, 
could not be culpable* Evil i^ not only the occa- 
fional but the efficient caufe of charity ; we are in- 
cited to th^ relief of mifery by the confcioufnefs that 
we have the fame nature with the fuflferer, that we 
are in danger of the fame diftrefles, and may fome- 
times implore the fame affiftance. 

Godlinefs, or piety, is elevation of the mind to- 
wards the Supreme Being, and extenfion of the 
t^ipqghts of another life. The othei* life is future, 
ajvi the Supreme Being is invifible. None would 
h^ve recourfe to an invifible power, but that all 
other fubjeds have eluded their hopes. None would 
fts their attention upon the future, but that they 
ar^ difcontented with the prefent. If the fenfes 
were feafted with perpetual pleafure, they would 
always keep the mind in fubjedion. Reafon has no 
^thqpty over us, but by its power to warn us 
9gainlt evil. 

In childhood, while our minds are yet unoccupied, 
religion is impreffed upon them, and the firft years 
of almoft all who have been well educated are 
paffed in a regular difcharge of the duties of pietv. 
.But as we advance forward into the crowds of ' , 
innumerable delights folicit our inclinations, . I 
innumerable cares diftrad our attention; the Ci . : 
pf youth is paffed in noify frolicks j nianhood is * 1 

Aa4 c- 
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cm from hope to hope, and from projeS to projeft ; 
the diflbhiteners of pleafure^ the md)riation of fuc 
cds, the ardour of expedation, and the vehemence 
of competition, chain down the iQind aUke to.t^ie 
prefdir fcene, nor is it remembered how foon this 
mift of trifles mufl be fcattered, and the bubbles 
t^.^flp^ upQa the riTukt of Kfe be Jbft for evjenil 
the gf^P^ of eternity* To this coofideration kaartt^ 
any njflXi is awakened but by fomc preifing and . ra 
fiftl^fs .evil. The death of thofe from whombeidc. 
r()ie4..his pleafures, or to whom he deftinml^ hb 
poiTeflions, fome difeafe which ihews him tbeyaoity 
cf,.aU e:(temal acquilitions, or the gloom of Hge, 
which intercepts his profpeds of long enjoytnemi 
fyrfe hiiT^ to fix his hopes upon another fttie, and 
yfl^a he has contended with the tcmpefts of 1^ tHl 
his, Are^gth fails him, he flies at la^ to the fliekbr of 
religion.; ' bni; 

ITiat mifery does not make all virtuous, expe- 
rtfi^cq too certaiply informs, us ; but it is nb Id^ 
^prtaiM^ that of 'what virtue there is, mifery prodtf^i 
^ tjje greater part. Phyficat evil may be therefore 
^ipidured with patience, iince it is the caufe of mora) 
good ; and patience itfelf is one virtue by whkh vri 
^e prepared £^r ^t flate in which evil (hall be no 
more. ? > 
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Numb. 90. Saturday, January 5, L76Q,, 

t 

r ^ 

TTis acorn j^afeit which has been rriadd frbm* dto^i' 
* to time, and which feems to have lately become 
more frequent, that EngUJh oratory, however for. 
cible m argument; or elegant in expreffion, is defi- 
cient and inefficacious; becaufe our fpeakers want ttie^ 
grace and energy of adion, 5 

Among the numerous projectors who are defit^ous' 
to refine our manners, and improve our faculties^' 
fome are willing to fupply the deficiency of our 
fpeakers* We have had more than one exhortatioii 
to ftudy the negleded ait of moving the paffiori$,' 
and have been encouraged to believe th^t otrf 
tongues, hovrever feeble in themfelves, may, 'by 
the hdp of our hands and legs, obtain an uri* 
eotttroUabfe dominion over the moft flubbom aii* 
dience, animate the infenfible, engage the carelelij 
force tears from the obdurate, and money from the 
avaricious. 

If by jQeight of hand, or nimblenefs of foot, k!! 
thefe wonders can be performed, he that fhall ne- 
glefl: to attain the free ufe of his limbs may be juftly 
cenfured as criminally lazy. But I am afraid that 
no fpecimen of fuch effeds will ealily be fhewn. 
If I could once find a fpeaker in Change-Alley raifing 
the price of flocks by the power of periuafive 
geftures, I fhould very zealoufly recommend the 
ftudy of his art; but having never feen any adlion 

by 
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by which language was much affifted, I have been 
hicberto inclined to doubt whether my couatrym«]k 
are not blamed too baftily for their calm and mo^ 
tianlefs utterance. 

Foreigners of many, nations accompany their 
fpcech with aftion; but why (hould their example 
have more influence upon us than ours upon theiri t 
Cuft0ms are not to be changed but for better; 
lct> thofe who defire to reform us ihew the benefits^ 
of the change propofed. When the. Frenchman 
waves his hands and writhes his body in recountiiigi 
the revolutions of a game at cards, or the Nmfi^* 
litan^ who tells the hour of the day, fhews upon his 
fingers the number which he mentions ; I do not? 
perceive that their manual exercife is of much ufe, 
or that they leave any image more deeply impteffed- 
by their buftle and vehemence of conununication. 

Upon the Englijh ftage there is no want of a^'on^ 
but the difficulty of making it at once various and* 
proper, and its perpetual tendency to beconw ridt-. 
culous, notwithdanding all the advantages which- 
art and fhow, and cuftom. and prejudice, can givs 
it, may prove how little it can be admitted into ac^y 
other place, where it can have no recommendaliow 
but from truth and nature* :: \ \, 

The ufe of Englijh oratory is only at the bar^Jiii 
the parliament, and in the church. Neither the 
judges of our laws nor the reprefentatives of cue 
people would be much affefted by laboured gefti* 
culation, or believe any man the more becaufe he 
rolled his eyes, or puffed his , cheeks,, or fpread 
abroad his arms, or ftamped the ground^ or thmnped 
his breaft, or turned his eyes fometimcs .to the 
7 ceiling 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



N^9o- THE IDLER. 365 

ceiling and fometJfties to the floor* Upon men 
iiitent only upon truth, the arm of to orator has 
Iktle power ; a credible teftimony, or a cogent ar- 
gument, will overcome all the art of modulation, 
and all the violence of contortion. 

It is well kaiown that, in the city, which nmy be 
called the parent of oratory, all the arts of mecha- 
nical perfuafion were baniflied from the court of fu- 
pueme judicature. The judges of the Aretxpapa 
confidered aftion and vociferation as , a fooliih ? ap- 
peal to the external fenfes, and unworthy to be 
pradlifed before thofe who had no defire of idle 
amufement, and whofe only pleafure was to difcover 
right. 

Whether aftion may not be yet of ufe in churches, 
where the preacher addreffes a mingled audience, 
may deferve inquiry. It is certain that the fenfes 
are more powerful as the reafon is weaker; and 
tfeat be whofe ears convey little to his mind, may 
fometimes Jiften with his eyes till truth may . grab^ 
dually take poffeffion of his heart. If there be 
any ufe of gefticulation, it muft be applied to the 
ignorant and rude, who will be more affected by 
vehemence than delighted by propriety. In the 
pulpit little aftion can be proper, for aftion can il-i 
Infinite nothing but that to which it may be re- 
ferred by nature or by cuftom. He that imitates 
by his hand a motion which he defcribes, explains 
il by natural fimilitude; he that lays his hand on 
his breaft, when he expreffes pity, enforces his 
words by a cuftomary allufion. But theology has 
few topicks to which adion can be appropriated ; 
jbat action which is vague and indeterminatse wilt 

at 
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srt fe'fl' fettle into habit, and habituar peculiarities are 
JfliHytididulous. ; .:;.ir. . 

^It 5^ perhaps the charader 6( the B^ngltfh to'cle-* 
lJJift''tt}fleS ; and that art may furely be accounted a 
trfffe tvhich is at once ufelefs and ofteritatious, 
\vh?fh ^tan feldom be praftifed whh propriety, and 
"Wftfc^, as the mind is more cultivated, is lefs power, 
fol'^'Yet as all innocent means are tobeufed'for 
the' propagation of truth, I would not deter thdfe 
\Jfi5 ate employed in preaching to common con- 
gregations^^ from any practice which they may fiiid 
p^^fiiiiftve; foi', compared with the converfioft of 
fiiSfierk'^' pfoprfety aitd elegance are Iefs?'th2(fi no-' 
thif*.-' -• -^ — '- * -' -* ^^^'-'M 

10 Li'l. , -C >::-..• ^ ' • -; . «:i/: -:j.-^ 

i-A^ i!:..: . .:.:•.. • ■ ' :: • :•. ^.r,) 
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common to' overlook what is near, by keep-r 
"^ sd upon fomettMng remote, . ,In 
prefent opportuuitifi^ . jar<p j\^*^ 
>le good is ilighjted^ hy.rmn^f 
ranges, smd iateijt . wippn ,f\ijl3^ 
h'oweyer fhort, is mjide ,0^, 
time; and its progrefs tq^^rdi^. 
iturally flow, is^^ef retard^^r^^; 



i^iijD^a 



tud 



, obtaining kpo^ledg^ . jjs .Jf^j; 

\ .fix deeply, in .^h^ tp^^i -^, 

ito 'fcttl^^ th^sif, ,^ipit«upis,[^^ag^ 

.deduce 
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deduce th^ long fucceffion of their cofi^vtr^e^^ 
to comprehend the whole compafs ,pf comjiUcate^ 
fyftems, with all the arguments^ objeQions,, ^d 
folutions, and to repofite in the ixitelle£ku2ll tre^furjp- 
the Dumberlefs fads, experiments, .apophthegn(^^^ 
and pofitions, which mud ftand fmg' 
mory, and of which none has any p 
neftion with the reft, is a talk which, 
taken with ardour and purfued with i 
at laft be left unfinifhed by th^ 
nature. . , . *i- ^r. 

To make the way to learning ehher jefs ft^j-t.;9jL 
lefs fraooth, is certainly abfurd j ycttthisjs, the, jypj^j 
parent efFeO: of the prejudice which feems to ^x^^ 
vail among us in favour of foreign authors, and of 
the contempt of our native literature, which thi$ 
excurfive curiofity miilt neceflarlly pro3uce. *j£very 
man is more fpeedily inftructed by his own lan- 
guage, th^n by any other ; before ; we ffeprch ^ tb^ 
reft of the world for teachers, let us try wliether' 
we may not fpare our trouble by finding them 5it 
hdmel 1 

The riches of the Engli/h language ar^ liltlch 
greater than^ they are commbnly fuppofed. Mariy^ 
ufeftiVand valuable bodks lie buried in fcops iM; 
libraries,' liiiknown and tmexamiheid, . unleirs fbtiie^ 
Jucky compiler opens them by chance, artil! '&nds;' 
ah eafy fpoil of wit and learning, t am ^r froni| 
irktoditig to infinuate, that other langiiagds are i&t' 
neceffary to him Avho alpires to emiheri^e, M^ 
whde Vfhole life/is dieybted b jftudy^' |iut to^'S^^ 
wlio treads biiiy'fbr amiifet^ent^ or virhiife' pOrpqie 
not w detk 'himfslf with tfee'1i6nlitrfi-oi^'Ulei*fi(^S^^ 
^ ' *' 2 but 
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but to. b€[ /qualified for domeftick ufefulnefs^ andi^it 
down content with fubordinate reputation, we have 
aittbors faScient to fill up all the vacancies ^ his 
tioie^ dod gradfy mod of his wiflies for inform- 
aiion. 

Qf our poets I need fay little, becaufe they are 
perhaps the only authors to whom their country has 
done juftice. We confider the whole fucceflion 
from Sfenfer to Pope^ as fuperior to any names which 
thd cc^tinent can boafl; and therefore the poets of 
other nations, however familiarly they may be fome- 
times mentioned, are Very little re^wi, ^xcqpt by thofe 
who defign to borrow their beauties* 

There is, I think, not ime of the liberal arts 
which may not be competently learned in the £n^^ 
language* He that fearches after mathematk^ 
knowledge may bufy himfelf among his own cow- 
trymen^ and . will find one or other aUe to inft wd 
him in every part of thofe abftrufe fctences. He 
that is djelighted with experiments, and wiOies to 
know the nature of bodies from certain and vViHble 
efFeSs, is happily placed where the mechanical i phi- 
lofophy was firft eftabliflied by a publicfc inftitu- 
tion, and from which it was fpread to ^U otber 
countneSr . 

The more airy and elegant ftudi© of philology 
and criticifm hav^ little need of any. foreign: hdp. 
Tbdugh otir language, not being very anilogictl, 
gives r few og^oihunities for grammatical r^fearcfats, 
yet we have not wanted authors who have conft^Kfed 
tthe principles trf fpeecb ; and with critical writ- 
ings. . we abound fafSciendy, to Enable pedsmt^ 
tO'.impofe. rules which can feldom be obfervcd, 
. . and 
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and vanity to talk of books which are feldom 
read. 

Bat our own language has, from the Reformatiom 
to the prefent time, been chiefly dignified and 
adorned by the works of our divines, who, confi- 
dered as commentators, controvertifts, or preachers, 
have undoubtedly left all other nations far behind 
them. No vulgar language can boaft fuch trea- 
furcs of theological knowledge, or fuch multitudes 
of authors at once learned, elegant, and pious. 
Other countries and other communions have authors 
perhaps equal in abilities and diligence to ours ; 
but if we unite number with excellence, there is cerr 
tainly no nation which muft not allow us to be fu- 

' pefior. Of morality little is neceflary to be faid, 
becaufe it is comprehended in pradical divinity^ 
fciid is perhaps better taught in EngHJh fermons th«ia 
in any other books ancient and modem. Nor fhall I 
dwell on our excellence In metaphyfical fpeculadons^ 
becaufe he that reads the works of our divines will 
^afiiy difeover how far human fubtilty has been able 
to penetrate. 

Political knowledge is forced upon us by the 

, iwm of our conftitution ; and all the myfteries of gor 
vernment are difcovered in the attack or defence of 

V' every minifter. The original law ,of fociety, the 
irights of fubjefts, and the prerogatives of kings, 
'jhave been confidered with the utmoft nicety, fom^- 

«^imes profoundly inveftigated, and £>metimes fami- 

. iiarly explained. 

Thus ' copioufly inftruftive is the Engl^ ^Aa- 

\ S^g^{ 2^ ^^s needkfs is all recourfe to ior^xpi 

> writers. 
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wntei^* Xet 12^ not therefore inake €^? nrifl^lWVMPft 
p^wd by folicidng help which .i|e do not Mszoty.jfof^ 
dficourage our own iuduftry by difficmlues whidi ii((i(t 

n^^^fujBEer^ . .\ q^'l 

/:''-■ ' ■ ' Moa 

!C^umb/92. Saturday, Jior/iwar^ lQ/,i7§<&#3 

TTji^iVTEVER is ufeful or honourable m\l^{ 
^ ,. .:4e§fed by many who never can obtains ilfij 
an^;|hat .which cannot be obtained when it: is ^b^ 
fired, artifice or folly will be dihgent to CQuntcrl|5ifflJ[ 
T$iok; ^to whom fortune has denied gold ai^ jdja- 
tnpifif decorate themfelves with ftones and TOCtti)|||^ 
whfch'have fpmething of the ihow, bu^^ttl^ 9CiJ^^!M 
-^ne J; * and every moral excellence or int^^nfj^i 
fs^^y has fome vice or folly which imitates ^o^fif^ 

, JBmy man wifh^ to be wife^ and they /^j^ft ?*5hv 
hpf,^ be wife are almoft always, cunnipg. , jTTtfb ^fferf 
i^ the real difcemmeat of tlw)fc. whopx b^J^Uicft^^'l 
conv^iation brings together;, the more ilUi^Cfl^Sr^jaflii 
l^aifed, noris caution ever fo neceflary^as Ylifk %&il 
f§piates Of oppon^snts of feeble minds. , ^ . ^ ^^j ^^jg 
Cunning* differs from wildoni s^s t^iligbttjj(f|^e 
opej^ .^day* He thaj walks ii^ the^ fynflwie \\g«5s 
b(^y - /drwayd - by the, neareft^ w^ ; h? . S^:\ th^I 

^J^ ^mP^ ^th.the 4wah\^ \%y(^r^h^i^j 

ox da J17.49V 
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l^ra£)ltm8. But the traveller in the duflc' fears more 
ai^C'fecs leff; he Kqows there may be danger, and- 
ihArefore'fufpcftg that he is never fafe, tries cvferjr' 
ftep before he fixes his foot, and fhrinks at evcry^ 
noife left violence (hould approach him. Wifdom 
C Qqyrebeads 4it once the esd and the mean% «ftU- 
mates eafinefs or difficulty, and is cautious or con^ 
fident in due proportion. Cunning difcovers littl^ 
at a time, and has no other means of certainty 
than multiplication of ftratagems and fuperfluity of 
fiifpicion. The man of cunning always confid^f 
that he aUl never be too fafe, and therefore always 
kdeps himfelf enveloped in a mift, impenetrable, -is he; 
h6pes, to the eye of rivalry or curiofity. 

""Upon this principle, Tom Double has formed V 
habit 6f eluding the moft harmlefs queftion. Whair'^ 
hfe'tidi no indination to anfwer, he pretends* fdme/ 
trtiH^ not to bear, and endeavours to divert the lti7 
ijtiifer^ attention by fome other fubjeO: ; but if he- 
be preffed hard by repeated interrogation, he al-i 
vfSfs evades a direft reply. Alk him whom he lifces 
btJft' on the ftage'; he is ready to tell that there are 
f^ral excellent performers. Inquire when he was 
lift »at the cofiee-houfe ; he* replies, that the weather* 
has- bieeil bad lately. !Dcfire him to tell the age of 
any of his acquaintance ; he immediately mjc^ntions 
aridthfer who is older or younger. 

^ WJ// Puzzle values himfelf upon a long reach. 
He ^'forefee* every thing before it will happen, 
tli^iiii^h' he nSever relates his prognofticatiwis till the 
^^iispaft. Nothing has come to pafs for thel8' 
tipi*nty years of . which Mr. Puzzle had riot givciv 
bi^Md^ hMtSy and told at leaft that it was not proper 
VovVlL Bb to 
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1^9 tdl. Of ihofe predidions, which every coi^clu^ 
^9(n will equally verify, be always claims the cre(^t^ 
^d wonders that his friends did not und^rftanij 
^tjiem. He fuppofes very truly that much may tip 
.IsLHown which he, knows not, and therefc 
to know much of which he and all n 
equally ignorant. I defired his opinio 
of the German war, and was told, that i 
Jianj were well fupported, fomething gr^,, 
^expeded ; but that they have very powerful ^ifg- 
..ipies to encounter; that the Aujlrian general, h^ 
long experience, and the Ruffians are hardy, an^^re- 
folutej but that no human power is invincible* I 
th/en drew ,tbe converfation to our own affai%,an4 
invited him to balance the probabilities of war ami 
j)eac;e. He tola me that war requires counagCj^^ and 
-neg9ciation judgment, and that the time will come 
when it will be feen whether our ikill in treagris 
^ual to our bravery in battle. To this ' 
prattle he will apptal hereafter, and will demand 
have his forefight applauded, whoever fhall at lali 
' conquered or viftorious. 

With l^ed Smuggle all is a fcctet. He believes 
., himfelf watched by obfervation and malignity on 
' every fide, ' and rejoices in th 
' has efcaped fnares that nevei 
that a man is never deceived 
' therefore will not tell the n 
hatter. He rides out every 
' pleafes himfelf with thinkin 
'where he has been. When \ 
never goes to his houfe the 
up a bye-ftreet to perplex t 
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a coach called^ he never tdls him at the door the 
true^ place to which .he is going, but ftbps him in 
the Way t^at he may give him diredions where' no- 
body can hear him. The price of what he buyi or 
fells is Silways concealed. He often takes lodgings in 
the comitry by a wrong name, and thinks that the 
tvbrld is wondering where he can be hid. All thcfe 
tranfaftions he regifters in a book, which, he feys, 
witllbme time or other amaze pofterity. 

It Is remarked by Bacon^ that many men*'ti?y to 

procure reputation only by objeftions, of which, if 

they are otice admitted, the nullity never appears, be- 

caufe ' the defign is laid afide. This falfe feihi of 

'^wfdom^ lays he, U the ruin of bufmefs. The whofe 

*pdwei: of cunning is privative ; to fay nothing, and 

16' do nothing, is the utitioft of its reach. Yet men 

"^thurf narrow by nature, and mean by art, are fonie- 

times able to rife by the mifcarriages of bravery knd 

, the opennefs of integrity ; and, by watching fjdlui^es 

* and fhatching opportunities, obtain advantages whidi 

'^tohg properly to higher charadlers. 
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^ Numb. 93. Saturday, January 26^ 1760. 

' ' ' * • ' ' ' n 

Cam softly was bred a fugar-baker; Jbut 

: .fticceeding to a confideraWe eftate on the death 

of his elder brother, he retired early from bufmefc, 

rtn^ncd a fortune, and fettjed in a. country-feoufe 

.i[)i^^x KenfiJh4pw7U Sam^ who formerly was a. fpqrtf- 

I man, and in his apprenticefliip ufed to fregy^nt 

f. Samet races, keeps a high chaife, wi|h a. brace, ^of 

feafoned geldings. During the fummer n:u;»i}xbs, 

ii^he/pidndpal paffion and employ me»t oi Satp^kyj^t 

.IcU to vifit, in this vehicle, the moil eminent Xe^^^of 

{^r^jie. npbHity ' and gentry in different ^zx\^.oi^^t 

/j^ng^gm, with his. wife a^d fome fel?d^^|[jl^ds. 

.,iBy thefe periodical excurfions Sam gratifii^. ^^7 

. -inipor/ant purpofes. He affifl^ )the fevei^lfip^fgi^n- 

r .cies ,of his wifej he (hews his chaife to.^tu?,bd|^^- 

, vantage; he indulges hi$ infatiable pupigfiQfyfor 

findry, which, fince he has turned gentleoji^j^'pas 

:. grown upon him to an extraordinairy ^^grep^^^hc 

1 difcover^ tafte and fpirit} and, what.i^ ^}^\i^ffXi^ 

fee. finds frequent opportunities of dUp%ing ^f jthc 

..party, at every houfe he fees, hi^ knoivledgi^^j^fo- 

! miiy conneftipnt ,At firft, S^am^v^d^ cpn^f^nt^^^with 

xl'jdriwug a friepd. between hmd^n and ^i? yi%» M^^^ 

ylflhe 4iitiidedi;himfeljf in point^tig , out the. >pxfi« <ftfgthe 

.vi'/kitizobftr^ft -eaftfe fiid^ :p£,tjhe road, wth^jaij^fiMgratc 

£ ;iddtiaUf:;of!.thfi^ r^J^fi^jre /ailw^es/ qr j|^jcce|f^ m^ 

noitnute fn^tfwJ Ja^i^»w4-on;the Jeyeral .j^ui|»g^^Aat 
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were accidentally paffing. Here, too, the feats 
interfperfed on the furrounding hills, afforded ample 
matter for Sam^s curious difcoveries. For one, he 
tpld his companion, a rich Jew had offered money ; 
and that a retired widow was courted at another, by 
an eminent dry^falter. At the fame time he difcuffed 
the utility, and enumerated the expences, of, the 
I/Iington turnpike. But Sam^s ambition ij at prefent 
raifed to nobler undertakings. 

When the happy hour of the annual expedition 

arrives, the feat of the chaife is furniflied with OgiU 

vy^s Book of Roads y and a choice quantity of cold 

tongues. The mofl alarming difaiter which can 

' happen to our hero, who thinks he throws a whip 

^ admirably well, is to be overtaken in a road which 

'"affords no j'z/^r/^r for wheels. Indeed, few men p6f^ 

■ iefs;„more fkill or difcernment for concerting and 

^'Cbiiifuding a parly of plcafure. When a feat ij'to 

* :b^^ furveyed^ he has a peculiar talent in felefting 

"[ lome fliady bench in the park, where the company 

"' iniy'^mbft commodiouily refrefh themfelves with 

" j^oW tbngue, chicken, ?iT\dL French rolls ; and is very 

"^^.^fagacious' i» difcovcring what cool temple in the 

*'^^garddn will be befl adapted for drinking tea, brought 

''ffc^'^his purpbfe, in the afternoon, and from which 

^^^\ji^ chaife may be refumed with the greateft conve- 



-t* 



'nfence. In viewing the houfe itfelf, he is princi- 
pally attraded by the chairs and beds, concerning 
^ ;^tne cbft of which his minute inquiries generally 
* ' caih fhe cleared information. An agate table eafily 
"';m^6tts his eyes from the mbft capital ftrokes of iJi/- 
"* i^riSj and a 5r«ri&r)f carpet has more charms than a 
ititkn* Sam, however, dwells with fomcr attention 
^''^'' Bb3 on 
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on the family portraits, particularly the moft mo- 
dern ones; and as this is a topick on which the 
houfe-keeper ufually harangues in a more copious 
noatti^r, he takes this ppportunity of improving his 
knowledge of intermarriages. Yet, notwithftandiiig 
thk appearance of fatisfaftion, Sam has fome objef. 
tiotl to ill he fees. One houfe has too much gild- 
iirg; at another, the chimney-pieces are all monu* 
ments ; at a third, he conje£tures that the beautiful 
^canalmuft certainly be dried up in a hot fummeiv 
He defpifes the ftatues at Wilton^ becaufe he thinks 
he tfeift fee much better carving in Wejinmjier Abbey* 
But there is cfne general objeftion whicjh h» is fur^ 
M rtiakc at almoft every houfe, particularly at thof€ 
which are moft diftinguiihed. He allows that all 
the apartments are extremely fine, but adda, ;\yit|h a 
fAeer, that they are too fine to be inhabited. ., .^^T)i? 
^•' Mifapplied genius moft commonly > proves^ rf^- 
<:uldus. Had Sam'j as Nature intended, coftj^enti^y 
cwitiniied in the calmer and lefs'confpicuoua puf- 
fuits of fugar-baking, he might have bcea a r/5%©ft* 
able and ufeful charaftef. At prefiait h^ dilates 
liis life in a fpecious idlencfs, whfch iidther imprO?res 
tiimfelf nor his friends.. Thofe talents nwhi^liWigbt 
Tiave benefited fociety, he ifcxpofes ta cbm^mpfiv^ 
felfe pretenfions. He aflfefts'pletrfurps wllich^|te.?a|i* 

Hot enjoy, and is acquainted, obly.vsrith. thofe -iufy^s 
•on ^orhidi be has no right' to. talk^ 49|d ^yh^,|; is^ 

^merkito undcrftand*.'. , , \; ..w;. ^:^ ahu^Iq 

,,r - ^ -. - *,By Mr. T. Wartoa. ^ , 
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KuMB. 94. SATvuTfAY, Februanj 2y HGO. 

TT^ is commbti to find young men ardent and dill, 
gent in the purfuit of knowledge ; but the pr<J. 
grefe of life very often produces laxity and iadiffesr. 
cnce ; and not only thofe who are at liberty to.^hufe 
their bu0nefs and amufements, but thofe likewife 
whofe profeffions engage them in literary i9)qt^ri^ 
paf$ the latter part of their time without improve 
ment^ and fpend the day rather in any other :eq^ 
^ertaiiimcnt than that which they might find ^mon|; 
tlvenr book«. 

Tliis abatement of the vigour of curiofity isibi?MV 

times imputed to the infufficicncy of learning. Mqd 

-are ftip^ofed to remit their labours, becaufe they find 

\their labours to have been vain; and to fear(;h\^ 

"longer after truth and wifdom, becaufe they a$ 4^ 

flefpair of finding diem. 

' ©ut tiiis reafon is for the mod part very fajfely 
i^affigned. Of learning, as of virtue, it may be 
^alBi^ed, that it h at once honoured and negle£te^» 
XtV'hoevear forf^Aes it will for ever look after it with 
'lohging, lament the lofs which he does not eod^. 
^ Voui" to repair, and defire the good which he wastfs 
^ refblutlbn to fidze and kee^ The idler never ap- 
plauds his own idlenefs, nor does aay man repent of 
the diligence of his youth. 

So many hindrances may obftrufl: the acquifition 
pf knpwledge, that there is little r^on fox wonder- 

Bb 4 ing 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S?6 TnZ:Wi:SM^ «S5^ 

I^ dnt k is iaa£^h«o^. To ^.pmtkti^fa$ 
of mankind the duties of life are inco^fifttet /wiA 
mMch iludy ; and the hours iviikh. tfaejr wQ^d £paA 
uppu letters mufi: bs ftolm ^-om. their ecaqpadoos 
and tbdr families* Many fuffer thcmfelvel toJbe 
lured by more fprightly and luxurious pleafures -fimia 
thefhados of contemplation^ where they find' feldbm 
ouM-e^tbaa a. calm delight, fuch as, though greater 
than alf others, its certainty and its di^uation bcn^ 
reckoned with its power of gratification, is yet ea^ 
qyitted for fame extemporary joy, which the prefent 
ipgiment offers, and anotho: perhaps will put out of 

; ^U is the gre&t excellence <^ learning, that klxav 
rpw^ very little from time or place ; it is b<^ coa* 
fix^d to feafon or to climate, to cUes or to thr 
cpuutry^ but may be cultivated aiKl GO^yed wbeitt* 
no other pleafure can be obt^ned. But tl^ >^iiai^ 
li^, which conftitutes much of its v$dv^, is on^ 
occafion of negle£t ; what may be doi^ at all tkneti 
with equal propriety, is deferred frpm day to riajr^. 
till the mind is gradually reconciled io the jQm^f^t^ 
aQd the attrition is turned to otho* objjp&s«. Thw: 
habitual idlenefs gains too much power lo. beitoK; 
quered, and the foul ihrinks frbm theJdeaof :inidHi 
Iq^ual labour and imqufenefs of meditaticm. ^i ^ 

That thofe who profefjj to advance leamiij^ ibine*)? 
times obftruft it, cannot be denied; the cositinlua) ^ 
ipultiplication of books not only diltra^'.^hoicfi^ 
but difappoints inquiry. To him that has mode- 
rately ftored his mind with images, few writers a^ord 
any novelty ; or what little they have to add to the 
conmibn ftock of learning, , is fo buried in fhe mals of 

general 
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pmcni iKSiont) that, like fitver- minglect tnltH the 
ore of tead^ It is tcx> iittle to p^y for the IsA^our of 
fieponrsitioa ; mndiie iba€ has often been decehred- hf 
the pnpmife of a tit^ ^ h& grows weary of exam^- 
Big, and is tanpted to confider all as equsdiy fatla- 

CtOttS* 

There are indeed fisme repedtions always lawfui, 
becaoife they liever deceive. He fhat writes' the 
hiAory of poft times, undertakes only to decotttte 
l^iawn fafb by new beauti^ of method or of ftyle; 
or at moft to Skiftr^e them by bb own reflexiottsi- 
The audnrofafyilem, whetlw' moral or phyfitd^' 
is obliged to nothing beyond care of feledion attd' 
icgolafity of diipofitioii. But there aie otha-s who 
ehim tiie nsqne of aadico-s merely to difgrace it, and^ 
jfHl the world with volumes only to bury letters in, 
tfoiir D^ ndibiffa. The traveller, #ho teUs^ in a' 
pMipoto folio, that he faw the Pantheon at Rcfme^ 
iobA ' the Medicean Venus at Florence ; the natmal hif«> 
temn, who, dcfcribing the produftbns of a narroiar 
i^hmd, t^eeoimt^ all that it has in common with ^ery' 
other part of the world ; the colleftor of antiquities,^ 
that accounts ev^ thing a curiolity which the ruins* 
obiHemAlaneum happen to emit, though an inftru« 
mem:^atready ihewn in -a thoufand repofitories, or a ^ 
cup common to the ancients, the modems, and all 
mankind ; may be )uilly cenlured as^ die perfecutors 
of ftudcnts, {md the thievet of that time which tiever 
aatbe FeftoreA. 



, ^^. •.-: V >v;ofi 4;:>i:irno3 
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;NuMB. 95- Saturday^ February 9^ l?^*. 
r^ /A^ IDLER. 

TT is, I think, umveifaUy agi^ed, that fchlom aii)^ 
^ good is gottai by complaint; yet v^ find that few 
Ieh^W tSD complab, but tb^fe who are afraid of 
}m»(g rqiroached as the authors of thor own iiiifi?nes» 
i^ hope tharefeire for the oompaoa perauffion, to lay Joy 
jbfe be&M^yon and your readers, by wUch I ii:|aU 
^ft^urdea my hesut, though I cannot hope to xecqvf 
4Mier affiftatnee o^confolatkMl. 

I am a trader^ and owe nvy fortune to firugfflj^ 

and indnftry. I begaft with fitdef but by ib^tea^ 

and obvious method of fpending le(s than I gfuu^l 

have every year added Ibmednng ta my^oc^ ptd 

czpeA to have a feat m the conuQon<Qttncil.9l:^)t|^ 

Hextdeaion. '•/ >toi 

My vtdfe, who was as prudent as myfisjf, di^hl^ 

years ago, and left me one fonaiaul am dapglueftvj^ 

ii^hofe fake I refolved never to marry ag24Q,-,fi^d^ 

|e£ted the overtures of Mrs. Squeeze .^Q^J^ffpfffff^ 

yfidi^^ who had ten thoufand pounds atvliecjfwn 

idft^KjfaJL . ]♦ ^. . '.r '•,.:] ^^^^ 

Li ;I bred.my fowitf a fchool near^i^g^^ a»i^ g^ 

j^chpd karftcd apihmetick, and wrote a gCK^j^u^* 

^IltoQjj him into ^e fligp, defining, in u^^^t^^gi 

^^j^ablifhed in the bufmefs. 

For 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



For four years he was diligent and fedate, entered 
the fhop before it was opened, and when it was (hut, 
always examined the pins of the window. In any 
iriteroiiffion of bufinefs it was hiff conftant prance 
to perufe the ledger. I had always great hopes of 
him^ when I obferved how forrowfuHy he would (hake 
his head over a bad debt, and how eagerly he would 
liften to me when I told him that he might at one 
time or other become an alderman. . ' ^ 

We lived together with mutual confidence, titt 
ttnluckily a vifit was paid him by two of his fehoolL 
fellows who were placed, I fuppofe, in the zrtttf^ 
feecaufe they were fit for nothing better : they came 
=^ttering in their mflitary drefs, accofted thdr ott 
acquaintance, and invited him to a tavern, where, 
as I have been fince informed, they ridiculed the 
Meaiihrfs of comnierce, and wondered how a youth 
If^Tpffh could fpend the prime of life behind a 
counter. 

' 1 did not fuipeft any mifchief. I knew my foil 
lo«ras'ttever without money in his pocket, and was bet- 
ter able to pay his reckoning than' his companions ; 
VAd ekjJefted to fee him returti triuVnphing in his own 
^vantage*, and congratulating himfdf that he was 
iibPdkt of thoft who expofe their heads to a mufqi^St 
^Ifctifor thred-flrillings a day. 
^^Hd ielurned fallen ahd thoughtful; I fcippofed 
him forry for the hard fortune of his friends ; ^nd 
4ffea t|S^c^Mfe« Jjitti, b^ fayitig that the wafwfeuld 
*ta^Bif'i**an eiWfi biid tlialt, if they had any hbiteft 
^crfp«fi6n;^^baf.pay would 'bef^i f>rttfy^lielp.>'-He 
^^mPitm&iMtk ihdigkh^nV - aild'^ fitttehii^^^ 

.\.i.^a jdi ill iMlidfif^ 
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hb' candle, told me, as he went up ftiiw, -ti^t^ i&tf 
h^d to fee a battte jet. ^ 

Why he fhouW hope to fee a battle, I could not 
conceive, but let him go quietly to fleep away his 
folly. Next day he made two miftakes in the firft 
bill, difobliged a cuftomcr by furly anfwers,^ and 
dated all his entries in the journal in a wrong month, 
iflit night he met his military companions again, came 
home late, and quarrelled with the maid. 
"^ From this fatal interview he has gradually loft all 
te laudable paffions and defires. He foon grew 
irfeltfis in the fliop, where, indeed, I did not wiffingly 
truft'him any longer; for he often miftoofc the price 
of gbods to his own lofs, and once gave a prothiffiiiy 
note inftead of a receipt. ' ^ ^* 

^* J did not know to what degree he was corrupted, 
•fin an honeft tailor gave me notice that he hid b^ 
^poke a laced fuit, which was to be left fbf Mm'at^a 
*hotife kept by the lifter of one 
*f went to this clandi^ftine lodgings 
'imazcment; all the ornaments of 
^hich I know not whether he has 
-or purchafed with monfey fubdufte 
' This deteftion hai made him d 
"Openly declares" his- refolution to 
flays that his foul is too great foi 
ridicules the converfation oF city 
«^nc\v'piaysj and bokes and ladie 
for his toafts ; carries^ filver, foi 
waiftcoat^cls^f^ said comes home at night in i 
.tbWiiVl^ dfUffh thunders at the door, as have more 
than once brought the watchmen from thar ftaods. 

Little 
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\ Little expences will oot hurt usj and I Gcn^d f^^ 
give a few juvenile frolicks, if he would b^ car^l 
pf the main; but bis favourite topick is cQm^iEnpt 
of money^ which, he fays^ is of no ufe bu^to be 
fpcnt Riches, without honour, he holds eoapt; 
things; and once told me to my face, that wealthy 
plodders were only purveyors to men of fpirit, , 

He is always impatient in the company of lu& old 
friends, and feldom fpeaks till he is vfannie4 ^^^1^ 
wix^j he then entertains us with accoui^ that, we 
do not defire to hear, of intrigues among lords ^nd 
ladies, and quarrels between dEcers of the gpjai^ds; 
jQiews a nainiature on his fnuff*box,. aad..i|^9i;fde^ 
that, any man can look upon the new danger without 
rapture. ... ,^ p^ 

: All this is v^ry provoking ;. and yet all this, might 
bf borne, if the boy could fupport his prrtej^^iofis. 
But^ whatever he may think, he is yet far frpm^ J^ 
;accompliihm^nts wl^ich he hasL endeavoured to dut* 
..fhafe at. fo. dear a rate. I have \yatched Iju^^. ^ 
jpubUcjk places... .He Iheaks in lik|e a xom .that 
kaf^ows he is where he fhould iiot be ; he is prgud to 
catch the flighted falutation^ and often ^ain^s,4t 
.^^jvhenTit is not intended. Other men receive dig- 
,^t^ frqm drefs, but my booby looks T 
"^tn^nly for his , finery. Dear Mr. Idk 
^'^w^tmuft at ^laft become of a fop, whc 
2^t;j fufcr to ]^ a traderi and whpmL lonj 
i^jj forl^id to he a gend , ...\ 

t o'l }: 1'; lam, SIR> ■'&€.•/ .f:fi.vv 
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Numb. 96. Saturday, FehrUary'lS, 17^ 

tJFdCHQ^ a kwg of Lapland^ wM In liiB yo^th 
^ the-moft renowned of the Nortbesn waiW)% 
His martial atchievements remain engraved ^m :f 
-pglar vof flmt in tbe rocks of Hmgih ao4 ^'^^ ^^ 

tlfab^ day fokmnly carroled to ^ the ha^ 1^ tfec 
Laplanders , at the fines with whith they celebps«|e 
iif^r nightly fefl;ivkies# Such was^iiis intr^d 1^ 
jnt, that he yemiured \o. pafs the lake Vetbar to^r^ 

^If^oS Winards^ wbare he .defcended alone onto the 

-ytetery- -vault m which- a magician had^beeg^lb^ 
1>ound for fix ages, and read the Gotbick (^^^^s 
Irifcrihed on his^ brazen- ^na^e* His <gre «!??^ io 
^ffirdug, that,^ as^ ancient chronicles rq)(prt,>il^f c^^ 

' bbttt the.wesrpons of ^s wenaies only by]af^iii^.#t 
them. At twelve years of age he carried an, J^rpp 
TefleV of a prodigious weight, for the length ^o^%e 

^farlongs, in^ the prefence of all thechiefsV ,^ij&* 
Act's caftte. \ t ^ j::o :^ 

' Nor was he- lefs celebrated for Iris pnidcpcj^^j^V^ 

-fiifdom. Two of his proi«crbs are yet rexnpj^^qgjfi 

•iid repeated aniong Laplawkru To ejijie^s-ti^^ 
^ihmcc of. the Supi«me Bcjng,, he w^r^QpjL^4o 
>fay, Odi^s . help is d'^ays kt4f:kled* To M^dJ^^ 

tiflie--«Krfk.:prcrfperous condition of^ .^fe,.jff:rioft^ 

'haz^dous, his leffon was, Wb^n, p^ J^/mr.^^ 
;' ,. : < ftnootbeji 
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fmoQfbi/i iie^ beware of fits beneath. He eoidbled 
his cbuntrymcto, when thiey were once preparing 
to leave the firbzen defarts of Lapland^ jttid re- 
ifolved to feek fome warmer cHmate, by telling 
ttl&ll^' tbit flie Eafterh ndrions, notwithftandii^ 
their boaftc^ fertility, paffed every night amidft 
the horrors of anxious '^prehenfion, and were iil- 
fesprefliWy .aflWght^, and almoft ftumicd, cVety 
-iHorifing, with the noife of the fim white he was 
«fmg.- ' ^ -^ 

^^^ His ^temperance and feverity of manners wei*| 
IBs chJef praiTe. In his early years he never taflldd 
^ne; nor wouM he dt-irik out of a pahited cop. He 
'^ifthftanily fleptln his ai-mour, with his fpair into 
^nd ; hor woM^ he ufe a battle-axe whofe handle lilte 
%laH wiA'brafs.' He did nct^' however, perfef^efc 
^ffi^ cfentetapt of luxury ; n?or did he^ dofe hls^da^ 
^ifhphonoun ^c 

^ ' @hfe dvfening, after hunting the Guks^ or wild- 
%g5' »iing^«eWildered iii a foKtary foreft, and httv- 
%^ fJsMRd the^ fetigiies of the day without iiny in- 
^>Val^oP'i^fi%{hinent, be dtfcbvered a large ftofae 
^8f^ li&ney In the hollow of a pinfe. This was ia 
-^{fity whkh' he had never tailed before-; and beiaig 
at once faint and hungry, he fed greedily^ upon It. 
^tom this' imuftial and delicious repaft he received 
^ 'liittth fatisfadlion,' that, at his return home, he 
^^mfnand*i honey to be ferved tip- at his 6Me 
^'evety day. His palate, by degrees, :*eca«iitf rc- 
^flked anii vkiatcd ; he- began to tofe his native xdiBi 
^^rfindple ffiire,' ^md dCffHraded a -habit of ii^lgi^ 
himfelf-la. d^licacieis; .be- ordtoed lihe.ileUglity&iil 
%^^*-^'^^-\ 2 ./ gardens 
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tlKT^flM^ }u(ciout.£ruUf Jad been Ibftred » T^«ir 
•dd deoqf^p. i^o^bferved and «ntg»rhtd> far fiMoy^ 
fftwlying a^ruoKDH ^ gmificd his ippetke-^iRpdi. 
)^)(U^\i% (i^krtt. At length he foond^it pqwlimt^ 
|v iiitrodujQ^ wio^^ IS an agmafale iaqpraremeatyi 
<a[:lL Q^c^^lfiry mgi^dletit, to hi» nor way. of ^nag,p 
^^ buying once tailed it^ lie was. tonptedf by £ttie' 
a^ littk^ , to ^ give a ioo£(^ to the excefics of sn«' 
lowcat;ion. His general fimpiicky of fife was 
cbafgc^jr l^e perfumed his, ap^iments, by bnrni 
ijjl^ the ..wood of the moft arojnaricK &Xf.U3A.a»n*^ 
fianded hi& helmet to be oro^iQgaled ip^ JMiu*^ 
1^ r(>w& of. the teeth of. the reiAr^eer^ IfiMsnoe* 
a&d effemmacy ftole :upoii Jnm ^by pkafiag .ifimd* 
imperceptible gradations, relaxed the finews of ]m 
l^lution^ ;and extinguished his fhiril of military 
glory. . 

While Hacba was thus limoerfed ia pleafure and 
in reppfe^ it was reported to him, one momiiig» 
that the preceding night, a difaftrous omen bad 
been dif^overed^ and that bats and hideous birds 
Iiad drunk up the oil \vhich nourifhed the perpetual 
lamp in tl^ temple of Odin. About the fome time, 
a meffenger arrived to tell him, that the king of. 
Norway had invaded his kingdom with a formi. 
dable army. Hachoj terrified as he was with tfcc 
omen of. the nignt^ and enervated with induU 
gence, roufed himfelf from his voluptuous le« 
thargy, and recolle^ing fome faint and few fparks 
of vcceran.^ valour, marched forward to meet him. 
Both armies joined battle in the foreft where HaiA& 
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kbdibteti laftlifter iisiitiii;; anclitlb halgpmw^ iiHft 
Ihr-Un^ of. Unrwmf diaUe^ged Mm to fingie otmAaAi 
imuruthe^ place *«!»« he had tiftdcL die hopejrt l^hft 
i^^adi cbiiBf , hnguid «id long difofed fa anns^ trat 
fixm oniKpowered ; he fell to the grcMmd } loid^ before 
1ms? infitU^g adretfidy ftruck hh head from fab b6dyi 
xfitfxmdk this exclamation, which the LaftoTtderi fiitt 
life as jat iSarly leflba to their children : ^ The vid6tis 
^^ man fiioald * date his deftru^on from the firflr 
^^^ temptation. How juftly do I fall a facrifice to floth' 
** »id hixuty, in ^ place where I firft yielded to 
^^ diDfe atlui^mnents which feduced me to deviate front 
^^ temperance and innocence! the hdney which f 
^^ tvfted in this foreft, and not the hand of the Idng of 
•t Aforw«y, conquers Hachoi** - \ 

- : ■■ • •* * ^ 

, ♦ By Mr. T. Warton. .t 
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K»SiB^ 9?/ SATifRnAYyiFebimar^Q^t^lliG^ 

ITinay, I ^Mhk, b^ juftly obfei*ve4 thaftfew' b^oki 
'asLppomlrtheff readers mote thtn the'inan^oite 
of tta^^elFet^. One part of mankiiut to tatnr^lf coi 
ridos ttt learn the f«aMkttent», manners, an* condition 
<k the Tfeft ; and every minid that has leifia-e ©r-pow^ 
to extend its Vie<vs, muft be defrfotw of kmwwkag'/ia 
^Ut 'jiroportion Providence liar «Bfttib«ed the'bkfiS- 
iiigs of nature, or the advanbges of art, aindngi'd« 
leveral iiatiohs of th^ earth. i -^i-. u- 

this general ddire tafily prtjcurti r^a&m niy 
Avery book from which k can expeft ■ gratifeddb*. 
^Kt adventurer upon unknown coafts, and-^fWi^^ae- 
fcrlber.of diftant regions, is always welcome<in«*J% 
maii who has laboured for the pleafwe dF dfliers, 
and who is able to enlarge our kriowleidg* 4nd3'if«e- 
tifv our opnions; but when the voluihe is'^Ottei**^, 
nothing is ^ound but fuch general accotints^* fe«|te 
no diftina idea behind them, or fua-WiUufe^^hu- 
■merauons as few- can read with either' pfOfift-tootc. 

■ '^Every writer of travels fliouW ■ confideri: ttetf/lHae 

all Other authors, he undertakes either to^ Inftio&Qr 

pleafe or to mingb pleafiare with^inftmaion.ni«e 

that inftruSs muft offer to the niiiid fomtlhkrg torbe 

-imitated, or fomething to fee avoided 4^ Iwij that 

'bleifes muft ciFer new imAp^fe'to ias.^reader,rft8ad. 

•Lable him to form -a bcit co»^rifo»of JM'Owa Me 

Twith'that of others. . 



^.1 
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The greater part of travellers tell nothing, be- 
caufe their method of travelling fupplies them with 
nothing to be told. He that enters a town at ^nigtrt 
and furveys it in the morning, and then haftens 
nway to another place, and gueffes at the mani^^f 
of the inhaWtants by the entertainment which *^ hi 
inn afforded hira, may pleafe himfelf for a tiniQ Mfh^ 
a hafty change of fcenes, and a confufed r^njefTVj 
brance of palaces and churches ; he may gr?it,ify h^s 
eye with a variety of landfcapes, and regale his ^ pa- 
late with a fucceffion of vintages ; but let him be 
tx>ntcnted. tQ pjeafe himfelf without endeavouring to 
difturb others. Why fhould he record excurlions 
by jwbich nothing could be learned, or wi(h to make 
ill ih€>y of knowledge, which, without fpme power of 
JOJuition, unknown to other mortals, he never coijild 
#tftkin]?., , ^ ^ ^ ,^ . 

.,^^Qf thpfe :Who crowd the world with their itme- 
!;^ie$^ feme have no other purpofe than to defcribe 
,th«i fa^e- lof". the country ; tbofe who fit idle at home, 
mil ^fe ; carious to .know what is done or fuffered in 
jliftan^j ,CPwntri<^> may be informed by one of thefe 
:#andener5j , that on a certain day he fet out early 
with the caravan, and in the firft hour's march favv, 
'jtdivards the fo^b, a hill cpvered with trees, then 
jpaff©di oyer a ftream, which ran northward with a 
f*ift icoirjie,, but which, is probably, dry in the fum- 
riier naoWh^r; that an hour after he faw fomething 
hxo the, right ;Wi|ch .looked at adiftance like a caftle 
i with. tDwers,wbut whicfe he difcovered afterwards to 
3bd:a:cra^yTX¥:k; -thai; he. the» ^tered.a valley, in 
which he faw feveral trees tall and flourifliii>g, wa* 
^imcd by a rivulet not marked in the maps, pf which 

C c a he 
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he was not able to learn the n^imej that the jrc^ 
afterward grew ftony, and the Country uneven, whetis 
he obferved among the hills many hollow^ worn by 
torrents, and was told that the road was paffablj? 
only part of the year ; that going on they fouH4t the 
remains of a building, once, perhaps, a fprtrefs to. f^ 
cure the pafs, or to reftrain the rollers, of whid) the 
prefent inhabitants can give no other account than that 
it h haunted by fairies j that they went to dine at the 
foot of a rock, and travelled the reft of the day along 
the banks of a river, from which the road turned afiji? 
towards evening, and brought them within fight of 
a, village, which was once a confiderable tow?^ Ybu{ 
which afforded them neither good victuals nor commq^ 
dious lodging. ; ,, ^-^^ ..[7/ 

Thus he conduds his reader through wet and dry, 
over rough and fmooth, without incidents, wthout 
reflection j and, if he obtains his company for ano- 
ther day, will difmifs him again at night, equafly fa* 
tigued with a like fuccefHon of rocks and ftreams, 
mountains and ruins. 

This is the common ftyle of thofe fons of enter- 
prife, who vifit favage countries, and range through 
folitude and defolation ; who pafs a defart, and tell 
that it is fandy j who crofs a valley, and find that it;, 
is green. There are others of more delicate fenfi- 
bility, that vifit only the realms of degance and 
foftnefs ; that wander through ttalian palaces, and 
amufe the gentle reader with catalogues of piftures ; 
that hear maffes in magnificent churches, and recount 
the number of the pillars or variegations of the pare. 
ment. And there are yet others, who, in difdain of * 
trifles, Copy infcriptions elegint and rude, andeitt and 

I' ' modem; 
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modern ; and tranfcribe into their book the walls of 
every edifice, facred or civil. He that reads thefe 
books muft confider his labour as its own reward ; for 
he will find nothing on which attention can fix, or 
which memory can retain. 

He that would travel £or the entertainment of ethers, 
fhould remember that the great objeft of remark i^ 
fauman life. Every nation has fomething pectilhr in 
it$ manufiatftures, its works of genius ^ its medidx^ 
Its agriculture^ its cuftoms, and it3 policy. He onlj^ 
isapfeful traveller, who brings home foxpething by 
which his country may be benefite4j who procures 
iforaie fupply of want, or fome mitigation of evil, whidi 
may^h^able his readers to compare their condition with 
that of others, to improve it whoever it is worfe, ^^nd 
wh^ver it is b^tte?: to enjoy it. 
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. J^U.¥T3.:9Sf Saturday, Marckl, I7p0., 

■'" '"' " ■ ro V/j^ IDLER. • ■ ' f ■■-■^ 

T' AM ther daughter of a gemlcman, wlio'tJtfr. 
'. hig his life-time enjoyed a fmall fceome' triilth 
^iirofe from a ' penfion from the court, by wfcldi 

'ife^ %as enabled to live in a gented and tdfefotfaible 

maiiAer. ^ /' : 3 

By the^ Situation of life in trhich hie ^aspla^M, he 
^ysR frfeqxiently ihtmduced into the tdtnj>ariy Mriiipfe 

of inuch greater fortunes than his (r^n, i3M6fig trfhdm 
'.%e wa^ always received with com|>laifehcd,'aDHd*teeSrtlbd 
' -with 'civility. * ^^ - ,; -^..j ids ^A 

'^ ^ ' At' fix years of age 1 was fdnt to a boardiiWgi^dol 
' m the country, at which I continued till mf father's 
^ death. This melancholy event happenefd '^f ^^tftne 

wh^n I was by no means of fufficient age tb^feidge 
'for niyfelf, while the paffioni of youfli^ cS^nued 

'unfubSued, and before experience cduld gyidfe'toyrfea" 

'tiniehts or my adions. ' -^! Ib^K^ig 

' ' ! was then taken from fchool by an^an(lle,f]to^he 

' care of whom my father had comn^ttfedj nx0ii!fflii;his 

^ dyfeg-bed. ^ With him I lived fewral yeans ^.idnki as 

""'■Tict^^S uhmarri^, the managemtda of Wicfeini^ifjKras 

committed to me. In this charafter I alvJays Tdwflea- 
-"^^'ifbained to acqtiit mylfelf, if not vrfth apirfaufc^i ht leaft 
-'^^'-wtlmttt ecnfttt^, ■ -' :j*'-^' '-■: ^'^ul I rbiiiv/ ri:iiw itia ■ 
'^■i^' - . . '^ . At 
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At the age of twenty-ofle, a young gentleman of 
feme fortune paid his addrefles to me, and offered mc 
terms of marriage. This propofal I fliould readily 
have accepted, becaufe, from ricinity of rcfideuce, 
jind from many of^ortunities of obferving his beha- 
viour, I had in fqmc fort contraded an aft'eflian for 
him. My uncle, for what reafon I do not know, re- 
fufed his confent to this alliance, though it would have 
. been complied with by the father of the youM gfa- 
tleman ; and as the future condition of my iife ^as 
wholly dependant on him, 1 was not willing to , 4if- 
oblig^ him, and therefore, though unwillingly, declin- 
ed the offer. 

My uwMj who poffeflfed a plentiful fortune* fre- 
. quently hinted to me in converfation, that at his dj^ath 
: I Ihould be provided for in fuch a manner that I f^ould 
j fe^^able to mak? my ftiture life comfortable and hapj^y. 
As this promife was often repeated, I was tbfijefs 
:. anjdous about any provifion for.myfelf. *j[n,^fliort 
/ .time my utwrle was taken ill, and^ though/all ppffible 
J me^a we[p made ufe of for his recovery, iti a fe^days 

.r,.beidied# : j\[ 

i; i,:;The fprrow arifing from the lofs of a relarion, 

iifty .whom .1 had been always . treated with ,^the 

greateft kindnefs, however grievous, . was npt. the 

\;^or{tof my misfortune. As he. enjoyed an almofl: 

f mwntcrrupted ftate ctf healthy he was th^.lefs^ n^^adful 

; <i>fihia diffolution, and died inteft^; by whjch^nms 

:: 'hi& whole fortune devolved to a nearer. f^latipn,,{the 

^ThuseJarjuded/frOto i\\ hopes of Ji,vijQg, |n,tj)c;,flj>an- 

xier with which! have fo long flatt^^n:P?J^felJ&n4^ am 

■^ C c 4 doubtful 
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doubtful what method I fh\ll take to procure a decent 
maintenance. I have been educated in a manner that 
ha$ fet me above a ftate of fervitude, and my fituation 
renders me unfit for the company of thpfe with w)R>m 
f have hitherto converfed. But, though difappointed 
in my expectations, I do not defpair. I will hope tktt 
^d^ance may (till be obtained for innocent (HftDos^ 
ihd Aiat friendfliip, though rare, is yet not impoffible 
to be found. 

;■ ;; lam, SIR, ] 

^ . " Your humble fervant, - 

^ _ Sophia Heidfctll.* 

* * By an unknown Corrcfpondent. , , 
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Numb. 99- Saturday, March 8, 1760. \ 

S Ortogrtd of Bafra was one day wa»deitog|. 

(^ along the ftrccts of Bagdatj tnufing.^ the 
vari^ies of merchandife which the fliops oflfeped tp hk 
view, and obferving the different occupation^ which 
bufied^e multitudes on every fide, he was awakened 
from the tranquillity of meditation by a crowd thaj^ 
cbftruded his paffage. He raifed his eyes, and (Mf the 
chief vifier, who, having returned from the divaiit 
was entering his palace. 

Ortogrtd mingled with the attendants, and bdi^ 
fuppofed to have fome petition for the vifier, was pciv 
mitttd to enter. He furveyed the fpadckifnefs of the 
apartments, admired the walls hung with goldem 
tapeftry, and the floors covered with filken carpeti^ 
and defpifed the fimple neatnefs of his own little habi- 
tation. 

Surely, faid he to himfelf, this palace is the 
feat of happinefs, where pleafure fucceeds to plea^ 
fure, and difcontent and forrow can have no ad* 
miflion. Whatever Nature has provided for the 
delight of fenfe, is here fpread forth to be enjoyed. 
What can mortals hope or imagine, which the 
mafter of this palace has not obtained ? The diflies 
of Luxury cover his table, the. voice of Harmony lulls 
him in his bowers ; he breathes the fragrance of the 
grove$ of Java^ and fleeps upon the down of the 

cygnets 
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.cy^gnete rf Ganges^ He fpeaks, and his ipandatc 

Ji'^jbcycd; he wifhes, and bis :wifl) is gratified > j^ll 

jwhom: he fees obey bimi, and all whom |ie hears 

i£itter him. Hc^ different, Ortogrul, is thy condi- 

Mbn^ who art doomed to the perpetual torments pf 

Minfatiaficd (}efire> and who haft no amufement in, t\^ 

pomet tb^can withhold tfeee froni thy owi^ ij^e^:- 

tionis I They tell thee that thou art wife ; but what 

' does wifdoia avail with poverty ? None will flatter 

:. ike t poor, a?4 the wife ha^? very Ujtjtie power of il^t- 

ilering tbeoifelves. That mafi is furely the moll 

/wjtetched of the fon$ of wjetch^dnefs, who lives ;^ith 

Lliis pwn .fguU9 and follies always before h^Qr and 

J tv|;u> .ha^ 002^ to reconcile him tq 4iimfelf by praiie jaf^d 

Lvicneiation* I haye locg fought content, and h^e 

«0t'fijund it } I will fromtili^ oiom^t endeavpur tiq^.^e 

-lacicfei • . ■ . 

Full of this new refolution, he (hut hi^nlelf up Ji^,^ 

:cixamberibr fix IIlombs^ to deliberaf^ how ^Jj^ould 

i-jgra*:ricbj be iiwnetimes propofed to oScth^^]ji 

o'as a OQiinfeUor to pne of the kix^s of ijP24^^^|;^d 

-iiibmetimes refolved : tq dig for dhimonds in, ,i;he 

f inlnjss of Gokmda* One day^ after foi^ }^W^ 

:;pafled in violent fluSqation of opinion^: li^p-^^- 

i Ibniibly iieised him in his chair; he 4re^f4;l^^ 

p he was raciging a ddert country ii^ fc^j5h,,pjfj%pae 

I iam. tb^t might teach him to grow: rij?h ; ju^^.j^^he 

•1; vitopd on the top of a bill fhaded with ,pypf^^in 

^jfikjubt whither tjo dire^ his fteps, his,J^fhjS[^j,|4p. 

eiVipeared^Dn a .fiiddea ftai^ding )^^t^m.\ ^Ofp;g^ 

4- '&ld rii>e old man, I torww tbf p^^Xity^iil^ft^ 

f^ithy '^Mier; tum.tbina ciye on. the o^pfijfi,;fiippn- 

' :>i^.r^ v€)r^e^r^;Iooki^dy .an^i fawja ^p^fj^ymj^g 

jiaiLn:^/^ down 
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dcwh'die iocfe, roaring wkh the :noife of Amnier, 
anv.4 fcatteting its foam on the impending vrood$. 
Ifow, laid his father, behold the valley that. liei 
between the fiills. Orfogrul looked,- and efpiad la 
little well, out of which iffued a fmall rivrulk. 
Tell me how, faid his father, <ioft thou wifli for 
fudden affluence, that may pour upon thee like tie 
mountain torrent, or for a flow and gradu^j i^ 
creafe, refembling the rill gliding from the weU ? 
Let me be quickly rich, faid Orfogrul y let ihc 
golden ftream be quick and violet. Look .i^tnld 
thee, faid his father, once again. Ohogrtd IciDlrad, 
and perceived the channel of the tort^ht dry 4iiid 
dufty ; but following the riviilet from the Well^,' /he 
traced it to a wide lake, which the fupply, flow and 
' conftant, kept always full. He waked, and deicr-. 
mined to grow rich by lilent profit and perfeverii^.in-' 
;duftr^. ,' - 1. :-. -f 

Having Ibid his patrimony, he engagfed hiMinv 

" chandife, and in twenty years purcbafed }and5v4>a 

WhicH he raifed a hoiife, equal in fumptuoofwfsiito 

"rtiat of the vifier, to which he inx^ited alli the^.Ail. 

' tiifters of pleafure, expecting to enjoy all the felicaty 

^ which he had imagined riches able to aSbrd* iei- 

^ fdre^bn made him weary of himlfelf, and he leaded 

-^^c^'be'perftiadfed that he was great and happy. He was 

-' ;c6urt^<:nis- and liberatl; tie gave all that aipptoBubbid 

^^'Irfmlfepes of pleafmg him, and all whx:) fhould7>leare 

'^'^iiii htipes of being rewarded; Every art' df pftJfe 

*^ '"^rtried, and'eve^^fcnirce of adulatory fidion iva* 

^^^ e*Kaiiffedi Osrf<grk/ bckrd hia flktterers withoi* dulight^ 

^•'*tfttiufe'1W2 found hitn&lf imabie to. befoice them, 

. ^^% dwri'hezirt told hiii its ' fciiteies^ lus dwn mii&V' 

(landing 
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Handing reproached him with his faults. How long, 
laid he, with a deep figh, have I been labouririg*^ 
▼afai td amafs wealth vfhich at laft^ii ufelefel t€tpd 
itianiiereaiFter wKh to be rich, who is akeady foo \)dfe 
tJ^ be flattered* 



lltuiiTBi 100. Saturday, March 15^ IT^oJ 
To ibe IDI'EIL 

v.. '*"&!«> ^ •: * . , , .' •'.>:• 

TH& uncertainty -and defeds of language hm^ 
^produced verf frequent comptaitit^^ atndagr 
Atvl^arscd; yec tha^e ftiU remain many irordi 
aoRWg^K undefined, whidi are very nectary, to^ 
j^hil)^* uaderftood, and which. prodfK^'ydt^^lSif;^ 
dUieMW miftakes when they are enrnteGaiil;^ vcfiasa 

^ I Hted m a ft^e of celibacy bej^ndf- ito iqfiK^ 

.tirne.' In the hurry &ft of pleafu^i and Js^itewlrd© 

of I>ufinef9) I felt no want of a domeftick cpoapai^k^ 

but bcfcoming weaty of labour, I foon grew laorife 

weary of idlenefs, and thought it reafonable toi&ttow 

.^ ^jAawPoi life, and tofeek fome folaceof my cites 

im female ttoidernefs, and fome am^emost dt my/la^ 

^ftireiio-ferualecheaafuhaefs^ iJi^fi;l>^J? 

I flbo^iioice which has been Jong delayed is ooqi^ 

mbfttyMoade at Jaft widi gteat^ caotioln, /.J^giro^ 

Mution was, to keep my paflions neutral, and to 

marry 
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upon a page of my pocket-book a fcheme of all &nfale. 
virtues and vices, with the vices which border upon^ 
every virtue, and the virtues which are allied to, every, 
vice. I confidered that wit was farcafUck, and 
magnanimity imperious ; that avarice was ceconomt- 
cal, and ignorance obfe^uious ; and having edimated 
the good and evil of every quality, employed my own 
diligence, and that of my friends, to find the lady in 
whom nature and reafon had reached that happy mC|^ 
diocrity which is equally remote from exuberance and 
deficience. 

Every woman had her admii*ers and her cenfurers ; 
and the expeftations which one raifed were by ano- 
ther quickly depreffed ; yet there was one in v^fe 
favour almoft all fufirages. c<mci|rred. iSikJdiAty 
was univertaUy allowed to be a gccd fort of wi^man. 
Her fortune was not large, but fo pnidtttly: tos^, 
naged, that fhe wore finer clothes, aoid law morft 
company-^ than many who were known to be.i:^»^ce» 
Tosh* ^ib Getttk*s visits were every wheie» wel- 
come; and whatever family (he favoured with teq 
iompany^ fte always lefi: behind her fuch ia ^ degf ee 
of kindaefs 9b recommended her to others. ; Every^^ 
day extcDided her acquaintance ; and all who knqw ji^: 
declared that they never met with a better &rt*o€ 
woman. . ..^ 

To 'Mift GeniU I made my addrefles, «nd was ix^ 
cdVed wkh great equality of temper. She did Jiot in 
the days of coiirtfliip affume the privilege ofirbpofta^ 
rigvous comtaands, onK&nUiig flight ogeoces.: ;|f I 
forgQtf any df heE-injui^pn^, i wasigently leminjdedii 
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ftwrgivertv I fordfaW nothing in marriage but a haloybnr 

^tei^ iind loo^ f<Mrtbe happine&^bidi W88 tdlbe 

hmid in tlie infeparable {<xiety of a good hn of 

ytfom^ai. :.-^ J' 

r Thejbiniiire wag foon fettled by the iatervemfow 

o£ fiiends^^ and the dscy otme in tHiich Mift 6n{i:iii^ 

iK^tiuade nune for ever. The firft momh vuot 

pafied eafily enough in receding a«ul^ nepa^ing th© 

cpffiicdei of our friends. The bride pr^'&ked idth 

j^rmt^ kx^jQnel^ ali the m<5eiies of ceremony, tod 

diflributed her notice in the mod pun£UIiou& prop&iu 

|ioBis t<> tfaeiriends ^ifho forrounded us with their haopy 

auguries. . :. V^ 

\ Biflt the .time- fbott came when we were left t^ ottti 

&b(e%^ snd WBfe tx^ reeeive our pleafures from isach 

otlier^ 'Aosd I then began to perceive tjiat I vnm !naat 

Ibrmed ta be nwich delight^ by a good 'fbrchjof 

aiV0e[ian« Her great prmdple is, that the order$.iD£a 

hifti^lf md& i>ot be broken. Every hxmr^bfjcfbk 

4skyt vha$ its cmpJoymfeht inviolably appropriated paior 

will any importunity perfuadc her to walk' in theigoh^ 

^den at the time which ihe^ has devotjed to heraiedie* 

iBforky or to fit up flairs in that part of the ficitBtoocfii 

^ich fhe has accuftcMaed herfdf to fpendjiiiiiititt 

%ack parbtir^ She allows her&^ to M haif : lana&tor 

jalcer bteakfaft, and an hour after dinner-; while J^|9a 

idk^g joi^ readily to her, ihe keep&iher^er^ npbn 

h^r.watdv, and, wtben th^ ndttute of djspartdreicomb^ 

willleff^e^mt argument unfinidledy or tfaeintc^gu&ofia 

ifhf-tmrzt^hd. ghe:(mce^ called me todfu^pjtehea 

I was watching an eclipfe, and fummoned^nxe atcofae^ 

ther 
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KJHtfr €(»iYfei&tioh is fo habituaHy wnthiu^^thar^&e 
dovcr iJalfo to me but in general tcnns, as rtd one >X2>lR»tt 
it is dangerous to truft. For difcriminations of rdia« 
f»d»r il^'faas no ^i^bles : all whom fhe msntionri iare 
boneft mm and agreeable women. 8he^l^ not by 
faayfatiiwi^ but by parafilice. Her laughtct is never ^kb* 
cided but by a jic^e, and her notion >q£ a joke is ho^; 
i^ty deliorte* The repetition rf a good joke does iw* 
l^j^l^ken. its effed} if fiie has laughed onte^ fiie}iiari|| 
laagb^again*^ -: ^'.rn-SniV^j 

iShe is an enemy to nothing but ftl^^atureiahd fadelj 
but fhe has frequent reafon to lament that they aare fp- 
frfjquent iti the world. AH who are not eqAtlly 
^le^ed with the gt^od andthebad; with libe elegant 
affid ^^s^ wiiii ^ witty and tim dull^ aH ivbo d^n- 
guifli'teddisnce from defeS:, {heccmfidefrs dsitt^mi- 
Mm4 r »«^ '*^ condemn^i as prtaid: afl Sirho reprefe 
trin)eftineiice er^jiiell pt^umptioili, ortex^fik n^fpefit 
fwnn; dny other emineilce thanthatiof fortune^ toivhfkb 
fh^ b Mways willing txb play homage* i' ' 

' "There afre none whom flie openly hates, for if onte 
ihe fui&s^ or' beUetyes herielf tofu^r, any coi^tempt 
ini' infulb, ih^ fliev^ir* difniiflesJL from her riiindyifcut 
«ata4s^"all-op|)Oittmities to^ tell how eafily Ihe jcs^n'iwf- 
g^i. . TJaei^aaare inooe whDni ihd^ioVe^siriuchl bcsoter 
»thqn o^rs-j-ifor, wheal a^oF hear acquaintance Icte- 
dinedatheiopihrtm of ^he worlds ifke.ialwayk finds: :it 
dJlisonjiFimient to-i^iCtthem w bmrj^&mi ^conliiiuies 
.milaheeed^ ixtt itrisirnipoiSble tdrlte iiftko^e-wftki^ 

^^* £ She 
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She daily exercifes her benevolence by i^tying 
every misfortune that happens to every family within 
her^ circje of notice j ihe is in hourW terror; left one^ 
fhoutd catch cold in the rain, and an6th^be fr^^6d ^ 
by the high wind. Her charity fhe ihews by lament* 
ingthat ^a.,jBiany poor wretcW. &o^^..bn^|1:^«Ay 
the. ftreets, ^nd by wondering yhat ih^^esit^^ut^ 
ttiink^o^.th^t they do (o UtUe gpo.d with^ fu^ ^IffSI?^ 

^^^.- .^] , ^'- '*' ;,* -^-^ M^ 

-J^r.houfe is elegant, and her table da^nly^^Jf^g^fj 

ibe has little tafte of elegance, and is wholly free fron^-i 

vickms luxury j.t^t fhe comforts hqfelf tljait ,ux)bpjly^ 

cap. fay ^at ]^r houfe is dirty>.,of thathar,d|(b^ffmj 

noiwelldreft.. : > . ,., „ ,vcm jnnjj 

yi;]^ ^Ir. I4kr^l have found by lopg.^^^q^r^^^ 

t^ bi5 the ,«hai^ea: of a good fort^of wop^^^i^ 

i^wQ: fe^t, ypuJFpr the inforqaatiQaof thofe Jsj^^^icg^ 

to bpuffd-^ .equivalent tei^nxs, ^fd v^infimxf A^pRS) 
% th^, miftafce^ like . , ., . ^a-j ^ 

,boo3 
t ..... Your humble fervai^j ^^ ** 

*'*,. .. : . . ; . V, j^', zitnb MM 

r '• ' *' ' „ " ": ' »' *'-^iJrtSn$ 

: ! - ? .am aH 

*" ■ •> : ■ bttjc ^w 

- .. gi iKrfil 
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NyMB. 101. Saturday, March 22, 1760. 



^MAR^ the fon of Hujfan^ had pafled feventf* 
five years in honour and profperity. The 
fifivour of three fiicceflive califs had filled his houfe 
with {^Id and filyer; and whenever he appeared, ^ 
the benedictions of the people procldmed his paf. 

Terrefti^ happinefs is cf fhort continuance. The ' 
brigfatneft of the flame is wafting its fiiel ; the fra- 
gnmt flower is pafling away in its own odours. The ^. 
Tfeour of Omar began to fs^, the curls of beauty 
^ from his head, ftrength departed from his hands» 
and agility from his feet. He gave back. to the' 
d&f die keys of truft and the feals of fecrecy ; and 
fiiught no other pleafure for the remains of life than' 
the converfe of the wife, and the gratitude of the 
good« 

The powers of his mind were yet unimpau'ed. 
Hb du^nber was filled by vifitants, eager to catch 
the di^tes of experience, and officious to pay the 
tribute of admiration. Caled^ the fon of the viceroy 
0^ ESfp*9 entered every day early, and retired late. 
He ws^ beautiful and eloquent; Omar admired his 
wk^ and bved his docility. Tell me, faid Caledy 
thou to whofe voice nations have liftened, and whofe 
wifdcMn is knowa to the extremities of AJiaj tell 
me how I may refemble Omar the prudent. The 
arts by which you have gained power and pre- 

Vol. VIL Dd ferved 
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ferved it, are to you no longer ncceffaryor ufeful; 
impart' to tne tTie fecret of your conduft, and teach' 
me the plan upon which your wifdom has built your^' 
fofrtiine. • ' .;'•.:'' 

Young man, faid Omar^ it is of little ufe to form 
plans of life. When I took my firft furvey of the 
WorTd, hi my twentieth year, having confidered tha 
various ccmditions of mankind, ^in the hour of foli-" 
tuifc'l fidd thus to myfdf,' leaniilg againft a ceds* 
which fpread its branches over my head : Seyentjf 
yeats'are allowed to man; ! have jek fifty reAiaih-* 
ing! ten years I will allot to the attainment' of 
kntiwlcdg^,' and 'ten"! will |)afs in foreign countries;' 
I fhall'be learned, and therefore fhall be' honoured j ^, 
every city will fhout at my arrival, and' every ftii- '; 
dent will folicit my friendfhip. 
paiTed will ftore my Ynind 'i 
fhall be bufy through the reft 
ing" and comparing. I (ball 
accumulations of intellectual 
new pleafures for every mom 
more be weary of myfelf. I 
deviate too far from the beatei 
will try what can be found in 
will marry a wife beautiful as 
as Zobeide ; with her I will liv 
the fuburbs of Bagdaf^ in every 
can purchafe, and fancy can 
retire to a rural dwelling, pafs 
fcurity and contemplation, and 
the bed of death. Through i 
fettled refolution, that I will 
the fmil^ of princes j that I will 
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to tile artifice of. courts; J will jjcver pant for pi^; 
lick honours,, nor difturb my q^iet .with ^ffaim of. 
ftate.: Such was my /cbeme of life, which I 4n?<^t 
grefled indelibly \ipon my,.menv?ry.',.. . .- ' /. 

The firft^ p?i*t of my^.^fuing timo/was to be fpeutt 
in fea^ch of knowledge ; .^nd 1 know iiQt how lyf^s . 
diverted from^ my. defign. ^ I .bad no vifible impedi-.r 
ments without, ,nor any ungovemjible pa^fions- 
within. I regarded knowledge as the higbeft bo-, 
nour and th^ moft engaging pleasure f, yet day ftple, 
upon day,, and month glided aftef •month, till! } 
found that feven years of the firft ten liad vanifbfd,, ; 
arid left nothing behind, them* I now poftponed my ] 
piirpofe of travelling ; for why fiiould I go abroad . 
while fo much rea>ained to be lej^r^ed at home I I 
immured myfelf for four years, aj)^ iludkd the kws , 
of the empire. The fame of my fkill. reached; the \ 
judges ; I was found able to fpeak upon, doubtful . 
queftions, and was commanded to ftand ^ the . foot- 
fto'ol of the calif. 1 vyas heard with a|:tention,,I.was,.- 
confulted with .confidence, and tfee love of.pVaife ; 
fafteqed on my heart. 

fftillwiflied to fee diftant countries, liftened with 
rapture „to the relations of travellers, and refolyed 
foriie' time to afk my difmiflion, I might feaft 

my foul with novelty; but my p e was, always. . 

neceflary, and the flream of bi hurried ,me:-. 

along.* Sometimes I was afraid I fliould be 

charged with ingratitude; but propofed to.-, 

travel, and therefore would not le myfelf. by,,;^ 

marriage., ^ . ^ ,. ^. 

In my 'fiftieth year I began to fufpeft' tbat the ?. 
time of travelling was' pad, and ihoughr it befi to 

''\ D d 2 lay 
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lay hold on the felicity yet in my power, and indulge 
myfelf in domeftick pleafures. But at fifty no man 
easily finds a woman beautiful as the Houries^ and wHe 
zit^beide. I inquired and rej^fted, confuHed^yid 
deliberated, till the iixty-fecond year made me afhatned 
of gazing upon girU. I had now nothing left Vut i- 
tireracnt, and *for retirement I nev^r found a timtf, all 
ilBy^fe forced nfie from publick employment. "^ '^ " • 

Suth Was my f(iheme, and fuph has been^its fe8h» 

feqdfehce. With an infatjable thirfl for knowfefl^e, 

I.iirifled away the years of improvement^ -witfi^ a 

reftlefe defire of feeing different countries, ^ T h^e 

^ always refided in the fame city ; with theliighete;ek- 

peftation of connubial felicity, I have liveid" ^iiteMr- 

'^yieid J and with unalterable refolutions of coiltfempla- 

^Tliye retirement, I am jgoing to die within the wilK' of 
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^JJUB. 102. Saturday^ March 29> 1n(^0. 

(c-^, r . , '-'.,. . . ^ - - : 

XT wry feldora happens -to man that bis bufinefs 5s. 
•7 his pleafure. What is done, from neceflityis fo 
dften to be done when againft the prefent inclination, 
md fo often fiH^t the mind with anxiety, that an ha- 
bitual diiljke fteals upon us, .and we (hrink invo^un* 
^tartly from the remembrance of our talk. This is 
-the reafon why almoft every one wifhcs to quit his 
employment; he does nc^t like another ftate, but is 
4i%ufted with his own. 

f From this unwillingnefs to perform more than Is 
t^eqiuired of that which is commoi^y |)erformed wi.th 
reluftance, it proceeds that few authors write their 
own lives. Statefmen, courtiers, ladies, generals, 
and feamen, have giveti to the world their own fto* 
ries, and the events with which their different fta- 
tions have made them acquainted. They retired to 
the clofet as to a place of quiet and amufement,^ 
and pleafed themfelves with writing, becaufe they 
could lay down the pen whenever they ivere weary. 
But the author, however confpicuous, or however 
important, either in the publick eye or in his own^ 
leaves his life to be related by his fucceffors, for 
he cannot gratify his vanity but by facrificing his 
eafe. 

It is commcMily fuppofed that the onifcMrmlty of 
•a ftudious life afforcU no matter for narration: 
but die truth is, that of the moft ftudious life ^ 
j^eat fNpirt jpalTes without ftudy* Jjuk author par«» 

Dd3 ts^ 
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takes of the common condition Dfhttfifkriity; fee -Is 
bofsH and married like anotber frianj he has boj^ifes 
and 1 fearSj expedations and difappointHitefe, grifefs 
andjoys^ and friend^ and enemies,- like a codrtiei^ '6r 
a . : ftatefman j nor can I conceive why his aflfairs 
ihould not excite curiojQty as mlKrh as the WhHper C^ 
a drawing-ropm, or the faftipns of a camp. ' , 
. Nothing detains the reader's attention more power- 
fully than deep invdutions of diftrefs, or fuddiea 
vidflitudes of fortune; and thefe might be abiind^ 
antly afforded by niemoirs of the fons of literaturfe. 
.They are entangled by contraifls which they kno^ 
ji4>t how to fulfil, and obliged to write on fiibjeSs 
which they do not underlbnd. Every publicatiori'is a 
liew period of time, from which fome incres© or dfe^ 
clenfion.txf iarae is to be reckoned. The ^radii!iikl4f 
of a hero's lifel are from battle to battle, aad'cif'^ 
author' Ji frotn book to book. - ' ' -i^i^^i^iii 

S uccefs , and mifcariiage have the faftie ^^JSefts' '^ii 
all condhions.-, The profperous are. fea^^ed^ i bfitdd^* 
and flattered; i and the unforiucme avc^ed, f ^ied, 
aiul.defpiied. No fooner is a book ^ubKihied thkl^'the 
writec>may judgfiL of the, opinion .qf^ the w<^r4d;^i iff 
bis.acqumtance.prefs.round.him in. publipk pli^^b^ 
ialutc him from. the other fide of the '^iXreevy-ifdlicii 
vitatlons to djiiner coiae thick ujioii faitn^^^aiid'^)io£^ 
with .whom he dines keep him to fupper^iifvorhli 
ladies Xura. tQ hipi, when iiis cD2^-is.!plalh,':q[Dd ihe 
footmen- ferve; him with attemitol;aadu^i^[criiy jx^fe^^ 
i)jay be Jurg^ that 
leader of literary J 
\ \0i ciecliiiHig.^ 
tefs eafijy bbiervi 
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houfe, Ae 4»a a box to himfelf} if he'calk at H 
bookfeller's^ the b^y turns bis back; and^ what is 
tbf^ m9ft.<Ca$^ ^ ^H pirognofticks, aotbor&wiU ^ifit 
him in a morning, and talk to him hour after hour 
of the malevolence of criticks, the negleft of me- 
i>t^ the . bad tafte of the age, and the candour of 

-^IJj tjys,^ xapdi^d and- varied by accident /and 
ci^ftpm, ; would form, very amufing- foenes of ,bia- 
graphy>,and inight reae*te many a mind' which is 
very . Iju^ ; delight^ with • confpicacies .or .battles^ 
JAtrigues, of .a .coui;t> or debater of a. parliament ^ 
to thia ^fnigjbit bemadded; all. the changes of the 
countenance of a patron, traced from, the^^firft 
glow which* flattery raifes in his cheek, th]fough 
arfjbur.pf fondn^p^rypliemence of prom^fe, ma^nl- 
licence of praife, e^-cufe of delay, -and Iwaentation pf 
inability,. to the laft chill Jook of final difmiffion, 
wjien the pne g^ovirs weary of folicitiog^ and the 
o(^er.pf,heai:iagiiQU(atation. . . .. . 

Thus cojMOUS dXQ the materials which have been 
hitherto, fuffered; ta-licn^leflicd, 'while the repofi* 
t<>ries.,of > ev^ family, that has produced a foldier or 
a miniiteir are ramiacked, and, Ubrafies are crawded 
with ufetefe folios. of ftate-papers which will never 
be read, and which contribute nothing to valuable 
knowjedge. , . j ., 

. I hope .the learned will be taught to know their 
QWn itrength^aaad, thdr value^ and,, inftead of dei 
v^^ing their. Eves to the honour of thofe who feU 
dam thank them .for their labours, refolve at laft to 
dOvjuB^ce t(>,.thcjm(felve&. 

-N lis... . .'■>' . - D d 4 , . -. ;.' r ,..-. 
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' JStJpkere ad la^^jufitj^atia Mum viU4 " J<i«'. 



M' 



UCH of iht pain and plcafire c^ muddnd 
anfes from the ccmjedures whkh ewy one 
maJpes of the thoughts <^ others; we aU ^a^f 
praib which we dq not hear»,aiid,refent €Mjb&aopt 
whidi we do not fee. The /ifrr may tb/fx^o^ be 
iforgiws, if he fitffen his imagioi<io ii tQ. r^rcfe^ . tt> 
iiim what his Tea^rs will &y or ttsnic, whtti 4^^ «i^ 
^i^xmed that they have liow his iaft paper m H^ 
faands# ,. ^N.:?'. 

Value is more frequently ndfed by fc9r(% jlfian 
by ufe. That vMch lay n^le^ed wh^ ,i(^^jiV9S 
common^ rifei in e(l]mati<m as i(s quality Wc^ws 
ie6. We fel(fc)tti learn the true want of wlat yff 
faa¥e» lill it is difechrered that we xapa, hsjfPj^ 
more* ^ ^ .^^ 

This etbj \rin» periliaps, be read wHh cai^j^ii 
by thofe who have ttot y« attended to ax^ ^s^^ri 
and h^ that finds thin late attentten ntcQpp^ed, 
will not forbear to wifii that ht had b^^flbc^^. jt 
:fboner. . : - . -.-JHs:, 

Thos^b the M^r and his readers Imv^ fpmra^f^ 
^o clofe frioidfliip, they are perh^ bpth wiviU^ 
tor part There we few things not i«rely,i?y^ 
birbkh #e can %^ without ipme emotioa of /^^|cs^ 
-mtht-tik it tb^ 4^, Thofe wto nev^ ^^:M^^ 
«0g«hteL.|hf4^e»rj8 wben luutvwl 4lfcf??^f ^Mb/i!?- 
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tcrmmed tbem ta final fcparacion; of aplace tvfaich 
hag been frequeody vifited, though ^thout pleafui^^ 
the lad loek is t^ktt >»ith heafvmdfs of heart; and the 
Mir, with ail his chillnefs of tranquillity, k not 
Wholly unaiFeaed hj ^ thought ^m hb^ htft d&y h 
Aow before hinv. 

-Thi» fecret hdrrodr of the Ittft b infqmrs^te frSnf a 
thhikmg bang, whde Hfe is Kmited, and tavn^iottt 
ijeadi i» di«esldfuk We al^ya make a fecretxQmjpdci- 
foh 1yetwdei» a pari jsJUiL fS^& whole ; the fitaiiaadon 
6f any f>eribd df 1% rcmmds u^ ttett Jfe-kfelF has 
IHcei^ ^ terniinatio& ; when we have done a o y t ^g 
for the M" Aue, we IttvoMmafily-r^ft that^i part .<tf 
^he days allotted os is psdft, md that tsmdmhpA 
there is lefs remaining. 

It ir very ha{^% and kindfy pmvided^ tteH! in 
ercrf' life there are certain paufer and Ht^rtipiions, 
Whieh iToFce ^dhfi^rsttidn upon the^ carelelf^ aHadrfe^ 
tfetjShefe hpcki fhe light ; poiftti of titniB t^eredne 
cbuffe <:^ alSBon ends, and another ^g(n$^ and bf^A, 
ciffitudes of fortune, or alteration of employment; ^by 
tht&igi^^of pl»ce^ lofe of fHendfliip, wc aro fi*ced 
to fay df fomfething, this is the hjf. 

^A^ 'even- and unvaried tenour oflifedlwaTShUba 
irom our apprdfenfion the approach of its endL Sue- 
ceffion is not perceived but by variation ; he that 
'!lfes*to-day as h« Kved yerterd^^ a*id^ expeftt^it as 
Jthe prefertt-Hlay is fuch wHl-fee the morrow, cafily 
'Conceives -ffitiB -af* ruhriing ina iA^cte and r4tm|iing 
^Iffdf^^ Th^ un<^rfeilnty bf^r^aracioH is^ imptttfed 
coiiftnonly by drflfenlfedS of condition jvh isonly liy 
fihdiii^ Mfe*'cha%^l6'tliat' we artreriiSiddd^^^^ 
^orthefe. 

This 
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This CQhvidion, however forcible at ctciyjBCSLiaSh 
preffion, i$ every moment fading from the mind ; and 
partly by the inevitable incuriion of new images, 

y and partly by volmitary , exclufion of unwelcome 
thoughts, we are again expofed tQ the univerfal fallacy ^ 
and we muft do another thii^ for jthe lafl tipae, before 
we confider that the time is nigh when we ihall do no 

/ more* 

As the lail Idler is publifhed in that folema week 
which the Chriftian w6rld has^always fet apart for the 
examination of the confcience, the review of life, the 
extindion of earthly deiires, and the renovation , of 
hdy purpofe^ ; I hope that my readers are ab*eady[<^ 
poCbd'to view every inddent with ferioufnefs, and im- 
piove it by meditation ; and that, when they fee thii 
ffriee^ trifles brought to a tonclufidn^ they wiH cctfi* 
fid^r. that^H^y outlivmg the Idler ^ they have pjifflejj 
weeks, montl^^ and years, which are now no longer i^ 
X their power J that an end muft in time be put to eveifjr 
thinig giseat as to every thing little ; that to life miift* 
come its laft hour, and to this fyftem of being ';its 
laft daJi the hour at which probation ceafes, and te- 
pei^tance will be vain ; the day in which every wbrkjdf 
the handi and imagination"5f tKe'heart, &airbeEr^£^ 
tf> juclgn^ntTanSTan'cv futurity fliall be 'd^cki^ 



niia^dby thepaft. 


; -' .. * ' ',' 
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TJuTANY Di^turalifts zre of opimoa, that the ammals 
, , , which w€ (^ommQ^ly confider as mute^ have tjtitt 
powej; of ifftpardng their thoughts to ane another Tha;t« 
tt^y ca3iexpi;^fs general fenfetions is very certain*; eycaiy^ 
kejiijg^ th^( can utter fouuds, has a difiei'^nt voice. £cHr 
plpalure a^flfpr pain. T^e hou^d ix^rma hiftfeilaws* 
vrbfn he fcewtshis gam^ ; th^ h^a, q^Xh her qhicken^jo, 
rheir food by her clucks and drives theni from daij^gfit 
by^hericream. . , , . 

. Birds hgiye the jgreateft variety of notes ; they ,hav.« 
indeed, a yaxiety^ which feeras almoit fufSciptf to m^k^ 
a fpeeph ^deqt^ate to the purpofes of a life^* whiish iS; 
regulate^by^infUiia, and can jdmit Utile chai>ge or im- 
provement. To the cries of birds, cpnofity or;fuper- 
ftition has been always attentive ; many have ftudied the 
language of the feathered tribes, and fome have boafted 
that they underftood it. 

* This was the original No."*! 2, Wt on the republication of the 
wofk i^ Volames, Dr. John&m Tubftitateid what now ilands under 
that head. : . . . - C. 

7 ' * The 
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-'^> The mcift ikdnil omou eunfiocnt iitMl^cUfMiC^iw 
fyjvaniHaloguev kavis beett commodfy fbis^aincM^ito 
piuldfoithas 6i the edt, k a ccibatrf i«rNti*tf tl«e f:;Qi)M^ 
o£ tfaeiaixr^ .aMthe«ukbKf»<if dieireMbitt,'aU<s»'d»^ 
ftildctot'tb paff a-gv^t pwt of '^e 7«ar>ifl gi^tA"^ 
fmmtok But what may be done in cue fbie&^y peodhr 
p f ^bc um iiu'iTBtiy be perfefrowd In aiiotherbyfeoidfatf 
flffi^HM^. ' ' A fltcplHird: qH Behimid tns; If iDa]|( a^fdie 
A adtt:£9>rBfti, lenUAed J^iBifetf4o;iBideiftanilcthe>ir6ke 
afl^rSs^Iat OeaftiMridaMn tvith gi(ea|'€Mi^ddickiajft(gi4' 
ii£/«^ilht>crpiaiUit^ itl^totbecodfidciitdftf «hc 
leiaitfidi'b •)!■ -u ' '■ '•■ :•.• '' • ; • ' u-. ■-^.,'' ••■:»;•!■)/ su. 

: ^fi'l^ii* fifedii^ J^aii' htf)iv/idaA a libKofr-sddi^aiil 
micbijig snif 9a^p:i!lm.{oi.'A Ibc yaU^ii JifcaUdwe 
5P^iift6 (inteicfaaiigetMy uxqrmf ica^ the (fiumd&af iiHc 

iijlle; flm*B,J^V 1 found z.t:?tv^,rfiimlmghtiU ifl^ 

.Bft^ withovrtlfl#ejipg»: or glwRg;4}8»ii^»*c«}^ ^idi 

[I foon/pej?G?iy^,: rtp^ WyJ?A^iJ.l»f9yftii>fs'«*Uf*f* 

.jjiklj jpr ^ <44yu|tt«rqvr5jf .fiffjsgd9& ,^ ^g4 fSffldh 

ftruaing ipiheattf^jf ft^vulti^? lifeyafifJ^fBagifigrl^ 

..ftiinf .a^d&eik^>; -... r .,,.;; •^., g,-. i-, ;y- ^; ;£^./nor> 
; My children, ^d,^pId.s»^It<«*,;3»^.viJl^if6 
.]ata^t my inftniaipn?,feiJ?asife jM k9.mh»d wfif jifaQU% 

l,ev^ jH.fh^ ^|)ufli,r^, ;^ Iffl?;l>%.4tll5^i»ft»tft* m^ 
.kl^Wjhpw, to ^yo^rialqas, a^4 Jb^ffWj^ft^Jjiil^j^ 

^^i^jql • . » : ' flight 
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fl^|l^AdiriH»i]l)cma&'«riaBdno^ fiutyouire- 

fiS»fedy#4 vrtHjlhrfie&'of'mah^ TeU 11%, iaitlthq 
ybuQgittoltuTftdrivimie ihaa maty lie fomli^ aodJuiiy he 

Yiaititre* WbXibavci you oev^ibimight a mab 'm^jmmi 
tdbmyipAkti neil f He k tea ibalky^iitid,>tbsfntt3thf;(^ 
4fa» w« Jiid 9>llU%^ v^i^it iln^iijQBit ^f^ay id«:i9^ 
aiU leBWfbtsitatMa upon the grbsiiML. ^SkMsrniaDifefi 
b$^{wA.^ffmm^i)m$^ bovid^you>ksnihifii0ir7ia 
mk ^Aiifbidfrtiie^vioif and iof thtlbdu:^ ixyit^tf^^ 
are vultures fuperior to man ? is man mare defbMBkfi 
ynsvit 6ieipi We bkimnotth^S^m'pi^^^tdBaify.rer 
<MiiiiAiiift smp(iitr^ and i am fin^etvaei in ^btl iirttft 
ttierliPeTfannnsibO'fateilqr; l»nd the vitltiardiwcmldMdom 
i^dft iqlmt htrfleft^j^had^Mt nactqne^ Atat det^dlri^ 
iodmr^essy^InAifeft into <hitf ^^ftirangcf fbtK:% t^M&M 
1l«wii4vwtMibrv^ in stfiy "other bdng tbiA fe^if>ii^ 
tfti i^rlh«i Twa herds of tneiC wiR'e^^ten ineet^nd[4tedfe 
the earth wM^' tobile, and filtthe^ with fih^.^ ' Wtien 
|rl)tt hCtohdifeaftd'feefire^^^i^th^&fl^^ along ihe^i^d^ 
ft«ft«ft 10 the ptefec "mth your ftKftcft win^,^f or meii^Sfie 
(Urfeljf deftmyitig one anoiher j you \^ifi then firfd^^ffie 
^^cSitldftnoking^witti blood, ^hd coveted tirSh xratcaflfe^^ 
fiio«*ifeh many Are ^membterfed and matigted fir^ite 
convenience of the vulture. But 'when mtti Hitre killed 
Htfeh^^prefj^aWAie pupil, why^do thi^y riot eat it? 
^Wl«r^ tm Wdlf has killed a ffieep,-he ftrfftfy^ feot^e 
3lftilt»¥&W4d(icik4t{fitt>h€hlis'ititiffiecf^iti^K ^'M&t 
3rifalis*lk)fl«r/te6^ 6f ^*aif ? ' Man/^fifli'the'riitiiKft^,^'^^ 
i*hfe l>ft?ffi«SftWh(#y!K thatvMifehfe'^ofe^ii8{ ^#; 
-g8asflll*^'^4^f ttkife^hft^yticK i"tefi^8«lir 
trfgia ' i fpecies. 
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fpecM*. If mcii'kifl cw prey aiid hyiHabd/^^M^^ 
faid the young one, what heed ftall we have of la&M* 
ing for ouHelveS ? Becaufc man ^11, ibmetmies, Tli|ffi^'^ 
the mother, remain for a long thne qtiiet in his^ deri.^^ 
I'be old vultures will tell you when you are to watch 
his motions. When you fee men in great numbers 
moving clofe together, like a flight of ftorks, you may 
conclude that they are hunting, and that you will foon 
revel in human blood. But dill, faid the young one^ 
I would gladly know the reafon of this mutual daughter. 
I coukl never kill what I could not eat. My child, faid 
the mother, this is a queftion which I cannot anfwer^ 
though I am reckoned the moft^fubtile i>ird of the 
mountain. Whoa I was youh^, I ufefl frequently to 
viiit the ayry of an old vulture, who dwelt upon the 
Carpathian rocks ; he had made many obfervations ^ he 
knew the places that aflFordedpreyTOuad hia habitation, 
as far in every direftion as the^ ftrotatgaeft'wing can fly 
between the rifing and letting oE the fumAier fun ; he 
had fed year after year, on the entrailf of men. His 
opinion was, that men had only the appearance of animal 
liife, being really vegetables with a power of motion ; 
and that as the bougbs-of an oak are dafiied together by 
the ftorm, that fwinemay fiaitten upon the falling acorns, 
fo men are by fome unaccountable power driven one 
againfl: another, till they lofe their motion,- that vultures 
may be fed. Others think they have obferved fome- 
thing of contrivance and policy among thefe mifchiev-* 
ous beings ; and thofe that hover more c^off ^ ^J^W^^ 
them, pretend, that there is, in every herd, one' iteit^ 
gives diredions to the reft, and feems to be more emi- 
nently delighted with a wide carnage. What it is that 

entitles 
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entitle him to fuch pre-emii^oce we know ftot ; hc^it 
feldom the bigg^ft pr the fwifteft^ but be Aewt by hit 
eagemefs ^d diligence that he is, more than ii&f cf . 
the others, a friend to the vtiltUFes. 
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